
Governor Jon Huntsman, Jr.
State Capitol Complex
East Office Building, Suite E220
PO Box 14220
Salt Lake City, Utah 84114
801-538-1000 800-705-2464
Fax: 801-538-1528
E-Mail: governor@utah.gov

Dear Governor Huntsman,

We thank state water officials for their good 
work and encourage improvements towards 
fairer and more equal water policies.

It has come to our attention that an unfair and 
unequal water duty is being tolerated by state 
water officials which is harmful to Utah County 
irrigation and public supply wells.

We, the undersigned, petition the state to 
equalize the water duties between Utah County 
& Salt Lake County. Equal soils, equal growing 
conditions, and equal crop water requirements 
must mean equal water duties for all farmers and 
water users in Utah County & Salt Lake County. 

Salt Lake County according to state records receives an additional inch of rain over Utah County.
--Salt Lake County—Average Precipitation Jordan River: 23 inches Chapter 2 Table 1 Utah County— 
Average Precipitation Utah Lake: 22 inches Chapter 2 Table 1 
http://www.water.utah.gov/waterplan/uwrpff/TextOnly.htm#9

Based on the hydrological science used to determine change applications and issue memorandum 
decisions by the State Engineer, the water duties in Utah County and Salt Lake County should be 
identical.

--Salt Lake County and Utah County are in the same Utah Lake & Jordan River water drainage basin 
and have nearly identical consumptive crop water requirements. Consumptive Use of Irrigated Crop in 
Utah Research Report 1998 pages 302-303, 316-321. (Palmyra 25.83—Santaquin 24.52 versus  Saltair 
Salt Plant 23.84—Salt Lake CT 25.46)

Where will the water come from in 2050 for another 671,908 people in Utah County and 667,620 
people in Salt Lake County without fairer and more equal water policies?

2006 Population of Salt Lake County: 996,374
2050 estimated Population of Salt Lake County: 1,663,994
16 Cities
5 unincorporated communities: Kerns, Magna, Copperton, Millcreek, Emigration

2006 Population of Utah County: 475,425
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Johnson
Callout
2.12 acre-feet depletable water + 1.88 acre-feet non-depletable = 4 acre-feet per irrigated acre Utah County
2.12 acre-feet depletable water + 2.88 acre-feet non-depletable water = 5 acre-feet per irrigated acre SL County


Johnson
Callout
Why is there no science to support the increase from 1.88 acre-feet to 2.88 acre-feet for Salt Lake County?

Johnson
Callout
10 feet difference in elevation, same soil, same crops, and same irrigation methods, but 0.9% of Utah (Salt Lake County)  gets 25% more water per irrigated acre than 99.1% of Utah lands.
Why?  Who? This water is part of the 
3 million acre-feet evaporating out of the Great Salt Lake.  Utah uses 6 million acre-feet - 5 mm for Agribusiness 1 mm for Cities/Business.  

Johnson
Callout
Utah Code 73-1-3: "Beneficial use basis of right to use.  Beneficial use shall be the basis, the measure and the limit of all rights to the use of water in this state." for 99.1% of Utah but not 0.9% of Utah.

Johnson
Callout
Why does 0.9% of Utah's farm land a 25% water bonus in over appropriated, closed water basin? 

Johnson
Callout
Increasing the coefficient by 1 in the mathematical duty formula, increases demand water by about 125,000 AF.



2050 estimated Population of Utah County: 1,147,333
25 Cities/Towns
7 unincorporated communities

http://www.governor.utah.gov/DEA/ERG/ERG2006/Chapters/04UtahLongTermProj.pdf

1997 Salt Lake County 118,657 acres of farm land. 2002 82,267 acres of farm land
1997 Utah County 374,086 acres of farm land. 2002 343,072

http://www.governor.utah.gov/dea/Rankings/Counties/CoLandFarms.pdf

Priority Schedule Utah Lake/Jordan River Total Irrigated Acres: 111,241.08 of which the primary and 
secondary stored rights in Utah Lake are the following:

Primary Stored Rights:
7,073.65-Utah & Salt Lake Canal 59-3499
2,071.01-Jordan Valley (SLCWCE-Salt Lake County) 59-5269
4,850.05-South Jordan Canal 59-3500
1,076.92-Jordan Valley (SLCWCE-Salt Lake County) 59-5270
8,092.96-East Jordan Irrigation Company 57-7637
1,587.04-Jordan Valley (SLCWCE-Salt Lake County) 59-5268
1,069.99-North Jordan Irrigation Company 59-3496
2,099.72-Jordan Valley (SLCWCE-Salt Lake County) 57-5272

Secondary Stored Rights:
7,945.37-Utah Lake Distributing 59-13
687.81-Jordan Valley (SLCWCE-Salt Lake County) 59-5271
2,100-Draper Irrigation & Sandy Canal 57-23
400-Jordan Valley (SLCWCE-Salt Lake County) 59-5273

Total: 39,044.52 irrigated acres of water rights claims based on primary & secondary stored water 
rights in Utah Lake.

A re-aligned duty from 5 to 4 would reduce the call for water from Utah County's Utah Lake & 
corresponding Utah County wells by 39,044.52 acre-feet of water per year.  Salinity impacting 
Utah Lake with  algae blooms which can be devastating to Utah Lake's ecological system would 
be reduced. 

Utah Lake and Utah County irrigation and public water supply wells are directly connected. The 
artificial demand on Utah Lake & Jordan River with the current unfair water duty of 5 is an artificial 
and unfair demand on all Utah County Irrigation and public supply wells.

A Utah County farmer works just as hard as a Salt Lake County farmer with the same crop and soil. 
Why should the Salt Lake County farmer get 25% more water, or 1/3 of a million gallons of water per 
acre to waste each year? It is difficult for the Utah County farmer to understand how the state 
hydrology of Dr. Hill is unequally applied. Why do state water officials apply hydrological science to a 
Utah County farmer's duty and a political water duty to Salt Lake County farmer's water duty in the 
same drainage basin?

http://www.governor.utah.gov/dea/Rankings/Counties/CoLandFarms.pdf
http://www.governor.utah.gov/DEA/ERG/ERG2006/Chapters/04UtahLongTermProj.pdf
Johnson
Callout
Water Phd Robert W. Hill's  Utah State University's science is used by the Utah Division of Water Rights to calculate irrigation water duties in 28 of 29 counties (not Salt Lake County). The Technical Publication is called, "Consumptive Use of Irrigated Crops in Utah Research Report 145 No. 796" by Phd Robert W. Hill 1998  



Johnson
Callout
18 Utah County Mayors and Utah County Commission sign Petition of Equalize Water Duties in 2007.  An extra 1 acre-foot of water per acre over 125,000 irrigated acres is a 125,000 acre-feet (More water than Deer Creek Reservoir) demand on Utah's scare water resources impacting Utah County public supply wells.  
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