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Issue Brief: 
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HI G H E R  ED UC A T I O N  AP PR O P R I A T I O NS  SU B C O M M I T T E E  
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SUMMARY 
Tuition is becoming a more significant portion of higher education funding each year.  Tuition is used to pay for a 
portion of any compensation increase approved by the Legislature.  In addition, tuition may be used for specific 
institutional needs. 

OBJECTIVE 
To provide comparative information of tuition levels and historical tuition increases. 

DISCUSSION AND ANALYSIS 
With the exception of 1996-97, tuition rates have increased annually for the past 15 years.  First-tier tuition is 
used for the institution’s share of the cost of any compensation increases approved by the Legislature.  The first-
tier tuition rate increase is approved at the same level for all institutions following the final legislative budget 
approval.  Several years ago, the State Board of Regents began approving second-tier tuition, which is used for 
additional funding requests from each institutional President, with the approval of the institutional Board of 
Trustees to meet specific institutional needs.  Second-tier tuition rate increases may apply to all programs equally 
or they may be different for specific programs. (R 510-3.2).  The sum of the first-tier tuition increase and the 
second-tier tuition increase result in the total tuition increase paid by the students. 

Since 1999-2000, annual first-tier tuition increases have been between 3 and 5.5 percent.  Second-tier tuition 
increases vary from institution to institution and have been as low as no increase to as high as 27 percent. 

The following tables show resident and non-resident tuition rates since FY 2000.  The tables show when and by 
how much first and second-tier tuition increases were approved.  The next series of tables show a comparison of 
tuition and fees charged by the USHE institutions with similar institutions in the WICHE states (Alaska, Arizona, 
California, Colorado, Hawaii, Idaho, Montana, North Dakota, Nevada, New Mexico, Oregon, South Dakota, 
Utah, Washington, and Wyoming).  The tuition rates are further compared with just the Rocky Mountain states 
(Arizona, Colorado, Idaho, Montana, Nevada, New Mexico, Utah, and Wyoming). 

Tuition rates at the University of Utah and Utah State University are compared with other four-year doctorate 
degree-granting institutions.  Rates at Weber State University and Southern Utah University are compared to 
other four-year institutions with Masters degree programs.  Tuition rates for four-year bachelor degree programs 
include Dixie State College and Utah Valley State College.  (Nest year, after Utah Valley University has one year 
of history as a four-year institution with a Masters degree program, it will move to that grouping).  The tuition 
rates at Snow College, the College of Eastern Utah, and Salt Lake Community College are compared to other 
community colleges. 

Tuition and fees at the University of Utah are at a level approximately 77 percent of the average of the WICHE 
states and at 92 percent of the average of the Rocky Mountain states. 

Tuition and fees at Utah State University are approximately 82 percent of the WICHE average and 78 percent of 
the Rocky Mountain states. 

Weber State University’s tuition levels are at 88 percent of both the WICHE average and the Rocky Mountain 
average of similar institutions. 

Tuition rates at Southern Utah University are 88 percent of the WICHE average and 109 percent of the Rocky 
Mountain average. 
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Dixie State College’s tuition rates are 65 percent of the WICHE average and 72 percent of the Rocky Mountain 
average.  The tuition rates at Utah Valley State College are 84 percent of the WICHE average and 93 percent of 
the Rocky Mountain average. 

Tuition rates at the College of Eastern Utah are at 133 percent of the WICHE average and 113 percent of the 
Rocky Mountain average.  The rates at Snow College are at 139 percent of the WICHE average and 118 percent 
of the Rocky Mountain average.  Salt Lake Community College’s tuition levels are at 156 percent of the WICHE 
average and 133 percent of the Rocky Mountain average. 
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Institution State Tuition and Fees

