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Office of Health Care Statistics

• Established in 1990

• Staff of eight, plus four contracted professionals

• Responsible for collecting, analyzing and 
disseminating health care data

– Health Care Costs

– Quality 

– Access to Health Care
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Informational Activities

• Health Care Facility Utilization and Charges

• Health Plan Performance Reports

• Hospital Comparison Reports

• Public Use Data Set Releases

– Researchers

– Institutions

– Systems
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Data Collection Activities

• Facility data from:
– Hospitals
– Emergency Departments
– Ambulatory Surgery centers

• Health plan quality data from:
– Commercial Insurance Companies
– Medicaid/CHIP
– Some other Third Party Payers

• Claims data from:
– Insurance Companies
– Medicaid ACOs
– Other Payers
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Health Plan Performance

• Annual reports since 1996

• HEDIS measures of quality of care:
– 43 Commercial 

– 29 Medicaid

– 20 CHIP

• CAHPS customer survey measures
– Plan satisfaction
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MONAHRQ
Hospital Quality Comparisons
• https://health.utah.gov/myhealthcare/monahrq/

2014 Additions and Updates

• New Module – County Rates of Hospital Use 

• Provides rates of conditions and procedures, 
including counts and charges for hospital stays 
by county
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MONAHRQ
Hospital Quality Comparisons

2014 Additions and Updates

• Seven new quality indicators
– Craniotomy Mortality Rate

– Bilateral Cardiac Catheterization Rate

– Cardiac CT - Use of Contrast Material

– Brain CT - Simultaneous use of brain CT and sinus CT

– Iatrogenic Pneumothorax Rate

– Postoperative Respiratory Failure Rate

– Postoperative Pulmonary Embolism or Deep Vein 
Thrombosis Rate 9



All Payer Claims Database 
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• In July, 2014, we created the first public use 
data extract from the All Payer Claims 
Database

• OHCS has used this extract (called DIADS) to 
produce two new reports to demonstrate the 
usefulness of the data

• One focuses on informing systems and one 
focuses on informing consumers



Imaging in Lower Back Pain

• Overuse of imaging can inflate health care 
costs without providing additional benefit

• % of LBP claims that are for an MRI

– Proxy measure for intensity of MRI utilization

• Examines utilization and geographic variation
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How Much Does it Cost to Have 

a Baby?
• Price transparency is an important part of 

consumer-driven healthcare

• New measure will describe costs for different 
types of delivery

• Partnering with UtahHealthScape for 
dissemination
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