UTAH STATE
OFFICE OF Z9%tseosan
REHABILITATION Salt Lake Ciy, UT 84114-4200

Voice/TTY (801) 538-7530
Donald R. Uchida Toll-Free 1-800-473-7530
Executive Director Fax (801) 538-7522

Sen. Allen M. Christensen, Senate Chair April 2, 2012
Rep. Bill Wright, House Chair

Social Services Appropriations Subcommittee

Utah State Legislature

Salt Lake City, UT 84114

Dear Sirs:

This letter is in response to the two questions asked by Rep. Last and Rep. McCay respectively during the 2012
General Session.

1. Rep. Last: Explanation as to what the $36 million in Other Services in the budget was used for and detailed
listing of amounts and institutions for which funds are going to reimburse college tuition. RESPONSE:
Technically, we do not reimburse, we issue a purchase authorization at the beginning of the semester and
then pay off of the invoice received from the college/university at the end of the semester. A detailed
breakdown institution by institution accompanies this letter.

Of the $36,838,800 Total pass through amount:

$2.,943,963.92 went to the 6 Independent Living Centers

$1,728, 626.95 went to the Blind Center Residential Training Facility (ARRA Funds)
$27,466 went to Access Utah/DD Council

$9,734.64 went to the U of U for the Work Incentive Planning Assistance (WIPA) Study
$1,851,633.25 went to the indirect cost pool based on payroll

$6,561,424.76 Subtotal
Case Service Budgets
$26,101,723.71 VR General
1,028,144.44 VR Blind
3,147,507.09 Disability Determination Services (DDS)
$30,277,375.24 Subtotal Case Service
$36,838,800  Grand Total

Our 2011 Performance Report accompanies this letter and it has a pie chart showing expenditures of the
combined General and Blind VR case service budgets.

2. Rep McCay: Background information data and trends associated with unemployment among the Deaf.
RESPONSE: This information comes from the 2011 Annual Disability Statistics Compendium, which I
have included excerpts of with this letter.

Utah State Board of Education, Larry K. Shumway, EdD, Chief Executive Officer



First, I would like to give you some census data. From 2006 to 2010 Utah had the largest increase in
population, 8.8%, in the nation. The nationwide prevalence of disability is 11.9% of the general
population. Utah has the lowest disability prevalence rate in the nation at 8.5%.

The 2010 data estimated there were 27,982 individuals age 18-64 in Utah with a hearing disability. That
would be 1.7% of the general population and 22.6% of the people with disabilities.

In 2010, the national employment rate for people (18-64 yrs) with hearing disabilities was 49.1%. The
highest employment rate was Wyoming with 72.5% and the low was West Virginia with 36.9%. Utah was
at 58.0%. Therefore the unemployment rate for people with a hearing disability in Utah 42%. While Utah
is about 9% below the national unemployment rate, that rate is still deplorable given the current
unemployment rate in Utah for the overall population is 5.8%. Thank you for funding the ASL Job
Placement Specialist for the Deaf. We will be happy to report back to you the number of successful
placements that individual achieves during the next session.

The final statistic I will give you is the “gap”. This number is the difference between the full time, year
round employment rate for people with disabilities (18-64) compared to the full time, year round
employment rate for people without disabilities (18-64). In 2010, nationwide, that rate for individuals with
disabilities 20.1%. For individuals without disabilities the rate was 51.5% thus the “gap” was 31.4
percentage points difference in the full time, year round employment rate between people with disabilities
and people without disabilities. Maine had the largest “gap” at 38.8 percentage points and Utah had the
smallest “gap” with 24.1 percentage points. This means Utah has more people with disabilities working
full time, year round as a percentage of the total workforce and any other state in the nation.

1 have also attached the Compendium from 2010 and 2009 so you can see trends. I could not go back any
further than 2009 because that was the initial edition of the Compendium. The data however, goes back to
cover 2007 and 2008. The 2009 and 2010 editions indicate that Utah’s population growth rate has
remained steady, the disability prevalence and the percentage of people with a hearing disability and the
employment “gap” between people with disabilities and those without have remained fairly stable.

I hope this answers the questions adequately. Please contact me if you have any more questions or need
additional information.

Thank you all so much for your support USOR and our programs.