University of New Mexico NM $4,571 Rocky Mtn.
Arizona State University-Main Campus AZ $4,969 Rocky Mtn.
University of Utah UT $4,987 Rocky Mtn.
University of Arizona AZ $5,037 Rocky Mtn.
Colorado State University CO $5,299 Rocky Mtn.
University of Hawaii, Manoa HI $5,391
Montana State University, Bozeman MT $5,749 Rocky Mtn.
Oregon State University OR $5,912
University of Colorado, Denver CO $6,123 Rocky Mtn.
University of Washington WA $6,385
University of Colorado, Boulder CO $6,635 Rocky Mtn.
Washington State University WA $6,866
University of California, Los Angeles CA $7,038
University of California, Merced CA $7,148
University of California, Berkeley CA $7,165
University of California, Riverside CA $7,355
University of California, San Diego CA $7,456
University of California, Irvine CA $7,556
University of California, Santa Cruz CA $7,846
University of California, Santa Barbara CA $7,865
University of California, Davis CA $8,124

WICHE Average $6,451
Rocky Mtn. Average $5,421

U of U % of WICHE average 77.3%
U of U % of Rocky Mountain average 92.0%

U of U % of WICHE minimum 109.1%
U of U % of Rocky Mountain minimum 109.1%

U of U % of WICHE maximum 61.4%
U of U % of Rocky Mountain maximum 75.2%

Doctorate Institutions

WICHE and Rocky Mountain States
Resident, Undergraduate Tuition and Fees

FY 2007-2008
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Institution State Tuition and Fees

San Diego State University CA $3,428
University of Wyoming WY $3,554 Rocky Mtn.
New Mexico State University NM $4,029 Rocky Mtn.
University of North Dakota ND $4,081
Utah State University UT $4,200 Rocky Mtn.
University of Idaho ID $4,410 Rocky Mtn.
North Dakota State University ND $4,452
University of Alaska, Fairbanks AK $4,736
Northern Arizona University AZ $4,841 Rocky Mtn.
University of Montana, Missoula MT $5,141 Rocky Mtn.
South Dakota State University SD $5,373
University of Nevada, Las Vegas NV $5,975 Rocky Mtn.
University of Nevada, Reno NV $6,130 Rocky Mtn.
University of Oregon OR $6,168
Colorado School of Mines CO $10,050 Rocky Mtn.

WICHE Average $5,105
Rocky Mtn. Average $5,370

USU % of WICHE average 82.3%
USU % of Rocky Mountain average 78.2%

USU % of WICHE minimum 122.5%
USU % of Rocky Mountain minimum 118.2%

USU % of WICHE maximum 41.8%
USU % of Rocky Mountain maximum 41.8%

Doctorate Institutions

WICHE and Rocky Mountain States
Resident, Undergraduate Tuition and Fees

FY 2007-2008
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Institution State Tuition and Fees

Western New Mexico University NM $3,222 Rocky Mtn.
California State University, Stanislaus CA $3,330
California State University, San Marcos CA $3,374
Weber State University UT $3,663 Rocky Mtn.
Humboldt State University CA $3,843
New Mexico Institute of Mining and Te NM $4,074 Rocky Mtn.
Arizona State University-East AZ $4,766 Rocky Mtn.
Montana State University MT $5,132 Rocky Mtn.
Eastern Oregon University OR $6,072

WICHE Average $4,164
Rocky Mtn. Average $4,171

WSU % of WICHE average 88.0%
WSU % of Rocky Mountain average 87.8%

WSU % of WICHE minimum 113.7%
WSU % of Rocky Mountain minimum 113.7%

WSU % of WICHE maximum 60.3%
WSU % of Rocky Mountain maximum 71.4%

Masters Institutions

WICHE and Rocky Mountain States
Resident, Undergraduate Tuition and Fees

FY 2007-2008
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Institution State Tuition and Fees

Eastern New Mexico Univ. NM $3,156 Rocky Mtn.
Southern Utah Univ. UT $3,796 Rocky Mtn.
Univ. of Alaska, Southeast AK $4,608
Minot State University ND $4,774
Evergreen State College WA $5,145

WICHE Average $4,296
Rocky Mtn. Average $3,476

SUU % of WICHE average 88.4%
SUU % of Rocky Mountain average 109.2%

SUU % of WICHE minimum 120.3%
SUU % of Rocky Mountain minimum 120.3%

SUU % of WICHE maximum 73.8%
SUU % of Rocky Mountain maximum 100.0%

Masters Institutions

WICHE and Rocky Mountain States
Resident, Undergraduate Tuition and Fees

FY 2007-2008
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Institution State Tuition and Fees

