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LOCAL OPTION OIL AND GAS SEVERANCE

TAX AND RELATED AMENDMENTS

2001 GENERAL SESSION
STATE OF UTAH
Sponsor: Beverly Ann Evans

This act modifies the Oil and Gas Severance Tax to allow a county legislative body to impose
a local option oil and gas severance tax beginning on January 1, 2002. This act provides for
the tax rate, computation, administration, and distribution of the local option severance tax,
and makes technical changes. The act authorizes a nonrefundable credit against the state
oil and gas severance tax in the amount of the local option oil and gas severance tax a
taxpayer pays.
This act affects sections of Utah Code Annotated 1953 as follows:
AMENDS:

59-5-102 as last amended by Chapter 414, Laws of Utah 1998

59-5-103 as last amended by Chapter 247, Laws of Utah 1990

59-5-105 as last amended by Chapter 4, Laws of Utah 1988

59-5-106 as last amended by Chapter 1, Laws of Utah 1993, Second Special Session

59-5-107 as last amended by Chapter 228, Laws of Utah 1995

59-5-108 as last amended by Chapter 4, Laws of Utah 1988

59-5-109 as repealed and reenacted by Chapter 4, Laws of Utah 1988

59-5-110 as repealed and reenacted by Chapter 4, Laws of Utah 1988

59-5-112 as repealed and reenacted by Chapter 4, Laws of Utah 1988

59-5-114 as last amended by Chapter 299, Laws of Utah 1998

59-5-116 as last amended by Chapter 414, Laws of Utah 1998

59-5-119 as enacted by Chapter 135, Laws of Utah 1996
ENACTS:

59-5-102.1 Utah Code Annotated 1953
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Be it enacted by the Legislature of the state of Utah:

Section 1. Sectiofh9-5-102is amended to read:

59-5-102. State severance tax -- Rate -- Computation -- Annual exemption -- Study
by Tax Review Commission.

(1) (a) Each person owning an interest, working interest, royalty interest, payments out of
production, or any other interest, in oil or gas produced from a well in the state, or in the proceeds
of the production, shall pay to the state a stateerance taxfeegtatto4%n the basiof the
value, at the well, of the oil or gas produced, saved, and sold or transported from the field where
the substance was produced as provided in this section

(b) Beginning January 1, 1992, the stsg@®erance tax rate for oil is as follows:

(i) 3% of the value up to and including the first $13 per barrel for oil; and

(ii) 5% of the value from $13.01 and above per barrel for oil.

(c) Beginning January 1, 1992, the ste¢@erance tax rate for natural gas is as follows:

(i) 3% of the value up to and including the first $1.50 per MCF for gas; and

(ii) 5% of the value from $1.51 and above per MCF for gas.

(d) Beginning January 1, 1992, the sts@@erance tax rate for natural gas liquids is 4%
of the taxable value for natural gas liquids.

(e) If the oil or gas is shipped outside the state, this constitutes a sale, and the oil or gas
is subject to the severance tax.

(f) (i) [H] Except as provided in Subsection (1)(f)(ii) tife oil or gas is stockpiled, the tax

is not applicable until it is sold, transported, or delivered—Howéver,
(i) Notwithstanding Subsection (1)(f)(®jl or gas that is stockpiled for more than two

years is subject to the stateverance tax.

(2) [IN¢ A tax is_notimposed fupehon:

(@) the first $50,000 annually in gross value of each well or wells as defined in this part,
to be prorated among the owners in proportion-tofilie& ownerstespective interests in:

(i) the productionpr [trA]

(ii) the proceeds of the production;

(b) stripper wells, unless the exemption prevents the severance tax from being treated as
a deduction for federal tax purposes;

(c) the first six months of production for wells started after January 1, 1984, but before
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January 1, 1990;

(d) the first 12 months of production for wildcat wells started after January 1, 1990; or

(e) the first six months of production for development wells started after January 1, 1990.

(3) (8)_()) Through December 31, 2004, a working interest owner who pays for all or part
of the expenses of a recompletion or workover is entitled to a tax credit equal to 20% of the
amount paid.

[tB) (i) The tax credit for each recompletion or workover may not exceed $30,000 per
well during each calendar year. The tax credit shall apply to the taxable year in which the
recompletion or workover is completed and shall be claimed quarterly beginning on the third
quarter after recompletion or workover is completed under rules made by the commission.