Sincerely,

Pyt R ey

Donald R. Uchida
Executive Director

CC: Rep. Bradley G. Last
Rep. Daniel McCay



College Fees FY 2011 Expenditures

Don Uchida
3/13/2012

University of Utah

Utah State University
Weber State University
Southern Utah University
Salt Lake Community College
Utah Valley University
College of Eastern Utah
Snow College

Dixie College

Brigham Young University

Ameritech College

Ave Maria School of Law
BYU Idaho

Columbia College

Devry University

Dine College Financial Aid Office

Eagle Gate College

Follett Higher Education Group
Gallaudet University Bookstore

300-319 Tuition and Fees

320

Gallaudet University Student Accts

ITT Technical Institute
LDS Business College
Mesa State College

Southern New Hampshire University

Stevens Henegar College
Tiffin University

University of Northern Colorado

Valley City State University
Washington State University
Washington Unversity St Louis
Western Governors University
Westminster College

Bridgerland Applied Tech College

Davis Applied Tech College
Dixie Applied Tech College
Mountainland Tech College

323

Ogden Weber Applied Tech College

Salt Lake Tooele ATC
SLCC Skills Center

Books and Supplies
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934,752.00

1,640,562.00

527,563.00
298,999.00

1,073,757.00

942,294.00
825,485.00
144,504.00
188,220.00

86,288.00

60,507.00
32,667.00
3,599.00
17,316.00
10,333.00
400.00
10,161.00
605.00

19,597.00
8,553.00
32,615.00
4,965.00
2,077.00
59,789.00
1,974.00
3,500.00
5,822.00
1,800.00
464.00
36,815.00
91,272.00

191,305.00
176,078.00
65,543.00
915.00
173,044.00
29,110.00
172,445.00

W W

71,445.00
220,661.00
73,548.00
36,477.00
283,879.00
140,301.00
48,220.00
43,254.00
86,715.00
10,965.00

203.00

2,144.00

7,956.00



Southwest Applied Tech College 74,658.00
Uintah Basin Applied Tech College S 160,967.00

RVl

S 8,111,324.00 $ 1,025,768.00
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UTAH’S 10 STATE COMPARISON STUDY forrer 2011

Colorado | Idaho | Montana | Nevada | North | Oregon |S.Dakota | So.Dakota | Wyoming

UTAH (General) Dakota {General) | (Blind/Visually
Impaired)
Number of Client
P obs T | 3,587 | 2,349 | 2,083 | 776 | 947 | 761 |1,793| 719 | 115 | 676
Average Number
Placed in Jobs per 28 17 29 19 21 18 14 19 18 23
Counselor _

Cost per Client $10,559($17,108| $7,432 $15,154($19,659($13,348 $21,784/$14,127| $22,258 $13,196
Rehabilitated

g\i‘gagecase'“d 232 | 144 130 197 139 165 123 157 102 189

HIGHLIGHTS
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The following information & 3,587 individuals with disabilities were successfully employed.
demonstrates the individual g 30,170 individuals were provided with vocational rehabilitation services.

%gaﬁgggg?;gﬁ;ﬁz; Wi 2 99 percent of those employed were severely disabled.
achieved during 2011: # 183 public assistance recipients were successfully employed.

688 Social Security Disability Insurance recipients were successfully employed.
# 38 individuals were successfully employed through supported employment services.

8 $15,860,825 in estimated annual taxes were paid by 3,587 employed individuals
after vocational rehabilitation services were provided.

MAJOR DISABL[NG CONDITIONS of the 3,587 Individuals Rehabilitated
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DISABLING CONDITION

33 (1%)

TRAUMATIC
BRAIN INJURY

BLIND/VISUALLY |
IMPAIRED |

54 (2%)

64 (2%)

ALCOHOLISM 35 (4%)

DEAF/HARD OF

HEARING | 175 (5%)

DRUG ADDICTION |

ORTHOPEDIC |
AMPUTATION |

COGNITIVE |
DISABILITIES |

496 (14%)

| 849 (22%)

MENTAL ILLNES
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DIVISION OF REHABILITATION SERVICES EXPEN DlTU RES

js pie chart sh h f jce funds utilized fe
VOCATIONAL b that cssted petpls Wik alsveioes s pregaring for ad
obtaining employment.
REHABI LITATION 3,587 TOTAL EMPLOYED

PROGRAM

Eligible individuals, in partnership

Diagnostic/Evaluation

with their Vocational Rehabilitation Other Goods and Services

Assistive Technology

counselor, assess their rehabilita-

Maintenance/Transportation
tion needs, establish an employ- Physical/Mental Restoration 35.0%

ment goal, and develop a plan to B S R A S RS e R S S S s

reach that goal. The plan includes

the following information: services

ECONOMIC IMPACT After Rehabilitation Services
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provide the services, a time line, 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14

l
BEFORE REHABILITATION

435% Increase
in Weekly
Earnings

of the 3,587
Individuals
Rehabilitated

and evaluation criteria to measure

progress toward the goal.

