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List of others present is on file:

Committee Co-Chair Stephens called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m.  

1. Approval of Minutes

MOTION:   Rep. Buffmire moved to adopt the minutes of January 20 & 22, 199.  The
motion passed unanimously.

2. Presentation by Home School Visitors

Committee Co-Chair Stephenson stated that today at the Legislature is Home School
Education day.  Several home school families were at the Legislature to observe the
legislative process for this event.

Committee Co-Chair Stephens, asked for all those who were home school students or home
school parents to stand and be recognized

Brian Smith, Chairman, Home Education Association, spoke of the importance of home
schooling in the state of Utah.  Laurel Jordan and Gayle Ryzeka, Eagle Forum, also spoke on
the positive aspects of home schooling.

3. Minimum School Program Budget Hearing - Utah State Office of Education

Committee Co-Chair Stephens introduced Supt. Stephen Laing, USOE, who responded,
regarding education building block requests. 

The first presentation was given by Connie Amos, Specialist, USOE  who asked the
committee to consider the State Board of Education request for an increase in funding for
gifted and talented.

Mae Taylor, Director of Special Students at Risk, introduced Suecarol Robinson, Specialist
for Youth in Custody, who provided a “Youth in Custody” hand-out and then explained the
document.

Programs for Gifted and Talented Students, were presented by Steve Peterson who stated
that in order for concurrent enrollment to receive funds, credit must be given by the high
school and the university.  Brad Winn, Commission’s Office, Board of Regents Office, was
introduced, who spoke of the unique partnership between higher education and public
education.
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The MESA program was presented by Richard Gomez, Utah MBSA and Steve Cottrell,
Davis Schools.  Mr. Gomez stated that 80% of students across the country are involved in
MESA programs.  A hand-out was presented to members of the Committee with information
regarding the program.

Committee Co-Chair Stephenson asked what the impact of the new numbers will be on the
budget proposals now before the committee and how will the additional students be funded?

Michael Kjar, Legislative Fiscal Analyst, responded that the calculated amount is over
$800,000 in order to fund an additional increase in pre-school students and that the question
should go back to the state office for a solution.

.
The federal government requires a December 1 count for federal reports.  Therefore, the
figures do not reflect the total count used for the budget calculations because of the late date
for gathering data.  The suggestion was made that a count be made in October for the budget
process.

1. Voting on Basic Programs

MOTION: Rep. Frandsen moved to adopt the Analyst’s Kindergarten budget of
$34,345,816 recommending 19,604 WPUs, which is an increase in kindergarten enrollment
of 161 WPUs.  The motion passed unanimously.

MOTION: Committee Co-Chair Stephenson moved to adopt the Analyst’s recommended
budget for basic programs for Kindergarten, Grades 1-12, Necessarily Existent Small
Schools, Professional Staff and Administrative   The motion passed unanimously.

MOTION:   Rep. Buffmire moved to accept the Analyst’s budget recommendation of
70,938 WPUs for items 1-4 under the Minimum School Program for Total special
Education.  The motion passed unanimously. 

MOTION:   Sen. Valentine moved that the Joint Education Appropriations Subcommittee 
request that the audit committee authorize an audit pursuant to the provisions on page 20 of
the Analyst’s report, Youth in Custody, that an audit be conducted and on-going funding be
found to justify the program goals.  The motion passed unanimously with Rep. Bourdeaux
abstaining.  Sen. Hilyard absent at the time of voting.

 MOTION:    Sen. Valentine moved that the committee request the State Office of
Education, prior to the next legislative session,  provide a written report to the committee of
the evaluation and justification of the Youth in Custody Program.  The recommendation
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should also include alternative options for service delivery with emphasis on achieving
greater funding efficiency. The motion passed unanimously with Sen. Allen and Rep
Bourdeaux abstaining.  Sen. Hillyard absent at the time of voting.

MOTION:   Rep. Frandsen moved to accept the Analyst’s budget of 5,732 WPUs for the
Youth In Custody Program.  The motion passed unanimously.  Sen. Hillyard was absent at
the time of voting.

