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Section 1. Section 17B-1-306 is amended to read:
17B-1-306. Special district board -- Election procedures -- Notice.
(1) Except as provided in Subsection (12), each elected board member shall be selected as provided in
this section.
)
(a) Each election of a special district board member shall be held:
(i) at the sametime as the municipal genera election or the regular general election, as applicable;
and
(i) at polling places designated by the special district board in consultation with the county clerk
for each county in which the special district islocated, which polling places shall coincide with
municipal general election or regular general election polling places, as applicable, whenever
feasible.
(b) The special district board, in consultation with the county clerk, may consolidate two or more
polling places to enable voters from more than one district to vote at one consolidated polling place.
(©
(i) Subject to Subsections (5)(h) and (i), the number of polling places under Subsection (2)(a)(ii) in
an election of board members of an irrigation district shall be one polling place per division of the
district, designated by the district board.
(if) Each polling place designated by an irrigation district board under Subsection (2)(c)(i) shall
coincide with a polling place designated by the county clerk under Subsection (2)(a)(ii).
©)
(&) Theclerk of each special district with a board member position to be filled at the next municipal
general election or regular general election, as applicable, shall provide notice of
(i) each elective position of the special district to be filled at the next municipal general election or
regular general election, as applicable;
(if) the constitutional and statutory qualifications for each position; and
(iii) the dates and times for filing a declaration of candidacy.
(b) If the election isto be held at the same time as the municipal general election, a declaration of
candidacy shall be filed on the days specified in Subsection 20A-9-203(3)(a)(i).
(c) If the electionisto be held at the same time as the regular general election, a declaration of
candidacy shall be filed by the deadline stated in Subsection 20A-9-201.5(2).
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(4) The clerk of the specia district shall publish the notice described in Subsection (3)(a) for the special
district, asaclass A notice under Section 63G-30-102, for at least 10 days before the first day for
filing a declaration of candidacy.

®)

(&) Except as provided in Subsection (5)(c), to become a candidate for an elective special district board
position, an individual shall file a declaration of candidacy in person with an official designated by
the special district within the candidate filing period for the applicable election year in which the
election for the specia district board is held and:

(i) during the special district's standard office hours, if the standard office hours provide at |east
three consecutive office hours each day during the candidate filing period that is not a holiday or
weekend; or

(i) if the standard office hours of a special district do not provide at |east three consecutive office
hours each day, athree-hour consecutive time period each day designated by the special district
during the candidate filing period that is not a holiday or weekend.

(b) When the candidate filing deadline falls on a Saturday, Sunday, or holiday, the filing time shall be
extended until the close of normal office hours on the following regular business day.

(c) Subject to Subsection (5)(f), an individual may designate an agent to file a declaration of candidacy
with the official designated by the special district if:

(i) theindividual islocated outside of the state during the entire filing period;

(if) the designated agent appears in person before the official designated by the special district; and

(iii) theindividual communicates with the official designated by the special district using an electronic
device that allows the individual and officia to see and hear each other.

(d)

(i) Beforethefiling officer may accept any declaration of candidacy from an individual, the filing
officer shall:

(A) readto theindividual the constitutional and statutory qualification requirements for the office
that the individual is seeking; and

(B) requiretheindividual to state whether the individual meets those requirements.

(it) If theindividua does not meet the qualification requirements for the office, the filing officer may
not accept the individual's declaration of candidacy.
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(iii) If it appears that the individual meets the requirements of candidacy, the filing officer shall accept
the individual's declaration of candidacy.
(e) The declaration of candidacy shall be in substantially the following form:

"I, (print name) , being first duly sworn, say that | reside at (Street)
, City of , County of , State of Utah, (Zip
Code) , (Telephone Number, if any) ; that | meet the qualifications for the
office of board of trustees member for (state the name of the specia

district); that | am a candidate for that office to be voted upon at the next election; and that, if filing
viaadesignated agent, | will be out of the state of Utah during the entire candidate filing period, and
| hereby request that my name be printed upon the official ballot for that election.
(Signed)
Subscribed and sworn to (or affirmed) before me by onthis___ dayof

(Signed)
(Clerk or Notary Public)".
(f) An agent designated under Subsection (5)(c) may not sign the form described in Subsection (5)(e).
(g) Eachindividual wishing to become avalid write-in candidate for an elective special district board
position is governed by Section 20A-9-601.
(h) If at least one individual does not file a declaration of candidacy as required by this section,

an individual shall be appointed to fill that board position in accordance with the appointment
provisions of Section 20A-1-512.
() If only one candidate files a declaration of candidacy and there is no write-in candidate who
complies with Section 20A-9-601, the board, in accordance with Section 20A-1-206, may:
(i) consider the candidate to be elected to the position; and
(if) cancel the election.
(6)
(@ A primary election may be held if:
(i) theelection isauthorized by the special district board; and
(if) the number of candidates for a particular local board position or office exceeds twice the
number of persons needed to fill that position or office.
(b) The primary election shall be conducted:
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(i) on the same date as the municipal primary election or the regular primary election, as applicable; and

(i) according to the procedures for primary elections provided under Title 20A, Election Code.

(7)

(@) Except as provided in Subsection (7)(c), within one business day after the deadline for filing a
declaration of candidacy, the specia district clerk shall certify the candidate names to the clerk of
each county in which the special district islocated.

(b)

(i) Except as provided in Subsection (7)(c) and in accordance with [Section-20A-6-305] Sections
20A-6-109 and 20A-6-110, the clerk of each county in which the special district islocated and
the special district clerk shall coordinate [the]placement of the name of each candidate for special

district office in the nonpartisan section of the ballot with the appropriate election officer.

(i) 1f consolidation of the special district election ballot with the municipal general election ballot or
the regular general election ballot, as applicable, is not feasible, the special district board of trustees,
in consultation with the county clerk, shall provide for a separate special district election ballot to be

administered by poll workers at polling places designated under Subsection (2).

(©

(i) Subsections (7)(a) and (b) do not apply to an election of a member of the board of anirrigation
district established under Chapter 2a, Part 5, Irrigation District Act.