Services are available according to

needs, abilities, and choices. These

services may include medical res-

totaronand teament counseling| . (Y (CTIPATIONS ofthe 3587 individuals Rehabiltiated
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and guidance, assistive technol- SCEUDATIGN

. ,015 (zs‘%)
ogy, job placement, and follow-up,

820 (23%)

as well as other services needed
763 (21%)

SERVICE
OCCUPATIONS

HOMEMAKER/UNPAI

to assist consumers to attain their 753 (21%)

employment goals. | 141 (4%)

FARM/FISHING/

FORESTRY 62{2%)

33(1%)
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SLICCESSFLUL PEOPLE
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CORBY CAMPBELL

Throughout his young life, Corby loved doing back flips which he taught himself through
progressively more difficult practice. While attending college, where he was taking 14
credit hours and working 35 hours per week, Corby regularly commuted 45 minutes away
from home. With that demanding schedule, Corby had a lot of pent-up stress and energy.
One day while waiting for the bus, he decided to release some of that energy by doing a
series of back flips against a wall. In the process, he slipped and hit the back of his neck,
breaking his neck in two places. This resulted in him becoming a quadriplegic.

Corby came to Vocational Rehabilitation in 2005. VR was able to assist Corby with guid-
ance and counseling. They also helped him to modify his van and continue his educa-
tion. Without the worries of financing his education, Corby was able to concentrate on his
schoolwork and on making himself better after his accident. Corby graduated with his BA
in Computer Science in December 2010. On February 1, 2011, Corby started working as a
software developer. With hard work, determination, and resources like VR, Corby is living
life to the fullest.

WESLEY KAURA

Wes had the desire to succeed—he just needed support and opportunity. After suffering
from seizures, Wes came to VR for help to obtain and maintain a job. With the help of VR,
he went back to school and received his certification. He has now been successfully em-
ployed for over 14 months. With his VR counselor to encourage him, Wes worked hard to
complete his education. His alcohol dependency is in remission, and Wes is helping others
in AA with their dependency. Wes has overcome many obstacles because of his determi-
nation and work ethic. He says his success was due to his counselor reassuring him and
helping him believe in himself.

JEANNIE MANNING

Jeannie had struggled with school throughout her life. At the age of 16, she dropped out
of high school. After a while Jeannie decided to get her GED and work toward a better
job. However, the job she wanted was that of nurse, which requires difficult courses. She
struggled with the demanding nursing classes, and many times she had teachers tell her
that she was not going to make it. However, they didn't know Jeannie. She was not go-
ing to give up. In her third quarter of nursing school she took a test that she did not pass.
The teacher saw how determined Jeannie was and recognized that there was a problem.
Jeannie was referred to Vocational Rehabilitation in 2010. After testing, it was discovered
that Jeannie had dyslexia and severe depression. Her counselor helped her find a good
therapist and provided medication to help with her disabilities. Her VR counselor never
told Jeannie that she couldn't become a nurse; instead she helped guide her and get
her back on track. Jeannie graduated with her associate’s degree in December 2010 and
passed her nursing exam in July 2011. Jeannie is now working full time and planning to go
back to school and obtain her bachelor’s.



Addendum to Unanswered Questions From Legislators 2012 General Session

Rep McCay

Background Information and Trends RE: Unemployment Among the Deaf

Number of USOR Successful Employment Outcomes of Persons Deaf or Hard of Hearing

EISCAL YE, # OF DEAF AND HH EMPLOYED % OF TOTAL
2011 175 5% of 3587
2010 185 5% of 3486
2009 162 5% of 3116
2008 174 5% of 3310

2007 182 5% of 3156
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| Statistics
ompendium




Section li: State-Level

Population Statistics

Table 1: In 2008, the resident population in the United States was estimated

to be 304,059,724 individuals, up from 295,560,549 individuals in 2005—a 2.9
percent increase. The state with the largest population in 2008 was California,

with 36,756,666 individuals. The state with the smallest population in 2008 was
Wyoming, with 532,668 individuals. The largest percentage increase in population
from 2005 to 2008 was in Utah—a 9.4 percent increase, while the largest decrease
in population was in Louisiana—a 1.9 percent decrease.

