
   MINUTES OF THE
NATURAL RESOURCES APPROPRIATIONS SUB-COMMITTEE

February 3, 1999 - 2:00 P.M.
Room 305, State Capitol

 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Sen. Howard Nielson, Co-Chair

Rep. Evan L. Olsen, Co-Chair
Sen. Joseph Hull
Rep. Craig W. Buttars
Rep. Ben C. Ferry
Rep. Fred J. Fife III
Rep. James R. Gowans
Rep. Tom Hatch
Rep. Michael R. Styler
Rep. Jordan Tanner

MEMBERS ABSENT: Sen. David Steele

STAFF PRESENT: Steven Allred, Fiscal Analyst
Jean Holyoak, Committee Secretary

VISITORS: Attached to and made a part of these minutes

Rep. Evan Olsen called the meeting to order at 2:10 p.m.  Upon motion by Rep. James Gowans, the
minutes of February 1, 1999 were approved.  Rep. Tom Hatch was absent for the vote.  Time was then
turned over to Mr. Robert L. Morgan, State Engineer, Division of Water Rights.

Mr. Morgan gave the Committee an overview of the Division of Water Rights.  He cited three major
areas they are concentrating their efforts on: Snyderville, Tooele County and Washington County.  He
also noted that almost 100% of the monies for the Division are from General Fund.  He also expressed
concern about the brine shrimp problem in the Great Salt Lake as well as the exchange of salt from the
north end of the lake to the south end because of the causeway.  Speaking from the public was Mr. Dan
Tuttle, Magna, Utah.

Rep. Olsen passed the gavel to Rep. Hatch.  Mr. Steven Allred presented the Analyst’s budget
recommendations for the Division of Water Rights as follows:

Administration $  543,300
Appropriation     643,000
Dam Safety     461,800
Adjudication     629,200
Cooperative Studies     561,200
Special investigations     566,300
Advertising       80,000
Regional Offices  2,005,200 
River Systems     729,400

Total                $6,219,400
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MOTION: Sen. Howard Nielson made a motion to recommend an additional FTE for the Dam
Safety program and request that $54,000 for the item.  The motion passed unanimously. 
Absent for the vote was Rep. Olsen.

MOTION: Rep. Jordan Tanner made a motion to suggest an interim study of the feasability of the
Division doing its own water gauging, rather than matching funds with USGS.  The
motion passed unanimously.  Absent for the vote was Rep. Olsen.

MOTION: Rep. Ben Ferry made a motion to make the advertising funding non-lapsing and request
$10,000 from Executive Appropriations for the Division.  The motion passed
unanimously.  Absent for the vote were Reps. Olsen and Tanner. 

Rep. Hatch called upon Mr. Art DuFault, Division of Forestry, Fires and State Lands.  Mr. DuFault
reviewed the Division’s responsibilities and the various programs it administers.  The Division manages
the State’s sovereign lands and provides forestry conservation and fire protection to non-Federal forest,
range and watershed lands in the State.

Rep. Hatch turned the gavel back to Rep. Olsen.  Rep. Olsen called upon Mr. Allred to present the
Analyst’s budget recommendations as follows:

Director’s Office            $   222,400
Administrative Services    358,700
Planning & Technology                 162,000
Technical Assistance    686,900
Program Delivery 1,067,200
Technical Assistance-
   Lone Peak Con. Ctr.    801,300
Program Delivery-Cooperators    562,000
Fire Suppression 1,693,700

Total            $5,553,900

MOTION: Rep. Hatch made a motion to tentatively adopt the Analyst’s budget recommendations
for the Division of Forestry, Fire and State Lands.  The motion passed unanimously.

MOTION: Rep. Hatch made a motion to tentatively adopt the Analyst’s budget recommendations
for the Division of Water Rights.  The motion passed unanimously.

MOTION: Rep. Gowans made a motion to approve the fee schedule for the Division of Water
Rights.  The motion passed unanimously.  
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MOTION: Rep. Styler made a motion to recommend an interim study to determine whether the
Division of Water Rights should charge a fee for non-flood control-driven stream
alteration permits.  The motion passed unanimously.

Upon motion by Rep. Styler, the meeting adjourned at 4:07 p.m.

   ____________________________________                 ______________________________________
                  Rep. Evan Olsen, Co-Chairman                                       Sen. Howard Nielson, Co-Chairman