(ii) The board of an irrigation district shall:
(A) subject to Subsections (7)(c)(ii)(B) and (C), establish the form of the ballot for a board member
election;

(B) ensurethat the ballot isin a nonpartisan format; and

(C) ensure that the name of each candidate is placed on the ballot in accordance with Sections
20A-6-109 and 20A-6-110.

(8)
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(@) Eachvoter at an election for a board of trustees member of a special district shall:
(i) bearegistered voter within the district, except for an election of:

(A) anirrigation district board of trustees member; or

(B) abasic special district board of trustees member who is elected by property owners; and
(if) meet the requirements to vote established by the district.

(b) Each voter may vote for as many candidates as there are offices to be filled.

(c) The candidates who receive the highest number of votes are elected.

(9) Except as otherwise provided by this section, the election of special district board membersis
governed by Title 20A, Election Code.

(10)

() Except as provided in Subsection 17B-1-303(8), a person elected to serve on a specia district board
shall serve afour-year term, beginning at noon on the January 1 after the person's election.

(b) A person elected shall be sworn in as soon as practical after January 1.

(11)

() Except as provided in Subsection (11)(b), each special district shall reimburse the county or
municipality holding an election under this section for the costs of the election attributable to that
special district.

(b) Eachirrigation district shall bear the district's own costs of each election the district holds under this
section.

(12) This section does not apply to an improvement district that provides electric or gas service.

(13) Except as provided in Subsection 20A-3a-605(1)(b), the provisions of Title 20A, Chapter 3a, Part
6, Early Voting, do not apply to an election under this section.

(14)

(8 Asused in this Subsection (14), "board" means:

(i) aspecia district board; or
(if) the administrative control board of a special service district that has elected members on the
board.

(b) If aboard desiresto hold elections for membership on the board at aregular general election instead
of amunicipal general election, or at amunicipal genera election instead of aregular general
election, the board may submit an application to the lieutenant governor that:
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(i) requests permission to change the election year for membership on the board in a manner described
in this Subsection (14)(b);

(i) indicatesthat a change in the election year is beneficial, based on potential cost savings, a potential
increase in voter turnout, or another material reason; and

(iii) if achange in the election year may result in shortening a board member's term of office, indicates
that the members of the board unanimously support the lieutenant governor taking that action.

(c) Upon receipt of an application described in Subsection (14)(b), the lieutenant governor may approve
theif:

(i) thelieutenant governor concludes that changing the election year is beneficial based on the criteria
described in Subsection (14)(b)(ii); and

(if) for an application that may result in shortening a board member's term of office, the application
satisfies the unanimity requirement described in Subsection (14)(b)(iii).

(d) If the lieutenant governor approves a board's application described in this section:

(i) al future elections for membership on the board shall be held at the time of the general election
specified in the application; and

(i) the board may not hold elections at the time of an election other than the general election specified
in the application, unless the board receives permission from the lieutenant governor to change the
election under the same procedure, and by applying the same criteria, described in this Subsection
(14).

(15)

(8 This Subsection (15) appliesto a special district if:
(i) the special district's board members are elected by the owners of real property, as provided in

Subsection 17B-1-1402(1)(b); and

(i) the special district was created before January 1, 2020.

(b) The board of a special district described in Subsection (15)(a) may conduct an election:

(i) tofill aboard member position that expires at the end of the term for that board member's position;
and

(i) notwithstanding Subsection 20A-1-512(1)(a)(i), to fill avacancy in an unexpired term of a board
member.

(c) An éelection under Subsection (15)(b) may be conducted as determined by the special district board,
subject to Subsection (15)(d).
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(d)
(i) The specia district board shall provide to property owners eligible to vote at the special district
election:
(A) notice of the election; and
(B) aform to nominate an eligible individual to be elected as a board member.
(if)
(A) The special district board may establish a deadline for a property owner to submit a nomination
form.
(B) A deadline under Subsection (15)(d)(ii)(A) may not be earlier than 15 days after the board provides
the notice and nomination form under Subsection (15)(d)(i).
(iii)
(A) After the deadline for submitting nomination forms, the special district board shall provide a ballot
to all property owners eligible to vote at the special district election.
(B) A special district board shall allow at least five days for ballots to be returned.
(iv) A specia district board shall certify the results of an election under this Subsection (15) during an
open meeting of the board.
Section 2. Section 2 is enacted to read:
20A-6-109. Appear ance of candidate's name on ballot -- {Use-of middle nameor nickname}
Name variations -- Appeal.

(1) Except as otherwise provided in this section, an election officer shall ensure that a candidate's

name appears on the ballot with the candidate's legal first name, followed by the candidate's [egal

{£3)} (2) An election officer shall place on the ballot a candidate's legal middle name {en} , or a

{baltet} common derivative of the candidate's legal middle name, in place of the candidate's legal
first name, if:

(a) the candidate normally uses the candidate's legal middle name, or the common derivative, instead of

the candidate's legal first name; and
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(b) no later than 5 p.m. on the day on which the applicable declaration of candidacy period ends, the
candidate files with the election officer:

(i) arequest that the election officer place on the ballot the candidate's |legal middle name { onthe baltot
} , or acommon derivative of the candidate's legal middle name, instead of the candidate's legal first

name, specifying the candidate's legal middle name, or the common derivative of the candidate's

legal middle name;

(ii) an affidavit signed by the candidate in which the candidate states, under penalty of perjury, that the

candidate is generally known by acquaintances in the candidate's county of residence by the legal

middle name, or the common derivative of the legal middle name, specified in the request described
in Subsection { (3)(b}{H} (2)(b)(i), and stated in the affidavit, instead of the candidate's legal first
name; and

