
H.J.R. 5—JOINT RULES RESOLUTION ON 

REDISTRICTING STANDARDS 

Representative Merrill Nelson 

 

PURPOSE: The Utah Constitution, Art. IX, directs the Legislature to divide the state into 

congressional, legislative, and other election districts following each decennial census. This bill 

proposes basic principles and procedures to govern legislative redistricting. The intent is to 

provide some structure to the exercise of legislative discretion and thereby improve outcomes 

and strengthen public confidence in the legislative redistricting process. 

 

PRINCIPLES: The resolution proposes standard redistricting principles that nearly every other 

state has adopted by constitution, statute, or rule: 

 Compliance with constitutional requirements 

 Substantial equality of district populations (permitting small deviations to achieve other 

important objectives) 

 Contiguity of all areas within a district 

 Compactness to minimize distance between all parts of a constituency 

 Follow county and municipal boundaries to the extent practicable 

 Joining areas connected by commonly-used roads and common interests 

 

PROCEDURES: The resolution proposes standard 

redistricting procedures: 

 Determine standard district population by 

dividing total population by number of districts 

 Determine presumed districts within each 

county by dividing county population by 

standard district population (district quotient) 

 Rank counties by district quotient 

 Draw single-county districts by following county 

and municipal boundaries to the extent 

practicable 

 Draw multi-county districts beginning with the 

undivided population of counties with higher 

district quotients and adding adjacent counties 

joined by commonly-used roads and common 

interests 

 Allow minor population deviations to honor 

county and municipal boundaries and achieve 

compactness 
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