
MINUTES OF THE
SENATE EDUCATION STANDING COMMITTEE

TUESDAY, JANUARY 27, 1998, 3:00 P.M.
Room 416, State Capitol Building

Members Present: Sen. Lorin Jones,  Chair
Sen. Joseph Hull
Sen. Howard Stephenson
Sen. David Steele 

Members Excused:

Members Absent: Sen. Scott Howell 
Sen. Craig Peterson
Sen. Leonard Blackham 

Staff Present: Wayne Lewis, Legislative  Analyst
Sheila Ainsworth, Secretary 

Others Present: List of Others Present on File

Committee Chair Lorin Jones called the meeting to order at 3:18 p.m.  

1. S. B. 84    Strategic Planning Act for Educational Excellence Amendments, L. Hillyard

Sen. Hillyard presented his bill to the committee.  The legislation modifies the mission of public education
under a State strategic plan; expands the characteristics of the State’s public education system identified under
the State Strategic Plan; modifies strategic planning provisions related to parental participation in the
educational process, school district and individual school responsibilities and State Board of Education Duties,
it modifies the duties of the Task Force for Strategic Planning for public and higher education, and makes
certain technical changes.  He said he has not received negative feedback about the bill.  The goal is to have the
best educational system in the world.  Dr. Cecelia Foxley, Commissioner of Higher Education, USHE/SBR,
spoke about the positive changes that have occurred in higher education, especially the transition to the semester
system.

Gayle Ruzeka, Eagle Forum, asked questions about some of the changes.  Sen. Hillyard, Dave Colvin,
Legislative Fiscal Analyst Office, and Gary Carlston, Governor’s Office, answered her questions.

Paula Plant, Legislative VP, Utah PTA, said the PTA is in support of the bill.  Steve Peterson, School Board and
Superintendents Association, Larry Horyna, USOE and Gary Carlston, Governor’s Office, spoke in favor of the
bill.

Sen. Stephenson read an article from the “Deseret News” expressing the opinion that policy makers cannot just
talk about strategic planning - pressure from the outside is needed.

MOTION:  Sen. Steele moved to pass the bill with a favorable recommendation.  

The motion passed unanimously with all present voting. 



2. S.B. 105 Utah Centennial Opportunity Program For Education Act Amendment, L. McAllister

Sen. McAllister presented his bill to the committee.  It offers scholarships to eligible students who attend Utah
public and private schools, including Westminister and BYU.  Sen. Hull was concerned that students attending
schools that are expensive would receive more money than students attending schools that are less expensive to
attend.  C. Gail Norris, USHE/SBR, said students receive funds based on their need regardless of the institution
he/she attends.  He said USHE/SBR are in strong support of this bill.

MOTION:  Sen. Stephenson moved to pass the bill to the floor of the Senate with a favorable recommendation. 

The motion passed unanimously with all present  voting.

Approval of Minutes—Sen. Steele moved approve the minutes of January 23, 1998. 

The motion passed unanimously
.

MOTION:  Sen. Steele moved to adjourn.   

The motion passed unanimously with all present voting. 
 

Committee Chair Lorin Jones adjourned the meeting at 4:15 p.m.

Minutes were reported by Sheila Ainsworth, Secretary.

Sen. Lorin Jones, Chair


