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Governance of the Utah Data Alliance and Utah Futures 
Sen. Howard Stephenson proposal 

November 1, 2013 
 

This bill: 
 

1) Establishes the Utah Data Alliance (UDA), a consortium or partnership between the 
State Board of Education, the Board of Regents, the Utah College of Applied Technology 
(UCAT), the Department of Workforce Services, and the Utah Education Network (UEN). 
 

2) Establishes the Utah Data Alliance Governing Board (Board) responsible for the 
oversight and administration of both Utah Futures and the UDA, housed at, and staffed 
by UEN. 

 Membership of the Board includes the following members appointed to four year terms: 
o The Lieutenant Governor as chair of the Board; 
o Three members representing the Utah Public Education System, appointed by the 

State Board of Education; 
o Three members representing the Utah System of Higher Education, appointed by 

the Board of Regents;  
o Three members representing the Department of Workforce Services, appointed by 

the Executive Director of the Department of Workforce Services; 
o Three members representing the UCAT, appointed by the UCAT Board of Trustees; 

and 
o Three members representing employers, appointed by the Governor. 

 Provides $1,838,700 ongoing to the Board to operate the UDA, including operating the 
state’s Statewide Longitudinal Data System (SLDS) and managing data collected from 
participating agencies. 

 
3) Provides duties of the Board: 

 Select a UDA Executive Director to act on behalf of the Board to administer and operate 
the SLDS and Utah Futures. 
o The Executive Director will serve as the chair of both the UDA Advisory Committee 

and the Utah Futures Advisory Committee. 

 Provide policy direction to the Executive Director and both advisory committees. 

 Hire employees or contract with participating state agencies (such as the State Board of 
Education, State Board of Regents, UCAT, and Department of Workforce Services) to run 
the state’s SLDS and other data reporting programs. 

 Determine the appropriate uses of UDA data for state and federal reporting purposes. 

 By November 1, 2014, evaluate and determine whether Utah Futures should be 
outsourced to a private provider.  Report the Board’s determination regarding Utah 
Futures to each of the Education Interim Committee and the Executive Appropriations 
Committee on or before the Committees’ November 2014 meetings. 

 Develop an extensive UDA dashboard with information accessible by the public. 



2 
 

 Ensure privacy and confidentiality of data, as required by state and federal privacy laws. 

 Develop an opt-out policy to allow a parent or student to opt-out of having the 
student’s information included in the SLDS, dashboard, or any other tool the UDA may 
use to report student data.  

 Identify appropriate education policy questions that can be addressed or analyzed by 
the UDA. 

 Develop a policy for data requests. 

 Develop data use policies. 

 Evaluate the quality of the data going into the SLDS. 

 Track changes in federal and state regulations involving data element definitions and 
make recommendations to the Board. 

 Annually report to both the Education Interim Committee and the Executive 
Appropriations Committee.  

 
4) Establishes the UDA Advisory Committee, to advise the Board on all matters related to 

the SLDS and other data management issues. 

 The Board shall appoint members to the UDA Advisory Committee which shall include at 
least one staff member from each of the participating state agencies.  
 

5) Amends the Utah Futures Steering Committee provisions in Section 53A-1-410 to 
establish the Utah Futures Advisory Committee as an advisory committee to the Board. 

 


