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Vote-by-Mail by State

Conducts all elections by 
mail 3
Allows counties to conduct 
general elections by mail 2
Has no-excuse absentee 
voting
Absentee ballots by excuse 
only 20

Source: National Conference of State Legislatures All-Mail Elections.

http://www.ncsl.org/research/elections-and-campaigns/all-mail-elections.aspx


Vote-by-Mail Deadlines by State

Expressly requires postmark 
before Election Day 6*
Expressly allows Election 
Day postmark 8
Expressly requires receipt 
before Election Day 3
Generally requires receipt 
on or before Election Day 34*

*Total does not add to 50 states because Alabama falls into two
categories: generally requiring receipt before election day and
expressly requiring postmark before election day.

Sources: National Association of Secretaries of State Early Voting Dates and
Absentee Ballot Deadlines for the 2016 General Election; National Conference
of State Legislatures Absentee and Early Voting.

*

http://www.nass.org/elections-voting/early-voting-dates-absentee-ballot-deadlines-2016-general/
http://www.ncsl.org/research/elections-and-campaigns/absentee-and-early-voting.aspx


North Dakota
Vote-by-mail in counties / Postmark day before election

• No additional policy

Policies in States Like Utah

Source: Conversation with LeAnne Oliver, Elections Specialist, North Dakota Secretary of State’s Office.



Washington
Statewide vote-by-mail / Postmark on election day

• Meter postage dated stamp does not 

count as postmark

• Ballot drop boxes  

Policies in States Like Utah

Sources: Washington Administrative Code 434-250-120(2)); conversation with Libby Nieland, Candidate Filing &WEI Coordinator, Washington State Elections Division.

http://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=434-250-120


Oregon
Statewide vote-by-mail / Receipt on election day (8 p.m.)

• Ballot drop boxes / locator 

• 1 box / 30,000 active voters (2 minimum)

• Return to any drop box in the state

• Statewide media blitz for ballot deadline

Policies in States Like Utah

Sources: OARS 165-007-0030; Oregon State Vote by Mail Manual, p. 9, 28; conversation with Codi Trudell, Director of Voter Services, Oregon State 

Elections Division.

http://sos.oregon.gov/elections/Documents/vbm_manual.pdf


Colorado
Statewide vote-by-mail / Receipt on election day (7 p.m.)

• Ballot drop boxes 

• 1 box / 30,000 active voters

• Return to any drop box in the state

• “Scooping” on Election Day

• Rerouting rural mail

Policies in States Like Utah

Sources: C.R.S. §1-5-102.9; Colorado State Elections Policy Manual, Chapter 10: Ballot Processing and Voter Intent; conversation with Judd Choate, 

Colorado Director of Elections. 

http://www.sos.state.co.us/pubs/elections/policyManual/10ElectionsPolicyManual-BallotProcessingVoterIntent.pdf
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