(b) (i) A person who pays a tax under Section 59-5-102.1 may claim a nonrefundable

credit against the tax imposed by this section in an amount equal to the amount of tax the person
pays under Section 59-5-102.1.

(i) A person may not carry forward or carry back a credit claimed under Subsection
3)(b)(i).
(iii) In accordance with Title 63, Chapter 46a, Utah Administrative Rulemaking Act, the

commission may make rules to provide procedures for administering the credit provided for in this

Subsection (3)(b).

(iv) The commission may prescribe tax forms for administering the credit provided for in

this Subsection (3)(b).

(4) A 50% reduction in the tax rate is imposed upon the incremental production achieved
from an enhanced recovery project.

(5) These taxes are in addition to all other taxes provided by law and are delinquent, unless
otherwise deferred, on June 1 next succeeding the calendar year when the oil or gas is produced,
saved, and sold or transported from the premises.

(6) With respect to the tax imposed by thistehajgpart on each owner of oil or gas or
in the proceeds of the production of those substances produced in the state, each owner is liable
for the tax in proportion to the owner's interest in the production or in the proceeds of the
production.

(7) The tax shall be reported and paid by each producer who takes oil or gas in kind
pursuant to agreement on behalf of the producer and on behalf of each owner entitled to participate
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90 inthe oil or gas sold by the producer or transported by the producer from the field where the oil
91 orgasis produced.

92 (8) Each producer shall deduct the tax from the amounts due to other owners for the
93  production or the proceeds of the production.

94 (9) (@) The Tax Review Commission shall review the tax provided for in this part on or
95 before the October 2002 interim meeting.

96 (b) The Tax Review Commission shall address in its review the following statutory

97  provisions:

98 () the severance tax rate structure provided for in this section;
99 (i) the exemptions provided for in Subsection (2);
100 (i) the credit provided for in Subsection (3)(&)cluding:
101 (A) the cost of the credit;
102 (B) the purpose and effectiveness of the credit; and
103 (C) whether the credit benefits the state;
104 (iv) the tax rate reduction provided for in Subsection (4);
105 (v) other statutory provisions or issues as determined by the Tax Review Commission; and
106 (vi) whether the statutory provisions the Tax Review Commission reviews under this
107  Subsection (9) should be:
108 (A) continued,;
109 (B) modified; or
110 (C) repealed.
111 (c) The Tax Review Commission shall report its findings and recommendations regarding

112 the tax provided for in this part to the Revenue and Taxation Interim Committee on or before the
113 November 2002 interim meeting.

114 Section 2. Sectiob9-5-102.1is enacted to read:

115 59-5-102.1. Local option oil and gas severance tax -- Rate -- Computation --

116  Administration -- Distribution of tax.

117 (1) Beginning on January 1, 2002, a county legislative body may by ordinance impose a

118 local option severance tax as provided in this section:

119 (a) on each person owning one or more of the following in oil or gas produced from a well
120 inthe state:
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(i) an interest;

(i) _a working interest;

(iii) a royalty interest;

(iv) a payment out of production: or

(v) an interest in the proceeds of the production of oil or gas; and

(b) on the basis of the value of the oil or gas:

(i) at the well: and

(i) (A) produced, saved, and sold from the field where the oil or gas was produced; or

(B) transported from the field where the oil or gas was produced.

(2) (a) Except as provided in Subsection (2)(c), the rate of the tax authorized by this

section is a percentage of state severance tax liability determined by the commission by:

(i) calculating an amount equal to the county oil and gas gross production amount divided

by the state oil and gas gross production amount as provided in Subsection (2)(b); and

(ii) converting the amount calculated under Subsection (2)(a)(i) into a percentage.

(b) For purposes of Subsection (2)(a):

(i) the state oil and gas gross production amount is the oil and gas gross production amount

for the state for the current taxable year:; and

(i) the county oil and gas gross production amount is the oil and gas gross production

amount for all of the counties:

(A) imposing the tax authorized by this section; and

(B) for the current taxable year.

