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Public Education Budget Amendments
2025 GENERAL SESSION
STATE OF UTAH
Chief Sponsor: Stephen L. Whyte
Senate Sponsor: Heidi Balderree
LONG TITLE

General Description:

This bill supplements or reduces appropriations otherwise provided for the support and
operation of public education for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2024 and ending June 30,
2025, and appropriates funds for the support an operation of public education for the fiscal
year beginning July 1, 2025, and ending June 30, 2026.

Highlighted Provisions:

Thishill:

» increases an educator salary adjustment;

» establishes asalary bonus for certain education support professionals,

» repeals provisions regarding programs for which funding is eliminated, including:

o Technology-Life-Careers;

 student leadership organizations;

o professional staff weighted pupil units;

 the Capital Outlay Enrollment Growth Program; and
» apilot grant for professional learning;

> repeals a statutory increase for the legacy iteration of the Carson Smith Scholarship
Program;

» provides appropriations for the use and support of school districts, charter schools and
state education agencies;

» adjusts the number of weighted pupil units for Career and Technical Education (CTE)
-Add-on, Professional Staff, and Special Education-Impact Aid WPU programs to
reflect increased student weightings approved by the Legidature;

» makes certain statutory changes to adjust programmatic formulas with funding changes;

» provides appropriations for other purposes as described;

» provides intent language;

» provides a coordination clause to adopt and supersede S.B. 321, Public Education
Funding Amendments, regarding the state guarantee for local property tax levies; and
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» makes technical and conforming changes.
Money Appropriated in thisBill:

This bill appropriates ($139,350,000) in operating and capital budgets for fiscal year 2025,
including:

> ($13,451,000) from Income Tax Fund; and

> ($99,184,700) from Uniform School Fund; and

> ($26,714,300) from various sources as detailed in this bill.

Thisbill appropriates $1,132,000 in transfers to unrestricted funds for fiscal year 2025, al of
which is from the various sources as detailed in this bill.

This bill appropriates $134,218,200 in operating and capital budgets for fiscal year 2026,
including:

> ($400,000) from Genera Fund; and

> $15,165,000 from Income Tax Fund; and

> $28,090,000 from Uniform School Fund; and

> $91,363,200 from various sources as detailed in this bill.

This bill appropriates ($126,200) in expendable funds and accounts for fiscal year 2026, all of
which is from the various sources as detailed in this bill.

This bill appropriates ($51,409,200) in restricted fund and account transfers for fiscal year
2026, all of which isfrom the Uniform School Fund.
Other Special Clauses:

This bill provides a special effective date.

Thisbill provides coordination clauses.

Thisbill takes effect immediately.
Uncodified M aterial Affected:

ENACTS UNCODIFIED MATERIAL
Utah Code Sections Affected:
AMENDS:

53E-1-201 (Effective 07/01/25), as last amended by Laws of Utah 2024, Chapters 3, 460

and 525

53F-2-208 (Effective 07/01/25), as last amended by Laws of Utah 2024, Chapters 460,

484

53F-2-311 (Effective 07/01/25), as last amended by Laws of Utah 2019, Chapter 186

53F-2-405 (Effective 07/01/25), as last amended by Laws of Utah 2024, Chapter 468

53F-2-421 (Effective 07/01/25), as enacted by Laws of Utah 2023, Chapter 467
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53F-2-601 (Effective 07/01/25), as last amended by Laws of Utah 2023, Chapter 467
53F-4-304 (Effective 07/01/25), as last amended by Laws of Utah 2024, Chapter 20
53F-9-302 (Effective 07/01/25), as last amended by Laws of Utah 2023, Chapter 7
631-1-253 (Effective 07/01/25), as last amended by Laws of Utah 2024, Third Special
Session, Chapter 5
ENACTS:
53F-2-315 (Contingently Effective 07/01/25), Utah Code Annotated 1953
53F-2-422 (Effective 07/01/25), Utah Code Annotated 1953
REPEALS:
53F-2-305 (Effective 07/01/25), as last amended by Laws of Utah 2022, Chapter 415
53F-3-203 (Effective 07/01/25), as last amended by Laws of Utah 2024, Chapter 471
53F-5-214 (Effective 07/01/25), as last amended by Laws of Utah 2022, Chapter 285
Utah Code Sections affected by Coordination Clause:
53F-2-601, aslast amended by Laws of Utah 2023, Chapter 467

H.B.2

Be it enacted by the Legidature of the state of Utah:
Section 1. Section 53E-1-201 is amended to read:

53E-1-201 (Effective 07/01/25). Reportsto and action required of the Education

Interim Committee.

(1) Inaccordance with applicable provisions and Section 68-3-14, the following recurring
reports are due to the Education Interim Committee:
(a) thereport described in Section 9-22-109 by the STEM Action Center Board,

including the information described in Section 9-22-113 on the status of the computer

science initiative and Section 9-22-114 on the Computing Partnerships Grants
Program;

(b) the prioritized list of data research described in Section 53B-33-302 and the report on

research and activities described in Section 53B-33-304 by the Utah Data Research

Center;

(c) the report described in Section 53B-1-402 by the Utah Board of Higher Education on

career and technical education issues and addressing workforce needs,
(d) the annual report of the Utah Board of Higher Education described in Section
53B-1-402;

(e) thereports described in Section 53B-28-401 by the Utah Board of Higher Education

regarding activities related to campus safety;

-3-



99
100
101
102
103
104
105
106
107
108
109
110
111
112
113
114
115
116
117
118
119
120
121
122
123
124
125
126
127
128
129
130
131
132

H.B.2 03-04 14:06

)

(f) the State Superintendent's Annual Report by the state board described in Section
53E-1-203;

(g) the annual report described in Section 53E-2-202 by the state board on the strategic
plan to improve student outcomes;

(h) the report described in Section 53E-8-204 by the state board on the Utah Schools for
the Deaf and the Blind;

(i) thereport described in Section 53E-10-703 by the Utah Leading through Effective,
Actionable, and Dynamic Education director on research and other activities;

() thereport described in Section 53F-2-522 regarding mental health screening
programs;

(K) the report described in Section 53F-4-203 by the state board and the independent
evaluator on an evaluation of early interactive reading software;

() thereport described in Section 63N-20-107 by the Governor's Office of Economic
Opportunity on UPSTART;

(m) the [reportsdescribedin-Sections53F-5-214-and] report described in Section
53F-5-215 by the state board related to [grantsfor-professional-tearning-and-grants| a

grant for an elementary teacher preparation assessment;

(n) upon request, the report described in Section 53F-5-219 by the state board on the
Local Innovations Civics Education Pilot Program;

(o) thereport described in Section 53F-5-405 by the state board regarding an evaluation
of a partnership that receives a grant to improve educational outcomes for students

who are low income;

(p) the report described in Section 53B-35-202 regarding the Higher Education and
Corrections Council;

(q) thereport described in Section 53G-7-221 by the state board regarding innovation
plans;_and

(r) the reports described in Section 53F-6-412 regarding the Utah Fits All Scholarship
Program.