MOTION:   Rep. Rowan moved to accept the Analyst’s recommendation of 3,407 WPUs
for the Adult Education which includes Adult High School and the Adult Basic Education
Programs.  The motion passed unanimously.  Sen. Hillyard, Sen. Valentine, and Rep. King
absent at the time of the vote.

Committee Co-Chair Stephens requested Rep. Bourdeaux to introduce members of the
audience who represented highly impacted schools.  Rep. Bourdeaux then introduced
Rosemary Darren, Northwest Middle School, Patrick Garcia, Lincoln Elementary School
and Julia Miller, Edison Elementary School.  All of the speakers spoke of the advantages to
their respective schools of the At-Risk Funds they had received.

Barbara Rudolph, Principal, Emerson Elementary School, spoke of the At-Risk Programs
which had helped to fight gang involvement in their school environment. 
Committee Co-Chair Stephens stated, for the information of the committee, that highly
impacted schools are not part of the At-Risk Program and she extended appreciation for
their presentations at the meeting.

MOTION:   Rep. Buffmire moved to accept the Analyst’s recommendation of 3,866 WPU’s
for the At-Risk Programs and to reconsider the request from the Board of Education at a
later date.  The motion passed unanimously with Sens Hillyard, Valentine, and Rep. King
absent at the time of the vote.

MOTION:   Rep. Buffmire moved to accept the Analyst’s recommendation of 3,841 WPUs
for the Accelerated Learning Programs.    The motion passed unanimously. Sens. Hillyard,
Valentine and Rep. King absent at the time of the vote.

5. Related to Basic Programs

    a.   Budget Hearings - Michael Kjar, Fiscal Analyst

The Analyst, Mr. Kjar, recommended $238,274,171 for Social Security and Retirement
based on a formula based on the number of WPUs adopted by the legislature.  
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The Analyst, recommended $49,012,019 Pupil Transportation.  The value to be increased if
the Legislature increases the value of the weighted pupil unit.

The Analyst recommended $419,246 for the Contingency Fund.  The Contingency Fund
provides funding for the Edith Bowen Laboratory School at USU and also to help pay tuition
for Utah students who, by necessity, must attend schools in bordering states.

The Analyst recommended an appropriation of $614,911 for the Incentives for Excellence.  

The Analyst recommended an appropriation of $1,084,495 for Regional Service Centers,
which include Cedar City, Richfield, Price and Heber City.  These Regional Service Centers
also receive funds from  participating districts to fund various programs

The Analyst recommends an appropriation of $1,965,577 for Staff Development.  This
amount represents an increase of $500,000 in Staff Development

The Analyst recommends $6,860,759 for Comprehensive Guidance.  This amount was
recommended by the State Office to be included in the category of WPUs.

Pat O’Hara, Dir. Finance, USOE, discussed the Public Education Building Blocks to be used
for pupil transportation, primarily for school bus driver training.  The amount requested for
the building block is $291,450.  In addition, Mr. O’Hara said that there are additional costs
due to the I-15 construction.

Staff Development Building Block, request $3,000,000, which is to provide educators with
the skills to enable them to be more successful in the Utah education system.

Rep. Frandsen recommended a combined meeting with Higher Education. 

Committee Co-Chair Stephenson commented on the inadequacy of education being received
in the state’s colleges and universities. 

Rep. King, commented on the need for good in-service training for teachers.  Rep. King
further stated that about one-half of in-service training that has been done in the previous
seven or eight years has been technology intensive.
Con Rowley, Governor’s Office Analyst, addressed the budget items of Social Security
which was increased by WPUs.  The social security retirement funds come from two
different sources.  One of the sources is social security and the other is retirement and there
is a need to make adjustments to the amounts in the event that either one of the funds is
changed.  With respect to transportation, adjustments are made when the WPUs increases. 
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The Governor is recommending $500,000 for Staff Development and is in line with the
Lieutenant Governor’s initiative on reading.  Comprehensive Guidance recommendations
are in line with the Legislative Fiscal Office.  

Motion:   Committee Co-Chair moved to adjourn the meeting.  The motion passed.

The meeting was adjourned at 5:10 p.m.

The minutes were reported by Shirley Smith, Secretary

                                                                                                                                            
Sen. Howard Stephenson                                                    Rep. Nora Stephens
Committee Co-Chair                                                          Committee Co-Chair


