
Mission

Plan, conserve, develop and 
protect Utah’s water 

resources.



Legislative Authority
 Protect Utah’s rights to interstate streams.
 Provide comprehensive water planning.
 Manage Utah’s water resource 

construction programs.
 Research, evaluate and oversee Utah’s 

cloud seeding program.
 Oversee Water Conservation Plan Act.
 Oversee the development of Bear River 

and Lake Powell Pipeline projects.





River Basin Plans
Bear River – 1992 & 2004

Weber River – 1997 & 2009

Jordan River – 1992 & 2010

* Projected Completion Date

Uintah –
1999 & 2013*

West Colorado
River – 2000

Southeast Colorado
River– 2000

West Desert – 2001

Utah Lake –
2001 & 2013*

Sevier River – 1999

Cedar/Beaver –
1995

Kanab Creek/
Virgin River –

1993



State Water Planning Process

 Project Scoping (seek input from key stakeholders)
 Internal Review (develop and polish content)
 Committee Review:

• Division of Water Rights
• Division of Wildlife Resources
• Division of Parks and Recreation
• Division of Drinking Water
• Division of Water Quality

 Advisory Review (key water providers)
 Public Review (including public meeting)
 Publish Final



1990

State Water Plans &
River Basin Plans

1990-2001

2001 2004-2010 2013



SWP Chapters
 Introduction
 Water Supply
 Population & Water Use Projections
 Water Conservation
 Water Management Strategies

• (Ag Conv., Water Reuse, Conjunctive Man., Secondary Water)

 Water Development
 Water Quality & The Environment



Special Studies
2005-2012

Topics Include:
Water Conservation, Water Reuse, Conjunctive Management, Drought, 
Sedimentation in Reservoirs, Residential Water Use, Municipal & 
Industrial Water Use, Cost of Water,  Water & Energy and Cloud Seeding.

All publications are on-line at  http://water.utah.gov



Utah’s Public Community System
Per Capita Water Use



Board of Water Resources Funding
 The Board funds water projects that 

conserve, protect, or more efficiently use 
present water supplies, develop new 
water, or provide flood control

 Board has constructed nearly 1,400 
projects since 1947

 Legislature has appropriated $322M
 Board has made loans totaling $713M
 Total project value over $2B
 Board has only had one default (and 

another in potentially in progress)









If We Each Save a Little, We All Save A lot!

Questions?


