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What? 
General adjudications are court proceedings which adjudicate all the water rights 

within a defined river drainage area.  All areas of the state have been or are being 

adjudicated.  All water right owners are parties to the case and must participate 

and file water user claims so their rights may be decreed. 

 

Why? 
To confirm and decree an owner’s water rights as against all water rights. 

To provide certainty and updated information for all valid and existing water 

rights in order to:  plan and manage Utah’s water supply, and efficiently 

administer water rights and water distribution. 

 

When? 
Some river drainages have been decreed (Weber, Sevier and Green Rivers).  

Twelve adjudications are now pending in different stages of completion.  

Adjudications are broken down into subdivisions, with each subdivision being 

adjudicated on different timelines until all are adjudicated and a final decree may 

be entered.  Recently adjudication work was commenced in new subdivisions 

within the Utah Lake/Jordan River adjudication.  

 

How? 
When adjudication work begins in a new subdivision, notices and summons will 

be served on all water right owners within the subdivision notifying them of 1) 

public meetings, 2) when water user’s claims must be filed, 3) the publication of 

the List of Unclaimed Rights and the Proposed Determination of water rights for 

their area, and 4) when objections to the publications must be filed.  Water users 

may contact the Division of Water Rights or consult with an attorney or other 

professional throughout the process for assistance. 

S.B. 75 passed last year streamlines and modernizes adjudication procedures by 

increasing the notices, allowing claims to be filed electronically, and allowing the 

state engineer to focus the investigation of claims on those claims actually filed. 

 

For further general adjudication information see:  

http://www.waterrights.utah.gov/adjdinfo/ 
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