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LEGISLATIVE GENERAL COUNSEL H.B. 201
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TRAFFIC SIGNAL PREEMPTION DEVICE
2004 GENERAL SESSION
STATE OF UTAH

Sponsor: John Dougall

LONGTITLE
General Description:
This bill modifies the Motor Vehicles Code to amend traffic provisions related to
interfering with traffic-control devices.
Highlighted Provisions:
Thisbill:
» defines"traffic signal preemption device';
» prohibits a person from:
» atering, damaging, or removing an officia traffic-monitoring device;
e knowingly using atraffic signa preemption device to interfere with the
authorized operation or cycle of atraffic-control signal; or

e operating amotor vehicle on a highway with atraffic signal preemption device

in the vehicle;

» provides an exception for persons authorized by a highway authority or arailroad

authority; and
» provides an affirmative defense if the traffic signal preemption deviceis
inoperative.
Monies Appropriated in thisBill:
None
Other Special Clauses:
None
Utah Code Sections Affected:
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H.B. 201 01-09-04 8:39 AM

AMENDS:
41-6-28, aslast amended by Chapter 138, Laws of Utah 1987

Be it enacted by the Legidature of the state of Utah:

Section 1. Section 41-6-28 is amended to read:

41-6-28. Interferencewith traffic-control devices prohibited -- Traffic signal
preemption device prohibited -- Exceptions -- Defense.

[A] (1) Asusedin this section:

(a) "Highway authority" has the same meaning as provided in Section 72-1-102.

(b) "Traffic signal preemption device' means an instrument or mechanism designed,

intended, or used to interfere with the operation or cycle of atraffic-control signal.
(2) Except as provided in Subsection (4), a person may not [witheuttawfut-adthority

attempttoori-fact] dter, deface, [ftre] damage, knock down, or remove any:
(a) officia traffic-control device [er-any];

(b)_official traffic-monitoring device; or
(c) officia railroad [st

otherpart-oftt] traffic-control device.
(3) Except as provided in Subsection (4), a person may not:

(a)_knowingly use atraffic signa preemption device to interfere with the authorized

operation or the authorized cycle of atraffic-control signal; or

(b) operate amotor vehicle on a highway while in possession of atraffic signal

preemption device.

(4) The provisions of Subsections (2) and (3) do not apply to a person authorized by

the highway authority or railroad authority with jurisdiction over the device.

(5) Itisan affirmative defense to a charge under Subsection (3)(b) that the traffic signal
preemption device was inoperative and could not be readily used at the time of the citation or
arrest.
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L egidative Review Note
asof 1-6-04 3:59 PM

A limited legal review of thislegidlation raises no obvious constitutional or statutory concerns.
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