


Draft Legislation
Public School Homeschool Support Program Authorization
1) School districts shall be authorized, but not required, under this section to provide a homeschool support program to school-age minors through local boundary district schools.  The purpose of such program shall be to provide advice and financial support to families residing in the school district who want to assume full responsibility for educating their school-age minors.
2) Parents who file an affidavit under Section 53A-11-102(2)(a)  shall not participate in a homeschool support program.
3) A school-age minor enrolled in a homeschool support program of a district school is considered to be a fully enrolled school-age minor of the district in which the homeschool support program is located for purposes of funding.
4) A school-age minor enrolled in a homeschool support program of a district school shall comply with Utah 53A-11-301.  [Must comply with vaccination requirement or have exemption required by public school students]

Definitions

5) “Approved educational expenses” means expenses actually incurred by the parent or school-age minor to educate the school-age minor enrolled in the homeschool support program.  Such approved educational expenses may include curriculum, books, digital resources, technology devices and resources, manipulatives, materials, courses provided by a third party provider available to the public, field trip expenses, and any other expenses expressly authorized by the school district homeschool support program policy in accordance with any rules set forth by the State Board of Education under Title 63G, Chapter 3, Utah Administrative Rulemaking Act.  Such approved educational expenses shall only be reimbursed with public finds if they do not violate laws or rules related to religious freedom.  The school district may establish limit on allowable expenses per student to be reimbursed under the school district policy.
6) “District school” means a public school under the control of a local school board elected pursuant to Title 20A, Chapter 14, Nomination and Election of State and Local School Boards.
7) “Third party provider” means a third party who provides educational services to school-age minors on behalf of the parent.
8) School-age minors enrolled in a homeschool support program under this section shall be exempt from the compulsory attendance requirement set forth under Section 53A-11-102 [Amend Section 53A-11-102 to add exemption – new 102(1)(a)(ii)(E):  “the school-age minor is enrolled in a homeschool support program through a district school.”]
9) A local school board that excuses a school-age minor from attendance as provided under subsection 8 shall annually issue a certificate stating that the school age minor is a participant in the homeschool support program and is excused from attendance for the specified school year.
10) Parents of school-age minors enrolled in a homeschool support program shall be solely responsible for:
a) the selection of instructional materials and textbooks;
b) the time, place, and method of instruction; and 
c) the evaluation of instruction.  
11) A homeschool support program shall not:
a) require a parent of a school age minor to maintain records of attendance;
b) require credentials for individuals providing home school instruction;
c) inspect home school facilities; or
d) require standardized or other testing.
12) A homeschool support program under this section shall have the following requirements:
a) Schools shall have one or more teachers and staff members assigned to provide support and advice upon request from school-age minors or parents of school-age minors enrolled in the homeschool support program.  
b) Parents of school-age minors enrolled in a homeschool support program shall inform the teacher or staff member assigned under part a of this subsection of the progress of the school-age minor participating in the program during the school year.
c) The homeschool support program may make available to school-age minors in the homeschool support program curriculum or educational materials under Section 53A-12-205.
d) The homeschool support program shall reimburse parents or school-age minors in the homeschool support program for approved educational expenses, not to exceed the actual cost of such expenses in accordance with the policy of the school district.  
e) The homeschool support program shall make available to school-age minors digital resources, libraries, athletic facilities, extracurricular activities and other resources available to enrolled school-age minors in accordance with the homeschool support program policy of the school district. 
f) School-age minors enrolled in a home school support program shall be eligible to participate in all activities authorized under Utah code section 53 A-11-102.5 as if they were participating in dual enrollment.  
13) Parents shall be solely responsible for selecting the appropriate level at which school-age minors are expected to perform during the academic year.  
a) School-age minors in the homeschool support program shall not be required to comply with Utah Core Standards.
b) Each school year, the teacher assigned under subsection 10(a) shall provide a copy to the parent of a document identifying the knowledge, skills, and competencies a school-age minor is recommended to attain for the school-age minor’s grade level and subject areas to assist the parent in achieving college and career readiness through home schooling.  Upon written request, the assigned teacher shall provide a copy of such document for any other grade level or subject.
c) Teachers and staff assigned under subsection 10(a) and District Schools shall not have their performance assessed based upon test results or academic performance of school-age minors enrolled in the homeschool support program.
14) The school district shall allow school-age minors enrolled in the homeschool support program to participate in standardized testing.  Homeschool support program school-age minors shall not be required to participate in standardized testing.  
15) In accordance with Title 63G, Chapter 3, Utah Administrative Rulemaking Act, the State Board of Education shall make rules for purposes of homeschool support program to govern and regulate the transferability of credits toward graduation that are earned in a private or home school.


Public School Homeschool Support Program Authorization, version 1, 2/27/2016
2