(c) (i) Notwithstanding Subsection (2)(a), the total amount of the tax authorized by this

section:

(A) beqinning on January 1, 2002, through December 31, 2002, may not exceed 15% of

the adjusted state severance tax as provided in Subsection (2)(c)(ii) for the taxable year beginning

on or after January 1, 2002, but beginning on or before December 31, 2002;

(B) beqinning on January 1, 2003, through December 31, 2003, may not exceed 30% of

the adjusted state severance tax as provided in Subsection (2)(c)(ii) for the taxable year beginning
on or after January 1, 2003, but beginning on or before December 31, 2003; and

(C) beginning on January 1, 2004, may not exceed 50% of the adjusted state severance tax

as provided in Subsection (2)(c)(ii) for the current taxable year.
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(i) For purposes of Subsection (2)(c)(i) the adjusted state severance tax is equal to the

difference between:

(A) the state severance tax collected under Section 59-5-102 before subtracting the credit

allowed under Subsection (3)(b); and
(B) the sum of:
() the amounts deposited into the Uintah Basin Revitalization Fund in accordance with

Section 59-5-116 and the Navajo Revitalization Fund in accordance with Section 59-5-119; and

(I the adjustments to state severance tax collections described in Subsection (2)(c)(iii).

(iii) The following adjustments to state severance tax collections made by the commission
apply to Subsection (2)(c)(ii)(B)(II):
(A) _an adjustment as a result of a taxpayer filing an amended return;

(B) an adjustment as a result of an appeal;

(C) an adjustment as a result of a refund;

(D) an adjustment as a result of an audit; or

(E) an adjustment similar to an adjustment described in Subsections (2)(c)(iii)(A) through

(D).

(3) (a)_If a county leqislative body enacts or repeals a tax under this section, the enactment

or repeal shall take effect:

(i) on the first day of a calendar year; and

(ii) after a 90-day period beginning on the date the commission receives notice meeting
the requirements of Subsection (3)(b).

(b) The notice described in Subsection (3)(a) shall state:

(i) that the county leqislative body will enact or repeal a tax authorized by this section;

(i) the statutory authority for the tax; and

(iii) the effective date of the tax.

(4) The commission shall:

(a) provide notice to a county legislative body imposing a tax under this section:

(i) stating the rate of the tax under this section; and

(ii) no later than 90 days after the last day of the calendar year during which the county

legislative body provided notice in accordance with Subsection (3);

(b) except as provided in Subsection (4)(d), distribute the revenues generated by the tax
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authorized by this section to the counties imposing the tax as provided in Subsection (5);

(c) administer, collect, and enforce the tax authorized by this section in the same manner

as the commission administers, collects, and enforces the state severance tax under this part; and

(d) notwithstanding Subsection (4)(b), deduct from the distribution required by this section

an administrative charge for collecting the tax not to exceed 1-1/2 % of the total amount of the tax

imposed in accordance with this section.

(5) (&) On or before August 31 of each year, the commission shall distribute to a county

imposing a tax authorized by this section a percentage of the revenues generated by the tax

determined by the commission by:

(i) calculating an amount equal to the individual county oil and gas gross production

amount divided by the total county oil and gas gross production amount as provided in Subsection

(5)(b); and

(ii) converting the amount calculated under Subsection (5)(a)(i) into a percentage.

(b) For purposes of Subsection (5)(a):

(i) the total county oil and gas gross production amount is the oil and gas gross production

amount for all of the counties:

(A) imposing the tax authorized by this section; and

(B) for the current taxable year; and

(i) the individual county oil and gas gross production amount is the oil and gas gross

production amount for the county:

(A) receiving a distribution in accordance with Subsection (5)(a); and

(B) for the current taxable year.

(6) Revenues generated by the tax authorized by this section shall be used as determined

by the county legislative body.

(7) In accordance with Title 63, Chapter 46a, Utah Administrative Rulemaking Act, the

commission may make rules defining the terms:

(a) "oil and gas gross production amount"; and

(b) "taxable year."
Section 3. Sectiob9-5-103is amended to read:
59-5-103. Valuation of oil or gas -- Alternatives -- Exceptions -- Controversies on

value to be determined by commission.
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(1) For purposes of computing the ste¢@erance tax under Section 59-5-11b# value

of oil or gas at the well is the value established under an arm's-length contract for the purchase of
production at the well, or in the absence of such a contract, by the value established in accordance
with the first applicable of the following methods:

(a) the value at the well established under a non-arm's-length contract for the purchase of
production at the well, provided that the value is equivalent to the value received under comparable
arm's-length contracts for purchases or sales of like-quality oil or gas in the same field;

(b) the value at the well determined by consideration of information relevant in valuing
like-quality oil or gas at the well in the same field or nearby fields or areas such as:

(i) posted prices][;,

(ii) prices received in arm's-length spot sales]t

(iii) other reliable public sources of price or market information;

(c) the value established using the net-back method as defined in Section 59-5-101.

