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SUMMARY 

 The Division of Forestry, Fire and State Lands manages the state's sovereign lands and provides forestry 
conservation and fire control activities on non‐federal forest, range, and watershed lands.  Although there 
are no state forests, approximately 30 percent of the state is non‐federal land, leaving a sizeable area on 
which the Division administers the state's forestry laws.   

ISSUES AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

Sovereign Lands Leases 

One of the main responsibilities of the Division of 
Forestry, Fire, and State Lands is to manage the 
sovereign lands in Utah, as well as to properly 
administer the leases and collect the revenues from the 
lessees and permittees on these lands.  The number of 
applications for lease has increased significantly after 
the completion of the Bear Lake Comprehensive 
Management Plan and the Utah Lake Master Plan and 
the moratorium on new lease in these areas was lifted.  
The number of applications for surface leases has 
increased by 17% and the number of mineral lease 
application has increased by 60%.  To meet these 
demands, as well as to ensure good management of the 
sovereign lands and create additional revenues, the 
Division is requesting funding to hire an additional staff.  
The Analyst recommends a one‐time appropriation of 
$61,500 from the GFR—Sovereign Land Management 
restricted fund. 

 OneTime Transfer to Water Rights to Extend the 
Backfill 

During the 2009 General Session, the Division Water 
Rights received an ongoing General Fund reduction of 
$737,700 with a one‐time backfill of $369,000 for FY 
2010.  The Department of Natural Resources leadership 
has requested that funding for a backfill for the Division 
of Water Right be provided for at least one more year.  
The Analyst recommends to the Subcommittee the 
following transactions for FY 2011: 

1. To appropriate $369,000 one‐time from the 
GFR—Sovereign Land Management restricted 
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Figure 1: Natural Resources - Forestry, Fire and State 
Lands - Budget History
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Figure 2: Natural Resources - Forestry, Fire and State 
Lands - FTE History
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fund to the Division of Forestry, Fire, and State Lands, and 

2. To approve a transfer of $369,000 one‐time General Fund from the Division of Forestry, Fire, and 
State Lands to the Division of Water Rights. 

ACCOUNTABILITY DETAIL 

The Division of Forestry, Fire, and State Lands is 
responsible for the fire suppression of all State and 
private unincorporated lands.   

  

 

 

 

BUDGET DETAIL 

Intent Language 

Under the terms of 63J-1-603 of the Utah Code, the Legislature intends that appropriations 
provided for Forestry, Fire, and State Lands in Item 178, Chapter 396, Laws of Utah 2009, shall 
not lapse at the close of FY 2010.  Expenditures of these funds is limited to: Utah Lake Special 
Master $375,000; Great Salt Lake CMP Revision $200,000; Bear River Migratory Bird Refuge 
Dispute $100,000; Little Willow Water Line $35,000; Navigational Hazards Removal $20,000; 
Lands Maintenance $50,000; Lease Tracking System $20,000.  

 
Base Budget Bill and Budget Reductions 

As a result of the projected 2% revenue shortfall in FY 2011, the Executive Appropriations Committee 
(EAC) adopted for FY 2011 General and Education Fund revenue estimates that are 2% less than the 
original FY 2010 ongoing appropriations.  This will be reflected in the FY 2011 base budget bills (S.B. 1 and 
H.B. 1), which reduce appropriations for all programs proportionately by 2%.  If enacted, these base budget 
bills will ensure a passage of a balanced budget for FY 2011 in the beginning of the 2010 Legislative 
Session.  The Budget Detail Table at the end of this Brief presents the FY 2011 base budget for this line 
item, as included in the base budget bill (see the column on the far right). 

However, the FY 2011 base budget will be further adjusted during the course of the General Session 
through supplemental appropriation bills, giving a chance for some of the initial, across‐the‐board 
reductions to be restored and others to be increased, all within the available forecasted revenues.  To 
prepare for these adjustments, EAC allocated 95% of original FY 2010 ongoing appropriations to each 
subcommittee and directed the subcommittees to compile a list of options equal to a 5% ongoing cut.   
Items from these lists will then be used by EAC, and the whole Legislature, to finalize the reductions and 
make sure that the state has a balanced budget for FY 2011. 
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BUDGET DETAIL TABLE 

Natural Resources - Forestry, Fire and State Lands

FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2010 FY 2011*
Sources of Finance Actual Appropriated Changes Revised Changes Base Budget
General Fund 2,461,500 2,440,900 0 2,440,900 (48,800) 2,392,100
General Fund, One-time 5,266,500 0 0 0 0 0
Federal Funds 6,932,700 4,132,700 138,700 4,271,400 (418,800) 3,852,600
Dedicated Credits Revenue 4,913,600 4,427,000 54,200 4,481,200 1,018,800 5,500,000
GFR - Sovereign Land Mgt 4,348,200 4,528,700 0 4,528,700 0 4,528,700
Transfers (4,000,000) 0 0 0 0 0
Beginning Nonlapsing 4,796,700 0 3,220,900 3,220,900 (3,220,900) 0
Closing Nonlapsing (3,220,900) 0 0 0 0 0
Lapsing Balance (100,000) 0 0 0 0 0

Total $21,398,300 $15,529,300 $3,413,800 $18,943,100 ($2,669,700) $16,273,400

Programs
Division Administration 856,600 1,082,700 (140,900) 941,800 (6,900) 934,900
Fire Management 788,900 727,100 205,900 933,000 (11,900) 921,100
Fire Suppression Emergencies 4,445,600 2,492,000 (330,200) 2,161,800 (691,800) 1,470,000
Forest Management 3,608,600 1,439,800 728,800 2,168,600 0 2,168,600
Lands Management 441,800 475,100 (20,000) 455,100 0 455,100
Lone Peak Center 4,745,200 3,917,000 (1,009,400) 2,907,600 0 2,907,600
Program Delivery 5,145,600 4,500,600 2,155,500 6,656,100 0 6,656,100
Project Management 1,366,000 895,000 1,824,100 2,719,100 (1,959,100) 760,000

Total $21,398,300 $15,529,300 $3,413,800 $18,943,100 ($2,669,700) $16,273,400

Categories of Expenditure
Personnel Services 10,374,700 7,944,600 (270,300) 7,674,300 (48,800) 7,625,500
In-state Travel 163,600 154,400 8,700 163,100 0 163,100
Out-of-state Travel 119,100 139,100 (20,300) 118,800 0 118,800
Current Expense 4,790,900 4,912,900 (13,300) 4,899,600 (560,600) 4,339,000
DP Current Expense 271,800 129,900 133,500 263,400 0 263,400
DP Capital Outlay 0 0 0 0 176,500 176,500
Capital Outlay 2,832,400 823,600 890,300 1,713,900 (176,500) 1,537,400
Other Charges/Pass Thru 2,845,800 1,424,800 2,685,200 4,110,000 (2,060,300) 2,049,700

Total $21,398,300 $15,529,300 $3,413,800 $18,943,100 ($2,669,700) $16,273,400

Other Data
Budgeted FTE 180.5 134.3 (4.8) 129.5 0.5 130.0

*Does not include amounts in excess of subcommittee's state fund allocation that may be recommended by the Fiscal Analyst.  

 