In accordance with applicable provisions and Section 68-3-14, the following occasional

reports are due to the Education Interim Committee:

(a) in 2027, 2030, 2033, and 2035, the reports described in Sections 53B-1-116,
53B-1-117, and 53B-1-118;

(b) if required, the report described in Section 53E-4-309 by the state board explaining
the reasons for changing the grade level specification for the administration of
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specific assessments;

(c) if required, the report described in Section 53E-5-210 by the state board of an
adjustment to the minimum level that demonstrates proficiency for each statewide
assessment;

(d) the report described in Section 53E-10-702 by Utah Leading through Effective,
Actionable, and Dynamic Education;

(e) if required, the report described in Section 53F-2-513 by the state board eval uating
the effects of salary bonuses on the recruitment and retention of effective teachersin
high poverty schools;

(f) upon request, areport described in Section 53G-7-222 by an LEA regarding
expenditure of a percentage of state restricted funds to support an innovative
education program;

(g) the reports described in Section 53G-11-304 by the state board regarding proposed
rules and results related to educator exit surveys; and

(h) thereport described in Section 26B-5-113 by the Office of Substance Use and
Mental Health, the state board, and the Department of Health and Human Services
regarding recommendations related to Medicaid reimbursement for school-based
health services.

Section 2. Section 53F-2-208 is amended to read:
53F-2-208 (Effective 07/01/25). Cost of adjustmentsfor growth and inflation.
(1) Inaccordance with Subsection (2), the Legidature shall annually determine:

(a) the estimated state cost of adjusting for inflation in the next fiscal year, based on a
rolling five-year average ending in the current fiscal year, ongoing state tax fund
appropriations to the following programs:

(i) education for youth in care, described in Section 53E-3-503;

(if) concurrent enrollment courses for accelerated foreign language students described
in Section 53E-10-307;

(iii) the Basic Program, described in Part 3, Basic Program (Weighted Pupil Units);

(iv) the Adult Education Program, described in Section 53F-2-401,;

(v) state support of pupil transportation, described in Section 53F-2-402;

(vi) the Enhancement for Accelerated Students Program, described in Section
53F-2-408;

(vii) the Concurrent Enrollment Program, described in Section 53F-2-409;

(viii) thejuvenile gang and other violent crime prevention and intervention program,
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described in Section 53F-2-410;[-and]
(ix) theflexible alocation, described in Section 53F-2-421; and
[(ix)] (x) dual language immersion, described in Section 53F-2-502; and
(b) the estimated state cost of adjusting for enrollment growth, in the next fiscal year, the

current fiscal year's ongoing state tax fund appropriations to the following programs:

(i) aprogram described in Subsection (1)(a);

(i) educator salary adjustments, described in Section 53F-2-405;

(iii) the Salary Supplement for Highly Needed Educators Program, described in
Section 53F-2-504;

(iv) the Voted and Board Local Levy Guarantee programs, described in Section
53F-2-601; and

(v) charter school local replacement funding, described in Section 53F-2-702.

(2)(a) Inor before December each year, the Executive Appropriations Committee shall
determine:

(i) the cost of the inflation adjustment described in Subsection (1)(a); and
(i) the cost of the enrollment growth adjustment described in Subsection (1)(b).

(b) The Executive Appropriations Committee shall make the determinations described in
Subsection (2)(a) based on recommendations developed by the Office of the
Legidlative Fiscal Analyst, in consultation with the state board and the Governor's
Office of Planning and Budget.

(3) Beginning in the 2026 fiscal year, if the Executive Appropriations Committee includes
in the public education base budget or the final public education budget an increase in
the value of the WPU in excess of the amounts described in Subsection (1)(a), the
Executive Appropriations Committee shall also include an appropriation to the Local
Levy Growth Account established in Section 53F-9-305 in an amount equivalent to at
least 0.5% of the total amount appropriated for WPUs in the relevant budget.

Section 3. Section 53F-2-311 is amended to read:
53F-2-311 (Effective 07/01/25). Weighted pupil unitsfor career and technical
education programs -- Funding of approved programs -- Perfor mance measur es --

Qualifying criteria.

(2)(a) Money appropriated to the state board for approved career and technical education
programs and the comprehensive guidance program:

(i) shall be allocated to eligible recipients as provided in Subsections (2), (3), and (4);
and
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201 (i) may not be used to fund programs below grade 9.

202 (b) Subsection (1)(a)(ii) does not apply to the following programs:

203 (i) comprehensive guidance; and

204 [(it) Technology-Life-Careers-and]

205 [(iB)] (ii) work-based learning programs.

206 (2)(a) Weighted pupil units are computed for pupilsin approved programs.

207 (b)(i) The state board shall fund approved programs based upon hours of membership
208 of grades 9 through 12 students.

209 (i) Subsection (2)(b)(i) does not apply to the following programs:

210 (A) comprehensive guidance;_and

211 [(B) Technology-Life-Careers-and]

212 [(©)] (B) work-based learning programs.

213 (c) The state board shall use an amount not to exceed 20% of the total appropriation
214 under this section to fund approved programs based on performance measures such
215 as placement and competency attainment defined in standards set by the state board.
216 [(d) eate *‘GGG-\‘ -iG‘ HoRaS-SHal 6‘* Hte-an-amount not-to-exceea1%0 e
217

218

219

220

221 [(e)] (d) The state board shall make the necessary calculations for distribution of the
222 appropriation to a school district and charter school and may revise and recommend
223 changes necessary for achieving equity and ease of administration.

