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Methods for Selecting State 
Board of Education Members
• There are two primary methods for selecting State Board of Education 

members:
• Election by the citizens of the state; or

• Appointment by the governor.

• Some state boards of education are made up of a combination of 
appointed and elected members.

• Some states use a different selection process, or do not have a State 
Board of Education.



Elected State Boards of Education

Partisan Elections

5 States
Alabama
Colorado
Kansas
Michigan
Texas

Non-Partisan Elections

5 States
Louisiana*
Nebraska
Nevada*
Ohio*
Utah
*Board members selected through a combination of elections 
and appointments.



Nominations in States with 
Partisan Elections

• State Board of Education candidates in states with partisan elections 
generally follow the same process to be placed on the ballot as 
candidates for other offices in those states.



States with Partisan Elections

• Alabama — Candidates file a declaration of candidacy with the state party chair.

• Colorado— Assemblies of the major political parties make assembly designations of 
candidates for nomination or candidates can get on the ballot by filing collecting 
signatures and filing a petition.

• Kansas — Candidates file an application either by paying a filing fee or by collecting 
signatures on a petition.

• Michigan— Political parties nominate candidates at their conventions.

• Texas— Candidates file an application for the primary ballot either by paying a filing 
fee or collecting signatures on a petition.



Nominations in States with Non-
Partisan Elections

• State Board of Education candidates in states with non-partisan 
ballots are required to either collect signatures to appear on the 
ballot or file a declaration of candidacy.



States with Non-Partisan
Elections

• Louisiana — Candidates must collect 1,000 signatures from within their districts.

• Nebraska — Candidates may either file a candidate filing form to participate in a 
primary election or collect signatures from 10% of the total number of registered 
voters voting for governor or president of the United States at the immediately 
preceding general election to participate in the general election. 

• Nevada — Candidates may be nominated for the primary election by filing a 
declaration of candidacy, or by 10 or more registered voters filing a certificate of 
candidacy on their behalf.

• Ohio— Candidates must file a nomination petition with signatures to participate in a 
primary election.



Appointed State Boards of 
Education

Arkansas

California

Florida

Georgia

Idaho

Illinois

Indiana

Iowa

Maine

Maryland

Montana

New Jersey

North Dakota

Oklahoma

Oregon

South Dakota

Virginia

Wyoming

Alaska

Arizona

Connecticut

Delaware

Hawaii

Kentucky

Missouri

Pennsylvania

Rhode Island

Tennessee

Vermont

West Virginia

Appointed by the governor 
without a legislative confirmation 
process

18 States

Appointed by the governor with a 
legislative confirmation process

12 States



Other Selection Methods
• Three states (Minnesota, New Mexico and Wisconsin) do not have a State 

Board of Education.

• Three states (Mississippi, New York and South Carolina) have one or more 
members of the State Board of Education appointed by the Legislature.

• Two states (Massachusetts and North Carolina) have one or more ex 
officio voting members on the State Board of Education.

• One state (Washington) has members appointed by local school boards.

• One state (New Hampshire) has members appointed by the governor and 
approved by an executive council.



Please feel free to contact the Education Team with any questions:

Allyson Goldstein, Policy Analyst, agoldstein@le.utah.gov

Angie Stallings, Associate General Counsel, astallings@le.Utah.gov

Tiffany Stanley, Policy Analyst, tiffanystanley@le.utah.gov

Connie Steffen, Policy Analyst, csteffen@le.utah.gov
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