(iii) an affidavit signed by five residents of the candidate's county of residence who are not immediate

family members of the candidate stating, under penalty of perjury, that the candidate is generally

known by acquaintances in the candidate's county of residence by the legal middle name, or the

common derivative of the legal middle name, specified in the request described in Subsection {{3)
(oYt} (2)(b)(i), and stated in the affidavit, instead of the candidate's legal first name.
{(4)} €] {In addition } %to{ andidate's hame appearing on-aballot-as otherwi
inthissection} Subsection (4), an election officer shall {includeenthebaltet} place acandidate's
nickname { used-by the candidate,-set-of f in-quotation-marks} on a ballot, if:
(a) the election officer determines that the nickname:

(i) doesnot imply that the candidate is an individual other than the candidate, regardless of whether the
individual isliving or deceased;
(i) does not constitute a slogan;

(iii) does not associate the candidate with an economic, religious, political, or other group, issue, or
opinion;
(iv) isnot offensive, profane, or spurious; and

(v) isnot atitle, rank, degree, certification, job description, or similar designation; and

(b) no later than 5 p.m. on the day on which the applicable declaration of candidacy period ends, the
candidate files with the election officer:

-10-
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(i) arequest that the election officer {inelude} place the candidate's nickname on the ballot, specifying
the desired nickname and, in accordance with Subsection (4), the desired placement of the

nickname;

(ii) an affidavit signed by the candidate in which the candidate states, under penalty of perjury, that the
candidate:

(A) isgenerally known by acquaintances in the candidate's county of residence by the nickname
specified in the request described in Subsection { {(4)(b)(1)-} (3)(b)(i) and stated in the affidavit; and

(B) isnot using the nickname to gain an advantage on the ballot; and

(iii) an affidavit signed by five residents of the candidate's county of residence who are not immediate

family members of the candidate stating, under penalty of perjury, that the candidate is generally

known by acquaintances in the candidate's county of residence by the nickname specified in the
request described in Subsection { (4)(b)(i)-} (3)(b)(i) and stated in the affidavit.

{5}

(4) If, under Subsection (3), an election officer places a candidate's nickname on the ballot, the

candidate may choose one of the following:

to place the nickname on the ballot before or after the candidate's legal first name;

A

to place the nickname on the ballot before or after the candidate's legal middle name, if the

candidate's legal middle name appears on the ballot under Subsection (2) or (7); or

(c) to place the nickname on the ballot in place of the candidate's Iegal first name.

{a)} (5 An election officer may, without requiring compliance with Subsection {{4)} (3), approve a

written request filed with the election officer no later than 5 p.m. on the day on which the applicable

declaration of candidacy period ends, to:

{(h} (a) {approve} place on the{useof} ballot anicknameinstead of alegal first name, { and
witheut reguiring-the nickname to-appear-in-quetes;} if the nickname is a common derivative of
the legal first name; { or}

{(iH} (b) {approve} place onthe{useof} ballot thefirstinitial of alegal middie name between a
legal first name, or acommon derivative of the legal first name, and alegal last name{:} ; or

{{)} (c) {approve} place on the ballot the{use} first initial of a{nickname instead-of } legal
first name before alega middle name, { andrwitheutreguiring} or a common derivative of

-11-
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the { nickname to-appear-in-quotes} legal middle name, if the { nicknameis} candidate's |egal
middle name, or acommon derivative of the legal middle name{:-er} , appears on the ballot under
Subsection (2) or (7).

(@) An election officer shall approve or reject arequest filed { in-accordancewith-} under Subsection
{3)by} (2)(b), (3)(b), or {{4}{by} (5) within five business days after the day on which the election
officer receives the request.

(b) Failure by an election officer to timely comply with Subsection (6)(a) is considered a rejection of
the request.

(c) If an election officer rejects a request { to-place-amiddie name on-aballet-under-Subsection(3);
refects arequestto-place antekname enabaltet-under} described in Subsection {{4):} (6)(a) or
fails to timely comply with Subsection (6)(a), the candidate may, within five days after the day of

the rejection or, if the election officer fails to timely comply with Subsection (6)(a), within five
days after the day of the deadline described in Subsection (6)(a), appeal the rejection to a court with
jurisdiction.

(7) If two or more candidates for the same office have the same or similar names, the election officer

may do one of the following, to the extent the election officer determines necessary, to differentiate

between the candidates:

(a) for one or more of the candidates, include the candidate's legal middle name, in addition to the

candidate's legal first name and legal last name; or

(b) negotiate another manner of differentiation with the candidates who have the same or similar names.
{{A} (8) Regardless of whether an election officer approves {theuse} placement of a{midete}
candidate's name{;-} on the ballot in a{nickhame,-acommon-derivativenickname or-an-initial
underthissection} manner other than the candidate's legal first name followed by the candidate's
legal last name, the candidate's legal name will be used to determine the order of placement on the
ballot under Section 20A-6-110.
Section 3. Section 20A-6-110 is renumbered and amended to read:
[20A-6-305}-20A-6-110. M aster ballot position list -- Random selection -- Procedures --

Publication -- Surname -- Exemptions -- Ballot order.

-12 -
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(1) Asusedin thissection, "master ballot position list" means an official list of the 26 charactersin the
alphabet listed in random order and numbered from one to 26 as provided under Subsection (2).

(2) The lieutenant governor shall:

(@) within 30 days after the candidate filing deadline in each even-numbered year, conduct a random
selection to create a master ballot position list for all elections in accordance with procedures
established under Subsection (2)(c);

(b) publish the master ballot position list on the lieutenant governor's el ection website no later than 15
days after creating the list; and

(c) establish written procedures for:

(i) the election official to use the master ballot position list; and

(i) thelieutenant governor in:

(A) conducting the random selection in afair manner; and

(B) providing arecord of the random sel ection process used.

(3) Inaccordance with the written procedures established under Subsection (2)(c)(i), an election officer
shall use the master ballot position list for the current year to determine the order in which to list
candidates on the ballot for an election held during the year.