224 (3) (& Twenty weighted pupil units shall be computed for career and technical education

225 administrative costs for each school district, except 25 weighted pupil units may be

226 computed for each school district that consolidates career and technical education

227 administrative services with one or more other school districts.

228 (b) Between 10 and 25 weighted pupil units shall be computed for each high school

229 conducting approved career and technical education programsin a school district

230 according to standards established by the state board.

231 (c) Forty weighted pupil units shall be computed for each school district that operates an
232 approved career and technical education center.

233 (d) Between five and seven weighted pupil units shall be computed for each summer
234 career and technical education agriculture program according to standards established

-7-
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by the state board.

(e) The state board shall, by rule, establish qualifying criteriafor a school district or
charter school to receive weighted pupil units under this Subsection (3).

(4)(@ Money remaining after the allocations made under Subsections (2) and (3) shall

be allocated using average daily membership in approved programs for the previous

year.

(b) A school district or charter school that has experienced student growth in grades 9
through 12 for the previous year shall have the growth factor applied to the previous
year's weighted pupil units when calculating the allocation of money under this
Subsection (4).

(c) An LEA may use funds received through the general allocation described in this

Subsection (4) for Technology-L ife-Careers and student |eadership organizations.
(5)(a) The state board shall establish rules for upgrading high school career and
technical education programs.

(b) Therulesshall reflect career and technical training and actual marketable job skills
in society.

(c) Therulesshall include proceduresto assist school districts and charter schools to
convert existing programs that are not preparing students for the job market into
programs that will accomplish that purpose.

(6) Programsthat do not meet state board standards may not be funded under this section.

Section 4. Section 53F-2-315 is enacted to read:

53F-2-315 (Contingently Effective 07/01/25). Fiscal year 2026 appr opriation from local
revenue.

Notwithstanding Laws of Utah 2025, Chapter 6, for fiscal year 2026, the Division of
Finance shall use the Uniform School Fund as the source of the $842,101,800 previously
appropriated from Local Revenue in Laws of Utah 2025, Chapter 6, Item 27.

Section 5. Section 53F-2-405 is amended to read:
53F-2-405 (Effective 07/01/25). Educator salary adjustments.
(1) Asusedin thissection, "educator" means a person employed by a school district,

charter school, regional education service agency, or the Utah Schools for the Deaf and
the Blind who holds:
()(i) alicenseissued by the state board; and
(if) apositionasa:
(A) classroom teacher;
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(B) speech pathologist;

(C) librarian or media specialist;

(D) preschool teacher;

(E) mentor teacher;

(F) teacher specialist or teacher leader;
(G) guidance counselor;

(H) audiologist;

(I) psychologist; or

(J) social worker; or

(b)(i) alicenseissued by the Division of Professional Licensing; and
(if) aposition as a social worker.

(2) Inrecognition of the need to attract and retain highly skilled and dedicated educators,
the Legidlature shall annually appropriate money for educator salary adjustments,
subject to future budget constraints.

(3)(@ The state board shall distribute to each school district, each charter school, each
regional education service agency, and the Utah Schools for the Deaf and the Blind
money that the Legidlature appropriates for educator salary adjustments based on the
number of educator positions described in Subsection [(4)] (1) in the school district,
the charter school, each regional education service agency, or the Utah Schools for
the Deaf and the Blind.

(b) Notwithstanding Subsection (3)(a), if appropriations are insufficient to provide the
full amount of educator salary adjustments described in this section, the state board
shall distribute money appropriated for educator salary adjustments to school
districts, charter schools, each regional education service agency, and the Utah
Schools for the Deaf and the Blind in proportion to the number of
full-time-equivalent educator positionsin a school district, a charter school, each
regional education service agency, or the Utah Schools for the Deaf and the Blind as
compared to the total number of full-time-equivalent educator positions in school
districts, charter schools, each regional education service agency, and the Utah
Schools for the Deaf and the Blind.

(4) A school district, acharter school, each regiona education service agency, or the Utah
Schools for the Deaf and the Blind shall award bonuses to educators as follows:

(a) for fiscal year 2026, the amount of the salary adjustment for each

full-time-equivalent educator is:

H.B.2
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(i) if [Title53F-]Chapter 6, Part 4, Utah Fits All Scholarship Program, is funded and
in effect, [$8,400] $10,350; or
(i) if [Title 53F]Chapter 6, Part 4, Utah Fits All Scholarship Program, is not funded
and in effect, [$4;200] $5,175;
(b) anindividual who is not afull-time educator shall receive a partial salary adjustment

based on the number of hours the individual works as an educator;

(c) asdary adjustment may not be awarded if an educator has received an unsatisfactory
rating on the educator's three most recent eval uations; and

(d) for afiscal year beginning on or after July 1, 2024, the amount of the salary
adjustment is equal to:
(i) the amount of salary adjustment in the preceding fiscal year; and
(if) apercentage increase that is equal to the percentage increase in the value of the

WPU in the preceding fiscal year.
(5) In accordance with Title 63G, Chapter 3, Utah Administrative Rulemaking Act, the

state board:

(a) shall make rulesto ensure that the LEAs do not[-] :
(i) reduce or supplant a compensation increase from an increase in the WPU value

with an increase from the salary supplement in this section; or

(ii) reduce or artificially limit ateacher's salary to convert the salary supplement in
this section into awindfall to the LEA; and
(b) may make rules as necessary to administer this section.
(6)(a) Subject to future budget constraints, the Legislature shall appropriate sufficient
money each year to:
(i) maintain educator salary adjustments provided in prior years,; and
(if) provide educator salary adjustments to new employees.
(b) Money appropriated for educator salary adjustments shall include money for the
following employer-paid benefits:
() retirement;
(if) worker's compensation;
(iii) social security; and
(iv) Medicare.
(7)(@) Subject to future budget constraints, the Legislature shall:
(i) maintain the salary adjustments provided to school administrators in the 2007-08
school year; and

-10-
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(if) provide salary adjustments for new school administrators in the same amount as
provided for existing school administrators.

(b) The appropriation provided for educator salary adjustments described in this section
shall include salary adjustments for school administrators as specified in Subsection
(M) ().

(c) Indistributing and awarding salary adjustments for school administrators, the state
board, a school district, a charter school, each regiona education service agency, or
the Utah Schools for the Deaf and the Blind shall comply with the requirements for
the distribution and award of educator salary adjustments as provided in Subsections
(3) and (4).

