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Utah has successfully implemented a variety of
efforts to ensure literacy for all students. The efforts ##%
include Optional Extended-Day Kindergarten, the .
K-3 reading program, on-going adoption of new
standards and assessments, on-going professional
development and use of data to inform instruction. The graphs and charts below illustrate this success.

FIGURE 1 - 8th Grade ELA Proficencies FIGURE 2 - 8th Grade ELA Proficency Levels
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Despite arapidly growing and increasingly diverse population, the percentage of proficient students on Utah's
8th grade Language Arts CRT has steadily increased since 2005. In 2005, when the K-3 reading progam began,
only 77% of the 8th grade class scored at or above proficient; in 2011, this percentage increased to 90% of
the 8th grade class scoring at or above proficient. This upward trend holds true for four major race/ethnicity
categories: American Indian, Caucasian, Hispanic, and Pacific Islander students. This is just one indicator in
which state literacy improvement efforts show a difference.
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= FIGURE 3 - 8th Grade ELA Percent Change from 2005 to 2011
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2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011
2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011
American Indian 51% 53% 58% 59% 64% 72% 75%
Caucasian 81% 84% 87% 88% 87% 90% 92%
Hispanic 52% 54% 60% 64% 63% 71% 77%
Pacific Islander 64% 69% 70% 76% 76% 81% 85%

— FIGURE 4 - 8th Enrollment Percent Change from 2005 to 2011
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2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011
2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011
American Indian 655 695 632 623 605 598 577
Caucasian 31023 31460 30776 31085 31986 32384 33211
Hispanic 4297 4637 5008 5523 5761 5960 6311
Pacific Islander 531 557 588 549 627 653 612



In 2005, the USOE implemented a statewide K-3 reading program across all schools. Students exposed to the
K-3 program from the beginning have noticeably higher CRT proficiency rates than unexposed similar cohorts
in later years (i.e., students who were in 3rd grade or higher in 2004).

In Figure 5 and the corresponding table below, the data is organized to follow a grade cohort of students
through the progression of ELA courses. The trend line compares to the 2004 cohort as a control to the other
grades that received exposure to the statewide K-3 reading program. There is a noticeable increase in the
number of students in the proficiency range when compared with those students in the 2004 control group.
This is yet another indicator that statewide efforts improve literacy.
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s FIGURE 5 - ELA Proficiency Rate
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3rd 4th 5th 6th 7th 8th 9th 10th
2004 3rd Graders (Control) 77.73% 78.79% 80.40% 79.31% 82.84% 82.18% 86.58%
2005 3rd Graders (1 year) 75.74% 80.20% 77.98% 82.40% 86.28% 86.28% 87.66%
2006 3rd Graders (2 year) 77.88% 79.26% 77.49% 80.70% 84.01% 89.60%
2007 3rd Graders (3 year) 77.56% 77.68%  76.55% 79.13%  82.16%
2008 3rd Graders (3 year) 79.93% 78.41%  77.75% 80.54%
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To look at the data in yet another way, the 4th and 7th grade Language Arts proficiency rates of the 2005,
2006, and 2007 cohorts were compared to the rates of the 2004 control cohort. Grades 4 and 7 were chosen
as the two time periods to compare since those were the two grades where data were available for all four
groups. The table on the next page shows that a much higher percentage of 7th graders exposed to the K-3
reading program scored at or above proficiency on the LA CRTs. Note: Statistically significant differences are

noted with an asterisk.
7th Grade: Statistical
4th Grade 7th Grade

Difference from Control
2004 3rd Graders (Control) 77.73% 79.31% .
2005 3rd Graders (1 year) 80.20% 82.40%* Yes, statistically different
2006 3rd Graders (2 year) 79.26% 84.01%* Yes, statistically different
2007 3rd Graders (3 year) 77.68% 82.16%* Yes, statistically different
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FIGURE 6 - K-3 Reading Program Differences
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FIGURE 7 - K-3 CRT Proficiency Percent Change
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Figures 6 and 7 also show
the differences between the
four groups in 4th and 7th
grade. Figure 6 shows actual
proficiency scores while Figure
7 shows the percent change
from 4th grade.

Figure 7 allows an equivalent
comparison of percent
proficiency increases across
groups. Both figures are
noteworthy because they
indicate that the time that
students spend in the K-3
program is associated with LA
CRT scores in later years.



One final indicator that statewide literacy efforts help all students is shown in this chart that reflects minority
and disadvantaged students’ proficiency on the LA CRT since 2005. Because Utah is becoming more diverse
with increased percentages of students in ethnic/racial and other subgroups, we might expect to see a
decrease in the percentage of 3rd grade students proficient on the ELA CRTs. However, due to gains made by
subgroups, particularly Hispanic/Latino and highly mobile students, we have seen an overall increase.

FIGURE 8 - Growth on 3rd Grade ELA, 2005 to 2011
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Funding for the K-3 Literacy program has stayed around $15 million since 2005; however, taking into account
inflation and the increase in enrollment counts, the amount of K-3 dollars per student has decreased. Despite
the combination ofincreased enrollment and decreased funding, proficiency rates are slowly trending upward.

FIGURE 9 - Percent Change from 2005 Levels
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