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COUNTY/STATE
RESPONSIBILITY

The county and state relationship between the Counties and the State require
joint responsibility for the public mental health system.

Counties are responsible for the 20% match and local mental health
authorities act as providers of services, and the State is responsible for the
cost of mandated programs.

The counties have chosen to use State dollars along with the required
county 20% match to draw down Federal Medicaid dollars. By counties using

these state and local dollars to draw down federal funds, they have been
able to support the behavioral health system as a whole.

Medicaid is a State responsibility and behavioral health providers contract to
be the providers. Effective January 13, 2014, the Mental Health Parity and
Addiction Equity Act moves mental health and substance use disorder
services from the “Optional” category to those acknowledged as necessary
for full health.
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COUNTY USE OF FUNDS

Counties have matched their 20% requirement of all State fund allocations,
including the $6.4 million appropriated in 2014 & 2015.

Counties act as Local Mental Health Authorities to provide a public
behavioral health system, but statute does not require the providers to be

the sole funders for the services.

If funding is eliminated, the system is at jeopardy and quality of services
would surely decrease.
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$6.4M in Medicaid Match be made ongoing in the
2016 Legislative Session.

« These funds are being used to draw down federal dollars to
support the existing system.

« These funds help address the need for additional local Medicaid
Match dollars (above the 20% already required) and allows for
important mandated services by Medicaid. An important
difference between these Medicaid funds and any funds that may
be used for behavioral health under a Healthy Utah or
alternative Medicaid Expansion proposal is that these funds are
needed to serve the current population, which would be
outside the funding sources determined for additional
Medicaid eligible clients.
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An Additional $5M in Medicaid Match in the 2016
Legislative Session.

- As demonstrated on the previous slide, the $6.4M request is a
previous request with additional needs. Medicaid eligibility has
continued to increase over the last three years. Therefore, in
order to continue county responsibility in providing
the safety net, we request an additional $5M in
Medicaid Match.

- The $6.4M was requested in the 2014 Legislative Session but
medical costs continue to increase as demonstrated in the
previous slide. We request that the Legislature review the
funding structure to address additional need in the future
and keep the system whole.
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