Proposed Changes 

to the
 Draft Rules for an Article V Convention

by the

Assembly of State Legislatures
Summary
1) 8.2.3 Committee on Credentials and Privileges 

The Committee should not examine a Delegates instructions from the State Legislature. The draft requires it to.
2) 2.6.1 Recall Authority 

The draft requires a joint resolution of the State Legislature presented in written form. Alternatively, a majority vote of the State's Delegation should be sufficient to recall a Delegate. The State Legislature could require Delegates to swear an oath to obey its instructions and to vote to recall any Delegate that disobeyed its instructions.
3) Openness to the Public
In Wisconsin 100,000 protesters laid siege to the State Legislature. Intimidation of Convention Delegates is not appropriate. Ratification of Amendment Proposals by 38 State Legislatures provide ample opportunity for public demonstrations of support or opposition.

All general sessions and Committee meetings are closed to the public. The Committee of the Whole must approve all press releases and publications.

In an emergency, a motion by either CoPresident to suspend and/or relocate the Convention will be determined by a 3/5 vote of the States present.
4) Rules

The draft quorum is 34 States having at least 270 electoral college votes. Alternatively, the quorum is 3/5 of the States or 30 States.


The draft requires 34 States having at least 270 electoral college votes to adopt the rules. After the first convention, the second convention can not proceed without a vote to adopt the rules by 34 States having at least 270 electoral college votes. Alternatively, the rules will be determined by 3/5 of the States present. 


The Rules Committee shall report within 2 days and any ruling can be reconsider by the Committee of the Whole. The Draft does not address these points.
5) Committee Membership

In the Draft, the CoPresidents each select 5 States for each Committee.


Alternatively, CoPresidents shall randomly select States for Committee membership. No State shall be selected twice before all States are selected once. 
6) 5.6 Subject of Proposals

The Committee of the Whole shall decide whether a proposal is germane to the Convention. The draft does not address this point.
7) Limits on Debate

In the draft each State has 12 minutes for a total of 5 hours per motion. It is undecided how to close debate but one choice is for 2/3 of the States that have at least 270 electoral votes; another choice is simple majority.


Alternatively, a majority of the States present is required to close debate. Each State shall have 2 minutes to speak on any motion for a total of 1.5 hours per motion. Committees shall report within 2 days on any matter referred.

8) New Standing Committees

The Communications Standing Committee provides Delegates with an email and instant messaging system and online access to the status and history of every Amendment Proposal.


The Amendment Proposal Standing Committee maintains the online status and history of every Amendment Proposal.

9) New Amendment Proposals

In the draft, each State can propose at most one Amendment Proposal within the first 5 days. After 5 days, new Amendment Proposals can be proposed only by Standing (Rules, Style) or Select Committees or by unanimous consent. The CoPresidents refer each Amendment Proposal to a Committee. Each CoPresident selects 5 States for membership on each Committee. Each Committee has 2 CoChairs.
 
Alternatively, any 13 States may propose an Amendment Proposal to the Convention for decision by a majority of the States present to create a new Amendment Committee. The new Committee shall be formed from 6 sponsoring States chosen by the sponsors and 7 States randomly selected by the CoPresidents. The Committee shall select its Chair and Secretary. All motions are decided by majority vote of the members present. The Committee has no time limits for debate or to report, however debate can be closed by majority vote of the members present. 
10) Resolving Repetitions and Inconsistencies Between Amendment Proposals

In the draft, the Committee on Style, 10 members with 5 selected by each CoPresident, amends Amendment Proposals for "inaccuracies, repetitions, and inconsistencies". Thirteen States may require reconsideration by a Committee of 15 States with seven States selected by the CoPresidents from the 13 States making the request and each CoPresident selecting 4 additional States. 


Alternatively, all substantive amendment of Amendment Proposals would occur in Amendment Committees. The Amendment Committee would refer the Amendment Proposal to the Committee on Style and the Committee on Style would report an amendment to the Amendment Committee. 


The Committee of the Whole would deal with "repetitions and inconsistency" by merging two Amendment Committees. Each merged Amendment Committee would select six States for the new Committee and the CoPresidents would randomly select one additional State. The Committee of the Whole could also refer an Amendment Proposal to a different Amendment Committee and dissolve the original Amendment Committee.
11) Regular Order for Proposals
In the draft, a Committee, with 5 States selected by each CoPresident, reports an Amendment Proposal to the Committee of the Whole. The Committee of the Whole goes though an Amendment Proposal clause by clause marking it up. The Style Committee amends all Amendment Proposals for "inaccuracies, repetitions and inconsistencies". The Style Committee also determines the order in which Amendment Proposals are presented to the Convention for Third Reading.

