
MINUTES OF THE
JOINT APPROPRIATION SUBCOMMITTEE HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 23, 1998
Room 403, State Capitol Building

Members Present: Sen. Howard Stephenson, Committee Co-Chair
Rep. J. Brent Haymond, Committee Co-Chair
Sen. Howard C. Nielson
Rep. Jeff Alexander
Rep. Loretta Baca
Rep. Gene Davis
Rep. Robert H. M. Killpack
Rep. Richard M. Siddoway

Members Excused: Sen. Scott N. Howell
Rep. Lloyd Frandsen
Rep. Bryan D. Holladay

Staff Present: Spencer Pratt, Legislative Fiscal Analyst
Thor Nilsen, Legislative Fiscal Analyst
Bonnie Brinton,  Secretary

List of Others Present on File.

Committee Co-Chair Haymond called the meeting to order at 2:15 p.m

A. Department of Health Budget Overview

Spencer Pratt, Legislative Fiscal Analyst, presented the Department of Health/Health Policy
Commission overview of analysis and recommendations.  For FY 1999, the Analyst is
recommending a total budget of $810,009,700 to the subcommittee.  The Analyst’s
recommendation includes $172,606,300 from the General Fund, which is an increase of 1.8
percent compared to the FY 1998 appropriated General Fund.

Ron Betit, Executive Director, Utah Department of Health, presented background and update
information.  He distributed an Utah Public Health Outcome Measures Report which identifies
the services provided by this department and contains information on public health indicators.

B. Department of Human Services Budget Overview

Thor Nilsen, Legislative Fiscal Analyst, presented the Department of Human Services Budget
overview of analysis and recommendations.  For FY 1999, the Analyst has recommended a
total appropriation of $367.1 million, with $178.2 million from the State General Fund.  

Robin Arnold-Williams, Executive Director, Department of Human Services, presented the
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Human Services Appropriations Subcommittee Legislative Overview.  She referred to the
sections on Priority Issues, Compensation Issues and Prevention Services Continuum.  Ms.
Arnold-Williams also presented information from the DHS Outcomes: Results Oriented
Information section of the binder.  

C. Approval of Minutes of January 23, 1998

MOTION: Sen. Nielson moved to approve the minutes of January 21, 1998.  Motion passed
unanimously.

D. Budget Hearing: Department of Health Executive Director

1. Mr. Pratt presented analysis and recommendations information on the Department of
Health - Executive Director Operations which includes those functions of the Department
of Health that provide overall direction of policy, management, and administrative support
to the divisions, offices, and programs of the Department.  Included in the
recommendation is base funding for the Office of Health Data Analysis in the amount of
$542,100.  The total FY 1999 recommendation is $10,639,200.

2. Mr. Betit summarized the key issues regarding the section on Executive Director
Operations.

Lee Brinton, Health Date Commission, encouraged the continuation of the Health Data
Commission and the hospital discharge data base.

E. Budget Hearing: Department of Health: Health Systems Improvement

1. Mr. Pratt presented analysis and recommendations information on the Department of
Health - Health Systems Improvement.  The recommended level of funding for Health
Systems Improvement is $11,811,100, including $100,000 for the balance of staffing for
Day Care Licensing.  The recommendation also reflects the reduction of one FTE position
($45,000) in administering the Special Population Health Care provider Financial
Assistance and Retention program.  The recommendation was based on the fact that no
grants or scholarships have been made in the 1½ years that the program has been
authorized.

Robert Sherwood, Health Systems Improvement Primary Care/Rural Health, addressed
the delay in using $100,000 of funds for the grant/scholarship program.  The nominating
process has taken a long time, it is not funded adequately and is very labor intensive.

2. Department of Health: Iona Thraen
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Ms. Thraen, Division of Health Systems Improvement, introduced staff members and
presented and discussed information in a document entitled, EMS Grants Annual Report. 

Patrick Johnson, Executive Director, Legislative Liaison, distributed a FACT SHEET
entitled, State Primary Care Grants Program for the Medically Underserved Populations. 
He urged the committee to give favorable consideration to the governor’s
recommendation regarding this program.

Kathryn Fitzgerald, Consultant, Home Care Association, spoke in favor of supporting
additional staffing licensure.

Rhoda Goff, Director-Health Services, spoke in favor of increasing the State Primary
Care Grant at the governor’s level of funding and supporting on-going funding.  She
presented a letter supporting the Primary Care Grant from Yvonne Jensen, Executive
Director - Carbon Medical Service Association, Inc.

Allen Ainsworth spoke in favor of approving the recommended funding at the governor’s
level for nursing and dental care for the homeless.

Patrick Poulin, Utah Issues, spoke in favor of funding services for people with low
income.

Joan Gallegos, Executive Director - Utah Health Care Association, spoke in favor of the
governor’s request for $60,000 for a FTE for the health facility licensing staff.

MOTION:   Rep. Davis moved to adjourn the meeting.  The motion passed unanimously.  

Meeting adjourned at 4:00 p.m.

Minutes reported by Bonnie Brinton, Secretary.

 Sen. Howard Stephenson
 Committee Co-Chair

 Rep. J. Brent Haymond
 Committee Co-Chair
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