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SUMMARY 

The Division of Wildlife Resources (DWR) manages all fish and wildlife species, regulates hunting, fishing 
and trapping, and conducts non‐consumptive activities. The mission of the Division is: “To serve the people 
of Utah as trustee and guardian of the state's wildlife.”    

ISSUES AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

Habitat Council Funding 

The goal of the Habitat Council is to restore and improve 
vegetation that can benefit the fish and wildlife habitat in 
Utah.  Further, the Council is required to advise the 
Director of DWR on habitat issues and recommend uses 
of monies from the Wildlife Habitat restricted fund.   For 
FY 2010 and FY 2011, the Council has recommended 
over 70 new projects, and the Division is requesting 
additional funding.   The Analyst recommends the 
Legislature provide the following appropriations for 
habitat improvement from the GFR‐Wildlife Habitat 
restricted fund: 

• $300,000 one time for FY 2010 and 

• $500,000 ongoing for FY 2011. 
 
Credit Card Charges 

The online license and permit purchases have increased 
four times since 2003 (from 30,000 to 120,000 per year).  
In addition, for the Bucks and Bulls drawings, the 
number of electronic applications has increases from 
186,000 in 2003 to almost 300,000 in 2009.  The fees 
charged by credit card companies have also steadily 
increased over the years.  The Division is requesting 
additional appropriation to cover these increased costs.  
The Analyst recommends that the Legislature provide 
the following appropriations from the GFR‐Wildlife 
Resources restricted account: 

• $374,200 one time for FY 2010 and 

• $374,200 ongoing for FY 2011. 
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ACCOUNTABILITY DETAIL 

Cost of Stocked Fish 

One of the Division’s goals is to increase the 
production of fish and reduce the cost of production.  

 

 

 

 

BUDGET DETAIL 

Base Budget Bill and Budget Reductions 

As a result of the projected 2% revenue shortfall in FY 2011, the Executive Appropriations Committee 
(EAC) adopted for FY 2011 General and Education Fund revenue estimates that are 2% less than the 
original FY 2010 ongoing appropriations.  This will be reflected in the FY 2011 base budget bills (S.B. 1 and 
H.B. 1), which reduce appropriations for all programs proportionately by 2%.  If enacted, these base budget 
bills will ensure a passage of a balanced budget for FY 2011 in the beginning of the 2010 Legislative 
Session.  The Budget Detail Table at the end of this Brief presents the FY 2011 base budget for this line 
item, as included in the base budget bill (see the column on the far right). 

However, the FY 2011 base budget will be further adjusted during the course of the General Session 
through supplemental appropriation bills, giving a chance for some of the initial, across‐the‐board 
reductions to be restored and others to be increased, all within the available forecasted revenues.  To 
prepare for these adjustments, EAC allocated 95% of original FY 2010 ongoing appropriations to each 
subcommittee and directed the subcommittees to compile a list of options equal to a 5% ongoing cut.   
Items from these lists will then be used by EAC, and the whole Legislature, to finalize the reductions and 
make sure that the state has a balanced budget for FY 2011. 

Intent Language 
 

The Legislature intends that up to $500,000 of Wildlife Resources budget may be used for big 
game depredation expenses.  The legislature also intends that half of these funds be from the 
General Fund Restricted-Wildlife Resources account and half from the General Fund. 

The Legislature intends that up to $140,000 be spent on livestock damage.  $90,000 will be 
from the General Fund and up to $50,000 will be from the General Fund Restricted - Wildlife 
Resources account. 

 

$3.50  $3.50  $3.50  $3.50 
$3.50 

$3.30 

$3.50 
$3.53 

$3.29 

$3.66 

$3.43 

$3.25 

FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010 Est

Cost per Pound of Fish Stocked

Target

Actual



 
 

OFFICE  OF  THE  LEGISLATIVE  FISCAL  ANALYST   ‐ 3 ‐  FEBRUARY  3,  2010,  6:15  PM  

 WI L D L I F E  R E S OU R C E S  OP E R A T I O N S  

BUDGET DETAIL TABLE 

Natural Resources - Wildlife Resources

FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2010 FY 2011*
Sources of Finance Actual Appropriated Changes Revised Changes Base Budget
General Fund 6,903,900 5,956,100 0 5,956,100 (119,100) 5,837,000
General Fund, One-time 153,000 0 0 0 0 0
Federal Funds 12,319,100 12,879,900 (941,900) 11,938,000 0 11,938,000
Dedicated Credits Revenue 222,300 86,200 0 86,200 0 86,200
GFR - Wildlife Habitat 2,758,900 2,400,000 0 2,400,000 0 2,400,000
GFR - Wildlife Resources 26,925,700 28,787,700 0 28,787,700 0 28,787,700
Transfers 167,400 165,000 0 165,000 0 165,000
Beginning Nonlapsing 811,900 450,000 (150,000) 300,000 (300,000) 0
Closing Nonlapsing (300,000) (450,000) 450,000 0 0 0
Lapsing Balance (2,058,100) 0 0 0 0 0

Total $47,904,100 $50,274,900 ($641,900) $49,633,000 ($419,100) $49,213,900

Programs
Administrative Services 6,122,900 5,630,100 1,085,800 6,715,900 122,300 6,838,200
Aquatic Section 13,175,600 12,733,800 (821,400) 11,912,400 (27,700) 11,884,700
Conservation Outreach 2,401,900 2,587,600 (4,700) 2,582,900 (9,200) 2,573,700
Director's Office 1,609,700 4,454,600 (1,354,300) 3,100,300 (153,200) 2,947,100
Habitat Council 3,308,500 2,400,000 300,000 2,700,000 (300,000) 2,400,000
Habitat Section 5,291,800 5,694,300 390,500 6,084,800 (4,100) 6,080,700
Law Enforcement 8,038,500 8,612,000 197,200 8,809,200 (35,300) 8,773,900
Wildlife Section 7,955,200 8,162,500 (435,000) 7,727,500 (11,900) 7,715,600

Total $47,904,100 $50,274,900 ($641,900) $49,633,000 ($419,100) $49,213,900

Categories of Expenditure
Personnel Services 28,932,800 29,285,800 1,063,300 30,349,100 15,300 30,364,400
In-state Travel 226,500 318,500 (75,600) 242,900 0 242,900
Out-of-state Travel 100,800 161,400 (62,300) 99,100 0 99,100
Current Expense 14,500,800 15,569,200 (586,700) 14,982,500 (300,000) 14,682,500
DP Current Expense 1,258,900 1,438,400 (176,100) 1,262,300 0 1,262,300
DP Capital Outlay (205,700) 1,000 9,200 10,200 58,000 68,200
Capital Outlay 2,024,600 711,300 770,200 1,481,500 (58,000) 1,423,500
Other Charges/Pass Thru 1,067,300 2,827,400 (1,622,000) 1,205,400 (134,400) 1,071,000
Cost Accounts (1,900) (38,100) 38,100 0 0 0

Total $47,904,100 $50,274,900 ($641,900) $49,633,000 ($419,100) $49,213,900

*Does not include amounts in excess of subcommittee's state fund allocation that may be recommended by the Fiscal Analyst.  