Great Basin College NV DNR
Nevada State College NV $2,693 Rocky Mtn.
Dixie State College of Utah UT $2,734 Rocky Mtn.
Metropolitan State College of Denver CO $3,033 Rocky Mtn.
University of Hawaii, West Oahu HI $3,226
California State University, Monterey Bay CA $3,256
California State University, Channel Islands CA $3,452
Utah Valley State College UT $3,528 Rocky Mtn.
Western State College CO $3,574 Rocky Mtn.
Western Montana College of the Univ. of Mont MT $3,659 Rocky Mtn.
University of Hawaii, Hilo HI $3,676
Fort Lewis College CO $3,709 Rocky Mtn.
California Maritime Academy CA $3,728
Lewis-Clark State College ID $4,092 Rocky Mtn.
Colorado State University-Pueblo CO $4,156 Rocky Mtn.
Mesa State College CO $4,194 Rocky Mtn.
Montana State University, Northern MT $4,356 Rocky Mtn.
Dickinson State University ND $4,773
Mayville State University ND $5,438
Black Hills State University SD $5,441
Valley City State University ND $5,584
Montana Tech of the University of Montana MT $5,682 Rocky Mtn.
Dakota State University SD $6,045
Oregon Institute of Technology OR $6,093

WICHE Average $4,179
Rocky Mtn. Average $3,784

DSC % of WICHE average 65.4%
DSC % of Rocky Mountain average 72.3%

DSC % of WICHE minimum 101.5%
DSC % of Rocky Mountain minimum 101.5%

DSC % of WICHE maximum 44.9%
DSC % of Rocky Mountain maximum 48.1%

WICHE and Rocky Mountain States
Resident, Undergraduate Tuition and Fees

FY 2007-2008

Baccalaureate Institutions
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Institution State Tuition and Fees

Great Basin College NV DNR
Nevada State College NV $2,693 Rocky Mtn.
Dixie State College of Utah UT $2,734 Rocky Mtn.
Metropolitan State College of Denver CO $3,033 Rocky Mtn.
University of Hawaii, West Oahu HI $3,226
California State University, Monterey Bay CA $3,256
California State University, Channel Islands CA $3,452
Utah Valley State College UT $3,528 Rocky Mtn.
Western State College CO $3,574 Rocky Mtn.
Western Montana College of the Univ. of Mont MT $3,659 Rocky Mtn.
University of Hawaii, Hilo HI $3,676
Fort Lewis College CO $3,709 Rocky Mtn.
California Maritime Academy CA $3,728
Lewis-Clark State College ID $4,092 Rocky Mtn.
Colorado State University-Pueblo CO $4,156 Rocky Mtn.
Mesa State College CO $4,194 Rocky Mtn.
Montana State University, Northern MT $4,356 Rocky Mtn.
Dickinson State University ND $4,773
Mayville State University ND $5,438
Black Hills State University SD $5,441
Valley City State University ND $5,584
Montana Tech of the University of Montana MT $5,682 Rocky Mtn.
Dakota State University SD $6,045
Oregon Institute of Technology OR $6,093

WICHE Average $4,179
Rocky Mtn. Average $3,784

UVSC % of WICHE average 84.4%
UVSC % of Rocky Mountain average 93.2%

UVSC % of WICHE minimum 131.0%
UVSC % of Rocky Mountain minimum 131.0%

UVSC % of WICHE maximum 57.9%
UVSC % of Rocky Mountain maximum 62.1%

Baccalaureate Institutions

WICHE and Rocky Mountain States
Resident, Undergraduate Tuition and Fees

FY 2007-2008
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Institution State Tuition and Fees

