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SUMMARY  

The Utah State Courts constitute the judicial branch of government. Its mission is to provide the people of Utah 
with an open, fair, efficient, and independent system for the advancement of justice under the law.  

The Judicial Council also provides oversight for the 
locally‐funded and operated Justice Court System. The 
Utah Court System is divided into the following line 
items:   

 Administration   

 Grand Jury 

 Contracts and Leases 

 Jury and Witness Fees 

 Guardian Ad Litem 
 
The main Courts line item is Administration. The main 
line item consists of the: 
 

 Utah Supreme Court, 

 Utah Court of Appeals , 

 District Courts (trial courts of general jurisdiction),  

 Juvenile Courts, and  

 Provides oversight for local justice courts. 
 

LEGISLATIVE ACTION 

The Analyst recommends the Legislature: 

1. Adopt the recommended budget as shown in the 
budget detail table on page 4. 

2. Approve the intent language on page 2. 
3. Approve Court fees on the document titled 

“Executive Offices and Criminal Justice: Fees”. 
4. Approve federal funds on the document titled 

“EOCJ Federal Funds FY 2013 and FY 2014”. 
5. Approve building blocks of $157,400 for federal 

funds and $50,000 in restricted funds for divorce 
education.  

6. That if new funds become available, the 
Legislature fund $160,000 ongoing from the 
General Fund for E‐filing programming. 
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Figure 1: Courts - Administration - Budget History
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Figure 2: Courts - Administration - FTE History
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Figure 3: Courts - Administration - FY 2014 Funding 
Mix



 
 

FEBRUARY  4,  2013   ‐ 2 ‐  OFFICE  OF  THE  LEGISLATIVE  FISCAL  ANALYST  

COU R T S :  MA I N   L I N E   I T EM  

ISSUES AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

Intent Language  
The Analyst recommends the following intent language for FY 2013 and FY 2014: 
 

Under Section 63‐J‐1‐603 of the Utah Code, the Legislature intends that appropriations of up to 
$2,500,000 provided for Administration in Item 22 of Chapter 11 Laws of Utah 2012 not lapse at the close 
of Fiscal Year 2013. The use of any unused funds is limited to Computer Equipment/Software, Employee 
Training/Incentives, Equipment/Supplies, Special Projects/Studies, Temporary Employees‐‐Law Clerks, 
Judicial Service Representatives, Juvenile Community Service Programs, Senior Judge Assistance, Grant 
Match, and Law Library Fund Carry Forward. 
 
The Legislature intends that the salary of district court judges be increased by the same percentage as 
state employees generally, and if state employees’ salaries are not adjusted, that the salary of a district 
court judge remain at $133,450. 

 

 
Fees 
See Courts fees on the document entitled “Executive Offices and Criminal Justice: Fees”. 
 
 
Federal Funds 
See Courts federal funds on the documents entitled “Executive Offices and Criminal Justice: FY 2012” and 

“Executive Offices and Criminal Justice: FY 2013”. 

 

Recommended Funding 
 
Below is a list of requested/recommended funding items for the Courts. The LFA recommends $157,400 for the 
Courts Divorce Education Program, $157,400 increase in federal funds, and should funds become available 
$160,000 ongoing from the General Fund for E‐Filine programming costs.

 
 
Divorce Education – The Courts report that “The Divorce Education for Children Program has received regular 
funding from the Utah Bar Foundation since 2007. This funding is used to pay for the program instructor, a part‐
time secretary, brochure printing, and other class‐related expenses. The program is housed in the 
Administrative Office of the Courts at the Matheson courthouse, which provides support through office space, 
computer equipment, and office expenses.  In addition, the Family Law Section of the Utah State Bar has 
provided funding for the program on two occasions.” 
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Federal Funds – The Courts estimate a federal grant award will exceed the original requested amount and have 
asked for an additional $157,400 for FY 2014. The Analyst recommends approval of the increased amount.  
 
E‐Filing Programming Funds – The Courts report that, “The transition from a paper based to an electronic based 
court system has resulted in increased demand for programs designed to allow judges and court personnel to 
work with the electronic record.  These demands include enhancements to the E‐Filing system in anticipation of 
mandatory civil E‐Filing, but they also include new features for district, juvenile, and appellate judges and court 
personnel.  In an attempt to meet the demand for new services, the IT Division will need additional 
programmers.” Should new funding become available, the Analyst recommends funding $160,000 for additional 
programmers to assist in moving from their current system to their scheduled paperless system. This transition 
has largely helped the Courts absorb budget reductions in other areas. 
 
