Dear Legislator,
 
Our names are Ben and Becca Anderson and we have a 3 year old little boy, Steely, who is diagnosed with Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD).
 
We want to introduce to you our precious child.  Steely is an excessively happy and energetic little guy.  He started crawling at 4 months and was walking/running by 10 months.  His physical development was ahead of most.  However, his speech and cognitive development is on the opposite end.
 
At age 2, Steely could not speak or communicate in any way.  He did not understand simple directions, did not respond to his name and often seemed lost or frustrated.  As first time parents, we became discouraged, not seeing the progress others made with similar aged children.  We made arrangements to see a hearing and speech pathologist at the Center for Children with Special Health Care Needs.  Our specialist only confirmed his ability to hear.  Due to Steely’s inability to communicate and low attention levels, she could do little but refer us to a psychologist. 
 
Dr. Brad Peck evaluated Steely in February 2014 and diagnosed him with ASD.  At the time, with very little information, we became concerned and anxious.  Like any parent, we wanted to do anything we could to ensure our son’s success in his life through appropriate age development.  We sought information about ASD and moved forward, taking advantage of Early Intervention which provided three 1-hour sessions a month.  We hunted for more resources to help Steely.  We quickly found that because the diagnosis rate in Utah is very high, the demand for services far outweighed the resources available.

In looking for resources, we contacted the Pingree School.  The Pingree School is a wonderful resource but is limited due to funding and size.  Right now, his name is on a year long waiting list for preschool.   We hope he will receive a state sponsored spot available in the Fall of 2015.  We are grateful for the services DDI provided but covet more.  We are very anxious to get Steely into a full-time program with specialists who love and serve children with ASD every, single day.  We ask that you tour the Pingree Center and see the need that exists.  We ask that legislation is created, for our child and the thousands like him, in a timely manner that supports them through their developmental years.  We ask that the need for ASD support be recognized addressed in a productive and meaningful way.  We humbly ask for more support from you and our state legislators to make a significant impact in the lives of families who struggle with children diagnosed with Autism Spectrum Disorder.  

Thank you for your support.

Sincerely,
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