Alternatively, the Amendment Committees amend Amendment Proposals by majority vote and report them to the Committee of the Whole with all amendments applied and changes, to the last version considered by the Committee of the Whole, highlighted. 

The Committee of the Whole considers each Amendment Proposal. States can propose amendments to the Amendment Proposal and the CofW can approve them. The CofW can refer the Amendment Proposal with both moved and approved amendments and Debate Comments to the reporting Amendment Committee. The Amendment Proposal may transfer from the Amendment Committee to the CofW and back to the Amendment Committee several times. 

The CofW may decide to engross the Amendment Proposal and report it to the Convention. The CofW may decide to merge two Amendment Committees and refer both Amendment Proposals to the merged Committee. The CofW may decide to refer an Amendment Proposal to a different Amendment Committee. The CofW may decide to dissolve an Amendment Committee and reject its Amendment Proposal. The CofW may decide to change the membership of the Amendment Committee. The CofW controls the process but actual amendment of Amendment Proposals is done by Amendment Committees with extensive discussion.

The Convention may decide that it intends to adjourn permanently. Third Reading of Amendment Proposals reported by the CofW is now in order. Engrossed Amendment Proposals are accepted by a 3/5 vote of the States present. 

After all engrossed Amendment Proposals are considered, the Convention votes on whether to continue deliberations by 3/5 majority. 

If the motion to continue deliberations is accepted, then rejected Amendment Proposals are barred from further consideration while accepted Amendment Proposals will be carried over for another vote the next time the Convention passes a motion of Intent to Permanently Adjourn.

If the motion to continue deliberations fails, then the accepted Amendment Proposals are communicated to the States for ratification, any motion related to Amendment Proposals or rules is out of order, and only administrative tasks required to close the convention are in order.
12) Quorum and Voting
The draft quorum is 2/3 of the States, currently 34, having at least 270 electoral college votes. Alternatively the quorum is 3/5 of the States, currently 30.

Voting in the Convention and Committee of the Whole shall be by majority of the States present unless otherwise directed.
13) Mode of Ratification
The Committee on Information, Submission and Address to the States and Congress shall receive instructions from the Committee of the Whole before communicating with Congress concerning submission of proposed amendments to the States and Mode of Ratification.
14) 9.6 Article V Applications
This section intrudes upon the powers of Congress and creates the possibility of litigation that may hinder an Article V Convention.
Language for Proposed Changes

1) 8.2.3 Committee on Credentials and Privileges 
This Committee has no business examining the instructions to a State's Delegates. The word "instructions" should be removed.
2) 2.6.1 Recall Authority 
The draft calls for recall of a delegate by the State Legislature via written instructions. This process is much too slow and does not provide the State Legislature with any assurance that it can control its Delegates.
The following should be added to 2.6.1

"Alternatively, any Delegate may be suspended from the Convention by a majority vote of the State's Delegation. In the event of a tie, the Chair of the Delegation shall have the deciding vote."
This allows States to swear in Delegates with an oath to vote to recall any Delegate who breaks their oath to obey the instructions. With seven Delegates in a Delegation, it is unlikely that 4 of them will go rogue at the same time. There would be seven Alternative Delegates to step in if any Delegate is recalled. Any Delegate recalled by the Committee can report to the State Legislature that still has the power to remove any Delegate if necessary.
3) Openness to the Public
In Wisconsin 100,000 protesters laid siege to the State Legislature. Intimidation of Convention Delegates is not appropriate. Ratification of Amendment Proposals by 38 State Legislatures provide ample opportunity for public demonstrations of support or opposition.
9.3 Openness of the Convention Sessions
Replace with

"All general sessions and Committee meetings of the Convention are closed to the public except when a motion to go into open session is approved by a majority of states. A motion to the Convention to open or close all general sessions and Committee meetings is approved by a majority of states. If the Convention is closed, any motion to open a session or meeting outside of the Convention is out of order.
In an emergency, a motion by either CoPresident, to relocate the Convention to a different location will be determined by a 3/5 majority vote of the States present."
8.2.4 Committee on Information, Submission and Address to the States and Congress
Strike the word "timely".
Add

"Before any information can be released, any information to be released by the Committee shall be referred to the Committee of the Whole for approval by a majority vote of the States present. The States may amend the information to be released."