Table 2: The projected 2030 resident population in the United States is
363,584,435 individuals—a projected 19.6 percent increase from 2008. The

state with the largest projected population in 2030 is California, with 46,444,861
individuals. The largest projected percentage increase in population from 2008 to
2030 is in Arizona—a 64.8 percent increase, while the largest projected decrease in
population was in the District of Columbia—a 26.8 percent decrease.

Table 3: Based on data from the American Community Survey (ACS), in 2007,
there were 275,748,779 individuals ages 5 and over living in the community,
41,199,423 of which were individuals with disabilities—a prevalence rate of
14.9 percent. The state with the largest number of individuals with disabilities
was California, with 4,267,123 individuals with disabilities, while the state with
the smallest number of individuals with disabilities was Wyoming, with 73,863
individuals with disabilities. West Virginia had the highest prevalence rate, 23.7
percent, while Colorado had the lowest prevalence rate, 12.1 percent.

Table 4: In 2007, there were 44,461,573 individuals ages 5 to 15 years living in the
community, 2,758,236 of which were individuals with disabilities—a prevalence rate
of 6.2 percent. Among this age range, Maine had the highest prevalence rate, 9.4
percent, while Nevada had the lowest prevalence rate, 3.9 percent.

Table 5: In 2007, there were 21,708,547 individuals ages 16 to 20 years living in
the community, 1,474,943 of which were individuals with disabilities—a prevalence
rate of 6.8 percent. Among this age range, West Virginia had the highest
prevalence rate, 10.6 percent, while Hawaii had the lowest prevalence rate, 4.3
percent.

Table 6: In 2007, there were 173,311,976 individuals ages 21 to 64 years living in
the community, 22,231,265 of which were individuals with disabilities—a prevalence
rate of 12.8 percent. Among this age range, West Virginia had the highest
prevalence rate, 22.5 percent, while New Jersey had the lowest prevalence rate,
9.4 percent.

Table 7: In 2007, there were 195,020,523 individuals ages 16 to 64 years living in
the community, 23,706,208 of which were individuals with disabilities—a prevalence

Annual Disability Statistics Compendium: 2009



Section V: Recently Released Statistics

Prevalence Statistics

Table 86: Based on data from the American Community Survey (ACS), in 2008,
there were 298,574,528 individuals living in the community, 36,071,802 of which
were individuals with disabilities—a prevalence rate of 12.1 percent. The state with
the largest number of individuals with disabilities was California, with 3,692,623
individuals with disabilities, while the state with the smallest number of individuals
with disabilities was Wyoming, with 61,906 individuals with disabilities. West
Virginia had the highest prevalence rate, 19.0 percent, while Utah had the lowest
prevalence rate, 8.9 percent.

Table 87: In 2008, there were 20,907,477 individuals under 5 years old living in
the community, 155,766 of which were individuals with disabilities—a prevalence
rate of 0.7 percent. For this age range, the District of Columbia and Oregon had
the highest prevalence rates, 1.4 percent, while South Dakota had the lowest
prevalence rate, .2 percent.

Table 88: In 2008, there were 52,878,578 individuals ages 5 to 17 years living in
the community, 2,741,171 of which were individuals with disabilities—a prevalence
rate of 5.2 percent. For this age range, Arkansas and Maine had the highest
prevalence rates, 8.1 percent, while Colorado and North Dakota had the lowest
prevalence rates, 3.3 percent.

Table 89: In 2008, there were 187,579,233 individuals ages 18 to 64 years living in
the community, 18,995,085 of which were individuals with disabilities—a prevalence
rate of 10.1 percent. For this age range, West Virginia had the highest prevalence
rate, 17.8 percent, while Hawaii had the lowest prevalence rate, 7.4 percent.

Table 90: In 2008, there were 37,209,240 individuals ages 65 years and over

living in the community, 14,179,780 of which were individuals with disabilities—a
prevalence rate of 38.1 percent. For this age range, Mississippi had the highest
prevalence rate, 48.4 percent, while Minnesota and New Hampshire had the lowest
prevalence rate, 32.5 percent.

Tables 91-96: In 2008, of the 187,579,233 individuals ages 18 to 64 years living in
the community,

4,053,848 individuals (or 2.2 percent
3,427,386 individuals (or 1.8 percent
7,695,235 individuals (or 4.1 percent
9,628,591 individuals (or 5.1 percent
3,332,551 individuals (or 1.8 percent
6,531,154 individuals (or 3.5 percent

had a hearing disability,

had a vision disability,

had a cognitive disability,

had an ambulatory disability,

had a self-care disability, and

had an independent living disability.

