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LEGISLATIVE GENERAL COUNSEL SB.8
€. Approved for Filing: J.L. Fellows &
¢, 12-10-0311:36 AM &

LOCAL REFERENDUM AMENDMENTS

2004 GENERAL SESSION
STATE OF UTAH

Sponsor: Beverly Ann Evans

LONGTITLE
General Description:

This bill corrects a statute involving local referenda that conflicts with the Utah
Constitution.

Highlighted Provisions:

Thisbill:

» corrects a statutory conflict with the Utah Constitution by prohibiting alocal law
challenged by areferendum H [thathasetatifiedfor-thebattet] h from H [taking] HAVING FORCE
orh effect until
it is approved by voters,; and

» clarifieswhen that law will take effect if it is approved by the voters.

Monies Appropriated in thisBill:

None
Other Special Clauses:

H [Nene] THIS BILL TAKES EFFECT IMMEDIATELY. h
Utah Code Sections Affected:

AMENDS:
20A-7-601, as last amended by Chapter 292, Laws of Utah 2003

Be it enacted by the Legidature of the state of Utah:

Section 1. Section 20A-7-601 is amended to read:

20A-7-601. Referenda-- General signaturerequirements-- Signature
requirementsfor land use laws -- Timerequirements.
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(1) Except as provided in Subsection (2), a person seeking to have alaw passed by the
local legidlative body submitted to a vote of the people shall obtain legal signatures equal to:

() 10% of all the votes cast in the county, city, or town for all candidates for governor
at the last election at which agovernor was elected if the total number of votes exceeds 25,000;

(b) 12-1/2% of all the votes cast in the county, city, or town for all candidates for
governor at the last election at which a governor was elected if the total number of votes does
not exceed 25,000 but is more than 10,000;

(c) 15% of all the votes cast in the county, city, or town for all candidates for governor
at the last election at which a governor was elected if the total number of votes does not exceed
10,000 but is more than 2,500;

(d) 20% of al the votes cast in the county, city, or town for al candidates for governor
at the last election at which agovernor was elected if the total number of votes does not exceed
2,500 but is more than 500;

(e) 25% of all the votes cast in the county, city, or town for all candidates for governor
at the last election at which a governor was elected if the total number of votes does not exceed
500 but is more than 250; and

(f) 30% of al the votes cast in the county, city, or town for all candidates for governor
at the last election at which a governor was elected if the total number of votes does not exceed
250.

(2) (&) Asused inthis Subsection (2), "land use law" includes aland use devel opment
code, an annexation ordinance, and comprehensive zoning ordinances.

(b) A person seeking to have aland use law passed by the local legislative body
submitted to a vote of the people shall obtain legal signatures equal to:

(i) inacounty or in acity of thefirst or second class, 20% of all votes cast in the
county or city for al candidates for governor at the last election at which a governor was
elected; and

(i1) inacity of thethird, fourth, or fifth class or atown, 35% of all the votes cast in the
city or town for al candidates for governor at the last election at which a governor was el ected.

(3) [f®] Sponsors of any referendum petition challenging, under Subsection (1) or (2),
any local law passed by alocal legidative body shall file the petition within 35 days after the
passage of the local law.
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(4) (a) Thelocal law H [deesnottake] HAS NO FORCE OR h effect unless and until the
voters approve the
challenged local law:

(i) at aregular municipal election or amunicipal special election, if the challenged law

was enacted by a municipality; or

(ii) at aregular general election or a county special election, if the challenged law was

enacted by a county.

(b) If the [referendurmpasses] voters approve the challenged local law, the local law
that was challenged by the referendum [tstepeated-asof| takes effect on the date of the
election.

H Section 2. Effective date.

IF APPROVED BY TWO-THIRDS OF ALL THE MEMBERS ELECTED TO EACH HOUSE, THIS
BILL TAKES EFFECT UPON APPROVAL BY THE GOVERNOR, OR THE DAY FOLLOWING THE
CONSTITUTIONAL TIME LIMIT OF UTAH CONSTITUTION ARTICLE VI, SECTION 8, WITHOUT THE

GOVERNOR'S SIGNATURE, OR IN THE CASE OF A VETO, THE DATE OF VETO OVERRIDE. h

L egidative Review Note
asof 11-19-03 9:19 AM

A limited legal review of thislegidlation raises no obvious constitutional or statutory concerns.
Office of L egidative Research and General Counsel

Interim Committee Note
asof 12-10-03 11:06 AM

The Government Operations Interim Committee recommended this bill.
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