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Purpose of Wildlife Management 
Areas (WMAs) 

• DWR manages its lands 
for the benefit of 
wildlife, hunters, 
anglers, and wildlife 
watchers.   

 



Purpose of WMAs 

• WMAs provide crucial 
habitats for a variety of 
species 

 



Big game winter range 



Waterfowl marshes 



Endangered and/or Sensitive Species 



Public Access 

 

 

 



State and Federal Land Management 
Some Differences.......... 

 

• Active Management 

 

• Energy Development 

 

• Grazing 

 

• Land Use Planning 



Active Management 
• NEPA typically not required for management of 

WMAs 

• DWR is able to utilize a full suite of beneficial 
practices to manage its lands 

– Using chaining as a restoration tool 

• No special requirements or designations  

– Wilderness  



Energy Development 

• With very few exceptions, DWR does not own 
the mineral estate on WMAs 

• DWR works closely with Industry to provide 
reasonable access across and on WMAs for 
mineral exploration and development 



Energy Development 

• Goal:  Work with mineral owners so development 
can proceed without unnecessary impacts to 
wildlife and their habitat 



Grazing 

• Grazing is a valuable tool to enhance wildlife 
habitat and decrease the threat of large-scale 
wildfire 



Grazing Practices on WMAs 

• WMAs often grazed by adjacent 
Federal livestock permittee 

• Spring grazing to enhance shrub 
growth and leave enough winter 
forage for big game 

 

•  Grassbanks for grazers 
involved in cooperative 
range restoration projects 
on their private lands 



Land Use Planning 

• State Wildlife Code requires DWR to conduct 
land use planning by preparing a Habitat 
Management Plan (HMP) for all of its lands 

 

• Land use planning requires coordination with 
counties, local governments, and other 
interested parties  



Land Use Planning 

• Sanpete HMP and WMA access plan 



Thank you 