(4) To determine the order in which to list candidates on the ballot required under Subsection (3), the
election officer shall apply the randomized al phabet using:

(a) the candidate's surname;

(b) for candidates with a surname that has the same spelling[{} {3}

{0} thecandidates{[} given{}] first} -name{[} and] {or} :

(i) the candidate'slegal first name; or

(i) {thecandidatesmiddle} if the candidates also have alegal first name{ -} that has the { candidate
gualifies} same spelling, { tnder-Seetion20A-6-109to-ptace} the candidate's |egal middle { name
onthe ballet-instead of the eandidate'sfirst} name; and

(c) the surname of the president and the surname of the governor for an election for the offices of

president and vice president and governor and lieutenant governor.
(5) Subsections (1) through (4) do not apply to:
(@) an election for an office for which only one candidate is listed on the ballot; or
(b) ajudicial retention election under Section 20A-12-201.

-13-
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(6) Subject to Subsection (7), each ticket that appears on a ballot for an election shall appear separately,
in the following order:
371 (@) for federa office:
372 (i) president and vice president of the United States,
373 (i) United States Senate office; and
374  (iii) United States House of Representatives office;
375 (b) for state office:
376 (i) governor and lieutenant governor;
377 (i) attorney general;
378  (iil) state auditor;
379 (iv) statetreasurer;
380 (v) state Senate office;
381 (vi) state House of Representatives office; and
382 (vii) State Board of Education member;
383 (c) for county office:
384 (i) county executive office;
385 (ii) county legidative body member;
386  (iii) county assessor;
387 (iv) county or district attorney;
388 (v) county auditor;
389  (vi) county clerk;
390 (vii) county recorder;
391  (viii) county sheriff;
392 (ix) county surveyor;
393 (x) county treasurer; and
394  (xi) local school board member;
395 (d) for municipa office:
396 (i) mayor; and
397 (ii) city or town council member;
398 (e) eected planning and service district council member;
399 (f) judicial retention questions; and

-14 -
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(g) ballot propositions not described in Subsection (6)(f).

(7)

(a) A ticket for arace for acombined office shall appear on the ballot in the place of the earliest ballot
ticket position that is reserved for an office that is subsumed in the combined office.

(b) Each ticket, other than aticket described in Subsection (6)(f), shall list:

(i) each candidate in accordance with Subsections (1) through (4); and

(if) except as otherwise provided in thistitle, the party name, initials, or title following each candidate's
name.

Section 4. Section 20A-6-203 is amended to read:
20A-6-203. Ballotsfor regular primary elections.

(1) The lieutenant governor, together with county clerks, suppliers of election materials, and
representatives of registered political parties, shall:

(a) develop ballotsto be used in Utah'sregular primary election;

(b) ensure that the ballots comply[-generally], where applicable, with the requirements of Title 20A,
Chapter 6, Part 1, General Requirements for All Ballots, Section 20A-6-109, Section 20A-6-110,
and this section; and

(c) provide voting booths, election records and supplies, ballot boxes, and as applicable, voting devices,

for each voting precinct as required by Section 20A-5-403.

2

(@) Notwithstanding the requirements of Subsections (1)(b) and (c), Title 20A, Chapter 6, Part 1,
General Requirements for All Ballots, and Sections 20A-5-403, 20A-6-401, and 20A-6-401.1, the
lieutenant governor, together with county clerks, suppliers of election materials, and representatives
of registered political parties shall ensure that the ballots, voting booths, election records and
supplies, and ballot boxes:
(i) facilitate the distribution, voting, and tallying of ballotsin a primary where not all voters are

authorized to vote for a party's candidate;

(it) simplify the task of poll workers, particularly in determining avoter's party affiliation;
(iif) minimize the possibility of spoiled ballots due to voter confusion; and
(iv) protect against fraud.

(b) To accomplish the requirements of this Subsection (2), the lieutenant governor, county clerks,
suppliers of election materials, and representatives of registered political parties shall:
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(i) mark ballots as being for a particular registered political party; and

(i) instruct individuals counting the ballots to count only those votes for candidates from the registered
political party whose ballot the voter received.

Section 5. Section 20A-6-301 is amended to read:
20A-6-301. Manual ballots -- Regular general election.

(1) Each election officer shall ensure that:

(@) al manual ballots furnished for use at the regular general election contain:

(i) no captions or other endorsements except as provided in this section;

(if) no symbols, markings, or other descriptions of apolitical party or group, except for aregistered
political party that has chosen to nominate its candidates in accordance with Section 20A-9-403; and

(iii) no indication that a candidate for elective office has been nominated by, or has been endorsed
by, or isin any way affiliated with a political party or group, unless the candidate has been
nominated by aregistered political party in accordance with Subsection 20A-9-202(4) or Subsection
20A-9-403(5);

(b) at thetop of the ballot, the following endorsements are printed in 18 point bold type:

(i) "Official Ballot for ___ County, Utah";

(ii) the date of the election; and

(iii) thewords "certified by the Clerk of County" or, as applicable, the name of a combined
office that includes the duties of a county clerk;

(c) unaffiliated candidates, candidates not affiliated with aregistered political party, and all other
candidates for elective office who were not nominated by aregistered political party in accordance
with Subsection 20A-9-202(4) or Subsection 20A-9-403(5), are listed with the other candidates
for the same office in accordance with [Section20A-6-305] Sections 20A-6-109 and 20A-6-110,

without a party name or title;

(d) eachticket containing the lists of candidates, including the party name and device, are separated by
heavy parallel lines;

(e) the officesto befilled are plainly printed immediately above the names of the candidates for those
offices,

(f) the names of candidates are printed in capital letters, not less than one-eighth nor more than one-
fourth of an inch high in heavy-faced type not smaller than 10 point, between lines or rules three-
eighths of an inch apart; and
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(g) on aticket for aracein which avoter is authorized to cast awrite-in vote and in which awrite-in
candidate is qualified under Section 20A-9-601.

(i) theballot includes a space for awrite-in candidate immediately following the last candidate listed on
that ticket; or

(ii) for the offices of president and vice president and governor and lieutenant governor, the ballot
includes two spaces for write-in candidates immediately following the last candidates on that ticket,
one placed above the other, to enable the entry of two valid write-in candidates.

