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 AGENDA  
LEGISLATIVE WATER DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 

 Thursday, August 20, 2026 |  8:00 a.m. | Electronic Meeting  |  Room 110 Senate Building 

Members of the public may participate remotely in the meeting by visiting the commission’s webpage to access the live 
streaming options: https://le.utah.gov/committee/committee.jsp?year=2026&com=SPESWD  
 

Approximate 
timeframe  

 

1. Commission Business  

• Call to order 

• Approval of the meeting minutes from May 21, 2026 

• Recognition of Steve Clyde  

• Other commission business 

 

2. Department of Natural Resources Studies   
The commission will hear a presentation on potential study areas, including coordinated water 

conservation, water supply augmentation and diversification, and analysis of conservation savings.  

• Joel Williams, Director, Division of Water Resources  

• Commission discussion/action 

 

3. State Water Resources and Planning 

The commission will continue its study regarding water supply and demand, with a focus on water use 

and consumption patterns. 

• Joel Williams, Director, Division of Water Resources  

• Commission discussion/action 

 

4. Water Rights Prioritization  

The commission will consider a conceptual proposal regarding the prioritization of water rights. 

• Rep. Rex Shipp   

• Commission discussion/action 

 

5. Colorado River Authority of Utah Membership  

The commission will consider a conceptual proposal to expand membership of the Colorado River 

Authority of Utah. 

• Rep. Scott Chew 

• Commission discussion/action 

 

6. Utah Watersheds Council Annual Report 

The commission will hear the annual report on the Watersheds Council activities as required by Utah 

Code 73-10g-305(2). 

• Scott Paxman, Chair, Utah Watersheds Council  

• Laura Briefer, Jordan River Watershed Council 

• Commission discussion/action 

 

 

 

 

8:00 

8:25 

8:10 

8:45 

9:00 

9:15 

https://le.utah.gov/committee/committee.jsp?year=2026&com=SPESWD
https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title73/Chapter10G/73-10g-S305.html?v=C73-10g-S305_2026050620260506
https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title73/Chapter10G/73-10g-S305.html?v=C73-10g-S305_2026050620260506
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7. Support for Local Watershed Councils  

The commission will consider a proposal to fund support staff for the local watershed councils. 

• Scott Paxman, Chair, Utah Watersheds Council  

• Laura Briefer, Jordan River Watershed Council 

• Commission discussion/action 

 

8. Colorado River Briefing  

The commission will receive a summary of the recent federal updates affecting Colorado River 

management. 

• Gene Shawcroft, Chair, Colorado River Commissioner of Utah  

• Commission discussion/action 

 

9. Private Sector Initiatives Supporting the Great Salt Lake  

The commission will hear presentations on private-sector efforts to preserve the Great Salt Lake. 

A. Great Salt Lake Alliance 

• Lindsie Smith, Executive Director, Great Salt Lake Alliance  

• David Cumming, Co-Chair, Board of Directors, Great Salt Lake Alliance 

B. Utah Water Ways  

• Tage Flint, Executive Director, Utah Water Ways  

• Commission discussion/action 

 

10. Adjourn  10:30 

9:30 

9:45 

10:00 


