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House Bill 337, Career and Technical Education Comprehensive Study (2015 General Session), created
the Career and Technical Education (CTE) Board within the Department of Workforce Services and tasked
it with conducting a comprehensive study of CTE in Utah. This study is detailed in Utah statute 35A-5-403
and includes an inventory of all CTE programs in Utah, a description of CTE funding in the state, and an
assessment of Utah business and industry needs for employees with skills taught in CTE classes.

There are three agencies offering CTE in Utah: the Utah State Board of Education (USBE), the Utah System
of Higher Education (USHE), and the Utah College of Applied Technology (UCAT). The USBE is focused on
K-12 education. Career and technical education is ancillary, but important to the general education of K-12
students. The USHE offers formal higher education with career and technical education opportunities at its
colleges and universities. The primary purpose of the UCAT is to provide career and technical education.

The revenue apportioned for career and technical education and provided to the USBE, USHE, and UCAT
varies, but overall has increased over time in all three agencies as seen in tables 1, 2, and 3 below. From
2011 to 2015, state appropriations for each agency have grown at a rate of 5.0 percent (USBE), 5.2 percent
(USHE) and 8.2 percent (UCAT) annually. Tuition and fees have increased by an annual rate of growth of
10.6 percent for USHE and 6.1 percent for UCAT.

The comprehensive study also inventoried the programs offered by each of the agencies. The three CTE
agencies offered a wide variety of programs to meet the varied educational and occupational interests
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of students with regard to both extent and area of specialization. Table 4 has the total number of unique
CTE programs offered by each agency. Examples include commercial photography and robotics (USBE),
ironworker technology and respiratory therapy (USHE), and machine tool technology and medical clinical
assistant (UCAT). Programs across the CTE agencies offer different levels of education. All three agencies
offer industry certifications and certificates and the USHE offers associate degrees in CTE-related fields.