S S S i S S
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Tables

Table 1.1: In 2009, the resident population in the United States was estimated

to be 307,006,550 individuals, up from 298,593,212 individuals in 2006—a 2.8
percent increase. The state with the largest population in 2009 was California,

with 36,961,664 individuals. The state with the smallest population in 2009 was
Wyoming, with 544,270 individuals. The largest percentage increase in population
from 2006 to 2009 was in Utah—a 7.8 percent increase, while the largest decrease
in population was in Mississippi—a 1.1 percent decrease.

Table 1.2: The projected 2030 resident population in the United States is
363,584,435 individuals—a projected 19.6 percent increase from 2008. The

state with the largest projected population in 2030 is California, with 46,444,861
individuals. The largest projected percentage increase in population from 2008 to
2030 is in Arizona—a 64.8 percent increase, while the largest projected decrease in
population was in the District of Columbia—a 26.8 percent decrease.

Table 1.3: Based on data from the American Community Survey (ACS), in 2009,
there were 301,472,074 individuals living in the community, 36,150,710 of which
were individuals with disabilities—a prevalence rate of 12.0 percent. The state with
the largest number of individuals with disabilities was California, with 3,637,196
individuals with disabilities, while the state with the smallest number of individuals
with disabilities was Wyoming, with 68,889 individuals with disabilities. West
Virginia had the highest prevalence rate, 18.8 percent, while Utah had the lowest
prevalence rate, 8.9 percent.

Table 1.4: In 2009, there were 21,206,523 individuals under 5 years old living in
the community, 158,593 of which were individuals with disabilities—a prevalence
rate of 0.7 percent. For this age range, Maine had the highest prevalence rate, 1.6
percent, while Montana had the lowest prevalence rate, .1 percent.

Table 1.5: In 2009, there were 53,151,830 individuals ages 5 to 17 years living in
the community, 2,748,524 of which were individuals with disabilities—a prevalence
rate of 5.2 percent. For this age range, the District of Columbia had the highest
prevalence rate, 8.6 percent, while Hawaii had the lowest prevalence rate, 3.2
percent.

Table 1.6: In 2009, there were 189,181,224 individuals ages 18 to 64 years living in
the community, 19,054,587 of which were individuals with disabilities—a prevalence
rate of 10.1 percent. For this age range, West Virginia had the highest prevalence
rate, 17.2 percent, while Hawaii had the lowest prevalence rate, 7.7 percent.

Table 1.7: In 2009, there were 37,932,497 individuals ages 65 years and over
living in the community, 14,189,006 of which were individuals with disabilities—a
prevalence rate of 37.4 percent. For this age range, Mississippi had the highest
prevalence rate, 46.2 percent, while Connecticut had the lowest prevalence rate,
31.8 percent.
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Table 2.3: In 2009, of the 3,914,029 individuals with hearing disabilities ages 18
to 64 years living in the community, 2,020,785 individuals were employed—an
employment rate of 51.6 percent. The employment rate for people with hearing
disabilities was highest in North Dakota (70.6 percent) and lowest in West Virginia
(40.4 percent).

Table 2.4: In 2009, of the 3,269,773 individuals with vision disabilities ages 18
to 64 years living in the community, 1,250,935 individuals were employed—an
employment rate of 38.3 percent. The employment rate for people with vision
disabilities was highest in North Dakota (62.6 percent) and lowest in Mississippi
(29.2 percent).

Table 2.5: In 2009, of the 7,865,243 individuals with cognitive disabilities ages

18 to 64 years living in the community, 1,917,392 individuals were employed—an
employment rate of 24.4 percent. The employment rate for people with cognitive
disabilities was highest in North Dakota (46.6 percent) and lowest in the District of
Columbia (14.4 percent).

Table 2.6: In 2009, of the 9,800,216 individuals with ambulatory disabilities ages
18 to 64 years living in the community, 2,563,687 individuals were employed—an
employment rate of 26.2 percent. The employment rate for people with ambulatory
disabilities was highest in North Dakota (43.4 percent) and lowest in West Virginia
(18.5 percent).