Alameda, College of CA $600
Allan Hancock College CA $600
American River College CA $600
Antelope Valley College CA $600
Bakersfield College CA $600
Barstow College CA $600
Butte College CA $600
Cabrillo College CA $600
Canada College CA $600
Canyons, College of the CA $600
Cerritos College CA $600
Cerro Coso Community College CA $600
Chabot College CA $600
Chaffey College CA $600
Citrus College CA $600
City College of San Francisco CA $600
Coastline Community College CA $600
Columbia College CA $600
Compton Community College CA $600
Contra Costa College CA $600
Copper Mountain College CA $600
Cosumnes River College CA $600
Crafton Hills College CA $600
Cuesta College CA $600
Cuyamaca College CA $600
Cypress College CA $600
DeAnza College CA $600
Desert, College of the CA $600
Diablo Valley College CA $600
East Los Angeles College CA $600
El Camino College CA $600
Evergreen Valley College CA $600
Feather River College CA $600
Folsom Lake College CA $600
Foothill College CA $600
Fresno City College CA $600
Fullerton College CA $600
Gavilan College CA $600
Glendale Community College CA $600
Golden West College CA $600
Grossmont College CA $600
Hartnell College CA $600

Community Colleges

WICHE and Rocky Mountain States
Resident, Undergraduate Tuition and Fees

FY 2007-2008
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Imperial Valley College CA $600
Irvine Valley College CA $600
Lake Tahoe Community College CA $600
Laney College CA $600
Las Positas College CA $600
Lassen Community College CA $600
Long Beach City College CA $600
Los Angeles City College CA $600
Los Angeles Harbor College CA $600
Los Angeles Mission College CA $600
Los Angeles Pierce College CA $600
Los Angeles Southwest College CA $600
Los Angeles Trade-Technical College CA $600
Los Angeles Valley College CA $600
Los Medanos College CA $600
Marin, The College of CA $600
Mendocino College CA $600
Merced College CA $600
Merritt College CA $600
Mira Costa College CA $600
Mission College CA $600
Modesto Junior College CA $600
Monterey Peninsula College CA $600
Moorpark College CA $600
Mt. San Antonio College CA $600
Mt. San Jacinto College CA $600
Napa Valley College CA $600
Ohlone College CA $600
Orange Coast College CA $600
Oxnard College CA $600
Palo Verde College CA $600
Palomar College CA $600
Pasadena City College CA $600
Porterville College CA $600
Redwoods, College of the CA $600
Reedley College CA $600
Rio Hondo College CA $600
Riverside Community College CA $600
Sacramento City College CA $600
Saddleback College CA $600
San Bernardino Valley College CA $600
San Diego City College CA $600
San Diego Mesa College CA $600
San Diego Miramar College CA $600
San Joaquin Delta College CA $600
San Jose City College CA $600
San Mateo, College of CA $600
Santa Ana College CA $600

Community Colleges
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Santa Barbara City College CA $600
Santa Monica College CA $600
Santa Rosa Junior College CA $600
Santiago Canyon College CA $600
Sequoias, College of the CA $600
Shasta College CA $600
Sierra College CA $600
Siskiyous, College of the CA $600
Skyline College CA $600
Solano Community College CA $600
Southwestern College CA $600
Taft College CA $600
Ventura College CA $600
Victor Valley Community College CA $600
Vista College CA $600
West Hills College CA $600
West Los Angeles College CA $600
West Valley College CA $600
Yuba College CA $600
Eastern New Mexico University, Ruidoso NM $668 Rocky Mtn.
Luna Community College NM $718 Rocky Mtn.
San Juan College NM $720 Rocky Mtn.
Clovis Community College NM $736 Rocky Mtn.
Santa Fe Community College NM $890 Rocky Mtn.
New Mexico Junior College NM $1,032 Rocky Mtn.
Northland Pioneer College AZ $1,056 Rocky Mtn.
Albuquerque Vocational-Technical Institute NM $1,074 Rocky Mtn.
Eastern New Mexico University, Roswell NM $1,094 Rocky Mtn.
New Mexico State University, Dona Ana NM $1,152 Rocky Mtn.
Yavapai College AZ $1,176 Rocky Mtn.
Mesalands Community College NM $1,191 Rocky Mtn.
New Mexico State University, Grants Branch NM $1,200 Rocky Mtn.
University of New Mexico, Los Alamos NM $1,200 Rocky Mtn.
University of New Mexico, Valencia County NM $1,248 Rocky Mtn.
Eastern Arizona College AZ $1,300 Rocky Mtn.
New Mexico State University, Carlsbad NM $1,300 Rocky Mtn.
New Mexico State University, Alamagordo NM $1,344 Rocky Mtn.
University of New Mexico, Taos NM $1,344 Rocky Mtn.
Arizona Western College AZ $1,380 Rocky Mtn.
University of New Mexico, Gallup NM $1,438 Rocky Mtn.
Cochise College AZ $1,470 Rocky Mtn.
Honolulu Community College HI $1,542
Leeward Community College HI $1,547
Kauai Community College HI $1,552
Windward Community College HI $1,552
Maui Community College HI $1,562
Pima Community College AZ $1,565 Rocky Mtn.
Kapiolani Community College HI $1,572

