
$25/plate + Business casual + RSVP (385) 321-0547

Oct 16, 2014

Leavitt institute
2014 Annual social

6:30pm to 9pm

BYU skyroom // provo, utah

with special guest Kateryna Yushchenko

please join us for the



Kateryna Yushchenko
Kateryna Yushchenko was born in 
Chicago to Mykailo and Sofia 
Chumachenko. Mykailo was born in 
the eastern Ukrainian village of 
Zaitsivka in 1917 to a large family of 
farmers. He was one of few 
members of his family who survived 
the Ukrainian Famine (Holodomor) 
of 1932–1933. He later served in the 
Soviet Army and was captured as a 
prisoner of war in Germany during 
World War II.  Kateryna’s mother, 
Sofia, along with many girls in her 
village, was taken to Germany at the 

age of fourteen to serve as a slave laborer.  Mykailo and Sofia met in Germany and 
were later married. After immigrating to the United States after World War II, they 
settled in Chicago where they raised Kateryna in a traditional Ukrainian home.
 
Kateryna earned a B.S. in International Economics from Georgetown University and 
a M.B.A. from the University of Chicago.  She worked in the White House during the 
Reagan Administration and for the U.S. Treasury Department during the George H. 
W. Bush Administration.
 
Upon the dissolution of the former Soviet Union, Kateryna moved to Ukraine to 
advance the cause of Ukrainian Independence.  There she co-founded the 
Ukraine-USA Foundation and took an active role in the development of modern 
Ukraine.  
 
In 1998 Kateryna met her husband, Victor Yushchenko.  They are the parents of two 
daughters and one son.  In 2004, Kateryna actively participated in and organized the 
Orange Revolution in response to the falsified election results of the 2004 Ukrainian 
Presidential Election. She became the First Lady of Ukraine in 2005 after millions of 
Ukrainians found strength to protest corruption and communism and elect Victor as 
Ukraine’s third president. She continues to be involved in charitable causes that 
advance freedom, education, and dignity in Ukraine. 

The Leavitt Institute for International Development is also pleased to present Marina Lukach, 
award-winning artist from Kyiv. She is donating pieces of her work for sale. Her central panel titled 
"The Price of Freedom" depicts the struggle for freedom and democracy in Ukraine, from the start 
of the protests last year to the current crisis. All proceeds go to the widows and children of fallen and 

wounded Ukrainian soldiers.