8.2.5 Committee on Printing and Publications
Add

"Before any publication can be released, any publication to be released by the Committee shall be referred to the Committee of the Whole for approval by a majority vote of the States present. The States may amend the publication to be released."

4) Rules
Under 1.3.2 the Rules of the first convention carry over to the next Convention. Under 1.3.1 the second order of business is adoption of the rules by 2/3 (34) States having at least 270 electoral college votes. After the first convention, 17 States could prevent a second convention from conducting business. This is excessively cautious since any amendment proposed by the Convention must be ratified by 38 States before it has any effect. 

3.2 Quorum to Conduct Business
Replace with

"The Quorum for the Convention to conduct business shall be 2/3 of the States, currently 34 States. A smaller number may adjourn from day to day and compel the attendance of absent delegates."
1.3.1 Rules Adoption
Replace with

"If at least one Delegate from 2/3 of the States has been recognized, immediately following the election of Co-Presidents, the delegates recognized with credentials shall determine the rules which will govern the proceedings of the Convention. Adoption shall be by 3/5 supermajority, currently 30 States. Each State is granted one vote. Any motion affecting the rules shall be decided by 3/5 supermajority."
8.2.6 Committee on Rules and Procedures
Add "The Rules Committee shall report on any matter within 2 days of the matter being referred. Any Delegate may move a motion to the Committee of the Whole to reconsider any ruling of the Rules Committee. Any motion before the rules Committee will be determined by a 3/5 majority vote."
5) Committee Membership
1.4.6 Appointments of Committees
Add to the end

"The CoPresidents shall randomly select States for membership on a Committee. No State shall be selected randomly twice before every State has been randomly selected once; no State shall be selected randomly three times before every State has been randomly selected twice; and so forth. No State may have more than one Delegate on any Committee."

8.1 Number and Appointment of Committees
Replace "The Co-Presidents shall appoint all committees," with "The Co-Presidents shall appoint all committees as specified in 1.4.6,".

6) 5.6 Subject of Proposals
It is not clear who decides whether an Amendment Proposal is germane. It shouldn't be the Rules Committee.
Add to 5.6 "Only the Committee of the Whole shall have the power to determine whether or not an Amendment Proposal is germane."
7) Limits on Debate
The best place for debate upon Amendment Proposals is in the 13 member Amendment Committees for considering Amendment Proposals.

6.4 Limits on Debate 

Replace with "Each State shall have 2 minutes to speak on any motion before the Convention or the Committee of the Whole unless otherwise specified."
6.6 Closing Debate 

Replace with "Any State may move a motion to close debate and immediately vote on the motion being debated. The motion is not debatable. The motion shall be accepted by a majority vote of the States present." and "Any State may move a motion to put the main question to a vote. The motion is not debatable. The motion shall be accepted by a majority vote of the States present."
7.3 Limitations on Debate and Time (in the Committee of the Whole)

Replace with "Each State shall have 2 minutes to speak on any motion before the Committee of the Whole unless otherwise specified."
8.10 The Discharge Proposal 

The discharge proposal is dependent upon the "period of time fixed by these rules".
Add to 8.10 "Any Committee shall report on any matter referred to it within 2 days unless specified otherwise."
8) New Standing Committees
"8.2.9 Communications Standing Committee
The Communications Standing Committee shall provide the Delegates with 1) an email service for communication between Delegates, 2) an instant message service for communication between Delegates, 3) online access to the minutes of the Convention, the Committee of the Whole, the Amendment Committee, and other Committees, and 4) online access to the history of Amendment Proposals.

The Communications Standing Committee shall provide each Delegate with a tablet or iPad like device capable of the above services.  The Communications Standing Committee shall also, to the extent possible, allow access to these services via smartphone."
"8.2.10 Amendment Proposals Standing Committee
i) For each Amendment Proposal, the Amendment Proposals Standing Committee shall maintain an online record of 1) the current clean text of the Amendment Proposal, 2) the status of the Amendment Proposal, 3) the States voting for and against the Amendment Proposal, 4) any proposed amendment to the Amendment Proposal, 5) the States voting for and against each amendment, and 6) debate comments of the States concerning the Amendment Proposal whenever possible.

ii) The Secretary of the Convention, the Secretary of the Committee of the Whole, the Secretary of any Amendment Committee, and the Secretary of any other Committee, shall maintain their minutes in an online system provided by the Amendment Proposals Standing Committee.  

iii) The Amendment Proposals Standing Committee shall transfer information from the minutes into the online history of Amendment Proposals. Any Delegate may file a complaint regarding any entry in the online history of Amendment Proposals with the Amendment Proposals Standing Committee.

iv) Delegates making a debate comment on the floor may submit their comment to the online history of Amendment Proposals.