Community Colleges
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Central Arizona College AZ $1,596 Rocky Mtn.
Hawaii Community College HI $1,646
Casper College WY $1,668 Rocky Mtn.
Coconino County Community College AZ $1,690 Rocky Mtn.
Mohave Community College AZ $1,700 Rocky Mtn.
Eastern Idaho Technical College ID $1,758 Rocky Mtn.
Community College of Southern Nevada NV $1,763 Rocky Mtn.
Great Basin College NV $1,763 Rocky Mtn.
Truckee Meadows Community College NV $1,763 Rocky Mtn.
Western Nevada Community College NV $1,763 Rocky Mtn.
Aims Community College CO $1,792 Rocky Mtn.
Western Wyoming Community College WY $1,828 Rocky Mtn.
Colorado Mountain College CO $1,862 Rocky Mtn.
Eastern Wyoming College WY $1,872 Rocky Mtn.
Chandler-Gilbert Community College AZ $1,950 Rocky Mtn.
Estrella Mountain Community College AZ $1,950 Rocky Mtn.
Gateway Community College AZ $1,950 Rocky Mtn.
Glendale Community College AZ $1,950 Rocky Mtn.
Mesa Community College AZ $1,950 Rocky Mtn.
Paradise Valley Community College AZ $1,950 Rocky Mtn.
Phoenix College AZ $1,950 Rocky Mtn.
Rio Salado Community College AZ $1,950 Rocky Mtn.
Scottsdale Community College AZ $1,950 Rocky Mtn.
South Mountain Community College AZ $1,950 Rocky Mtn.
Central Wyoming College WY $1,992 Rocky Mtn.
Northwest Community College WY $2,000 Rocky Mtn.
Sheridan College WY $2,016 Rocky Mtn.
College of Southern Idaho ID $2,050 Rocky Mtn.
Laramie County Community College WY $2,088 Rocky Mtn.
North Idaho College ID $2,110 Rocky Mtn.
College of Eastern Utah UT $2,161 Rocky Mtn.
Lake Washington Technical College WA $2,223
Northern New Mexico Community College NM $2,246 Rocky Mtn.
Snow College UT $2,262 Rocky Mtn.
Community College of Aurora CO $2,330 Rocky Mtn.
Bellingham Technical College WA $2,350
Front Range Community College CO $2,366 Rocky Mtn.
Morgan Community College CO $2,380 Rocky Mtn.
Community College of Denver CO $2,399 Rocky Mtn.
Colorado Northwestern Community College CO $2,406 Rocky Mtn.
Arapahoe Community College CO $2,408 Rocky Mtn.
Miles Community College MT $2,420 Rocky Mtn.
Otero Junior College CO $2,431 Rocky Mtn.
Pikes Peak Community College CO $2,436 Rocky Mtn.
New Mexico Military Institute NM $2,436 Rocky Mtn.
Red Rocks Community College CO $2,446 Rocky Mtn.
Pueblo Community College CO $2,500 Rocky Mtn.
Salt Lake City Community College UT $2,535 Rocky Mtn.

