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SCHOOL COMMUNITY COUNCILS
2005 GENERAL SESSION
STATE OF UTAH

Sponsor: John Dougall

LONGTITLE

General Description:

This bill modifies the composition, duties, and election of school community councils.

Highlighted Provisions:
Thisbill:

>

>

>

>

>

>

expands eligibility for school community council membership;
modifies membership of school community councils;

requires school community councils to complete additional duties;
revises school community council election procedures;

removes limits on the number of terms a member may serve; and
makes technical corrections.

Monies Appropriated in thisBill:

None
Other Special Clauses:
None
Utah Code Sections Affected:

AMENDS:

53A-1a-108, as last amended by Chapter 324, Laws of Utah 2002

Be it enacted by the Legidlature of the state of Utah:
Section 1. Section 53A-1a-108 is amended to read:
53A-1a-108. School community councils authorized -- Duties -- Composition --
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Selection of members.
(1) Asused in this section:
(a) "School community member" means a person who is 18 years of age or older and:

(i) _resides within the boundaries of the schoal;

(ii) isaparent or guardian of a student enrolled at the school; or

(iii) is employed at a place of employment within acity that is at |east partially

encompassed by the school boundaries.

(b) "School employee" means a person employed by the school or school district,

including the school principal.

[€h)] (2) Each public school, in consultation with its local school board, shall establish
a school community council at the school building level.

[2)] (3) (&) Each school community council shall:

(i) develop aschool improvement plan in accordance with Section 53A-1a-108.5;

(ii) develop the School LAND Trust Program in accordance with Section
53A-16-101.5;

torn-of| develop a staff professional
development plan as provided by Section 53A-3-701;
(iv) develop aplan for student performance and evaluation;

(v) develop aplan for curriculum review and evaluation;
[€iv}] (vi) develop a child access routing plan in accordance with Section 53A-3-402;

and
[€w}] (vii) advise and make recommendations to school and school district
administrators and the local school board regarding the school and its programs, school district

programs, and other issues relating to the community environment for students.

(b) Inaddition to the duties specified in Subsection [2)] (3)(a), a school community
council for an elementary school shall develop a reading achievement plan in accordance with
Section 53A-1-606.5.
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(i) _consist of at least five members;

(ii) consist of at least two school employees, including the school principal, who serves

as an ex officio member with full voting privileges; and

(iii) ensure, through procedures devel oped by the school community council, that the

number of school employees does not constitute a majority of council membership.

[fe)H] (b) A school community council may have alarger membership provided that

LULS. O Pal antg-goaGiran1hmemo EXCEEn UINN|®. O OOy e ]_

(i) the school community council determines the number of members; and

(ii) the number of school employees does not constitute a majority.

(5) (@) Each school community council member, except the principal, including a

member who is a school employee other than the school principal, shall;

(i) be elected by a majority [vete-of the-emptoyees-and-serves| of those voting at an

election held under the direction of the school community council; and
(ii) serve atwo-year term beginning July 1. [Fheprinetpat-shat-serve-asan-exofficio
I TPRTI A ]
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(b) (i) A school community member who resides within school boundaries or has a

child enrolled at the school may vote at the election under this Subsection (5).
(ii) A school community member running for school community council membership

shall file adeclaration of candidacy according to procedures specified by the school community

council.
(iii) Written public notice of the declaration of candidacy reguirement shall be

provided prior to receiving any declaration of candidacy and at least two weeks prior to the

final declaration filing date.

(c) Written public notice of the elections held under Subsections [(4)] (5)(a) and [(4}]
(5)(b) shall be given at least two weeks prior to the elections.

(d) Results of the elections held under Subsections [(4)] (5)(a) and [(4}] (5)(b) shall be
made available to the public [tpen-reguest].

(e) (i) If a[parentoerguardtan] position on a school community council remains

unfilled after an election is held, the [etherparent-ant-gaaredian] existing members of the
incoming council shall appoint a [parent-orguardian] school community member who meets

the qualifications of this section to fill the position.

the-posttion:]
[{H1)] (ii) The chair of the community council shall notify the local school board of
each school community council election or appointment made pursuant to [Subseetions

teythoer(i] this section.

[€iw)] (iii) A member elected or appointed to a school community council pursuant to

[Subseettonr-(4)(e){tori)] this section shall serve atwo-year term beginning July 1.
(f) Initial terms shall be staggered so that no more than 50% of the council members

stand for election in any one year.
[{g ' -
[th€H)] (9) Each school community council shall elect achair and vice chair from [its
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121 | the council members who are not
122

123

124 .

125 [€5}] (6) (&) A school community council may create subcommittees or task forces to:
126 (i) advise or make recommendations to the council; or

127 (i1) develop all or part of aplan listed in Subsection [2)] (3).

128 (b) Any plan or part of a plan developed by a subcommittee or task force shall be

129  subject to the approval of the school community council.

130 (c) A school community council may appoint individuals who are not council members
131  to serve on asubcommittee or task force, including parents, school employees, or other

132  community members.

L egislative Review Note
asof 12-22-04 3:12PM

Based on alimited legal review, thislegisation has not been determined to have a high
probability of being held unconstitutional.

Office of L egidative Research and General Counsel
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Bill Number HB0151 12:28 PM

State Impact

No fiscal impact.

Individual and Business Impact

No fiscal impact.

Office of the Legislative Fiscal Analyst



