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U.S. Constitution, Article IV, Sec. 3 [New States], cl. 2

The Congress shall have Power to dispose of and 
make all needful Rules and Regulations respecting 
the Territory or other Property belonging to the 
United States; and nothing in this Constitution shall 
be so construed as to Prejudice any Claims of the 
United States, or of any particular State.
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Utah Enabling Act

Section 3, Second. That the people inhabiting said 
proposed State do agree and declare that they 
forever disclaim all right and title to the 
unappropriated public lands lying within the 
boundaries thereof; . . .; and that until the title 
thereto shall have been extinguished by the 
United States, the same shall be and remain subject 
to the disposition of the United States, . . . no 
taxes shall be imposed by the State on lands or 
property  . . .
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“. . . a provision has been usually inserted in the compacts 
by which new states have been admitted into the Union 
that such interference with the primary disposal of the 
soil of the United States shall never be made. Such 
provision was inserted in the act admitting Missouri, and it 
is embodied in the present constitution, with the further 
clause that the legislature shall also not interfere ‘with any 
regulation that Congress may find necessary for securing 
the title in such soil to the bona fide purchasers.’”
Gibson v. Chouteau, 80 U. S. 100 (1872)

U.S. Supreme Court quotes the Northwest Ordinance
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Utah is perpetually last in 
the nation in per pupil 

funding.What would it take for Utah to 
reach “average” in per pupil 

funding?
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