Community Colleges
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Lamar Community College CO $2,566 Rocky Mtn.
Trinidad State Junior College CO $2,583 Rocky Mtn.
Dawson Community College MT $2,736 Rocky Mtn.
Whatcom Community College WA $2,745
Highline Community College WA $2,751
Big Bend Community College WA $2,766
Wenatchee Valley College WA $2,772
South Puget Sound Community College WA $2,774
Everett Community College WA $2,781
Clackamas Community College OR $2,790
Cascadia Community College WA $2,796
Skagit Valley College WA $2,801
Northeastern Junior College CO $2,807 Rocky Mtn.
Yakima Valley College WA $2,811
Shoreline Community College WA $2,833
North Seattle Community College WA $2,842
Seattle Central Community College WA $2,842
South Seattle Community College WA $2,842
Spokane Community College WA $2,849
Spokane Falls Community College WA $2,849
Grays Harbor College WA $2,853
Columbia Basin College WA $2,867
Olympic College WA $2,871
Lower Columbia College WA $2,874
Tacoma Community College WA $2,879
Chemeketa Community College OR $2,880
Bellevue Community College WA $2,886
Edmonds Community College WA $2,897
Clark College WA $2,912
Walla Walla Community College WA $2,916
Peninsula College WA $2,926
Pierce College - Ft. Steilacoom WA $2,931
Centralia College WA $2,945
Oregon Coast Community College OR $2,955
Central Oregon Community College OR $2,958
Linn-Benton Community College OR $2,970
Clover Park Technical College WA $2,979
MSU-Billings, College of Technology MT $2,982 Rocky Mtn.
Southwestern Oregon Community College OR $3,015
Pierce College - Puyallup WA $3,017
Blue Mountain Community College OR $3,025
Green River Community College WA $3,044
Clatsop Community College OR $3,060
MSU-Great Falls, College of Technology MT $3,069 Rocky Mtn.
Flathead Valley Community College MT $3,080 Rocky Mtn.
Umpqua Community College OR $3,105
Williston State College ND $3,219
Mt. Hood Community College OR $3,239

Community Colleges
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Columbia Gorge Community College OR $3,285
University of Montana, Missoula College of Te MT $3,297 Rocky Mtn.
University of Montana, Helena College of Tech MT $3,298 Rocky Mtn.
Rogue Community College OR $3,300
Portland Community College OR $3,332
Tillamook Bay Community College OR $3,339
Treasure Valley Community College OR $3,420
Prince William Sound Community College AK $3,550
Lane Community College OR $3,555
Montana Tech, College of Technology MT $3,592 Rocky Mtn.
Southeast Technical Institut SD $3,592
Mitchell Technical Institute SD $3,600
North Dakota State College of Science ND $3,634
Renton Technical College WA $3,681
Lake Region State College ND $3,695
Western Dakota Technical Institute SD $3,719
Minot State University, Bottineau Campus ND $3,762
Bismarck State College ND $3,773
Klamath Community College OR $3,940
Bates Technical College WA $3,948
Lake Area Technical Institute SD $4,238

WICHE Average $1,625
Rocky Mtn. Average $1,911

CEU % of WICHE average 133.0%
CEU % of Rocky Mountain average 113.1%

CEU % of WICHE minimum 360.2%
CEU % of Rocky Mountain minimum 323.5%

CEU % of WICHE maximum 51.0%
CEU % of Rocky Mountain maximum 60.2%

Snow % of WICHE average 139.2%
Snow % of Rocky Mountain average 118.4%

Snow % of WICHE minimum 377.0%
Snow % of Rocky Mountain minimum 338.6%

Snow % of WICHE maximum 53.4%
Snow % of Rocky Mountain maximum 63.0%

Community Colleges
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SLCC % of WICHE average 156.0%
SLCC % of Rocky Mountain average 132.7%

SLCC % of WICHE minimum 422.5%
SLCC % of Rocky Mountain minimum 379.5%

SLCC % of WICHE maximum 59.8%
SLCC % of Rocky Mountain maximum 70.6%

 