(2) Oil or gas used in drilling operations in the same oil or gas field and in producing
operations in this field or for repressuring or recycling purposes may not be included with the other
products in arriving at the gross value for tax purposes.

(3)(a) Any contract between a parent and a subsidiary company, or between companies
wholly or partially owned by a common parent, or between companies otherwise affiliated that
specifies the value of oil or gas is not arm's-length unless the value of oil or gas specified is
comparable to its fair market value as defined under Section 59-2-102.

(b) If there is a controversy regarding the value of oil or,ghe commission shall

determine the value of the oil or gas.

Section 4. Sectiob9-5-105is amended to read:

59-5-105. Failure to file statement -- Ascertaining correct tax due.

(1) If any person required to file the statement or report with the commission refuses or
neglects to make or deliver to the commission the statement under Section 59-5-104, the
commission shall determine the amount-ef|[g@verance tax under this pémm the best
information or knowledge-ithe commissiorcan obtain.

(2) The commission, for the purpose of ascertaining the correctness of any return or for
the purpose of ascertaining the amount of severance tax under thighpara return has not been
filed, may:
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2] (a) examine or cause to be examined by any agent or representative designatpd by [it
the commissiofor that purpose any books, papers, records, or memoranda bearing upon the

matter required to be included in the return;

2] (b) require the attendance of any officer or employee of any corporation or person
required by thisfehapfapartto make a return or the attendance of any other person having
knowledge of any pertinent fact; and

(3] (c) take testimony and require any other necessary information.

Section 5. Sectiob9-5-106is amended to read:

59-5-106. Interest and penalty -- Overpayments.

(1)(a) In case of any failure to make or file a return required by thisfechptat, the
penalty provided in Section 59-1-401 and interest at the rate and in the manner prescribed in
Section 59-1-402 shall be charged and added to the tax.

(b) The amount{spadded to any tax under Subsection (1){@hether as a penalty,
interest, or both, shall be collected at the same time and in the same manner and as a part of the

tax.

(2) An overpayment of a tax imposed by thisfekeppart shall accrue interest at the rate
and in the manner prescribed in Section 59-1-402.

Section 6. Sectiob9-5-107is amended to read:

59-5-107. Date tax due -- Extensions -- Installment payments -- Penalty on
delinquencies -- Audit.

(1) Fhe A tax imposed by thistekaptpartis due and payable on or before June 1 of
the year next succeeding the calendar year when the oil or gas is produced, saved, and sold or
transported from the field where produced.

(2)_(a) The commission may, for good cause shown upon a written application by the
taxpayer, extend the time of payment of the whole or any part of the tax for a period not to exceed
six months.

(b) If the commission grantan extensionfts-grant¢th accordance with Subsection

(2)(a) interest at the rate and in the manner prescribed in Section 59-1-402 shall be charged and
added to the amount of the deferred payment of the tax.

(3)_(a) Every taxpayer subject to thistehafjtpart whose total tax obligation under this
_Jpartfor the preceding calendar year was $3,000 or more shall pay the taxes assessed under this
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fehapterpartin quarterly installments.
(b) Each installment required by Subsection (3xlaall be based on the estimated gross

value received by the taxpayer during the quarter preceding the date on which the installment is
due.

(4) The quarterly installments are due as follows:

(a) for January 1 through March 31, on or before June 1;

(b) for April 1 through June 30, on or before September 1,

(c) for July 1 through September 30, on or before December 1; and

(d) for October 1 through December 31, on or before March 1 of the next year.

(5) (a) If the tax is not paid when due or is underpaid, the taxpayer is subject to the penalty
provided under Section 59-1-401, unless otherwise provided in Subsection (6).

(b) An underpayment exists if less than 80% of the tax due for a quarter is paid.

(6) The penalty for failure to pay the tax due or underpayment of tax may not be assessed
if the taxpayer's quarterly tax installment payment equals 25% of the tax reported and paid by the
taxpayer for the preceding taxable year.