9) New Amendment Proposals
5.4 Introduction of Proposals
Replace with
" Any State may introduce to the Convention an Amendment Proposal with up to five co-sponsoring States. The introducing resolution shall contain 1) the text of the Amendment Proposal, 2) the introducing State, 3) the sponsoring States, and 4) up to 6 Delegates from the introducing State and the sponsoring States to serve on the new Amendment Committee to consider this Amendment Proposal. 
After introduction, first reading, and printing of copies of the Amendment Proposal, the Title of the Amendment Proposal shall be read a Second time by the Secretary. If the Amendment Proposal passes by majority vote of the States present, the CoPresidents shall randomly select additional States until the new Amendment Committee has 13 States. Each additional States shall select a Delegate for the new Amendment Committee. No State shall be selected randomly twice before every State has been randomly selected once; no State shall be selected randomly three times before every State has been randomly selected twice; and so forth.
The  CoPresidents shall refer the new  Amendment Proposal to the new Amendment Committee.
The new Amendment Committee shall select by majority vote a Chair and a Secretary. The quorum for the new Committee shall be a majority of the members including the Chair and the Secretary. The Committee will determine motions by majority vote of the members present if not otherwise specified.

There shall be no time limit for debate or for the Committee to report, however a motion to close debate is carried by a majority of the members present.
Any Amendment Committee that does not vote on any issue for a period of 45 days is automatically dissolved. The Committee of the Whole may dissolve an Amendment Committee by 3/5 majority vote."
5.7 Limitation on Introduction of Proposals 
Replace

"After the fifth (5th) day of the Convention, no Constitutional amendment proposal shall be introduced, except on the report or recommendation of a standing or select committee, or by unanimous consent." with 

"After the fifth (5th) day of the Convention, no Amendment Proposal shall be introduced, except 1) on the report or recommendation of an Amendment Committee or 2) on the introduction of an Amendment Proposal by any State with at least 12 co-sponsors.

During the first 5 days, any State Delegation may introduce and sponsor at most one Amendment Proposal."
10) Resolving Repetitions and Inconsistencies Between Amendment Proposals
Under rule 8.2.7 the Committee on Style, appointed by the CoPresidents, determines the order in which Amendment Proposals are presented to the Convention and also amends Amendment Proposals for " inaccuracies, repetitions and inconsistencies". To address concerns about amendments made by the Committee on Style, " thirteen (13) State delegations shall object in a timely manner to any report of said committee on the ground that said report has changed the sense or purpose of any such proposal, the proposal shall be referred to a select committee consisting of fifteen (15) delegates, which shall include not less than seven (7) of the thirteen (13) State delegations objecting to the report".
The Convention will consider engrossed Amendment Proposals in the order in which the Committee of the Whole reports them. The Committee of the Whole will consider Amendment Proposals in the order in which the Amendment Committees report them.

To resolve "repetitions and inconsistencies" between Amendment Proposals, the Committee of the Whole will merge two Amendment Committees. To ensure that the Amendment Committee understands the concerns of the Committee of the Whole, the Committee of the Whole will refer moved and approved amendments to the Amendment Committee and also add one or more States to the Amendment Committee. 
Amendment Committees can also merge by majority vote of both Amendment Committees. Amendment Committees can also issue a joint report by majority vote of both Committees.
To avoid changes to the sense or purpose of an Amendment Proposal,  the Amendment Committee will refer its Amendment Proposal to the Committee on Style and the Committee on Style will report an amendment to the referring Committee. The Amendment Committee will amend its Amendment Proposal and if necessary, refer the Amendment Proposal to the Committee on Style again.
Add "5.11 Merger of Two Amendment Committees
Upon a 3/5 majority vote of the States present in the Committee of the Whole to merge two Amendment Committees or by a majority vote of both Amendment Committees to merge, each Committee by majority vote shall select 6 Delegates to the Merged Committee. If the same State is selected by both Committees, then the State Delegation shall choose one of the two Delegates to serve on the new Committee. The CoPresidents shall randomly select one or more additional States to bring the Committee up to 13 States. The State Delegations shall select their Delegate to this new Amendment Committee. The new Amendment Committee shall start its deliberations with the two Amendment Proposals of the original two Committees and any amendments referred by the Committee of the Whole."