Section 6. Section 53F-2-421 is amended to read:
53F-2-421 (Effective 07/01/25). Flexible allocation.

Subject to appropriations in accordance with Section 53F-2-208, the state board shall

distribute funds in the M SP flexible allocation on a WPU basis resulting in LEAS receiving

funding proportional to the number of WPUs the LEA generates under the Basic School
Program.
Section 7. Section 53F-2-422 is enacted to read:
53F-2-422 (Effective 07/01/25). Education Support Professional Supplemental
Stipend.
(1) Asused in this section:
(a)(i) "Education support professional"” means an individual:

(A) whom an LEA or RESA employs and directly pays; and

(B) who isassigned to work in a school setting.

(ii) "Education support professional” includes the following categories that an LEA
reports to the state board:

(A) instructional paraprofessionals;

(B) library paraprofessionals,
(C) student support; and
(D) school and other support, including employees like janitors, bus drivers, and

food service.
(iii) "Education support professional" also includes an individual in LEA or RESA

administration or administration support if the individual works exclusively in a

school setting supporting students.

(b)(i) "Qualifying employee" means an education support professional who was

-11-
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employed by an LEA or RESA as of September 1, 2025.
(i) "Qualifying employee" does not include:
(A) alicensed school-level educator;
(B) school district employees who are assigned to work in the central

administration of the school district, including superintendents, deputy and

assi stant superintendents, area and regional directors, curriculum specialists,

and support staff: or

(C) individuals with whom an LEA contracts but does not directly pay the

individual or report the individual to the state board in annual employment
reports.
(c) "Regional education service agency" or "RESA" means the same asthat term is
defined in Section 53G-4-410.
(d) "Stipend" means the one-time Education Support Professional Supplemental Stipend.

(2) Thereis created a one-time Education Support Professional Supplemental Stipend.
(3)(a) Subject to legidlative appropriations, the state board shall allocate fundsto a
qualifying education entity to provide the stipend to qualifying employees as follows:

(i) for an education support professional, $1,000; and

(ii) employer paid benefits.

(b) The stipend shall be prorated for each employee based on full-time equivalent status.

(c) Notwithstanding Subsection (3)(a), in the event that an allocation to an LEA or
RESA isinsufficient to provide the full stipend to each qualifying employee whom
the LEA or RESA employs, the LEA or RESA shall reduce the amount of the stipend
on a prorated basis.

(4) An LEA or RESA that receives an allocation from the state board under Subsection (3)
shall return any unexpended amounts to the state no later than December 31, 2025.

The following section is affected by a coordination clause at the end of this hill.
Section 8. Section 53F-2-601 is amended to read:
53F-2-601 (Effective 07/01/25). State guar anteed local levy increments --
Appropriation to increase number of guaranteed local levy increments-- No effect of
change of minimum basic tax rate-- Voted and board local levy funding balance -- Use of
guaranteed local levy increment funds.
(1) Asusedin thissection:
() "Board local levy" meansalocal levy described in Section 53F-8-302.
(b) "Excessfunds' means the difference between:

-12 -
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404 (i) the amount of state guarantee money a school district received in the 2025 fiscal
405 year; and

406 (ii) the amount of state guarantee money a school district would receive based solely
407 on the certified tax rate in effect for the 2025 fiscal year.

408 [(b)] (c) "Guaranteed local levy increment” means alocal levy increment guaranteed by
409 the state[:] _as described in Subsection (2).

410 [() forthebeoardtoca-tevy,-describedin

411

412 [{e)] (d) "Local lev

413 [(e)(t) “Voted-ane

414

415

416

417

418

419

420 (e) "Voted loca levy" meansalocal levy described in Section 53F-8-301.

421 (2)(a)(i) In accordance with Subsection 53F-2-205(6) and in addition to the revenue

422 collected from the imposition of avoted local levy or aboard local levy, the state

423 shall guarantee that a school district receives, subject to Subsections [(2){b){{){C)]

424 (2)(b)(ii)(B) and (3)(a), for each guaranteed local levy increment, an amount

425 sufficient to guarantee for afiscal year [that-begins| beginning on or after July 1,

426 2018, $43.10 per weighted pupil unit.

427 [(i) ExeeptasprovidedinSu i

428 '

429

430

431

432

433 (ii) The number of guaranteed local levy increments under this Subsection (2) for a
434 school district may not exceed 20 guarantee local levy increments, regardless of
435 whether the guaranteed local levy increments are from the imposition of a voted
436 local levy, aboard local levy, or acombination of the two.

437 (b)(i) Subject to future budget constrainty-and-Subsection-(2){(¢}], the Legislature

-13-
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shall annually appropriate money from the Local Levy Growth Account

established in Section 53F-9-305 for purposes described in Subsection (2)(b)(ii).

(if) The state board shall, for afiscal year beginning on or after July 1, 2018, [and
subject-to-Subsection{2){(€);-]all ocate funds appropriated under Subsection
(2)(b)(i) and the amount described in Subsection (3)(c) in the following order of
priority by increasing:

(A) [by '
nerements-abeve-16] by the amount described in Subsection (2)(a)(ii); and

[fB} DY Upto o Hcremen AEe U er O DOoarG1HOCaI1EvVYy-guaaiteet1OCa

(3)(& The guarantee described in Subsection (2)(a)(i) is indexed each year to the value
of the weighted pupil unit by making the value of the guarantee equal to .011962
times the value of the prior year's weighted pupil unit.

(b) The guarantee shall increase by .0005 times the value of the prior year's weighted
pupil unit for each year subject to the Legidature appropriating funds for an increase
in the guarantee.

(c) If theindexing and growth described in Subsections (3)(a) and (b) result in acost to
the state in agiven fiscal year that isless than the amount the Legidature
appropriated, the state board shall dedicate the difference to the allocation described
in Subsection (2)(b)(ii).

(4)(d Theamount of state guarantee money that a school district would otherwise be
entitled to receive under this section may not be reduced for the sole reason that the
school district's board local levy or voted local levy isreduced as a consegquence of
changesin the certified tax rate under Section 59-2-924 pursuant to changesin
property valuation.

