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SUMMARY  

The Division of Child and Family Services (DCFS) is 
“the child, youth, and family services authority of the 
state.”  Its primary purpose is to provide child welfare 
services.  The division shall also, “... when possible and 
appropriate, provide preventive services and family 
preservation services….” Furthermore, the division 
shall “provide domestic violence services in 
accordance with federal law.”  By statute, DCFS is to 
provide child abuse prevention services, child 
protective services, shelter care, foster care, 
residential care, adoption assistance, health care for 
children in state custody, family preservation, 
protective supervision, and domestic violence 
preventive services. DCFS is a state‐administered 
agency with headquarters in Salt Lake City and five 
regional administrative centers.  For additional 
detailed information on DCFS, see the Compendium of 
Budget Information prepared for the 2010 General 
Session at 
http://le.utah.gov/lfa/reports/cobi2010/COBI2010.h
tm 
ISSUES  

Base Budget Adoption 

Adoption of the base budget enables the programs to 
continue for the next fiscal year at the level outlined.  
Some changes in the base budget may occur, namely 
non‐state fund increases or decreases (i.e. federal 
funds, transfers, dedicated credits and non‐lapsing 
balances) and program shifts within a line item.   
Department Requests for Consideration 

The department requests the following actions from 
the subcommittee for Child and Family Services: 
1. Provide $15,000,000 in General Fund with 

$4,511,300 in accompanying federal funds to 
replace $22,572,400 anticipated reductions in 
federal Medicaid funding beginning July 1, 2010.  
For a detailed description and discussion of this 
issue, see the Human Services Issue Brief – Loss of 
Federal Medicaid Funds for Children and Youth in 
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Residential Care.  The Governor has recommended providing the $15,000,000 FY 2011 ongoing General 
Fund for this purpose. 

2. Provide $5,000,000 in General Fund with $889,900 in accompanying other funds to cover the ongoing cost 
of care for abused and neglected children in state custody.  $4,123,500 of the $5,000,000 of requested 
state General Fund is to replace one‐time nonlapsing carry forward funds being used to cover costs in 
the current FY 2010 budget.  The division anticipates this one‐time funding source will no longer be 
available in FY 2011.  The remainder of the request is due to estimated increases in residential care 
caused by increased lengths of stay and increased numbers of children in care.  The Governor has 
recommended providing the $5,000,000 FY 2011 ongoing General Fund to DCFS for this purpose. 

3. Fund $1,521,700 in General Fund along with $47,100 in accompanying federal funds to cover ongoing 
costs for adoption assistance for children designated as having a special need.  $1,147,500 of the 
$1,521,700 of requested state General Fund is to replace one‐time nonlapsing carry forward funds 
being used to cover costs in the current FY 2010 budget.  The division anticipates this one‐time funding 
source will no longer be available in FY 2011.  The state provides payments regarding special needs 
children who are adopted from state custody.  Ninety‐four percent of the estimated $15,250,000 FY 
2011 budget for this item involves payments for monthly adoption assistance for children who are 
designated as having a special need.  The other six percent goes to pay for non‐recurring adoption costs, 
monthly assistance payments to guardianship arrangements, and some personnel costs.  Some 
payments qualify for federal participation.  It is estimated that fifty‐six percent of adoption assistance in 
FY 2011 will be paid with federal funding.  In addition, an estimate for FY 2011 of $1,800,000 in General 
Fund will be transferred to the Department of Health to match Medicaid costs for adoptive children.  
The Governor has recommended providing the $1,521,700 FY 2011 ongoing General Fund to DCFS for 
this purpose.  

4. Authorize the following item of intent language: 
Under Section 63J1603 of the Utah Code the Legislature intends that appropriations provided for 
Adoption Assistance and Out of Home Care programs within the Division of Child and Family Services 
line item in Item 108, Chapter 396 of the Laws of Utah 2009 not lapse at the close of Fiscal Year 2010.  
The use of any nonlapsing funds is limited up to $5,500,000 and these nonlapsing funds are to be used 
only for “Other Charges/Pass Through” expenditures.   

ACCOUNTABILITY  DETAIL  

For a discussion of accountability detail, see Issue Brief Department of Human Services Accountability 
Detail. 
BUDGET  DETAIL  
The following table shows the budget history for the DCFS line item including the base budget for adoption.  The 
Executive Appropriations Committee adopted FY 2011 General and Education Fund revenue estimates that 
are 98 percent of the original FY 2010 ongoing appropriations.  The FY 2011 base budget bills (S.B. 1 and 
H.B. 1) reduce appropriations for all line items and programs proportionately to match revenues.  
However, the Executive Appropriations Committee allocated 95 percent of original FY 2010 ongoing 
appropriations to each subcommittee and directed the subcommittees to compile a list of options equal 
to a 5 percent ongoing reduction.  The Executive Appropriations Committee will use these options to make 
final adjustments to the FY 2011 budget. 
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Human Services - Child and Family Services

FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2010 FY 2011*
Sources of Finance Actual Appropriated Changes Revised Changes Base Budget
General Fund 97,610,900 97,520,600 0 97,520,600 (1,950,400) 95,570,200
General Fund, One-time (2,543,400) (1,576,800) 0 (1,576,800) 1,576,800 0
Federal Funds 49,831,300 47,795,700 (3,235,000) 44,560,700 462,400 45,023,100
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act 4,079,200 4,509,900 0 4,509,900 (4,509,900) 0
Dedicated Credits Revenue 2,554,400 2,553,200 125,500 2,678,700 (120,200) 2,558,500
GFR - Children's Trust 400,000 400,000 0 400,000 0 400,000
GFR - Domestic Violence 840,700 840,700 0 840,700 0 840,700
Transfers - H - Medical Assistance 15,320,500 16,514,900 (1,695,100) 14,819,800 (2,232,000) 12,587,800
Transfers - Other Agencies 31,300 16,500 0 16,500 0 16,500
Transfers - Within Agency 853,700 0 310,000 310,000 15,000 325,000
Beginning Nonlapsing 5,550,200 0 5,271,000 5,271,000 (5,271,000) 0
Closing Nonlapsing (5,271,000) 0 0 0 0 0
Lapsing Balance (1,059,000) 0 0 0 0 0

Total $168,198,800 $168,574,700 $776,400 $169,351,100 ($12,029,300) $157,321,800

Programs
Administration 3,760,400 4,151,000 (158,200) 3,992,800 (65,500) 3,927,300
Adoption Assistance 14,932,900 14,501,000 749,700 15,250,700 (1,997,400) 13,253,300
Child Welfare Management Information System 5,071,400 5,642,000 (24,200) 5,617,800 (48,100) 5,569,700
Children's Trust Account 399,600 400,000 0 400,000 0 400,000
Domestic Violence 5,946,500 6,548,500 (307,500) 6,241,000 (23,500) 6,217,500
Facility-based Services 4,262,800 4,136,400 0 4,136,400 (59,100) 4,077,300
In-Home Services 2,095,500 2,253,500 0 2,253,500 (45,100) 2,208,400
Minor Grants 4,928,100 4,741,100 (1,100) 4,740,000 (28,300) 4,711,700
Out-of-Home Care 49,503,500 46,662,900 2,135,800 48,798,700 (8,899,800) 39,898,900
Selected Programs 3,287,700 3,129,400 0 3,129,400 0 3,129,400
Service Delivery 71,675,500 74,004,200 (1,444,000) 72,560,200 (838,200) 71,722,000
Special Needs 2,334,900 2,404,700 (174,100) 2,230,600 (24,300) 2,206,300

Total $168,198,800 $168,574,700 $776,400 $169,351,100 ($12,029,300) $157,321,800

Categories of Expenditure
Personnel Services 66,815,600 67,437,900 (1,531,600) 65,906,300 (1,205,000) 64,701,300
In-state Travel 606,600 901,500 (294,400) 607,100 (200) 606,900
Out-of-state Travel 60,800 59,500 (39,500) 20,000 0 20,000
Current Expense 18,120,300 19,009,500 (105,600) 18,903,900 (96,700) 18,807,200
DP Current Expense 4,140,500 4,917,900 (96,200) 4,821,700 (45,100) 4,776,600
DP Capital Outlay 52,000 0 25,000 25,000 0 25,000
Other Charges/Pass Thru 78,403,000 76,248,400 2,818,700 79,067,100 (10,682,300) 68,384,800

Total $168,198,800 $168,574,700 $776,400 $169,351,100 ($12,029,300) $157,321,800

Other Data
Budgeted FTE 1081.2 1139.5 (54.0) 1085.5 0.1 1085.6
Vehicles 193.0 184.0 9.0 193.0 0.0 193.0

*Does not include amounts in excess of subcommittee's state fund allocation that may be recommended by the Fiscal Analyst.  
LEGISLATIVE  ACTION  

The Analyst recommends the Legislature: 
1. Adopt a total FY 2011 base appropriation of $157,321,800 with the plan of financing shown above for 

the Child and Family Services line item. 
2. Approve the item of intent language discussed earlier. 
3. Consider the department’s requests in item numbers 1, 2, and 3 shown on page two above to address 

$18,000,000 in anticipated reductions in federal Medicaid funding beginning July 1, 2010, $5,000,000 to 
address the ongoing cost of care for abused and neglected children in state custody, and $1,521,700 to 
provide for the ongoing costs for adoption assistance.   Item number 1 is also addressed in the Human 
Services Issue Brief – Loss of Federal Medicaid Funds for Children and Youth in Residential Care. 