(2) An €election officer shall ensure that:

(a) each individual nominated by any registered political party under Subsection 20A-9-202(4) or
Subsection 20A-9-403(5), and no other individual, is placed on the ballot:

(i) under the registered political party's name, if any; or

(if) under thetitle of the registered political party as designated by them in their certificates of
nomination or petition, or, if none is designated, then under some suitable title;

(b) the names of all unaffiliated candidates that qualify as required in Chapter 9, Part 5, Candidates not
Affiliated with a Party, are placed on the ballot;

(c) the names of the candidates for president and vice president are used on the ballot instead of the
names of the presidential electors; and

(d) the ballots contain no other names.

(3) When the ballot contains a nonpartisan section, the election officer shall ensure that:

() the designation of the office to be filled in the election and the number of candidates to be elected
are printed in type not smaller than eight point;

(b) the words designating the office are printed flush with the left-hand margin;

(c) thewords, "Votefor one" or "Voteforupto __ (the number of candidates for which the voter
may vote)" extend to the extreme right of the column;

(d) the nonpartisan candidates are grouped according to the office for which they are candidates;

(e) the namesin each group are placed in [the-order-specified-under-Section-20A-6-305] accordance
with Sections 20A-6-109 and 20A-6-110, with the surnames | ast; and

(f) each group is preceded by the designation of the office for which the candidates seek election, and

the words, "Vote for one" or "Vote for up to (the number of candidates for which the voter
may vote)," according to the number to be elected.
(4) Each election officer shall ensure that:
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500 (a) proposed amendmentsto the Utah Constitution are listed on the ballot in accordance with Section
20A-6-107;

502 (b) ballot propositions submitted to the voters are listed on the ballot in accordance with Section
20A-6-107,

504 (c) bond propositions that have qualified for the ballot are listed on the ballot under the title assigned to
each bond proposition under Section 11-14-206; and

506 (d) thejudicial retention section of the ballot includes a statement at the beginning directing voters
to the Judicia Performance Evaluation Commission's website in accordance with Subsection
20A-12-201(4).

517 Section 6. Section 20A-6-302 is amended to read:

518 20A-6-302. Manual ballots -- Placement of candidates names.

511 (1) Anelection officer shall ensure, for manual ballotsin regular general e ections, that:

512 (&) each candidateislisted by party, if nominated by aregistered political party under Subsection
20A-9-202(4) or Subsection 20A-9-403(5);

514 (b) candidates surnames are listed in aphabetical order on the ballots when two or more candidates
names are required to be listed on aticket under the title of an office; and

516 (c) the names of candidates are placed on the ballot in:

517 (i) the manner described in Section 20A-6-109; and

518 (ii) the order [specified-under-Section-20A-6-305] described in Section 20A-6-110.

519 (2

(& When thereisonly one candidate for county attorney at the regular general election in counties

that have three or fewer registered voters of the county who are licensed active membersin
good standing of the Utah State Bar, the county clerk shall cause that candidate's name and party
affiliation, if any, to be placed on a separate section of the ballot with the following question: "Shall
(name of candidate) be elected to the office of county attorney?Yes ~ No__ "

525 (b) If the number of "Yes' votes exceeds the number of "No" votes, the candidate is elected to the office
of county attorney.

527  (c) If the number of "No" votes exceeds the number of "Yes' votes, the candidate is not elected and
may not take office, nor may the candidate continue in the office past the end of the term resulting
from any prior election or appointment.

530
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(d) When the name of only one candidate for county attorney is printed on the ballot under authority
of this Subsection (2), the county clerk may not count any write-in votes received for the office of
county attorney.

(e) If noqudlified individua files for the office of county attorney or if the candidate is not elected
by the voters, the county legidlative body shall appoint the county attorney as provided in Section
20A-1-509.2.

(f) If the candidate whose name would, except for this Subsection (2)(f), be placed on the ballot under
Subsection (2)(a) has been elected on a ballot under Subsection (2)(a) to the two consecutive terms
immediately preceding the term for which the candidate is seeking election, Subsection (2)(a) does
not apply and that candidate shall be considered to be an unopposed candidate the same as any other
unopposed candidate for another office, unless a petition is filed with the county clerk before 5 p.m.
no later than one day before that year's primary election that:

() requeststhe procedure set forth in Subsection (2)(a) to be followed; and

(if) containsthe signatures of registered voters in the county representing in number at least 25% of all
votes cast in the county for all candidates for governor at the last election at which a governor was
elected.

©)

(& When thereisonly one candidate for district attorney at the regular general election in a prosecution
district that has three or fewer registered voters of the district who are licensed active membersin
good standing of the Utah State Bar, the county clerk shall cause that candidate's name and party
affiliation, if any, to be placed on a separate section of the ballot with the following question: "Shall
(name of candidate) be elected to the office of district attorney?Yes _ No___ "

(b) If the number of "Yes" votes exceeds the number of "No" votes, the candidate is elected to the office
of district attorney.

(c) If the number of "No" votes exceeds the number of "Y es' votes, the candidate is not elected and
may not take office, nor may the candidate continue in the office past the end of the term resulting
from any prior election or appointment.

(d) When the name of only one candidate for district attorney is printed on the ballot under authority
of this Subsection (3), the county clerk may not count any write-in votes received for the office of
district attorney.
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(e) If no qualified individua filesfor the office of district attorney, or if the only candidate is not
elected by the voters under this subsection, the county legiglative body shall appoint a new district
attorney for afour-year term as provided in Section 20A-1-509.2.

(f) If the candidate whose name would, except for this Subsection (3)(f), be placed on the ballot under
Subsection (3)(a) has been elected on a ballot under Subsection (3)(a) to the two consecutive terms
immediately preceding the term for which the candidate is seeking election, Subsection (3)(a) does
not apply and that candidate shall be considered to be an unopposed candidate the same as any other
unopposed candidate for another office, unless a petition is filed with the county clerk before 5 p.m.
no later than one day before that year's primary election that:

(i) requests the procedure set forth in Subsection (3)(a) to be followed; and

(if) containsthe signatures of registered voters in the county representing in number at least 25% of all
votes cast in the county for all candidates for governor at the last election at which a governor was
elected.