Table 2.7: In 2009, of the 3,368,117 individuals with self-care disabilities ages

18 to 64 years living in the community, 584,413 individuals were employed—an
employment rate of 17.4 percent. The employment rate for people with ambulatory
disabilities was highest in North Dakota (45.8 percent) and lowest in South Carolina
(12.0 percent).

Table 2.8: In 2009, of the 6,555,826 individuals with independent living disabilities
ages 18 to 64 years living in the community, 1,106,530 individuals were
employed—an employment rate of 16.9 percent. The employment rate for people
with independent living disabilities was highest in North Dakota (40.9 percent) and
lowest in Kentucky (10.7 percent).

Table 2.9: In 2009, the employment rate for individuals with disabilities ages 18 to
64 years living in the community was 35.3 percent, while the employment rate for
individuals without disabilities ages 18 to 64 years living in the community was 74.3
percent—an employment gap of 39.1 percentage points. The employment gap was
greatest in the District of Columbia (45.4 percentage points) and smallest in Alaska
(26.6 percentage points).

Table 2.10: In 2009, the employment gap between individuals with and without

disabilities ages 18 to 64 years living in the community was 39.1 percent, while the
comparable measure was 38.6 in 2008.
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Section |: Population and
Prevalence

This section presents statistics on U.S. resident
population and projected population, as well as
disability prevalence. The prevalence statistics
describe disability prevalence by age and by
disability type. The principal source of these
data is the U.S. Census Bureau, specifically the
American Community Survey.

American Community Survey (ACS)—The
ACS is a large, continuous demographic survey
conducted by the U.S. Census Bureau that

will provide accurate and up-to-date profiles

of America’s communities every year. Annual
and multi-year estimates of population and
housing data are generated for small areas,
including tracts and population subgroups.
This information is collected by mailing
questionnaires to a sample of addresses.

-Ambulatory Disability (ACS)—In the
ACS, individuals five or more years old who
responded “yes” when asked if they had “serious
difficulty walking or climbing stairs.”

Cognitive Disability (ACS)—In the ACS,
individuals who indicated “yes” when asked
if due to a physical, mental, or emotional
condition, they had “serious difficulty
concentrating, remembering, or making
decisions.”

Disability Status (ACS)—The U.S. Census
Bureau used six questions to identify persons
with disabilities. A response of “yes” to

any one of the questions indicates that the
person in question has a disability—vision,
hearing, cognitive, ambulatory, self-care, and
independent living. However, the cognitive,
ambularory, self-care, and independent living
related questions are not used to identify
disability in individuals less than five years old,
and the independent living related question is
not used to identify disability in individuals less
than 18 years old.

Hearing Disability (ACS)—In the ACS,
individuals who indicated “yes” when asked if
they were “deaf or ... [had] serious difficulty

hearing.”

Independent Living Disability (ACS)—In

the ACS, individuals who indicated “yes”

when asked if, due to a physical, mental, or
emotional condition, they had difficulty “doing
errands alone such as visiting a doctor’s office or

shopping.”

Resident Population—All residents (both
civilian and Armed Forces) living in the
United States (all 50 states and the District of
Columbia).

Self-Care Disability (ACS)—In the ACS,
individuals five or more years old who
responded “yes” when asked if they had “setious
difficulty dressing or bathing.”

Vision Disability (ACS)—In the ACS,
individuals who indicated “yes” when asked if
they were “blind or ... [had] serious difhiculty

seeing even when wearing glasses.”

Tables

Table 1.1: In 2010, the resident population

in the United States was estimated to be
309,050,816 individuals, up from 298,431,771
individuals in 2006—a 3.4 percent increase.
The state with the largest population in 2010
was California, with 37,266,600 individuals.
The state with the smallest population in 2010
was Wyoming, with 547,637individuals. The
largest percentage increase in population from
2006 to 2010 was in Utah—a 8.8 percent
increase, while the largest decrease in population
was in Michigan—a 1.5 percent decrease.

Table 1.2: The projected 2030 resident
population in the United States is 363,584,435
individuals—a projected 19.6 percent increase
from 2008. The state with the largest projected
population in 2030 is California, with
46,444,861 individuals. The largest projected
percentage increase in population from

2008 to 2030 is in Arizona—a 64.8 percent
increase, while the largest projected decrease in
population was in the District of Columbia—a
26.8 percent decrease.