(b) Subsection (4)(a) appliesfor aperiod of [fiveyears] one year following a change in
the certified tax rate as described in Subsection (4)(a).

(5) The guarantee provided under this section does not apply to the portion of avoted local
levy rate that exceeds the voted local levy rate that was in effect for the previous fiscal
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472 year, unless an increase in the voted local levy rate was authorized in an election

473 conducted on or after July 1 of the previous fiscal year and before December 2 of the
474 previous fiscal year.

475

476

477

478

479

480

481 .

482 [€A)] (6) A local school board of a school district that receives funds described in this section
483 shall budget and expend the funds for public education purposes.

484 (7)(a) Beginning with the 2026 fiscal year, the amount of state guarantee money that a

485 schoal district receives under this section may reduce as a result of changesin the

486 certified tax rate under Section 59-2-924 due to changes in property valuation.

487 (b) For aschool district receiving state guarantee money in excess of the amount the
488 school district would receive based solely on the current certified tax rate, the excess
489 funds.

490 (i) may not cause the amount the school district receives to exceed the total amount
491 of state guarantee the school district received in the 2025 fiscal year; and

492 (ii) shall diminish over athree-year period as follows:

493 (A) inthe 2026 fiscal year, the school district shall receive 100% of the excess
494 funds received in the 2025 fiscal year;

495 (B) in the 2027 fiscal year, the school district shall receive 66% of the excess
496 funds received in the 2025 fiscal year;

497 (C) inthe 2028 fiscal year, the school district shall receive 33% of the excess
498 funds received in the 2025 fiscal year; and

499 (D) inthe 2029 fiscal year, the school district may not receive excess funds.
500 (¢) The state board shall:

501 (i) calculate the amount of excess funds for each affected school district;

502 (ii) notify each affected school district of the phase-out schedule for the excess funds
503 described in Subsection (7)(b); and

504 (iii) oversee the phase-out process described in this Subsection (7).

505 Section 9. Section 53F-4-304 is amended to read:
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53F-4-304 (Effective 07/01/25). Scholarship payments.
(1D)(a@ The state board shall award scholarships subject to the availability of money
appropriated by the Legislature for that purpose.
(b) The Legidlature shall annually appropriate money to the state board from the General
Fund to make scholarship payments.

[(e) Thelegidatureshall-annuathy-in

[(e)] (c)(i) If money isnot availableto pay for all scholarships requested, the state

board shall alocate scholarships on arandom basis except that the state board

shall give preference to students who received scholarships in the previous school

year.

(if) If money isinsufficient in a school year to pay for al the continuing scholarships,
the state board may not award new scholarships during that school year and the
state board shall prorate money available for scholarships among the eligible
students who received scholarships in the previous year.

[(H)] (d) Beginning with the 2025 fiscal year, the state board shall:

(i) calculate amaximum award cap that may not exceed the cost of the program
including scholarship payments from the previous fiscal year; and

(i) transfer any fundsin excess of the amount described in Subsection [(£){f){1)]
(1)(d)(i) to the Carson Smith Opportunity Scholarship Program established in
Section 53E-7-402.

(2) Except as provided in Subsection (4), the state board shall award full-year scholarships
in the following amounts:
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(a) for astudent who received an average of 180 minutes per day or more of special
education services in a public school before transferring to a private school, an
amount not to exceed the lesser of:

(i) the value of the weighted pupil unit multiplied by 2.5; or
(i) the private school tuition and fees; and

(b) for astudent who received an average of less than 180 minutes per day of special
education services in a public school before transferring to a private school, an
amount not to exceed the lesser of:

(i) thevalue of the weighted pupil unit multiplied by 1.5; or
(i) the private school tuition and fees.
(3) The scholarship amount for a student enrolled in a half-day kindergarten or part-day
preschool program shall be the amount specified in Subsection (2)(a) or (b) multiplied
by .55.
(4) If astudent leaves a private school before the end of afiscal quarter:

(a) the private school isonly entitled to the amount of scholarship equivalent to the
number of days that the student attended the private school; and

(b) the private school shall remit a prorated amount of the scholarship to the state board
in accordance with the procedures described in rules adopted by the state board in
accordance with Title 63G, Chapter 3, Utah Administrative Rulemaking Act.

(5) For the amount of funds remitted under Subsection (4)(b), the state board shall:

(&) make the amount available to the student to enroll immediately in another qualifying
private school; or

(b) refund the amount back to the Carson Smith Scholarship Program account .

(6)(a) The state board shall make an additional allocation on arandom basis before June

30 each year only:

(i) if there are sufficient remaining funds in the program; and
(i) for scholarshipsfor students enrolled in afull-day preschool program.

(b) If the state board awards a scholarship under Subsection (6)(a), the scholarship
amount or supplement may not exceed the lesser of:

(i) thevalue of the weighted pupil unit multiplied by 1.0; or
(i) the private school tuition and fees.

(c) The state board shall, when preparing annual growth projection numbers for the
Legidature, include the annual number of applications for additional allocations
described in Subsection (6)(a).
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(7)(@ The scholarship amount for a student who receives awaiver under Subsection
53F-4-302(3) shall be based upon the assessment team's determination of the
appropriate level of specia education services to be provided to the student.

(b)(i) If the student requires an average of 180 minutes per day or more of special

education services, afull-year scholarship shall be equal to the amount specified

in Subsection (2)(a).

(ii) If the student requires less than an average of 180 minutes per day of special
education services, afull-year scholarship shall be equal to the amount specified
in Subsection (2)(b).

(ii1) If the student is enrolled in ahalf-day kindergarten or part-day preschool
program, afull-year scholarship is equal to the amount specified in Subsection (3).

(8)(a) Except as provided in Subsection (8)(b), upon review and receipt of
documentation that verifies a student's admission to, or continuing enrollment and
attendance at, a private school, the state board shall make scholarship payments
quarterly in four equal amounts in each school year in which ascholarshipisin force.
(b) Inaccordance with state board rule, made in accordance with Title 63G, Chapter 3,

Utah Administrative Rulemaking Act, the state board may make a scholarship
payment before the first quarterly payment of the school year, if a private school
requires partial payment of tuition before the start of the school year to reserve space
for a student admitted to the school.

(9) A parent of ascholarship student shall notify the state board if the student does not have
continuing enrollment and attendance at an eligible private school.