Section 7. Section 20A-6-401 is amended to read:
20A-6-401. Ballotsfor municipal primary elections.

(1) Each election officer shall ensure that:

(&) thefollowing endorsements are printed in 18 point bold type:

(i) "Official Primary Ballot for ___ (City or Town), Utah";

(i) the date of the election; and

(iii) afacsimile of the signature of the election officer and the election officer'stitle in eight point type;

(b) immediately below the election officer'stitle, two one-point parallel horizontal rules separate
endorsements from the rest of the ballot;

(c) immediately below the horizontal rules, an "Instructions to Voters' section is printed in 10 point
bold type that states. "To vote for a candidate, mark the space adjacent to the name(s) of the
person(s) you favor as the candidate(s) for each respective office.” followed by two one-point
parallel rules;

(d) after therules, the designation of the office for which the candidates seek nomination is printed and
thewords, "Votefor one" or "Voteforupto __ (the number of candidates for which the voter
may vote)" are printed in 10-point bold type, followed by a hair-linerule;

(e) after the hair-line rule, the names of the candidates are printed in heavy face type between lines or

rules three-eighths inch apart, in [the-order-specitied-under-Section-20A-6-305] accordance with
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Sections 20A-6-109 and 20A-6-110, with surnames last and grouped according to the office that
[they] the candidates seek;
(f) asguare with sides not less than one-fourth inch long is printed immediately adjacent to the names

of the candidates; and
(g) the candidate groups are separated from each other by one light and one heavy line or rule.
(2) A municipal primary ballot may not contain any space for write-in votes.
Section 8. Section 20A-6-401.1 is amended to read:
20A-6-401.1. Ballotsfor partisan municipal primary elections.

(1) An election officer shall ensure that:

(a) al manual ballots furnished for use at the regular primary election:

(i) separate the candidates of one political party from those of the other political parties; and

(if) contain no captions or other endorsements except as provided in this section;

(b) the names of all candidates from each party are listed on the same ballot in one or more columns
under their party name and emblem;

(c) thepolitical parties are printed on the ballot in the order specified under Section
[20A-6-305] 20A-6-110;

(d) thefollowing endorsements are printed in 18-point bold type:

(i) "Official Primary Ballot for ___ (name of municipality), Utah";

(i) the date of the election; and

(iii) afacsimile of the signature of the election officer and the election officer'stitle in eight point type;

(e) after the facsimile signature, the political party emblem and the name of the political party are
printed;

() after the party name and emblem, the ballot contains the following printed in not smaller than 10-
point bold face, double leaded type: "Instructions to Voters. To vote for a candidate, mark the space
following the name of the person for whom you wish to vote and in no other place. Do not vote for
any candidate listed under more than one party or group designation.”, followed by two one-point
paralel horizontal rules;

(g) after therules, the designation of the office for which the candidates seek nomination is printed
flush with the left-hand margin and the words, "Vote for one" or "Voteforupto __ (the number
of candidates for which the voter may vote)" are printed to extend to the extreme right of the column
in 10-point bold type, followed by a hair-linerule;
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(h) after the hair-line rule, the names of the candidates are printed in heavy face type between lines or
rules three-eighths inch apart, in [the-erder-specified-under-Section-20A-6-305] accordance with
Sections 20A-6-109 and 20A-6-110, with surnames last and grouped according to the office that
they seek;

(i) asqguare with sides not less than one-fourth inch long is printed immediately adjacent to the names of
the candidates;

() the candidate groups are separated from each other by one light and one heavy line or rule; and

(K) the nonpartisan candidates are listed as follows:

(i) immediately below the listing of the party candidates, the word "NONPARTISAN" is printed in
reverse type in an 18 point solid rule that extends the full width of the type copy of the party listing
above; and

(i) below "NONPARTISAN," the office, the number of candidates to vote for, the candidate's name,
the voting square, and any other necessary information is printed in the same style and manner as for
party candidates.

(2) For mechanical ballots, the election officer may require that:

(a) theballot for aregular primary election consist of several groups of pages or display screens, so that
a separate group can be used to list the names of candidates seeking nomination of each qualified
political party, with additional groups used to list candidates for other nonpartisan offices;

(b) the separate groups of pages or display screens are identified by color or other suitable means; and

(c) theballot contains instructions that direct the voter how to vote the ballot.

Section 9. Section 20A-6-402 is amended to read:
20A-6-402. Ballots for municipal general elections.

(1) Except as otherwise required for arace conducted by instant runoff voting under Title 20A, Chapter
4, Part 6, Municipal Alternate Voting Methods Pilot Project, for amanual ballot at a municipal
general election, an election officer shall ensure that:

(@) the names of the two candidates who received the highest number of votes for mayor in the
municipal primary are placed upon the ballot;

(b) if nomunicipal primary election was held, the names of the candidates who filed declarations of
candidacy for municipal offices are placed upon the ballot;

(c) for other offices:
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(i) twicethe number of candidates as there are positions to be filled are certified as eligible for election
in the municipal general election from those candidates who received the greater number of votesin
the primary election; and

(if) the names of those candidates are placed upon the municipal general election ballot;

(d) the names of the candidates are placed on the ballot in [the erder-specified-under-Section
20A-6-305] accordance with Sections 20A-6-109 and 20A-6-110;

(e) inan election in which avoter is authorized to cast awrite-in vote and where awrite-in candidate is

gualified under Section 20A-9-601, awrite-in areais placed upon the ballot that contains, for each
officein which thereis aqualified write-in candidate:

(i) ablank, horizontal line to enable a voter to submit avalid write-in candidate; and

(if) asquare or other conforming areathat is adjacent to or opposite the blank horizontal line to enable
the voter to indicate the voter's vote;

(f) ballot propositions that have qualified for the ballot, including propositions submitted to the voters
by the municipality, municipal initiatives, and municipal referenda, are listed on the ballot in
accordance with Section 20A-6-107; and

(g9) bond propositions that have qualified for the ballot are listed on the ballot under the title assigned to
each bond proposition under Section 11-14-206.