Add "5.12 Dissolve an Amendment Committee
Upon a 3/5 majority vote of the States present in the Committee of the Whole, an Amendment Committee considering an Amendment Proposal would be dissolved and its Amendment Proposal could be referred to a different Amendment Committee."

Add "5.13 Addition of a State to an Amendment Committee
Upon a 3/5 majority vote of the States present in the Committee of the Whole, to add a State to an Amendment Committee for Amendment Proposals, 1) the Amendment Committee by majority vote shall select a State to remove from the Amendment Committee and 2) the Delegation of the added State shall select a Delegate to be a member of the Amendment Committee. Any State added to the Amendment Committee can not be removed until after at least 6 more States are added to the Amendment Committee."

8.2.7 Committee on Style
Replace with

"The Committee on Style shall consider the referred Amendment Proposal for style and shall within two days report a recommended amendment to the Amendment Committee. The recommended amendment shall place the Amendment Proposal in a form designated by the Convention but shall not change the sense or purpose of the Amendment Proposal.
The Committee on Style shall consider the referred Amendment Proposal for engrossment and printing and shall within two days report a correctly engrossed and printed Amendment Proposal to the Amendment Committee in preparation for Third Reading. The engrossed and printed Amendment Proposal shall not change the sense or purpose of the Amendment Proposal.
The Committee of the Whole shall elect an 11th State by majority vote to the Committee on Style. Reports by the Committee on Style must be signed by at least one of the CoChairs."
11) Regular Order for Proposals
7.4 Method of Acting on Proposals 
Replace with

"7.4.1 General
Members of an Amendment Committee, can quickly iterate through versions of an Amendment Proposal using guidance from the Committee of the Whole. Each Amendment Committee is motivated to amend their Amendment Proposal to obtain additional affirmative votes in the Committee of the Whole by taking into consideration amendments moved by State Delegations.

The Committee of the Whole can exercise its will on any reported Amendment Proposal by 1) allowing any State to move an amendment to the Amendment Proposal, 2) by adding one or more States to the reporting Committee, 3) by merging the reporting Committee with another Amendment Committee, 4) by referring the Amendment Proposal to a different Amendment Committee, and 5) by dissolving the reporting Committee or rejecting the Amendment Proposal."

5.9 Regular Order for Proposals
Postpone consideration of 5.9 until consideration of 7.4.

Renumber 5.9 to 7.4.2

Replace with

"The regular order to be taken by Amendment Proposals (AP) shall be as follows: 
1. Introduction, first reading, and printing of copies of each AP. 

2. Second Reading and reference to a new Amendment Committee.

3. Consideration and amendment of the AP by the Amendment Committee. 

4. Referral of the amended or substituted AP to the Committee on Style.

5. Report of an amendment by the Committee on Style and action on the amendment by the Amendment Committee.

6. Preliminary report of the AP by the Amendment  Committee to the Committee of the Whole (CofW). 

7. Consideration of the AP by the CofW including: moving of amendments by State Delegations, approval of amendments, and referral of moved and approved amendments to the reporting Amendment Committee or to a different Amendment Committee.

8. Action on the referred amendments by the Amendment Committee and report to the CofW.

9. Referral of unamended AP by the CofW to the Amendment Committee for engrossment.

10. Referral of the AP by the Amendment Committee to the Committee on Style for engrossment in a form designated by the Convention.
11. Report of the engrossed AP to the Amendment Committee and further report to the CofW.

12. Report of the engrossed AP by the CofW to the Convention without amendment.

13. Third reading and final passage without amendment.
14. Communication of any passed AP to the States and Congress as a proposed amendment to the Constitution."
Add
"7.4.3 Amendment Committee for an Amendment Proposal
When the Amendment Committee receives a referral with amendments from the Committee of the Whole, the Amendment Committee will incorporate the approved amendments into the Amendment Proposal. Then the Amendment Committee will consider amendments that were moved but not approved. The Committee can use the debate comments to provide additional guidance. 