(10) Before scholarship payments are made, the state board shall cross-check enrollment
lists of scholarship students, LEAS, and youth in care to ensure that scholarship
payments are not erroneously made.

Section 10. Section 53F-9-302 is amended to read:
53F-9-302 (Effective 07/01/25). Minimum Basic Growth Account.

(1) Asusedin thissection, "account” means the Minimum Basic Growth Account created
in this section.

(2) Thereis created within the Income Tax Fund a restricted account known as the
"Minimum Basic Growth Account."

(3) The account shall be funded by amounts deposited into the account in accordance with
Section 53F-2-301.

(4) The account shall earn interest.
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608 (5) Interest earned on the account shall be deposited into the account.
609 (6) Upon appropriation by the Legidature:

610 (8) 75% of the money from the account shall be used to fund the state's contribution to
611 the voted local levy guarantee described in Section 53F-2-601; and

612 (b) [20%] 25% of the money from the account shall be used to fund the Capital Outlay
613 Foundation Program as provided in Section 53F-3-202[;-and)] .

614

615

616 Section 11. Section 631-1-253 is amended to read:

617 631-1-253 (Effective 07/01/25). Repeal dates. Titles 53 through 53G.

618 (1) Section 53-1-122, Road Rage Awareness and Prevention Restricted Account, is

619 repealed July 1, 2028.

620 (2) Section 53-2a-105, Emergency Management Administration Council created --

621 Function -- Composition -- Expenses, isrepealed July 1, 2029.

622 (3) Section 53-2a-1103, Search and Rescue Advisory Board -- Members -- Compensation,
623 isrepealed July 1, 2027.

624 (4) Section 53-2a-1104, General duties of the Search and Rescue Advisory Board, is

625 repealed July 1, 2027.

626 (5) Title 53, Chapter 2a, Part 15, Grid Resilience Committee, is repealed July 1, 2027.
627 (6) Section 53-2d-104, State Emergency Medical Services Committee -- Membership --

628 Expenses, isrepealed July 1, 2029.

629 (7) Section 53-2d-703, Volunteer Emergency Medical Service Personnel Health Insurance
630 Program -- Creation -- Administration -- Eligibility -- Benefits -- Rulemaking --

631 Advisory board, isrepealed July 1, 2027.

632 (8) Section 53-5-703, Board -- Membership -- Compensation -- Terms -- Duties, is repealed
633 July 1, 2029.

634 (9) Section 53-11-104, Board, isrepealed July 1, 2029.

635 (10) Section 53-22-104.1, School Security Task Force -- Membership -- Duties -- Per diem

636 -- Report -- Expiration, is repealed December 31, 2025.

637 (11) Section 53-22-104.2, The School Security Task Force -- Education Advisory Board, is
638 repealed December 31, 2025.

639 (12) Subsection 53B-1-301(1)(j), regarding the Higher Education and Corrections Council,
640 isrepealed July 1, 2027.

641 (13) Section 53B-7-709, Five-year performance goals, isrepealed July 1, 2027.
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642 (14) Title53B, Chapter 8a, Part 3, Education Savings Incentive Program, isrepealed July 1,
643 2028.

644 (15) Title53B, Chapter 17, Part 11, USTAR Researchers, isrepealed July 1, 2028.

645 (16) Section 53B-17-1203, SafeUT and School Safety Commission established -- Members,
646 isrepealed January 1, 2030.

647 (17) Title53B, Chapter 18, Part 16, USTAR Researchers, isrepealed July 1, 2028.

648 (18) Title53B, Chapter 18, Part 17, Food Security Council, isrepealed July 1, 2027.

649 (19) Title53B, Chapter 18, Part 18, Electrification of Transportation Infrastructure

650 Research Center, isrepealed July 1, 2028.

651 (20) Title 53B, Chapter 35, Higher Education and Corrections Council, is repealed July 1,
652 2027.

653 (21) Subsection 53C-3-203(4)(b)(vii), regarding the distribution of money from the Land

654 Exchange Distribution Account to the Geological Survey for test wells and other

655 hydrologic studiesin the West Desert, isrepealed July 1, 2030.

656 (22) Subsection 53E-1-201(1)(q), regarding the Higher Education and Corrections Council,
657 isrepealed July 1, 2027.

658 (23) Subsection 53E-2-304(6), regarding foreclosing a private right of action or waiver of
659 governmental immunity, isrepealed July 1, 2027.

660 (24) Subsection 53E-3-503(5), regarding coordinating councils for youth in care, is

661 repealed July 1, 2027.

662 (25) Subsection 53E-3-503(6), regarding coordinating councils for youth in care, is

663 repealed July 1, 2027.
664 (26) Subsection 53E-4-202(8)(b), regarding a standards review committee, is repealed
665 January 1, 2028.

666 (27) Section 53E-4-203, Standards review committee, is repealed January 1, 2028.

667 (28) Title 53E, Chapter 6, Part 5, Utah Professional Practices Advisory Commission, is
668 repealed July 1, 2033.

669 (29) Subsection 53E-7-207(7), regarding a private right of action or waiver of governmental
670 immunity, isrepealed July 1, 2027.

671 (30) Section 53F-2-420, Intensive Services Special Education Pilot Program, is repealed
672 July 1, 2024.

673 [(31) Seetion- / i ing, s repealed y ]

674 [(32)] (31) Section 53F-5-215, Elementary teacher preparation grant, isrepealed July 1,
675 2025.
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676 [(33)] (32) Section 53F-5-219, Local Innovations Civics Education Pilot Program, is

677 repealed July 1, 2025.

678 [(34)] (33) Title 53F, Chapter 10, Part 2, Capital Projects Evaluation Panel, is repealed July
679 1, 2027.

680 [(35)] (34) Subsection 53G-4-608(2)(b), regarding the Utah Seismic Safety Commission, is

681 repealed January 1, 2025.

682 [(36)] (35) Subsection 53G-4-608(4)(b), regarding the Utah Seismic Safety Commission, is
683 repealed January 1, 2025.

684 [(37)] (36) Section 53G-9-212, Drinking water quality in schools, isrepealed July 1, 2027.
685 Section 12. Repealer.

