Project Title: The Aged Context and the Affordable Care Act

Consent to Participate in Research

Identification of Investigators & Purpose of Study  

You are being asked to participate in a research study conducted by Dr. Brittany Bramlett and Chelsey Clevenger from Albright College.  The purpose of this study is to understand the amount and content of contact from constituents at the state level related to the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (Obama Care). This study will contribute to the completion of an ACRE (Albright Creative Research Experience), a joint research project conducted by professor and undergraduate student.

Research Procedures

Should you decide to participate in this research study, you will be asked to sign this consent form once all your questions have been answered to your satisfaction. This study consists of an e-mail survey that will be administered to individual participants in the offices of state legislators across the country.  You will be asked to provide answers to a series of questions related to contact with constituents related to the Affordable Care Act.

Time Required

Participation in this study will require approximately 15 minutes of your time. 
Risks 

The investigator does not perceive more than minimal risks from your involvement in this study. The investigator perceives the following as a possible risk arising from your involvement with this study: being identified as someone who contributed to the study. However, the researchers will minimize this risk by keeping research records on password-protected computers and in locked-offices when off campus.
Benefits

Potential benefits from participation in this study include a better understanding in the political science discipline of where and how certain constituents contact their local representatives regarding controversial policies passed at the national level and implemented at the state level.

Confidentiality 

The results of this research will be presented at a political science conference and will eventually become part of a paper submitted for journal publication. The results of this project will be coded in such a way that the respondent’s identity will not be attached to the final form of this study.  The researcher retains the right to use and publish non-identifiable data. While the individual respondent’s identity will remain confidential, quotes from the e-mail surveys may be used in the research. The attribution will remain mostly nameless but may be attached to a particular area of a state. Aggregate data will also be presented representing averages or generalizations about the responses as a whole. All data will be stored in a secure location accessible only to the researchers.  Upon completion of the study, all information that matches up individual respondents with their answers will continue to be kept on password-protected computers and stored in locked offices.

Participation & Withdrawal 

Your participation is entirely voluntary.  You are free to choose not to participate.  Should you choose to participate, you can withdraw at any time without consequences of any kind.

Questions about the Study
If you have questions or concerns during the time of your participation in this study, or after its completion or you would like to receive a copy of the final aggregate results of this study, please contact:
Brittany Bramlett





Department of Political Science






Albright College





bbramlett@alb.edu
Telephone: 610-929-6557





Questions about Your Rights as a Research Subject

Bonnie Rohde ‘92
Chair, Institutional Review Board
Albright College
(610) 929-6723
brohde@alb.edu 
Giving of Consent

I have read this consent form and I understand what is being requested of me as a participant in this study.  I freely consent to participate.  I have been given satisfactory answers to my questions.  The investigator provided me with a copy of this form.  I certify that I am at least 18 years of age.

______________________________________    

Name of Participant (Printed)

______________________________________    ______________

Name of Participant (Signed)
                                   Date

______________________________________    ______________

Name of Researcher (Signed)                                   Date