Table 1.3: Based on data from the American
Community Survey (ACS), in 2010, there
were 304,287,836 individuals living in the

www.DisabilityCompendium.org | 866.538.9521



community, 36,354,712 of which were
individuals with disabilities—a prevalence
rate of 11.9 percent. The state with the largest
number of individuals with disabilities was
California, with 3,640,092 individuals with
disabilities, while the state with the smallest
number of individuals with disabilities was
Wyoming, with 65,570 individuals with
disabilities. West Virginia had the highest
prevalence rate, 18.9 percent, while Utah had
the lowest prevalence rate, 8.5 percent.

Table 1.4: In 2010, there were 20,132,071
individuals under 5 years old living in the
community, 156,038 of which were individuals
with disabilities—a prevalence rate of 0.8
percent. For this age range, Maine had the
highest prevalence rate, 1.8 percent, while
North and South Dakota had the lowest
prevalence rate, 0.3 percent.

Table 1.5: In 2010, there were 53,885,453
individuals ages 5 to 17 years living in

the community, 2,798,597 of which were
individuals with disabilities—a prevalence rate
of 5.2 percent. For this age range, the District
of Columbia had the highest prevalence rate,
8.4 percent, while North Dakota had the lowest
prevalence rate, 4.1 percent.

Table 1.6: In 2010, there were 191,138,060
individuals ages 18 to 64 years living in

the community; 19,048,426 of which were
individuals with disabilities—a prevalence
rate of 10.0 percent. For this age range, West
Virginia had the highest prevalence rate, 17.2
percent, while New Jersey had the lowest
prevalence rate, 7.3 percent.

Table 1.7: In 2010, there were 39,132,252
individuals ages 65 years and over living in
the community, 14,351,651 of which were
individuals with disabilities—a prevalence rate
of 36.7 percent. For this age range, Mississippi
had the highest prevalence rate, 45.5 percent,
while Delaware had the lowest prevalence rate,
31.3 percent.

Tables 1.8-1.13: In 2010, of the 191,138,060
individuals ages 18 to 64 years living in the

community,

* 3,924,360 individuals (or 2.1 percent) had a
hearing disability,

* 3,209,067 individuals (or 1.7 percent) had a

vision disability,

* 7,943,002 individuals (or 4.2 percent) had a

cognitive disability,

* 9,856,708 individuals (or 5.2 percent) had
an ambulatory disability,

* 3,444,202 individuals (or 1.8 percent) had a
self-care disability, and

* 6,648,058 individuals (or 3.5 percent) had
an independent living disability.

Table 1.14: In 2009, there were 36,150,710
individuals with disabilities living in the
community. In 2010, there were 36,354,712
individuals with disabilities living in the
community, a 0.56 percent increase. The
largest percentage increase in the population
of individuals with disabilities from 2009 to
2010 was in the Rhode Island, a 10.26 percent
increase. The District of Columbia had the
largest decrease in the population of individuals
with disabilities from 2009 to 2010, an 8.54
percent decrease
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Section 2: Employment

This section presents statistics on employment
and full-time, year-round employment. For
both categories of employment, data are
presented concerning those with disabilities,
those without disabilities, and the employment
gap (difference in employment rate) berween
these two populations. The principal source of
these data is the U.S. Census Bureau, specifically
the American Community Survey.

American Community Survey (ACS)—The
ACS is a large, continuous demographic survey
conducted by the U.S. Census Bureau that

will provide accurate and up-to-date profiles
of America’s communities every year. Annual
and multi-year estimates of population and
housing data are generated for small areas,
including tracts and population subgroups.
This information is collected by mailing
questionnaires to a sample of addresses.

Disability Status (ACS)—The U.S. Census
Bureau used six questions to identify persons
with disabilities. A response of “yes” to any one
of the questions indicates that the person in
question has a disability. However, the cognitive,
ambulatory, self-care, and independent living
related questions are not used to identify
disability in individuals less than five years old,
and the independent living related question is
not used to identify disability in individuals less
than 18 years old.

Employment Gap—The difference between
the total number of individuals employed and
the number of individuals employed of a certain
population.

Employment Status (ACS)—In the ACS,
individuals were asked a series of questions
designed to identify their status. Based on the
answers, individuals were classified into one
of five groups: (1) people who worked at any
time during the reference week; (2) people

on temporary layoff who were available for
work; (3) people who did not work during the
reference week but who had jobs or businesses
from which they were temporarily absent
(excluding layoff); (4) people who did not

work during the reference week, but who were
looking for work during the last four weeks and
were available for work during the reference
week; and (5) people not in the labor force. The
employment status data shown in American
Community Survey tabulations relate to people
16 or more years old.