(7) Frhere-shaltbenointerestadfi@ie commission may not add interéstany

estimated tax payments subject to a penalty under this section.

(8) The commission may conduct audits to determine whether any tax is owed under this
section.

Section 7. Sectios9-5-108is amended to read:

59-5-108. Tax as lien on property or oil and gas production interests.

(1) Fh8 A severance tax imposed by thistehappart, together with penalties and
interest, is and shall remain a lien upon the owner's interest in the oil or gas well or rights in the
well from which the oil or gas is extracted, until the tax is paid.

(2) Inthe case of an owner who has no interest in the oil or gas well, but only in the
proceeds of production from it, the lien is upon the oil or gas production rights or royalty interests
in the well.

Section 8. Sectiob9-5-109is amended to read:

59-5-109. Adjudicative proceedings for correction of amount of tax.

If [ary] a person ffeetsaggrieved-becausedfputesthe amount of-fthea severance tax

imposed under this part dstermined by the commission, the person may file a request for agency

-10 -



307
308
309
310
311
312
313
314
315
316
317
318
319
320
321
322
323
324
325
326
327
328
329
330
331
332
333
334
335
336
337

02-07-01 5:17 PM S.B. 73

action with the commission within 30 days after notice is mailed to the person, requesting an
adjudicative proceeding and the correction of the assessed tax.

Section 9. Sectiob9-5-110is amended to read:

59-5-110. Decisions of commission.

[Every (1) A decision of the commission shall be in writingfdnd

(2) The commission shall maibtice of [thg a commissiordecision {shat-be-maitddo
the taxpayer within ten days after the day on which the commission issues the dé¢aision
tecistonsbecorhe

(3) A commission decision under this section becofimas upon the expiration of 30 days

after notice has been mailed to the taxpayer, unless proceedings are taken within such time for a
review in accordance with Title 63, Chapter 46b;]théministrative Procedures Act, in which
caseitthe decisiorbecomes final as specified in the Administrative Procedures Act.

Section 10. SectidsO-5-112is amended to read:

59-5-112. Failure to pay tax -- Warrant.

(1) If [the] atax or any part offif a taximposed by thisfehaptepartis not paid when
due, the commission may issue a warrant, in duplicate uadehgisommission'sfficial seal,
directed to the sheriff offaththe county of the statef,eemmandipiq which the taxpayer's real
or personal property is located.

(2) The warrant described in Subsection (1) shall dittecsheriff to:

(a) levy upon and sell the real and personal property of the taxpayer found within the

county for the payment of the sum of:

(i) the amount of taxluef-with-the-addedand

(i) any of the following amounts added to the tax:
(A) penalties];.

(B) interestiantl or

(C) the cost of executing the warrantf,and;to

(b) return the warrant to the commissiand

(c) pay to i the commissiorthe money collected from selling the taxpayer's real or

personal propertyithin a specified timefbtutnotmore-thjpiat does not excee®D days ffrer
afterthe date of the warrant.

Section 11. Sectids®-5-114is amended to read:

-11-
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59-5-114. Limitation of actions.

(1) (2) Except as provided in Subsections (1)(c) through (f), the commission shall assess
the amount of taxes imposed under this part, and any penalties and interest, within six years after
a taxpayer files a return.

(b) Except as provided in Subsections (1)(c) through (f), if the commission does not make
an assessment under Subsection (1)(a) within six years, the commission may not commence a
proceeding for the collection of the taxes after the expiration of the six-year period.

(c) Notwithstanding Subsections (1)(a) and (b), the commission may make an assessment
or commence a proceeding to collect a tax at any time if a deficiency is due to:

(i) fraud; or

(ii) failure to file a return.

(d) Notwithstanding Subsections (1)(a) and (b), beginning on July 1, 1998, the commission
may extend the period to make an assessment or to commence a proceeding to collect the tax under
this part if:

(i) the six-year period under this Subsection (1) has not expired; and

(i) the commission and the taxpayer sign a written agreement:

(A) authorizing the extension; and

(B) providing for the length of the extension.

(e) If the commission delays an audit at the request of a taxpayer, the commission may
make an assessment as provided in Subsection (1)(f) if:

() the taxpayer subsequently refuses to agree to an extension request by the commission;
and

(i) the six-year period under this Subsection (1) expires before the commission completes
the audit.