686 This bill repeals:

687 Section 53F-2-305, Professional staff weighted pupil units.

688 Section 53F-3-203, Capital Outlay Enrollment Growth Program created -- Distribution
689 formulas-- Allocations.

690 Section 53F-5-214, Grant for professional learning.

691 Section 13. FY 2025 Appropriations.

692 The following sums of money are appropriated for the fiscal year beginning July 1,

693 2024, and ending June 30, 2025. These are additions to amounts previously appropriated for
694 fiscal year 2025.

695 Subsection 13(a). Operating and Capital Budgets
696 Under the terms and conditions of Title 63J, Chapter 1, Budgetary Procedures Act, the
697 L egislature appropriates the following sums of money from the funds or accounts indicated for

698 the use and support of the government of the state of Utah.

699 PUBLIC EDUCATION

700 STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION - MINIMUM SCHOOL PROGRAM

701 ITEM 1  To State Board of Education - Minimum School Program - Basic School Program

702 From Uniform School Fund, One-time (15,837,500)
703 Schedule of Programs:

704 Necessarily Existent Small Schools 3,263,500

705 Enrollment Growth Contingency (19,101,000)

706 ITEM 2  To State Board of Education - Minimum School Program - Related to Basic

707 School Programs

708 From Uniform School Fund, One-time (83,347,200)
709 From Revenue Transfers, One-time (208,200)
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From Closing Nonlapsing Balances 208,200
Schedule of Programs:
Flexible Allocation (82,510,300)
Beverley Taylor Sorenson Elem. Arts Learning
Program (266,600)
Digital Teaching and Learning Program (461,600)
Student Health and Counseling Support Program (108,700)

STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
ITEM 3  To State Board of Education - Fine Arts Outreach
From Income Tax Fund, One-time (58,300)
Schedule of Programs:
Professional Outreach Programsin the Schools (58,300)
ITEM 4  To State Board of Education - Contracted Initiatives and Grants
From Income Tax Fund, One-time (6,057,600)
From Revenue Transfers, One-time (853,300)
From Closing Nonlapsing Balances 2,777,200
Schedule of Programs:
Software Licenses for Early Literacy (3,899,900)
Intergenerational Poverty Interventions (77,900)
Interventions for Reading Difficulties (85,000)
Supplemental Educational Improvement
Matching Grants (70,900)
ITEM 5  To State Board of Education - Policy, Communication, &; Oversight
From Income Tax Fund, One-time (1,982,600)
From Revenue Transfers, One-time (58,500)
From Closing Nonlapsing Balances 1,019,400
Schedule of Programs:
School Turnaround and L eadership Development

Act (1,021,700)
ITEM 6 To State Board of Education - System Standards & Accountability
From Income Tax Fund, One-time (3,799,000)
From Closing Nonlapsing Balances 93,100

Schedule of Programs:
Assessment and Accountability (3,980,900)
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Career and Technical Education 275,000
ITEM 7  To State Board of Education - State Charter School Board
From Income Tax Fund, One-time (307,800)
From Closing Nonlapsing Balances 307,800
ITEM 8 To State Board of Education - Utah Schools for the Deaf and the Blind
From Income Tax Fund, One-time 993,000

Schedule of Programs:

Administration 993,000
ITEM 9  To State Board of Education - State Board and Administrative Operations

From Income Tax Fund, One-time (2,238,700)

From Public Education Economic Stabilization

Restricted Account, One-time (30,000,000)

Schedule of Programs:

Board and Administration (2,238,700)
Excellence in Education and L eadership (30,000,000)

The Legislature intends that the State Board of
Education, in consultation with the Public Education
Appropriations Subcommittee and the Education Interim
Committee, review the Utah School of the Deaf and
Blind's governance, role within the public education
system, scope of services, funding for students,
obligations of the student's resident local education
agency in the provision of services and facilities, and the
provision of capital facilities for the schools. The
L egislature further intends that the Public Education
Appropriations Subcommittee report findings and
recommendations to the Executive Appropriations
Committee by November 15, 2025.
Subsection 13(b). Transfersto Unrestricted Funds
The Legislature authorizes the State Division of Finance to transfer the following
amounts to the unrestricted General Fund, Income Tax Fund, or Uniform School Fund, as
indicated, from the restricted funds or accounts indicated. Expenditures and outlays from the
Genera Fund, Income Tax Fund, or Uniform School Fund must be authorized by an
appropriation.
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PUBLIC EDUCATION
ITEM 10 Tolncome Tax Fund

A > [From Nonlapsing Balances - 1;132;600]

From Nonlapsing Balances - Related to Basic School

Programs - Math and Science Opportunities 143,800
From Nonlapsing Balances - Related to Basic School
Programs - Special Education I ntensive Services 64,400

From Nonlapsing Balances - Policy, Communication,

[6)]
(0¢]
a1

and Oversight - Math Teacher Training ,500

From Nonlapsing Balances - Contracted | nitiatives

and Grants- UPSTART 865,300 <H
Schedule of Programs:
Income Tax Fund, One-time 1,132,000

Section 14. FY 2026 Appropriations.

The following sums of money are appropriated for the fiscal year beginning July 1,
2025, and ending June 30, 2026. These are additions to amounts previously appropriated for
fiscal year 2026.

Subsection 14(a). Operating and Capital Budgets

Under the terms and conditions of Title 63J, Chapter 1, Budgetary Procedures Act, the
L egislature appropriates the following sums of money from the funds or accounts indicated for
the use and support of the government of the state of Utah.
PUBLIC EDUCATION
STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION - MINIMUM SCHOOL PROGRAM
ITEM 11 To State Board of Education - Minimum School Program - Basic School Program

From Uniform School Fund (317,132,100)
From Uniform School Fund, One-time 40,212,900
Schedule of Programs:
Professional Staff (-57,610 WPUS) (269,269,300)
Specia Education - Impact Aid (-736 WPUSs) (3,441,700)
Career and Technical Education - Add-on (-900
WPUs) (4,208,200)

The Legidature intends for the State Board of
Education to distribute the reduction of weighted pupil
units supporting the Special Education - Impact Aid
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804 program to local education agencies (LEAS) that enroll
805 more than one percent of the total statewide special

806 education population. The Legislature further intends that
807 LEAs enrolling fewer than one percent of the total

808 statewide special education population, or where special
809 education students represent more than 50 percent of

810 total LEA enrollment, receive at least the same allocation
811 as provided in FY 2025 under the program.