Full-Time, Year-Round Workers (ACS)—The
ACS defines full-time, year-round workers as
“all people 16 years old and over who usually
worked 35 hours or more per week for 50 to 52
weeks in the past 12 months.”

Tables

Tables 2.1 and 2.2: In 2010, of the 19,048,426
individuals with disabilities ages 18 to 64 years
living in the community, 6,368,644 individuals
were employed—an employment rate of 33.4
percent. In contrast, of the 172,089,634
individuals without disabilities ages 18 to 64
years living in the community, 125,358,735
individuals were employed—an employment
rate of 72.8 percent. The employment rate for
people with disabilities was highest in North
Dakota (54.0 percent) and lowest in the
Kentucky (25.7 percent).

Table 2.3: In 2010, of the 3,924,360
individuals with hearing disabilities ages 18 to
64 years living in the community, 1,928,750
individuals were employed—an employment
rate of 49.1 percent. The employment rate for
people with hearing disabilities was highest in
Wyoming (72.5 percent) and North Dakota
(72.2 percent) and lowest in West Virginia (36.9
percent).

Table 2.4: In 2010, of the 3,209,067
individuals with vision disabilities ages 18 to
64 years living in the community, 1,194,184
individuals were employed—an employment
rate of 37.2 percent. The employment rate
for people with vision disabilities was highest
in Nebraska (54.4 percent) and lowest in the
District of Columbia (22.1 percent).

Table 2.5: In 2010, of the 7,943,002
individuals with cognitive disabilities ages 18
to 64 years living in the community, 1,855,059

www.DisabilityCompendium.org | 866.538.9521
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individuals were employed—an employment
rate of 23.4 percent. The employment rate for
people with cognitive disabilities was highest in
North Dakota (43.8 percent) and lowest in the
Kentucky (16.9 percent).

Table 2.6: In 2010, of the 9,856,708
individuals with ambulatory disabilities ages 18
to 64 years living in the community, 2,405,715
individuals were employed—an employment
rate of 24.4 percent. The employment rate for
people with ambulatory disabilities was highest
in North Dakota (41.6 percent) and lowest in
Kentucky (18.0 percent).

Table 2.7: In 2010, of the 3,444,202
individuals with self-care disabilities ages18

to 64 years living in the community, 563,110
individuals were employed—an employment
rate of 16.3 percent. The employment rate for
people with ambulatory disabilities was highest
in South Dakota (28.6 percent) and lowest in
District of Columbia (8.1 percent).

Table 2.8: In 2010, of the 6,648,058
individuals with independent living disabilities
ages 18 to 64 years living in the community,
1,051,918 individuals were employed—

an employment rate of 15.8 percent. The
employment rate for people with independent
living disabilities was highest in Minnesota
(31.2 percent) and lowest in Kentucky (9.0
percent).

Table 2.9: In 2010, the employment rate for
individuals with disabilities ages 18 to 64 years
living in the community was 33.4 percent, while
the employment rate for individuals without
disabilities ages 18 to 64 years living in the
community was 72.8 percent—an employment
gap of 39.4 percentage points. The employment
gap was greatest in the Maine (48.9 percentage
points) and smallest in Wyoming (27.7
percentage points).

Table 2.10: In 2010, the employment

gap berween individuals with and without
disabilities ages 18 to 64 years living in the
community was 39.4 percent, while the
comparable measure was 39.1 in 2009.

Tables 2.11 and 2.12: In 2010, of the
19,048,426 individuals with disabilities ages 16
to 64 years living in the community, 3,834,727
individuals were employed fulltime, year-
round—a full-time, year-round employment
rate of 20.1 percent. In contrast, of the
172,089,634 individuals without disabilities
ages 16 to 64 years living in the community,
88,683,091 individuals were employed full-
time, year-round—a full-time, year-round
employment rate of 51.5 percent. The full-time,
year-round employment rate for people with
disabilities was highest in North Dakota (32.1
percent) and lowest in Maine (15.2 percent).

Table 2.13: In 2010, the full-time, year-round
employment rate for individuals with disabilities
ages 18 to 64 years living in the community
was 20.1 percent, while the full-time, year-
round employment rate for individuals without
disabilities ages 18 to 64 years living in the
community was 51.5 percent—a full-time,
year-round employment gap of 31.4 percentage
points. The full-time, year-round employment
gap was greatest in the Maine (38.8 percentage
points) and smallest in Utah (24.1 percentage
points).
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