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But first, a quick look at 
the 2016 fire season…



UTAH’S 2016 FIRE SEASON
•713—and counting—wildland and urban-interface fire 

responses across all jurisdictions (nearly the same as 2015)

•34,000+ total acres burned (250% more acres than 2015)

•89% caught in initial attack (<10 acres)

•62% human-caused, 38% lightning (increase in human-

caused from 2015)

•ESTIMATED $5.8 million in state costs

($3.5 M in 2015)

•FFSL certified 2,476 wildland 

firefighters statewide
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REDUCE THE RISK OF WILDFIRE!



Cornerstones of a 
Successful Policy Change

• Emphasize wildfire risk reduction—
prevention, preparedness & 
mitigation—not just suppression.

• Everyone shares in paying the 
total costs of wildfires; therefore, 
we should all play a role in the 
reduction of wildfire risk & costs.

• Mutually agreeable solution for 
state, counties and cities/towns.

• LEAD TO LOWER TOTAL COSTS!
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Wildfire Risk Reduction Goals 
as found in 65A-8-103 (from 2015’s SB 56)

Improving wildfire prevention, preparedness
and mitigation through:

• Restoring and maintaining landscapes, ensuring 

landscapes across the state are resilient to wildfire-related 
disturbances…;

• Creating fire-adapted communities, ensuring that 

human populations and infrastructure can withstand a 
wildfire without loss of life or property;

• Improving wildfire response, ensuring that          

all political subdivisions can participate in making           
and implementing safe, effective and efficient               
risk-based wildfire management decisions.
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a. Watershed Restoration 

Initiative (“WRI”)
b. Catastrophic Wildfire 

Reduction Strategy 
(“CatFire”)

c. Utah Wildfire Risk 
Assessment Portal 
(“UWRAP”) 

d. New Wildland Fire Statutes 
(“fire policy”)
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Watershed Restoration Initiative

• Landscape scale

• Watershed and land health

• Multiple benefits (wildlife habitat, fire mitigation, sage grouse, etc.)

WRI helps meet the risk reduction goal of 
“restoring and maintaining landscapes.”



Catastrophic Wildfire Reduction Strategy

“…develop a comprehensive and systematic strategy 

to reduce the size, intensity and frequency of 

catastrophic wildland fire in Utah…”

Governor Herbert,

following the 2012 fire season



Completed and Presented to
Governor Herbert
December 2013



“CatFire”

Process

• Statewide 
Steering 
Committee

• Regional Work 
Groups

• Risk-based 
decisions of 
priority areas, 
values at risk, 
and actions to 
reduce risk

Outcomes

• All partners invited to participate

• Unique statewide prioritization

• Wildfire risk reduction       
funding and projects

• Measurably reduced risk



Nate Barrons
Catastrophic Wildfire Reduction Strategy Coordinator

and UWRAP project manager







Wildland Fire Statutes



2014: SCR 7 (Vickers/Briscoe)

Concurrent Resolution on Comprehensive 
Statewide Wildland Fire Prevention, 
Preparedness and Suppression Policy

“…expresses support for the Catastrophic 
Wildfire Reduction Strategy and strongly urges 
its implementation.” As well, “…the Legislature 
and the Governor strongly urge the Utah 
Division of Forestry, Fire and State Lands to 
coordinate the development of a 
Comprehensive Statewide Wildland Fire 
Prevention, Preparedness and Suppression 
Policy.”



2014: SCR 7 Comprehensive Statewide Wildland Fire Prevention, 
Preparedness and Suppression Policy

2015: SB 56 (Vickers/Briscoe)

Wildland Fire Policy

Codified the three goals – resilient landscapes, 
fire-adapted communities, and improved 
wildfire response – and directed the State 
Forester to coordinate the development of a 
Comprehensive, Statewide Wildland Fire 
Prevention, Preparedness and Suppression 
Policy



2014: SCR 7 Comprehensive Statewide Wildland Fire Prevention, 
Preparedness and Suppression Policy

2015: SB 56 Wildland Fire Policy – three goals

2016: SB 122 (Vickers/Briscoe)

Wildland Fire Policy Updates

Completely rewrote the Division’s wildfire 
statute and creates the State’s new 
comprehensive wildland fire management 
system (“fire policy”) in partnership with UAC, 
ULCT and Utah Fire Chiefs Association.



Wildland Fire Policy
• The State assumes suppression 

costs of large and extended-attack 

wildland fires on all lands other 

than federal;

• In exchange, local government 

maintains initial attack and 

implements prevention, 

preparedness and mitigation 

activities that are proven to 

reduce wildfire suppression costs.



2014: SCR 7 Comprehensive Statewide Wildland Fire Prevention, 
Preparedness and Suppression Policy

2015: SB 56 Wildland Fire Policy – three goals

2016: SB 122 Wildland Fire Policy Updates – new fire 
management system

2016: SB 212 (Vickers/Briscoe)

Wildland Fire Suppression Fund

Creates new funding sources for the Wildland 
Fire Suppression Fund.



CatFire, Wildland Fire Policy & WRI
together reduce wildfire risk and cost!



Utah has created a model wildland fire 
management system that emphasizes 

proactive risk reduction and
more effective fire response.

If implemented correctly, over time, 
this system will help slow the      

ever-increasing rate of           
wildfire suppression costs

and the exponentially increasing 
total costs of wildfire.





Utah Division of Forestry, 
Fire and State Lands
801-538-5555

www.ffsl.utah.gov