812 ITEM 12 To State Board of Education - Minimum School Program - Related to Basic
813 School Programs

814 From Uniform School Fund 305,009,200
815 From Public Education Economic Stabilization

816 Restricted Account, One-time 56,127,000
817 From Beginning Nonlapsing Balances (207,900)
818 From Closing Nonlapsing Balances 207,900
819 Schedule of Programs:

820 Flexible Allocation 265,064,200

821 Educator Salary Adjustments 47,380,000

822 Digital Teaching and Learning Program (1,500,000)

823 Student Health and Counseling Support Program (2,000,000)

824 Grants for Professional Learning (3,935,000)

825 Charter School Funding Base Program 3,600,000

826 Grow Y our Own Teacher and Counselor Pipeline 7,327,000

827 School-Based Education Support Professional

828 Bonus 45,200,000

829 STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION - SCHOOL BUILDING PROGRAMS
830 ITEM 13 To State Board of Education - School Building Programs - Capital Outlay
831 Programs

832 From Income Tax Fund (5,638,800)
833 Schedule of Programs:
834 Enrollment Growth Program (5,638,800)

835 ITEM 14 To State Board of Education - School Building Programs - Public Education
836 Capital Projects
837 From Public Education Economic Stabilization
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Restricted Account, One-time
Schedule of Programs:
Small School District Capital Projects
The Legidlature intends that the State Board of
Education through the Capital Projects Evaluation Panel
use the $12,500,000 one-time appropriated in FY 2026
for the Small School District Capital Projects Fund to
award multiple grants to small school districts for
approved capital projects and prioritize projects from
school districts that have not received funding in aprior
fiscal year.
STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
ITEM 15 To State Board of Education - Contracted Initiatives and Grants
From General Fund
From Income Tax Fund
From Income Tax Fund, One-time
From Public Education Economic Stabilization
Restricted Account, One-time
From Hospitality Tourism Mgmt Education Account
Schedule of Programs:
Carson Smith Scholarships
Contracts and Grants
Software Licenses for Early Literacy
Elementary Reading Assessment Software Tools
Special Needs Opportunity Scholarship
Administration
Utah Fits All Scholarship Program
The Legislature intends that the additional
funding appropriated for the Special Needs Opportunity
Scholarship be used to fund students who apply for
scholarshipsto offset private school costs as the top
priority and then fund other applicants.
Under the provisions of Utah Code Annotated
Title 63G Chapter 6b, the Legislature intends that the
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41,073,800
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State Board of Education provide adirect award grant of
$900,000 to Scrible, Inc. in fiscal year 2026 for providing
an online writing tool that documents the authenticity of
students work.
ITEM 16 To State Board of Education - Science Outreach
Schedule of Programs:
Informal Science Education Enhancement 225,000
Provisional Program (225,000)
The Legislature intends that under the provisions
of Utah Code Annotated, Title 63G Chapter 6b, that the
State Board of Education provide adirect award grant
totaling $225,000 in fiscal year 2026 to Utah State
University - Extension through the Informal Science
Education Enhancement program.
ITEM 17 To State Board of Education - System Standards & Accountability
From Income Tax Fund 5,000
From Public Education Economic Stabilization
Restricted Account, One-time 4,300,000
Schedule of Programs:
Assessment and Accountability 4,300,000
Career and Technical Education 275,000
CPR Training Grant Program (270,000)
ITEM 18 To State Board of Education - State Board and Administrative Operations
From Income Tax Fund (275,000)
From Public Education Economic Stabilization
Restricted Account, One-time 10,000,000
Schedule of Programs:
Board and Administration (275,000)
Student Information System 10,000,000
The Legidature intends that the State Board of
Education provide a detailed budget implementation plan
for the Student Information System funding item,
including a summary of the issue(s) being addressed,
proposed solutions, budget spending plan, and
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participating local education agencies with anticipated
compliance dates to state data standards prior to
expending any appropriated funding. The Legidlature
further intends that the State Board of Education report
thisinformation to the Public Education Appropriations
Subcommittee by August 30, 2025.
Subsection 14(b). Expendable Funds and Accounts
The Legidature has reviewed the following expendable funds. The Legidlature
authorizes the State Division of Finance to transfer amounts between funds and accounts as
indicated. Outlays and expenditures from the funds or accounts to which the money is
transferred may be made without further legislative action, in accordance with statutory
provisions relating to the funds or accounts.
PUBLIC EDUCATION
STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
ITEM 19 To State Board of Education - Hospitality and Tourism Mgmt. Education Acct.
From Dedicated Credits Revenue (126,200)
Schedule of Programs:
Hospitality and Tourism Management Education
Account (126,200)
Subsection 14(c). Restricted Fund and Account Transfers
The Legislature authorizes the State Division of Finance to transfer the following
amounts between the following funds or accounts as indicated. Expenditures and outlays from
the funds to which the money is transferred must be authorized by an appropriation.
PUBLIC EDUCATION
ITEM 20 To Uniform School Fund Restricted - Public Education Economic Stabilization
Restricted Account
From Uniform School Fund (51,409,200)
Schedule of Programs:
Public Education Economic Stabilization
Restricted Account (51,409,200)
Section 15. Effective Date.
(1) Except as provided in Subsections (2) and (3), this bill takes effect July 1, 2025.
(2) The actions affecting Section 13, Fiscal Y ear 2025 Appropriations (Effective upon
governor's approval), take effect:
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(a) except as provided in Subsection (2)(b), May 7, 2025; or
(b) if approved by two-thirds of all members elected to each house:

(i) upon approval by the governor;
(ii) without the governor's signature, the day following the constitutional time limit of
Utah Constitution, Article VI, Section 8; or

(iii) in the case of aveto, the date of veto override.

(3) The actions affecting Section 53F-2-315 (Contingently Effective 07/01/25) take effect if
S.B. 37, Minimum Basic Tax Rate Amendments, passes and becomes law.
Section 16. Coordinating H.B. 2 with S.B. 321.

If H.B. 2, Public Education Budget Amendments, and S.B. 321, Public Education
Funding Amendments, both pass and become law, the L egislature intends that, on July 1,
2025, the amendments to Section 53F-2-601 in H.B. 2 supersede the amendments to Section
53F-2-601in S.B. 321.
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