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– Sage-grouse need sagebrush.  

– Landscape-scale species. 

– Not all sagebrush has sage-

grouse. 

– Sage-grouse eat ONLY 

sagebrush leaves Nov – March. 

– Sagebrush must extend above 

snow in winter. 

 



Leks and Other Habitat 
●  

●

●

●

 

●  

 

●  

 
 



Listing of the Sage -Grouse 

● 

●

●

 

 



Photo © James Yule 

Used by permission 



Recent Petitions 

• 2005 – FWS determined “not warranted” 

• Challenged by Western Watersheds Project in 

Idaho federal court (Judge Winmill) 

• Court ordered a relook at the decision, based on 

alleged interference with the scientific data 

• Utah moved to intervene in the case, 

intervention reluctantly granted. 

• Other environmental groups challenged a whole 

series of ESA issues in D.C. 

 

 



Latest Listing Decision 

March 2010 



Listing Factors 
A. Present or threatened destruction,  

    modification, or curtailment of  
    habitat or range 

B.  Overuse for commercial, recreational, 
    scientific or educational purposes 

C.  Disease or predation 

D.  Inadequacy of existing regulatory 
     mechanisms 

E.  Other natural or manmade factors  
     affecting the species continued existence 
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Range-wide Lek Density Map 

Doherty et al. 2010 

UTAH 



Wyoming’s Efforts 

● 

● Federal, state, and local governments, r

 

 

 



 

 



Utah Sage-grouse Local Working 

Groups  
• West Box Elder LWG 

• Rich County Adaptive 
Resource Management 

• Morgan/Summit LWG 

• West Desert LWG 

• Strawberry Valley LWG 

• Uintah Basin LWG 

• Castle Country LWG 

• Southwest Desert LWG 

• Parker Mountain LWG 

• Color Country LWG 

• San Juan County LWG 
(Gunnison sage-grouse) 



• Development 

• Loss of quality habitat 

• Drought and weather 

• Parasitism/disease 

• Wildfire 

• Predation 

• Hunting/Poaching 

• Improper grazing 

• Invasive plants 

 

        Local working group plans 
Each plan identifies threats to sage-grouse 



Distribution of Sage-grouse in Utah 

Approximately 14% 

of Utah is currently 

Occupied Sage-

grouse Habitat 

Beck et al. 2003 



Utah Sage-grouse Lek Areas 
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Considerations for a Utah Plan 

• Must be better than the provisions 

under a ESA listing decision 

• Must consider the needs of the species 

• Must consider the economic needs of 

Utah 

– Energy industry, recreation, ranching all 

vital 

• Must protect private property and 

property interests 
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The Best Way to Predict the Future is to Create It. 