(2) Except as otherwise required for arace conducted by instant runoff voting under Title 20A, Chapter
4, Part 6, Municipal Alternate Voting Methods Pilot Project, when using a mechanical ballot at
municipal genera elections, each election officer shall ensure that:

(a) thefollowing endorsements are displayed on the first portion of the ballot:

(i) "Official Ballot for ____ (City or Town), Utah";

(ii) the date of the election; and

(iii) afacsimile of the signature of the election officer and the election officer's title;

(b) immediately below the election officer'stitle, adistinct border or line separates the endorsements
from the rest of the ballot;

(c) immediately below the border or line, an "Instructions to Voters" section is displayed that states:
"To vote for a candidate, select the name(s) of the person(s) you favor as the candidate(s) for each
respective office." followed by another border or line;
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(d) after the border or line, the designation of the office for which the candidates seek election is
displayed, and the words, "Vote for one" or "Voteforupto _ (the number of candidates for
which the voter may vote)" are displayed, followed by aline or border;

(e) after the line or border, the names of the candidates are displayed in [the-order-specified-under
Seetion-20A-6-305] accordance with Sections 20A-6-109 and 20A-6-110, with surnames last and
grouped according to the office that [they] the candidates seek;

(f) avoting square or position is located adjacent to the name of each candidate;

(g) following the name of the last candidate for each office in which awrite-in candidate is qualified
under Section 20A-9-601, the ballot contains awrite-in space where the voter may enter the name of
and vote for avalid write-in candidate for the office; and

(h) the candidate groups are separated from each other by aline or border.

(3) When amunicipality has chosen to nominate candidates by convention or committee, the election
officer shall ensure that the party name is included with the candidate's name on the ballot.

Section 10. Section 20A-9-201 is amended to read:

20A-9-201. Declarations of candidacy -- Candidacy for more than one office or of morethan
one political party prohibited with exceptions-- General filing and form requirements -- Affidavit
of impecuniosity.

(1) Beforefiling adeclaration of candidacy for election to any office, an individual shall:

(a) beaUnited States citizen;

(b) meet the legal requirements of that office; and

(c) if seeking aregistered political party's nomination as a candidate for elective office, state:

() theregistered political party of which the individual isamember; or

(ii) that theindividual is not amember of aregistered political party.

2

(a) Except as provided in Subsection (2)(b), an individual may not:

(i) fileadeclaration of candidacy for, or be a candidate for, more than one office in Utah during any
election year;

(if) appear on the ballot as the candidate of more than one political party; or

(iii) file adeclaration of candidacy for aregistered political party of which the individual is not
amember, except to the extent that the registered political party permits otherwise in the
registered political party's bylaws.
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(b)

(i) Anindividual may file adeclaration of candidacy for, or be a candidate for, president or vice
president of the United States and another office, if the individual resigns the individual's candidacy
for the other office after the individual is officially nominated for president or vice president of the
United States.

(i) Anindividua may file a declaration of candidacy for, or be a candidate for, more than one justice
court judge office.

(iii) Anindividual may file adeclaration of candidacy for lieutenant governor even if the individual
filed adeclaration of candidacy for another office in the same election year if the individua
withdraws as a candidate for the other office in accordance with Subsection 20A-9-202(6) before
filing the declaration of candidacy for lieutenant governor.

3

(a) Except for a candidate for president or vice president of the United States, before the filing officer
may accept any declaration of candidacy, the filing officer shall:

(i) read to theindividual the constitutional and statutory qualification requirements for the office
that the individual is seeking;

(ii) require the individual to state whether the individual meets the requirements described in
Subsection (3)(a)(i);

(ii1) if the declaration of candidacy isfor a county office, inform the individual that an individual
who holds a county elected office may not, at the same time, hold a municipal elected office;
and

(iv) if the declaration of candidacy isfor alegislative office, inform the individual that Utah
Constitution, Article VI, Section 6, prohibits a person who holds a public office of profit or
trust, under authority of the United States or Utah, from being a member of the Legidature.

(b) Before accepting a declaration of candidacy for the office of county attorney, the county clerk shall
ensure that the individual filing that declaration of candidacy is:

(i) aUnited States citizen;

(i) an attorney licensed to practice law in the state who is an active member in good standing of the
Utah State Bar;

(iii) aregistered voter in the county in which the individual is seeking office; and
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(iv) acurrent resident of the county in which the individual is seeking office and either has been a
resident of that county for at least one year before the date of the election or was appointed and
is currently serving as county attorney and became a resident of the county within 30 days after
appointment to the office.

(c) Before accepting adeclaration of candidacy for the office of district attorney, the county clerk shall
ensure that, as of the date of the election, the individual filing that declaration of candidacy is:

(i) aUnited States citizen;

(if) an attorney licensed to practice law in the state who is an active member in good standing of the
Utah State Bar;

(iii) aregistered voter in the prosecution district in which the individual is seeking office; and

(iv) acurrent resident of the prosecution district in which the individual is seeking office and either will
have been aresident of that prosecution district for at least one year before the date of the election or
was appointed and is currently serving as district attorney and became aresident of the prosecution
district within 30 days after receiving appointment to the office.

(d) Before accepting a declaration of candidacy for the office of county sheriff, the county clerk shall
ensure that the individual filing the declaration:

(i) isaUnited States citizen;

(ii) isaregistered voter in the county in which the individual seeks office;

(iii)

(A) has successfully met the standards and training requirements established for law enforcement
officers under Title 53, Chapter 6, Part 2, Peace Officer Training and Certification Act; or

(B) has met the waiver requirementsin Section 53-6-206;

(iv) isqualified to be certified as alaw enforcement officer, as defined in Section 53-13-103; and

(v) before the date of the election, will have been aresident of the county in which the individual seeks
office for at least one year.

