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ASSESSMENT AND REPORTING OF STUDENT

PERFORMANCE
2013 GENERAL SESSION
STATE OF UTAH

Chief Sponsor: Ralph Okerlund

House Sponsor:

LONG TITLE
General Description:
This bill modifies provisions relating to the assessment of student performance and the
reporting of student performance data.
Highlighted Provisions:
This bill:
» amends provisions relating to a computer adaptive assessment system, including:
¢ modifying the date when a school district or charter school is required to
administer computer adaptive testing;
e requiring computer adaptive assessments to be aligned with Utah's core
standards; and
e deleting the requirement that the State Board of Education make rules pertaining
to the award of money to school districts and charter schools for the purchase of
computer adaptive tests;
» modifies provisions relating to the reporting of U-PASS test results, including:
e requiring the State Board of Education to provide a public electronic data
system that includes U-PASS test results;
e requiring a school district or school to provide a password protected electronic
data system to provide U-PASS test results to professional and other appropriate

staff and a student's parent or guardian; and
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e imposing requirements regarding the data that may be accessed by the public,

professional, and other appropriate staff, and a student's parent or guardian;

» modifies the content of a school performance report, which includes information
about the academic achievement and demographic characteristics of a school's
students;

» modifies procedures for publicly disclosing a school performance report; and

» requires the State Board of Education, in meeting reporting requirements of a school
performance report, to protect each student's privacy by not revealing personally
identifiable information about a student.
Money Appropriated in this Bill:

None
Other Special Clauses:

None
Utah Code Sections Affected:
AMENDS:

53A-1-602, as last amended by Laws of Utah 2012, Chapter 394

53A-1-603, as last amended by Laws of Utah 2012, Chapters 394 and 407

53A-3-602.5, as last amended by Laws of Utah 2011, Chapter 321
S=» ENACTS:

53A-1-607.5, Utah Code Annotated 1953 ¢S
REPEALS AND REENACTS:

53A-1-607, as last amended by Laws of Utah 2009, Chapter 299

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the state of Utah:
Section 1. Section 53A-1-602 is amended to read:
53A-1-602. Definitions.
As used in this part:
(1) "Basic skills course" means a subject which requires mastery of specific functions,

as defined under rules made by the State Board of Education, to include reading, language arts,

mathematics, science in grades 4 through 12, and effectiveness of written expression.

-2 - Senate Committee Amendments 3-8-2013 1praos
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to-beprepared-forcoltege-or-workforee-tramimg:]

[3] (2) "Utah Performance Assessment System for Students" or "U-PASS" means:

(a) as determined by the State Board of Education, criterion-referenced achievement
testing or online computer adaptive testing of students in grades 3 through 12 in basic skills
courses;

(b) an online writing assessment in grades 5 and 8;

(c) atenth grade basic skills competency test as detailed in Section 53A-1-611;

(d) the use of student behavior indicators in assessing student performance; and

(e) testing of students in grade 3 to measure reading grade level.

Section 2. Section S3A-1-603 is amended to read:

53A-1-603. Duties of State Board of Education.

(1) The State Board of Education shall:

(a) require each school district and charter school to implement the Utah Performance
Assessment System for Students, hereafter referred to as U-PASS;

(b) require the state superintendent of public instruction to submit and recommend
criterion-referenced achievement tests or online computer adaptive tests, a tenth grade basic
skills competency test, an online writing assessment for grades 5 and 8, and a test for students
in grade 3 to measure reading grade level to the board for approval and adoption and
distribution to each school district and charter school by the state superintendent;

(c) develop an assessment method to uniformly measure statewide performance, school
district performance, and school performance of students in grades 3 through 12 in mastering
basic skills courses; and

(d) provide for the state to participate in the National Assessment of Educational
Progress state-by-state comparison testing program.

