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UNIVERSITY OF UTAH CHAMPIONSHIP
FOOTBALL TEAM CONCURRENT RESOLUTION
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This concurrent resolution of the Legislature and the Governor recognizes the players

and coaching staff of the 2008 University of Utah football team for their perfect

winning season.

Highlighted Provisions:

This resolution:

» recognizes the superior performance of the 2008 University of Utah football team

and coaching staff; and



36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61
62
63

H.C.R. 4 Enrolled Copy

» extends best wishes to the team and coaching staff in all of their future endeavors.
Special Clauses:

None

Be it resolved by the Legislature of the state of Utah, the Governor concurring therein:

WHEREAS, the 13-0, Sugar Bowl champion University of Utah football team finished
the 2008 season ranked No. 2 in the Associated Press Poll and No. 4 in the USA
Today/Coaches Poll, both rankings being the best in school history;

WHEREAS, Utah received 16 first-place votes and 1,519 total points in the AP poll to
finish behind Florida with 48 first-place votes and 1,606 total points;

WHEREAS, it was the highest finish ever for a Utah football team, surpassing the 12-0
Fiesta Bowl champion team of 2004, which earned a No. 4 AP ranking;

WHEREAS, the 2008 Utes finished No. 4 in the USA Today Poll, which is voted on by
the coaches, who were required to vote the winner of the BCS Championship game No. 1;

WHEREAS, Utah held out hope for a share of the national title after dismantling an
Alabama team that was ranked No. 1 for five weeks in the regular season;

WHEREAS, Utah, led by quarterback Brian Johnson and an overpowering defensive
unit, blasted the Crimson Tide 31-17 in the Sugar Bowl on January 2, 2009 before a heavily
partisan Alabama crowd in the Louisiana Superdome;

WHEREAS, Alabama's only loss prior to meeting Utah was to Florida in the SEC
Championship game;

WHEREAS, the Utes jumped to a 21-0 first-quarter lead and finished the game with
both the most points scored against, and the fewest points allowed to, Alabama in the 2008
season;

WHEREAS, Utah finished the season as the only undefeated team in the nation at
13-0;

WHEREAS, Utah was 3-0 for the season against teams from automatic qualifying BCS

schools, namely Michigan, Oregon State, and Alabama;
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WHEREAS, Utah was 4-0 against Top-25 teams, namely Alabama, TCU, Oregon
State, and Brigham Young;

WHEREAS, in their fifth game against a Football Bowl Subdivision opponent, the
Utes beat Oregon State, the only team to beat USC, which finished No. 2 in the USA Today
Poll;

WHEREAS, Utah was 6-0 against teams that competed in bowl games;

WHEREAS, Utah's eight straight bowl wins is the longest current bowl winning streak
in the nation;

WHEREAS, included in the bowl winning streak are wins over USC, Pittsburgh,
Georgia Tech, and Alabama;

WHEREAS, in 10 games against Pac 10 and SEC foes in 2008, Mountain West
Conference teams were 8-2;

WHEREAS, eight Utah players were first team all-league selections in 2008, and three
were second team selections;

WHEREAS, Utah is 12-3 in its last 15 games against automatic BCS qualifiers;

WHEREAS, 13 wins in one year is a new school record;

WHEREAS, Utah's 14 straight wins is the longest current win streak in the nation;

WHEREAS, Utah All-America punter/kicker Louie Sakoda became Utah's first
consensus All-American first team selection in school history;

WHEREAS, Utah's Coach Kyle Whittingham, who led the Utes to the best season in
its 115-year history, is the first football coach in Utah history to win the American Football
Coaches Association and the Paul "Bear" Bryant National Coach of the Year Awards;

WHEREAS, Coach Whittingham has said, "Our players should be very proud of what
they have accomplished and are well deserving of all the accolades that have come their way";

WHEREAS, Coach Whittingham added, "We felt that being the only undefeated team
in the country should have allowed us the opportunity to play for a national championship.
We believe that if given the chance, we can play with any team in the nation . . . While there

is certainly some disappointment about not finishing No. 1, we prefer to look on the positive
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92  side"; and
93 WHEREAS, on January 16, thousands of fans turned out to honor the Utes at a parade
94 in their honor down Salt Lake City's State Street:
95 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Legislature of the state of Utah, the
96  Governor concurring therein, recognize the superior performance of the 2008 University of
97  Utah football team and coaching staff, and for its pursuit and attainment of true excellence in
98  football.
99 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Legislature and the Governor extend their best
100  wishes to the team and coaching staff in all of their future endeavors.
101 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be presented to the
102 players and coaches of the 2008 University of Utah football team.



