
MINUTES OF THE
  NATURAL RESOURCES, AGRICULTURE, & ENVIRONMENT

STANDING COMMITTEE 
ROOM 303 STATE CAPITOL BUILDING

January 29, 1998 

Members Present: Rep. Bradley T. Johnson,  Chair           
Rep. Tom Hatch, Vice-Chair  
Rep. Craig W. Buttars
Rep. Mary Carlson                    
Rep. James R. Gowans
Rep. Dennis H. Iverson                               
Rep. Evan L. Olsen                  
Rep. Michael R. Styler
Rep. Jordan Tanner

  Rep. Daniel H. Tuttle
Rep. Bill Wright

Members Absent: Rep. Eli H. Anderson
Rep. Melvin R. Brown  
Rep. Beverly Ann Evans

Staff Present: Connie Steffen,  Research Analyst             
Beverly Weeks, Committee Secretary

Visitors List: List filed with Committee Minutes

Representative Tom Hatch, Vice-chair called the meeting to order at 8:10 a.m.

MOTION: Rep. Gowans moved to approve the minutes of January 27, 1998.

The motion passed unanimously with Reps. Buttars, Carlson, Styler and Tuttle absent for the vote.

H.B. 283 Ice Cream and Milk Dispenser Requirements (G. Davis)

Rep. Hatch announced the sponsor has requested the bill be held until the next meeting.

H.B. 280 Workers’ Compensation Insurance Amendments (B. Wright)

MOTION: Rep. Wright moved to amend the bill as follows:

1. Page 1, Line 26: After "may not" delete "require" and insert "permit"

2. Page 2, Line 1: After "may not" delete "require" and insert "permit"
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3. Page 3, Line 24: Delete line 24 and insert "in Subsections 35A-4-206(1) and (2) and does
not include employment as provided in Subsection 35A-4-206(3)."

The motion passed unanimously with Reps. Buttars, Carlson, and Tuttle absent for the vote.

Rep. Wright reviewed the bill which modifies requirements for workers’ compensation insurance for
agricultural workers.

Kim Christy, Utah Farm Bureau, spoke in support of the bill.

Alan Hennebold, General Council for the Labor Commission, and Joyce Sewell, Labor Commission,
answered questions about workers’ compensation.

Kim Christy, Utah Farm Bureau, distributed a handout on companies providing employee liability
insurance to farmers in Utah.

Dave Gessler, Utah Association of Health Care Providers, pointed out the bill still exempts about
one-half the farms in Utah from the workers' compensation insurance requirements.

Chris Purcell, State Farm Insurance, expressed concerns with the bill.

MOTION:  Rep. Iverson moved to pass the bill out favorably.

The motion passed unanimously with Reps. Tanner and Johnson absent for the vote.

H.B. 207 Environmental Crimes Amendments (B. Wright)

MOTION: Rep. Wright moved to amend the bill as follows:

1. Page 2, Line 5: After "per day" bracket "for each" and insert "of"

2. Page 2, Line 11: After "$25,000" bracket "for each"

3. Page 2, Line 12: At the beginning of Line 12 bracket "instance" and insert "per day"

4. Page 2, Line 13: After "false" insert "material" and after "certification" bracket "in any
form"

5. Page 2, Line 25: After "per day" bracket "for each" and insert "of"

6. Page 2, Line 26: After "per day" bracket "for each" and insert "of"

7. Page 3, Line 11: After "per day" bracket "per" and insert "of"

8. Page 3, Line 19: After "per day" bracket "per" and insert "of"
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9. Page 6, Line 22: After "day" bracket "per" and insert "of"

10. Page 6, Line 23: After "false" insert "material"

11. Page 7, Line 30: After line 30 insert:
"(6)  For purposes of Subsections 19-5-115(3) through 19-5-115(5), a
single operational upset which leads to simultaneous violations of more
than one pollutant parameter shall be treated as a single violation."

Renumber remaining sections accordingly.

The motion passed unanimously with Reps. Olsen, Johnson, and Tuttle absent for the vote.

Rep. Wright distributed a handout that summarizes the provisions of the bill.  He said the bill
modifies penalties for violations of air pollution, water pollution, and radiation statutes.

Rep. Hatch turned the chair over to Rep. Johnson.

Brent Bradford, Department of Environmental Quality, spoke in support of the bill.

MOTION: Rep. Buttars moved to pass the bill out favorably.

The motion passed unanimously with Reps. Hatch, Tuttle and Olsen absent for the vote.

H.B. 19 Duties of Water Commissioners (T. Hatch)

Rep. Hatch said the bill repeals the requirement for a bond for water commissioners.

Bob Morgan, Division of Water Rights answered questions about the bill.

MOTION: Rep. Tanner moved to pass the bill out favorably.  

The motion passed unanimously with Reps. Iverson, Olsen and Tuttle absent for the vote.

MOTION:  Rep. Hatch moved to place the bill on the consent calendar.

The motion passed unanimously with Reps. Iverson, Olsen and Tuttle absent for the vote.

H.B. 275 Annexation of Agriculture Protection Areas (D. Ure)

Rep. Ure said the bill specifies requirements for the annexation of agricultural protection areas by
municipalities.

MOTION:  Rep. Styler moved to pass the bill out favorably.
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The motion passed unanimously with Reps.  Iverson, Olsen and Tuttle absent for the vote.

H.B. 296 Mining Reclamation Amendments and Appropriation (J. Gowans)
 

Rep. Gowans said the bill appropriates $500,000 for the safeguarding of abandoned mines.

The Division of Oil, Gas and Mining showed a video tape on abandoned mine hazards.

The following spoke in support of the bill:
Lowell Braxton, Division of Oil, Gas and Mining
Tom Bingham, Utah Mining Association

MOTION: Rep. Styler moved to pass the bill out favorably.

The motion passed unanimously with Reps. Iverson, Tuttle, and Johnson absent for the vote.

H.B. 24 Penalty for Abandoned or Unattended Campfire (D. Hogue)

Rep. Hogue said the current law makes it difficult to enforce prohibitions on leaving campfires.  He
introduced Dick Buhler, Division of Forestry, Fire and State Lands, who noted that some deadly fires in the
state have occurred due to abandoned fires.

Rep. Hatch moved to amend the bill as follows:

1. Page 3, Line 24: After "(2)" delete "that"

2. Page 3, Line 24: After Line 24 insert:
"(a)  is a class C misdemeanor if the property damage is or exceeds
$150 but is less than $300 in value;"

3. Page 3, Line 25: Delete "(a) does not result in damage to property" and insert "(b)"

4. Page 3, Line 25: After  "misdemeanor" and before ";" insert "if property damage is
or exceeds $300 but is less than $1,000 in value"

5. Page 3, Line 26: Delete "(b) does not result in damage to property" and insert "(c)"

6. Page 3, Line 26:  After  "misdemeanor" and before "." insert "if property damage is
or exceeds $1,000 in value; and"

The motion passed with Reps Tuttle, and Buttars absent for the vote.
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MOTION: Rep. Wright moved to amend the bill as follows:

1. Page 3, Lines 18-21: Delete Lines 18-21
MOTION: Rep. Styler moved to adjourn.

The motion passed unanimously and the meeting adjourned at 9:59 a.m.

_______________________________
Rep. Bradley T. Johnson, Chair

_______________________________
Rep. Tom Hatch, Vice-Chair