Accountability Detail 
See Courts Accountability on the Issue Brief entitled “Courts: Performance”. 
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BUDGET  DETAIL  TABLE  

Courts	‐	Administration

FY	2012 FY	2013 FY	2013 FY	2014*
Sources	of	Finance Actual Appropriated Changes Revised Changes Recommended
General	Fund 83,537,800 87,480,500 0 87,480,500 0 87,480,500
General	Fund,	One‐time 950,000 31,100 0 31,100 (31,100) 0
Federal	Funds 745,600 575,100 0 575,100 (13,700) 561,400
Dedicated	Credits	Revenue 1,690,200 2,971,800 0 2,971,800 0 2,971,800
GFR	‐	Dispute	Resolution 414,300 423,500 0 423,500 0 423,500
GFR	‐	Children's	Legal	Defense 361,200 375,000 0 375,000 0 375,000
GFR	‐	Court	Reporting	Technology 250,000 254,300 0 254,300 0 254,300
GFR	‐	Court	Security	Account 7,556,400 7,558,700 0 7,558,700 0 7,558,700
GFR	‐	Court	Trust	Interest 795,000 808,800 0 808,800 0 808,800
GFR	‐	DNA	Specimen 249,200 249,200 0 249,200 0 249,200
GFR	‐	Justice	Court	Tech,	Sec,&	Trainin 1,105,000 1,121,300 0 1,121,300 0 1,121,300
GFR	‐	Non‐Judicial	Adjustment 932,100 942,000 0 942,000 0 942,000
GFR	‐	Online	Court	Assistance 251,000 230,100 0 230,100 0 230,100
GFR	‐	State	Court	Complex 300,000 304,300 0 304,300 0 304,300
GFR	‐	Substance	Abuse	Prevention 512,700 526,500 0 526,500 0 526,500
GFR	‐	Tobacco	Settlement 352,800 352,800 0 352,800 0 352,800
Transfers 114,900 0 132,000 132,000 (132,000) 0
Transfers	‐	Commission	on	Criminal	an 255,900 581,800 0 581,800 0 581,800
Transfers	‐	Other	Agencies 209,700 459,600 (132,000) 327,600 144,400 472,000
Beginning	Nonlapsing 2,359,000 0 2,140,900 2,140,900 (2,140,900) 0
Closing	Nonlapsing (2,140,900) 0 0 0 0 0
Lapsing	Balance (1,160,500) 0 0 0 0 0
Total $99,641,400 $105,246,400 $2,140,900 $107,387,300 ($2,173,300) $105,214,000

Programs
Supreme	Court 2,444,400 2,553,900 2,200 2,556,100 0 2,556,100
Law	Library 727,400 982,400 (4,900) 977,500 (18,200) 959,300
Court	of	Appeals 3,662,500 3,929,000 (72,500) 3,856,500 (10,500) 3,846,000
District	Courts 38,815,900 42,423,200 (162,500) 42,260,700 (852,200) 41,408,500
Juvenile	Courts 34,513,200 34,828,400 1,196,100 36,024,500 (388,700) 35,635,800
Justice	Courts 1,196,500 1,269,700 7,900 1,277,600 0 1,277,600
Courts	Security 7,031,200 7,558,700 0 7,558,700 0 7,558,700
Administrative	Office 4,366,100 3,912,900 400,600 4,313,500 (292,400) 4,021,100
Judicial	Education 628,200 604,800 58,400 663,200 (69,000) 594,200
Data	Processing 5,265,100 5,846,100 715,600 6,561,700 (528,600) 6,033,100
Grants	Program 990,900 1,337,300 0 1,337,300 (13,700) 1,323,600
Total $99,641,400 $105,246,400 $2,140,900 $107,387,300 ($2,173,300) $105,214,000

Categories	of	Expenditure
Personnel	Services 83,434,700 86,400,000 12,500 86,412,500 (758,800) 85,653,700
In‐state	Travel 295,500 319,900 1,000 320,900 0 320,900
Out‐of‐state	Travel 108,600 157,500 3,000 160,500 0 160,500
Current	Expense 12,933,600 16,634,100 1,496,500 18,130,600 (873,500) 17,257,100
DP	Current	Expense 2,611,900 1,029,600 543,100 1,572,700 (541,000) 1,031,700
DP	Capital	Outlay 12,600 310,300 84,800 395,100 0 395,100
Capital	Outlay 49,000 0 0 0 0 0
Other	Charges/Pass	Thru 195,500 395,000 0 395,000 0 395,000
Total $99,641,400 $105,246,400 $2,140,900 $107,387,300 ($2,173,300) $105,214,000

Other	Data
Budgeted	FTE 1,118 1,117 0 1,117 (13) 1,104
Actual	FTE 955 0 1,031 1,031 (1,031) 0
Vehicles 143 143 0 143 (143) 0

*Does	not	include	amounts	in	excess	of	subcommittee's	state	fund	allocation	that	may	be	recommended	by	the	Fiscal	Analyst.
 


