
MINUTES OF THE

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT TASK FORCE

Thursday, July 19, 2012 – 8:00 a.m. – Room 445 Capitol Building

Members Present:
Sen. Stuart C. Reid, Senate Chair
Rep. Brad R. Wilson, House Cochair
Sen. Patricia W. Jones
Sen. Ralph Okerlund
Rep. Brad L. Dee
Rep. Brad G. Last
Rep. Patrice Arent
Rep. Rebecca Chavez Houck
Mr. Todd Bingham 
Mr. Rob Despain
Mr. Spencer Eccles
Mr. Scott Hirschi

Mr. Wesley Smith

Members Absent:

Rep. Jim Bird
Mayor Tom Dolan
Mr. J. Steven Price

Staff Present:
Mr. Robert H. Rees, Associate General Counsel
Mr. Benjamin N. Christensen, Policy Analyst
Mr. Nathan W. Brady, Policy Analyst
Ms. Jennifer Christopherson, Legislative Secretary

Note:  A list of others present, a copy of related materials, and an audio recording of the meeting can be found at www.le.utah.gov.

1. Committee Business

Chair Reid called the meeting to order at 8:01 a.m.

MOTION: Mr. Smith moved to approve the minutes of the June 21, 2012 meeting. The motion passed
unanimously with Sen. Jones, Rep. Bird, Mayor Dolan, and Mr. Price absent for the vote.

2. Tourism as a Component of Economic Development

David Williams, Deputy Director, Utah Office of Tourism, Governors Office of Economic Development, 
distributed the packet "Utah Life Elevated" and gave the presentation "Utah Life Elevated: Tourism's Impact
on Economic Development." Mr. Williams discussed how tourism is an economic driver. He spoke about
how, if the tourism industry did not exist in Utah, each household in the state would have to pay an
additional thousand dollars in taxes each year to maintain the same level of government services. He
responded to questions from the committee and said that the tourism industry has become adaptable to the
Utah weather regarding advertising. He gave the example of digital signs that can be changed from season to
season. Mr. Williams stated that their operations department is also in need of some help. He explained that
when the advertising increases, the operations department has a greater workload. Sen. Reid requested that
Mr. Williams work with staff in preparing the final report that will include action items to help guide the
government on what actions need to be taken to grow prosperity in Utah through tourism.  

Sara Toliver, President, Ogden/Weber Convention & Visitors Bureau, Utah Association of Destination
Marketing Organizations, gave the presentation "Cooperative Marketing" and said that cooperative
marketing dollars are vital to our state and that tourism is an economic development engine. She responded
to questions from the committee stating that on a state government level it is more a matter of identifying
what each county has to offer and what is needed to help visitors get to those areas. 

Brian Merrill, CEO, Western Rivers Expeditions and Moab Adventures, gave the presentation "Utah Guides
and Outfitters" and said that outdoor recreation around the state has been more resistant to the economic
downturn than any other industry. He stated that the best way to help is to support the Utah Office of
Tourism. He responded to questions from the committee stating that the industry is adapting and offering
more benefits resulting in more long term employees. 
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Nathan Rafferty, President and CEO, Ski Utah, distributed "The Greatest Snow on Earth... Why it Matters to
Utah" and gave the presentation "Utah's Ski Industry Impact on Economic Development." Mr. Rafferty said
that the ski industry provides twenty thousand jobs and that visitors spend $1.2 billion a year. He spoke
about how the Utah Legislature can help the ski industry grow and said that continued funding of the Utah
Office of Tourism, improved mountain transportation, maintaining airline access, and staying competitive
with liquor laws like other competing ski regions would encourage growth. He responded to questions from
the committee and said that the technology is there that would allow a destination skier to get off of a plane
and pick up their lift ticket at the airport that would be valid at any Utah ski resort. He said that the current
Utah liquor laws hinder tourism. 

Sen. Reid requested that all of the presenters create and prioritize a list of concerns and issues addressing
how the liquor laws in Utah hinder tourism which may be included in the committee's final report along with
action items.

Mr. Williams and Mr. Rafferty discussed how internet ads, search engine marketing, and social networking
is a very important part of driving tourism to Utah.

Tom Guinney, owner, Gastronomy Inc., said that a healthy tourism industry creates small businesses and in
turn creates jobs. He responded to questions from the committee stating that we need to broaden our
thoughts to include the business of selling liquor instead of focusing on the liquor laws. 

Scott Phillips, Executive Director, Utah Shakespearean Festival, distributed and discussed "Economic
Impact of The Utah Shakespeare Festival." He spoke about the ads and promotions that they have launched
and that they can only do what they do with the help of the Utah Office of Tourism. He responded to
questions from the committee saying that their intent is to expand their season by building a new theatre. 

Nan Anderson, Executive Director, Utah Tourism Coalition, gave the presentation "Tourism Economic
Development - An export in each of Utah's 29 counties" and said that the market for tourism is fiercely
competitive and that promotion is critical. She spoke about how wise investments and effective travel and
tourism promotion feed a healthy cycle of economic benefits. Ms. Anderson stated that the Utah Tourism
Coalition supports approval of another ten year funding cycle for the Tourism Marketing Performance Fund. 

Sen. Reid requested that all presenters provide copies of their presentations to the committee.

3. Economic Development Issues - Process, Topics, and Objectives

Sen. Reid discussed "Economic Development Issues," which was included in the packet, and said that, due
to the number of issues on the list, the committee may need to hold multiple meetings during some months.
He asked the committee if there were any issues that they wished to add or remove from the current list.

Committee discussion followed. 

4. Other Business / Adjourn

Rep. Wilson discussed what will be on the agenda for the August 16, 2012 Economic Development Task
Force meeting and requested that the committee members think about questions they would like addressed
and send those to him or to the committee analysts in advance. 
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MOTION: Rep. Arent moved to adjourn the meeting. The motion passed unanimously with Sen. Okerlund,
Rep. Bird, Mayor Dolan, and Mr. Price absent for the vote.

Chair Reid adjourned the meeting at 11:02 a.m.  


