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School Choice in the Far West
August 10-12, 2014 
Sheraton Hotel
Salt Lake City, Utah
Agenda - Draft

Sunday, August 10

6:30 p.m. 	Reception

Monday, August 11

8:00 a.m.	Breakfast 

8:30 a.m.	*Welcome
	Robert Enlow, Friedman Foundation for Educational Choice

8:45 a.m.	Session I: The ABCs of School Choice; National Trends, Choices by State
	Robert Enlow, Friedman Foundation for Educational Choice
	
9:30 a.m.	Session II: How do they work? Vouchers, Tax Credits, and ESAs 
Terry Brown, School Choice Wisconsin
Lindsey Burke, The Heritage Foundation
Paul Mulligan, Catholic Education Alliance

11:00 a.m.	Break

11:30 a.m.	Session III: Blaine Amendments; Is School Choice Constitutional?
	Tim Keller, Institute for Justice

12:30 p.m.	Luncheon: School Choice & Caucus Politics: Republicans & Democrats Together
	Senator Jabar Shumate and Representative Jason Nelson of Oklahoma
	
2:00 p.m.	Session IV: Win, Win; Academic, Civic and Fiscal Effects of School Choice 
	Dr. Michael McShane, American Enterprise Institute 
	Dr. Ben Scafidi, Georgia College and State University  
	Dr. Patrick Wolf, University of Arkansas
	
4:00 p.m.	Break

6:30 p.m.	Reception 

7:00 p.m.	Dinner: Representative John Deberry of Tennessee 	
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Tuesday, August 12

8:00 a.m.	Breakfast

8:30 a.m.	Session VI: To Test or Not to Test; Accountability v. Over Regulation
		John Elcesser, Indiana Non-Public Education Association
            Ben Scafidi, Georgia College and State University
            Robert Enlow, Friedman Foundation for Educational Choice

10:00 a.m.	Session VII: School Choice and Students with Special Needs
	Dr. Patricia Hardman, Coalition of McKay Scholarship Schools
	Dr. Matt Ladner, The Foundation for Excellence in Education, Friedman Senior Fellow

11:00 a.m.	Break: Check out of room

11:30 p.m.	Luncheon: Public Opinion and School Choice Messaging
	Shepherd Pittman, Communications Consultant
Jeff Reed, Friedman Foundation for Educational Choice  

1:00 p.m.	Now What? Next Steps 
 	Leslie Hiner, Friedman Foundation for Educational Choice 	 

1:30 p.m.	Thank you and safe travels!






*The purpose of this conference is to improve the knowledge and effectiveness of elected officials and to provide research, technical assistance and opportunities for policymakers to exchange ideas on the most pressing education policy issues.  The intent of this conference is not to promote, advocate or oppose the passage, modification, defeat, or executive approval or veto of any contemplated or pending legislation or resolution for compensation.  Nothing presented at this conference shall be construed as lobbying activity.  
 
*Each “Session” will be interactive between speaker and audience.  Please be prepared to teach others about the challenges, successes, near misses, and opportunities you have experienced in your own state.
 
Your role as an attendee is to be a speaker/teacher at this conference representing your home state; we’ll learn from each other as we learn from our speakers.
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