() An assessment under Subsection (1)(e) shall be:

(i) for the time period for which the commission could not make an assessment because
of the expiration of the six-year period; and

(i) in an amount equal to the difference between:

(A) the commission's estimate of the amount of taxes the taxpayer would have been
assessed for the time period described in Subsection (1)(f)(i); and

(B) the amount of taxes the taxpayer actually paid for the time period described in

-12 -
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Subsection (1)(f)(i).
(2)(a) Except as provided in Subsection (2)(b), the commission may not make a credit or
refund for an overpayment of a tax imposed by this paless the taxpayer files a claim with the

commission within six years of the date of overpayment.

(b) Notwithstanding Subsection (2)(a), beginning on July 1, 1998, the commission shall
extend the period for a taxpayer to file a claim under Subsection (2)(a) if:

(i) the six-year period under Subsection (2)(a) has not expired; and

(i) the commission and the taxpayer sign a written agreement:

(A) authorizing the extension; and

(B) providing for the length of the extension.

Section 12. SectidsB-5-116is amended to read:

59-5-116. Disposition of certain taxes collected on Ute Indian land.

(1) Except as provided in Subsection (2);fcommeneirgduty-1-[lO@8e shall be
deposited into the Uintah Basin Revitalization Fund established in Section 9-10-102:

(a) _for taxes imposed under this part beginning on or after July 1, B3%6 of thetaxes
fimposed-andcollected funder-Section-59-5-102from-altwells-existing-onorbeforeJune 30,

1995, produetrg-frohon oil [and], gas,or other hydrocarbon substances produced from a well:
(i) for which production began on or before June 30, 1995; and

(ii) attributable to interests:

D] (A) held in trust by the United States for the Tribe and its members] [@nd

[i)] (B) [untit] for taxes imposed under this part beginning on or after July 1, 1996, and
ending orbecember 31, 2004, on lands identified in Pub. L. No. 440, 62 Stat. 72 (1948); and

(b) for taxes imposed under this part beginning on or after July 1, 8996 0f thetaxes
fimposed-andcollected o i i or after

Juty-1-1995,produeing-frejnon oil [and], gas,or other hydrocarbon substances produced from
a well:

(i) _for which production began on or after July 1, 1995; and

(i) attributable to interests:

fH] (A) held in trust by the United States for the Tribe and its members] @nd

[ (B) [untit] for taxes imposed under this part beginning on or after July 1, 1996, and
ending orbecember 31, 2004, on lands identified in Pub. L. No. 440, 62 Stat. 72 (1948).

-13 -
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(2) (&) The maximum amount deposited in the Uintah BRewitalization Fund may not
exceed $2,000,000 infa-giveany statefiscal year.
(b) Any amounts in excess of the maximum described in Subsection $Aglape

deposited into the General Fund.

Section 13. Sectid®B-5-119is amended to read:

59-5-119. Disposition of certain taxes collected on Navajo Nation Land located in
Utah.

(1) Except as provided in Subsection (2} tfeommencingJuty-1-[LlO@re shall be

deposited into the Navajo Revitalization Fund established in Section 9-11-104 for taxes imposed

under this part beginning on or after July 1, 1997

(a) 33% of theaxes fimposedafjatollected funderSection59-5-102from-altwells
existing-on-orbefore June-36,1996,producing-fromoil [and], gas,or other hydrocarbon

substances produced from a well:

(i) _for which production began on or before June 30, 1996; and

(i) attributable to interests in Utah held in trust by the United States for the Navajo Nation
and its members; and

(b) 80% of theaxes fimposed-afjaollected EuﬁdeﬁSeeﬁﬁﬁ—Sg—S—le%freﬁﬁ-ﬁewwells
g-fromoil [and], gas,or other

hydrocarbon substances produced from a well:

(i) _for which production began on or after July 1, 1996: and

(i) attributable to interests in Utah held in trust by the United States for the Navajo Nation
and its members.

(2) (a) The maximum amount deposited in the Navajo Revitalization Fund may not exceed
$2,000,000 infefj@ny statefiscal year.

(b) Any amounts in excess of the maximum described in Subsection$Bglajpe

deposited into the General Fund.
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Legislative Review Note
as of 2-6-01 6:28 PM

A limited legal review of this legislation raises no obvious constitutional or statutory concerns.

Office of Legislative Research and General Counsel
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