Members can move a motion to amend at any time. Members can move a motion to report to the Committee of the Whole 1) 4 days after the Amendment Proposal is received by the Committee and 2) 7 days after the Amendment Committee has referred an Amendment Proposal to the Committee of the Whole. Any motion is carried by a majority of the members present with the Chair breaking a tie. 

Before the Amendment Committee reports an Amendment Proposal to the Committee of the Whole, the Committee shall refer the Amendment Proposal to the Committee on Style. The Committee on Style shall report back to the Committee within two days stating its approval of the Amendment Proposal or proposing an amendment to the Amendment Proposal. The Amendment Committee shall either 1) report the Amendment Proposal to the Committee of the Whole without the approval of the Committee on Style, or 2) refer an amended Amendment Proposal to the Committee on Style.
The Amendment Committee will report by majority vote to the Committee of the Whole the Amendment Proposal with all amendments applied and changes, to the last version considered by the Committee of the Whole, highlighted.
7.4.4 Committee of the Whole
The Committee of the Whole shall consider reported Amendment Proposals in the order in which they are received. The Secretary shall read the Title of the Amendment Proposal on the third day after the report is received to bring the Amendment Proposal under consideration.

The Committee of the Whole shall accept motions 1) to amend the Amendment Proposal by majority vote of the States present, 2) after all amendments have been moved to close consideration of amendments by majority vote of the States present, 3) to refer to the reporting Committee by majority vote of the States present, the Amendment Proposal with moved and approved amendments, 4)  to refer to a different Amendment Committee, the Amendment Proposal with moved and approved amendments, if any, 5) to refer an Amendment Proposal to the reporting Committee for engrossment and printing, 6) to report an engrossed Amendment Proposal to the Convention, 7) to withdraw a report of an engrossed Amendment Proposal previously reported to the Convention and a motion to refer the withdrawn to an Amendment Committee, 8) to merge the reporting Committee with another Amendment Committee, 9) to add one or more States to the reporting Committee, 10) to dissolve the reporting Committee, and 11) to reject the Amendment Proposal. A 3/5 majority vote of the States present is required to accept the motion unless a majority vote is specified.

After taking up any Amendment Proposal, the order of business shall be: 1) moving of motions to amend with a debate comments attached, 2) motion to sort moved amendments into order and consider them in order and motions to close consideration of amendments, 3) motions to refer to the reporting Committee or to a different Amendment Committee, 4) motions to merge, dissolve, or add one or more States to the reporting Committee, 5) motions to refer for engrossment or to report an engrossed Amendment Proposal, and 6) motions to reject the Amendment Proposal by majority vote of the States present, as not being germane to the subject, or subjects, of the authorizing Call or Calls or for any other reason.

A motion to close consideration of amendments may be moved and voted upon at any time, except after a motion to close is rejected, another motion to close can not be considered until the amendment under consideration and the next two amendments are voted upon.

7.4.5 Third Reading of an Engrossed Amendment Proposal
Before any third reading of an engrossed Amendment Proposal is in order, a motion of Intent to Permanently Adjourn must be passed by the Convention by a 3/5 vote of the States present. After passage of the motion of Intent to Permanently Adjourn the order of business shall be 1) third reading of engrossed Amendment Proposals in the order in which they were reported by the Committee of the Whole and 2) a motion to resume deliberations.

An engrossed Amendment Proposal shall be passed by 3/5 majority vote of the States present.

If the motion to resume deliberations is passed by a 3/5 majority of the States present, then all engrossed Amendment Proposals that were not passed are rejected and barred from further consideration. The Convention continues deliberating.

If the motion to resume deliberations fails, then the Secretary shall send the passed Amendment Proposals, if any, to the States for ratification and to Congress. The Convention is then permanently adjourned without further action except for administrative tasks; any motion affecting an Amendment Proposal or the rules is out of order; and the quorum for the Convention to conduct business is reduced to three States."

12) Quorum and Voting
 3.2 Quorum to Conduct Business
Replace with

"The Quorum for the Convention to do business shall be 3/5 of the States, currently 30."

7.6 Quorum in Committee of the Whole 
OK as is.

8.7 Committee Quorum
 Replace with
"A majority of the members of a committee constitutes a quorum. No select committee shall report an Amendment Proposal unless a quorum is present including the Chair and the Secretary. No select committee shall vote on an Amendment Proposal unless a quorum is present including the Chair and the Secretary or if either is absent, an acting Chair or acting Secretary has been appointed by majority vote."