(2) Except as provided in Subsection (3) and Subsection 53A-1-611(5), under
U-PASS, the State Board of Education shall annually require each school district and charter
school, as applicable, to administer:

(a) as determined by the State Board of Education, statewide criterion-referenced tests
or online computer adaptive tests in grades 3 through 12 and courses in basic skill areas of the
core curriculum;

(b) an online writing assessment to all students in grades 5 and 8;
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(c) atenth grade basic skills competency test as detailed in Section 53A-1-611; and

(d) atest to all students in grade 3 to measure reading grade level.

(3) [Begmmnmg-with] No later than the 2014-15 school year, the State Board of
Education shall annually require each school district and charter school, as applicable, to
administer a computer adaptive assessment system that is:

(a) adopted by the State Board of Education; and

(b) aligned to Utah's [eommon] core standards.

(4) The board shall adopt rules for the conduct and administration of U-PASS to
include the following:

(a) the computation of student performance based on information that is disaggregated
with respect to race, ethnicity, gender, limited English proficiency, and those students who
qualify for free or reduced price school lunch;

(b) security features to maintain the integrity of the system, which could include
statewide uniform testing dates, multiple test forms, and test administration protocols;

(c) the exemption of student test scores, by exemption category, such as limited
English proficiency, mobility, and students with disabilities, with the percent or number of
student test scores exempted being publically reported at a district level;

(d) compiling of criterion-referenced, online computer adaptive, and online writing test
scores and test score averages at the classroom level to allow for:

(i) an annual review of those scores by [parents-ofstudents-and]| professional and other

appropriate staff at the classroom level, and a review of a student's scores by the student's

parent or guardian, at the earliest point in time;

(i1) the assessment of year-to-year student progress in specific classes, courses, and
subjects;

(ii1) a teacher to review, prior to the beginning of a new school year, test scores from
the previous school year of students who have been assigned to the teacher's class for the new
school year;

(e) allowing a school district or charter school to have its tests administered and scored
electronically to accelerate the review of test scores and their usefulness to parents and
educators under Subsection (4)(d), without violating the integrity of U-PASS; and

(f) providing that:
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(i) scores on the tests and assessments required under Subsection (2)(a) and Subsection
(3) shall be considered in determining a student's academic grade for the appropriate course and
whether a student shall advance to the next grade level; and

(i1) except as provided in Subsection 53A-1-611(5), the student's score on the tenth
grade basic skills competency test shall be recorded on the student's transcript of credits.

(5) The State Board of Education shall consider administering the basic skills
competency test on a Saturday to preserve instructional time.

(6) (a) A school district or charter school, as applicable, is encouraged to administer an
online writing assessment to students in grade 11.

(b) The State Board of Education may award a grant to a school district or charter
school to pay for an online writing assessment and instruction program that may be used to

assess the writing of students in grade 11.

[€8)] (7) The State Board of Education shall assure that computer adaptive tests are

administered in compliance with the requirements of Chapter 13, Part 3, Utah Family
Educational Rights and Privacy Act.

[t9)] (8) (a) The State Board of Education shall establish a committee consisting of 15
parents of Utah public education students to review all computer adaptive test questions.

(b) The committee established in Subsection [9] (8)(a) shall include the following
parent members:

(i) five members appointed by the chair of the State Board of Education;

(i) five members appointed by the speaker of the House of Representatives; and

(111) five members appointed by the president of the Senate.

(c) The State Board of Education shall provide staff support to the parent committee.

(d) The term of office of each member appointed in Subsection [(9}] (8)(b) is four
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years.

(e) The chair of the State Board of Education, the speaker of the House of
Representatives, and the president of the Senate shall adjust the length of terms to stagger the
terms of committee members so that approximately 1/2 of the committee members are
appointed every two years.

(f) No member may receive compensation or benefits for the member's service on the
committee.

[(3)] (9) (a) School districts and charter schools shall require each licensed employee
to complete two hours of professional development on youth suicide prevention within their
license cycle in accordance with Section 53A-6-104.

