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PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT IN PUBLIC

EDUCATION

2002 GENERAL SESSION
STATE OF UTAH
Sponsor: CarleneM. Walker
Thisact modifies provisionsrelating to the State System of Public Education by specifying
characteristics of parental involvement programs.
This act affects sections of Utah Code Annotated 1953 as follows:
AMENDS:

53A-1a-105, as last amended by Chapter 59, Laws of Utah 2000
Be it enacted by the Legidlature of the state of Utah:

Section 1. Section 53A-1a-105 is amended to read:

53A-1a-105. Parental participation in educational process-- Employer support.

(1) The Legislature recognizes the importance of parental participation in the educational
process in order for students to achieve and maintain high levels of performance.

(2) Itis, therefore, the policy of the state to:

(a) encourage parents to provide a home environment that values education and send their
children to school prepared to learn;

(b) rely upon school districts and schools to provide opportunities for parents of students
to be involved in establishing and implementing educational goals for their respective schools and
students; and

(c) expect employers to recognize the need for parents and members of the community to
participate in the public education system in order to help students achieve and maintain
excellence.

(3) [tay] Each local school board shall adopt a written policy on parental involvement in
the schools of the district. The policy shall require each school to implement practices regarding

parental involvement that are consistent with school board policy. These practices should:
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() promote regular, two-way meaningful communication between home and school;

(b) promote and support responsible parenting;

(c) recognize theintegral role of parents and families in assisting student |earning;

(d) promote a safe and open atmosphere for parents and families to visit the schools their
children attend:;
(e) promote parental support and assistance for school programs;

(f)_include parents as full partners in decisions affecting their children; and

(q)_rely on community resources to strengthen and promote school programs, families, and

student learning.
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A limited legal review of thislegidation raises no obvious constitutional or statutory concerns.
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