8.9 Committee Reports
Replace with

"Any committee report must be signed by both Co-Chairs except any report of any Amendment Committee must be signed by the Chair and any report of the Committee of the Whole must be signed by the President."


See the replacement for 4.2 concerning "any Amendment Committee" and the replacement for 8.2.7 Committee on Style in 8) above.

4.2 Voting
Replace with

"Each State shall have one vote: aye, nay, or divided in case the votes of the State Delegation are equally divided and the Delegation has no way to break the tie.


Unless otherwise directed all procedural questions will be determined by a majority vote of the States present. 
Unless otherwise directed all questions in any Amendment Committee will be determined by a majority vote of the States present. In the event of a tie, the vote of the Chair will determine the question. 
Unless otherwise directed, all questions in any Committee, except for the Committee of the Whole, will be determined by a majority vote of the States present; in the event of a tie after allowing all members to gather, the Co-Chairs shall refer such matter back to the referring body without recommendation. In the event of a tie vote in the Committee of the Whole, the question will be determined by the President.
The first and second reading in Convention of any Amendment Proposal will be determined by a majority vote of the States present. 
Unless otherwise directed all questions before the Convention or the Committee of the Whole concerning Amendment Proposals, Amendment Committees, and Permanent Adjournment will be determined by a 3/5 majority vote of the States present.


The decision by States shall be entered in the journal. Votes may be taken by voice, call of the roll, or by use of an electronic voting system under the supervision of the Co-Presidents, or the Secretary of the Convention, at their direction."

5.10 Third Reading and Final Passage
Replace with
"To affect the passage of an Amendment Proposal on final reading thereof, the vote shall be taken by State, and the names of the States voting for, against, or divided, shall be recorded and entered in the Journal. No Amendment Proposal shall be declared passed unless 3/5 of the States present shall have voted in favor of the passage of the same. No State shall be allowed to cast or change its vote after the Convention’s action on said question is announced by the Co-President presiding. No State will move a motion to amend during Third Reading of an Amendment Proposal.

Within 2 days of the passage of an Amendment Proposal, the Secretary of the Convention shall transmit the proposed amendment to the Constitution of the United States to the several States for ratification within seven years of the transmission. The Secretary will also transmit the proposed amendment to the Congress."

4.4 Vote Tellers 
Replace with

"Each State delegation shall name one person to be the teller for the delegation. After the delegation from each State shall have ascertained the vote of their State, the State’s teller shall report the result to the Convention. When votes are taken by call of the roll, the designated teller of that delegation shall report the vote for that state voicing the aye, nay, or, divided. The teller shall then submit their delegation vote to the Secretary."

13) Mode of Ratification
8.2.4 Committee on Information, Submission and Address to the States and Congress
Replace 

"make recommendations to the Convention and Congress as to the method of submission of the proposal(s) of the Convention to the various States after the adjournment of the Convention."

with

"report recommendations to the Convention as to the method of submission and Mode of Ratification of the proposed amendment(s) to the Constitution. The Convention shall provide the Committee with instructions for the Committee's communication with Congress."

14) 9.6 Article V Applications
Section 9.6 is inviting litigation that may delay an Article V Convention. Litigation may provide an excuse for Congress to not call a Convention ie. Congress decides to wait until the litigation is resolved before calling the Convention. The Assembly of State Legislators does not have the power to decide many of these issues. 
It is preferable to delete section 9.6 or to convert 9.6 into recommendations to the States regarding language to use for an Application.
9.6.1 Application Lifespan
This question is determined by the State submitting the application. An Application is active until it becomes inactive under its terms or until a State withdraws it. After Congress calls a Convention, the Application becomes inactive unless the Application resolves that it will remain a continuing application  after Congress counts it in order to call a Convention and the Application does not specify a subject.

9.6.2 Counting of Applications
The Assembly of State Legislators shall send a resolution to Congress whenever 34 States have applied for a Convention with the same subject.
9.6.2.1 is incorrect.
9.6.2.2 is better left to an actual Case.
9.6.2.4 is better left to an actual Case.

9.6.3 Call of a Convention  is better left to an actual Case.
"3. The proposed date and location of convening" This is how Congress calls a Convention. It is a duty of Congress to call a Convention and the States do not have the power to specify a date and location or in other words, to call a convention.