(b) The State Board of Education shall develop or adopt sample materials to be used by
a school district or charter school for professional development training on youth suicide
prevention.

(c) The training required by this Subsection [18}] (9) shall be incorporated into
professional development training required by rule in accordance with Section 53A-6-104.

Section 3. Section 53A-1-607 is repealed and reenacted to read:

53A-1-607. Reporting of assessment results.

(1) A school district or charter school shall submit answer sheets or electronic

assessment results for an assessment required by U-PASS to the state superintendent or the

State Board of Education approved assessment contractor for scoring as directed by the state

superintendent or the state superintendent's designee.

(2) (a) The State Board of Education shall provide a public electronic data system that

shall include annual and longitudinal test results for assessments required by U-PASS.

(b) (1) Except as provided in Subsection (2)(b)(ii), the public electronic data system

shall provide disaggregated data at the state, school district, school, and grade or course levels.

(i1) Grade or course level test scores for a school may not be provided if fewer than two

classes of a course, or within a grade level, are taught.

(3) (a) A school district or school shall provide a password protected electronic data

system that shall include annual and longitudinal test results for assessments required by
U-PASS.

(b) The password protected electronic data system shall provide disaggregated data at
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the school district, school, grade or course, classroom, and student levels.

(c) Access to the data system described in this Subsection (3) shall:

1) be limited to professional and other appropriate staff; and
(i1) comply with the requirements of the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act,
20 U.S.C. Sec. 1232g.

(4) A school district or school shall provide a password protected electronic

information system to allow a student's parent or guardian to access all of the student's U-PASS

assessment results.

S=» Section 4. Section 53A-1-607.5 is enacted to read:

53A-1-607.5. Release of class level test scores to a parent or guardian -- Exception.

(1) Except as provided in Subsection (2), a school principal shall release U-PASS test

scores aggregated at a class level to the parent or guardian of a student enrolled in the school

upon the request of the student's parent or guardian.

(2) Test scores aggregated at the class level may not be revealed if fewer than 10 test

scores are in the group of aggregated test scores. «S

Section S=» [4] 5 €8 . Section 53A-3-602.5 is amended to read:

53A-3-602.5. School performance report -- Components -- Annual filing.

(1) [Foraschooltyearbegimming withorafter-the26406=tt-school-yearthe] The State
Board of Education in collaboration with the state's school districts and charter schools shall
develop a school performance report to inform the state's residents of the quality of schools and
the educational achievement of students in the state's public education system.

(2) [Thereportdescribedin-Subsection(Hshatt-be-writtenand]| A school performance

report shall include the following statistical data for each school in a school district and each

charter school, as applicable, [exceptasprovided-by-Stubsection(2)tg);] and shall also

aggregate the data at the school district and state level:

(a) test scores over the previous [year| four years on:

(i) criterion-referenced or online computer adaptive tests to include the scores

aggregated for all students[+(A)] by grade level or course [for-thepreviotstwo-years-and-an

years;and], except grade level or course scores for a school may not be reported if fewer than

two classes of a course, or within a grade level, are taught:

[(B)by-class;]

(i1) online writing assessments required under Section 53A-1-603; and

(iii) the tenth grade basic skills competency [tests] test required under Section

-7 - Senate Committee Amendments 3-8-2013 1praos
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(b) college entrance examinations data, including the number and percentage of each

graduating class taking the examinations for the previous four years;

(c) advanced placement and concurrent enrollment data, including:

-T7a-
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(1) the number of students taking advanced placement and concurrent enrollment
courses;
(i1) the percentage of students who score 3 or higher on an advanced placement test:;
[t] (ii1) the number [and-percent] of students taking a specific advanced placement
tvecollegecreditfor-thecourse;] test and the

(iv) of those students taking a concurrent enrollment course, the number and [percent]
percentage of those who receive college credit for the course;

(d) the number and [percent] percentage of students in grade 3 reading at or above
grade level,

(e) the number and [pereent] percentage of students who were absent from school 10
days or more during the school year;

(f) achievement gaps that reflect the differences in achievement of various student
groups as defined by State Board of Education rule;

(g) the number and [percent]| percentage of "student dropouts" [withtrtheschoot
district] as defined by State Board of Education rule;

[tD] (h) student mobility;

[)] ) staff qualifications, to include years of professional service and the number and

[percentofstaff| percentage of teachers who have a degree or endorsement in their assigned

teaching area and the number and [percent-ofstaff] percentage of teachers who have a graduate

degree;

- 9]
[(H] (J) average class size calculated in accordance with State Board of Education rule
adopted under Subsection [(] (3);
[tm)] (k) average daily attendance as defined by State Board of Education rule[;
o ehud o | hoots]: and

[tm] () enrollment totals disaggregated with respect to race, ethnicity, gender, limited
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English proficiency, and those students who qualify for free or reduced price school lunch.

amountoffees-watved:|

[t4] (3) (a) The State Board of Education shall adopt common definitions and data
collection procedures for local school boards and charter schools to use in collecting and
forwarding the data required under [Stibsectrons] Subsection (2) [and=<3)] to the state
superintendent of public instruction.

(b) (i) In accordance with Subsections [t#)] (3)(b)(i1) through [#)] (3)(b)(iv), the State
Board of Education shall adopt rules specifying how average class size shall be calculated.

(i1) (A) Except as provided by Subsections [t4)] (3)(b)(i1)(B) through [t5] (3)(b)(i1)(D)
or for nontraditional classes identified by rule, average class size at the elementary school level
shall:

(I) be calculated by grade level; and

(II) indicate the average number of students who are assigned to a teacher for
instruction together during a designated time period.

(B) If students at the elementary school level receive instruction in core classes from
different teachers, average class size may be calculated as provided by Subsection [(4}]
(3)(b)(iii) for secondary school students.

(C) An elementary school class that includes students from multiple grade levels shall

be counted as a single class.
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276 (D) An extended day class in which a portion of the class arrives early and the other

277  portion stays late shall be counted as a single class.

278 (ii1) (A) Except as provided by Subsection [4}] (3)(b)(iii)(B) or for nontraditional
279  classes identified by rule, average class size at the secondary school level shall:

280 (I) be calculated for core language arts, mathematics, and science courses; and
281 (II) indicate the average number of students who are assigned to a teacher for

282  instruction together during a designated time period.

283 (B) A secondary school class in which a teacher provides instruction in multiple

284  courses shall be counted as a single class.

285 (iv) Special education classes and online classes shall be excluded when determining
286  average class size by grade at the elementary school level or the average class size of core
287  language arts, mathematics, and science courses at the secondary level.

288
289
290
291 [t] (c) The state superintendent shall use the automated decision support system
292 referred to in Section 53A-1-301 to collect and report the data required under [Subsections]
293  Subsection (2) [and<3)].

294 (5] (4) (a) [Fe

295  before October 1, the State Board of Education, through the state superintendent of public
296  instruction, shall [tssteitsreport] annually [byOctoberttotnclude] publish on the State

297  Board of Education's website, a school performance report for each school that includes the

298  required data from the previous school year or years as indicated in [Stibsectrons] Subsection
299 (2) [and<3)].

300 '
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(b) A school district shall maintain a link to the website described in Subsection (4)(a)

on the school district's website and the website of each school in the district.

(c) A charter school shall maintain a link to the website described in Subsection (4)(a)

on the school's website.

(5) In meeting the reporting requirements of this section, the State Board of Education
shall S=»:

(a) =S protect each student's privacy by not revealing personally identifiable information
about a

student S=¥ [:] ; and

(b) prohibit the reporting of student test scores aggregated by teacher or by class to

assure that student test score data that may constitute a portion of a teacher's performance

evaluation is not revealed. =S

Legislative Review Note
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