(e) Before accepting a declaration of candidacy for the office of governor, lieutenant governor, state
auditor, state treasurer, attorney general, state legislator, or State Board of Education member, the
filing officer shall ensure that the individual filing the declaration of candidacy aso makes the
conflict of interest disclosure described in Section 20A-11-1603.
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(4) If anindividual who files a declaration of candidacy does not meet the qualification requirements
for the office the individual is seeking, the filing officer may not accept the individual's declaration
of candidacy.

(5) If anindividual who files a declaration of candidacy meets the requirements described in Subsection
(3), thefiling officer shall:

(&) inform theindividual that:

(i) subject to Section 20A-6-109, the individua's name will appear on the ballot as the individual's

name is written on the individual's declaration of candidacy;

(i) theindividua may be required to comply with state or local campaign finance disclosure laws; and

(iii) theindividual isrequired to file afinancial statement before the individual's political convention
under:

(A) Section 20A-11-204 for a candidate for constitutional office;

(B) Section 20A-11-303 for a candidate for the Legislature; or

(C) local campaign finance disclosure laws, if applicable;

(b) except for apresidential candidate, provide the individual with a copy of the current campaign
financia disclosure laws for the office the individual is seeking and inform the individual that
failure to comply will result in disqualification as a candidate and removal of the individual's name
from the ballot;

(©

(i) providetheindividual with acopy of Section 20A-7-801 regarding the Statewide Electronic
Voter Information Website Program and inform the individual of the submission deadline under
Subsection 20A-7-801(4)(a);

(if) inform the individual that the individual must provide the filing officer with an email address that
the individual actively monitors:

(A) to receive acommunication from afiling officer or an election officer; and

(B) if theindividual wishesto display a candidate profile on the Statewide Electronic Voter Information
Website, to submit to the website the biographical and other information described in Subsection
20A-7-801(4)(a)(ii);

(iii) inform the individual that the email address described in Subsection (5)(c)(ii) is not arecord under
Title 63G, Chapter 2, Government Records Access and Management Act; and

(iv) obtain from the individual the email address described in Subsection (5)(c)(ii);
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(d) provide the candidate with a copy of the pledge of fair campaign practices described under Section
20A-9-206 and inform the candidate that:
(i) signing the pledgeis voluntary; and
(i1) signed pledges shall be filed with the filing officer;
(e) accept the individual's declaration of candidacy; and
(f) if theindividual hasfiled for a partisan office, provide a certified copy of the declaration of
candidacy to the chair of the county or state political party of which the individual is a member.
(6) If the candidate €elects to sign the pledge of fair campaign practices, the filing officer shall:
(a) accept the candidate's pledge; and
(b) if the candidate hasfiled for a partisan office, provide a certified copy of the candidate's pledge to
the chair of the county or state political party of which the candidate is a member.
(7)
(8) Except for acandidate for president or vice president of the United States, the form of the
declaration of candidacy shall:
(i) besubstantially asfollows:
"State of Utah, County of _
[ , declare my candidacy for the office of _, seeking the nomination of

the party. | do solemnly swear, under penalty of perjury, that: | will meet the qualifications
to hold the office, both legally and constitutionally, if selected; | reside at inthe

Cityor Townof _ ,Utah,ZipCode _ PhoneNo. ;I will not knowingly violate any law
governing campaigns and elections; if filing viaa designated agent, | will be out of the state of
Utah during the entire candidate filing period; | will file all campaign financial disclosure reports
as required by law; and | understand that failure to do so will result in my disqualification asa
candidate for this office and removal of my name from the ballot. The mailing address that |
designate for receiving official election noticesis

Subscribed and sworn before me this (month\day\year).
Notary Public (or other officer qualified to administer oath)."; and
(if) require the candidate to state, in the sworn statement described in Subsection (7)(@)(i):
(A) theregistered political party of which the candidate is a member; or
(B) that the candidate is not a member of aregistered political party.
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862 (b) An agent designated under Subsection 20A-9-202(1)(c) to file a declaration of candidacy may not
sign the form described in Subsection (7)(a) or Section 20A-9-408.5.
865 (8)

(@) Except for a candidate for president or vice president of the United States, the fee for filing a

declaration of candidacy is:

867 (i) $50 for candidates for the local school district board; and

868 (i) $50 plus 1/8 of 1% of the total salary for the full term of office legally paid to the person

holding the office for al other federal, state, and county offices.

870 (b) Except for presidential candidates, the filing officer shall refund the filing fee to any candidate:

872 (i) whoisdisgualified; or

873  (ii) who thefiling officer determines has filed improperly.

874 (c)

(i) The county clerk shall immediately pay to the county treasurer all fees received from candidates.

876  (ii) Thelieutenant governor shall:

877 (A) apportion to and pay to the county treasurers of the various counties all fees received for filing of
nomination certificates or acceptances; and

879 (B) ensurethat each county receives that proportion of the total amount paid to the lieutenant governor
from the congressional district that the total vote of that county for al candidates for representative
in Congress bears to the total vote of al counties within the congressional district for all candidates
for representative in Congress.

884 (d)

(i) A person who isunable to pay the filing fee may file a declaration of candidacy without payment
of the filing fee upon a prima facie showing of impecuniosity as evidenced by an affidavit of
impecuniosity filed with the filing officer and, if requested by the filing officer, afinancial statement
filed at the time the affidavit is submitted.

889 (ii) A personwho isableto pay the filing fee may not claim impecuniosity.
890  (iii)

(A) False statements made on an affidavit of impecuniosity or afinancial statement filed under this
section shall be subject to the criminal penalties provided under Sections 76-8-503 and 76-8-504 and
any other applicable criminal provision.

894
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(B) Conviction of acriminal offense under Subsection (8)(d)(iii)(A) shall be considered an offense
under thistitle for the purposes of assessing the penalties provided in Subsection 20A-1-609(2).
(iv) Thefiling officer shall ensure that the affidavit of impecuniosity is printed in substantially the
following form:
"Affidavit of Impecuniosity
Individual Name Address
Phone Number

[ (name), do solemnly [swear] [affirm], under penalty of law for

false statements, that, owing to my poverty, | am unable to pay the filing fee required by law.

Date Signature

Affiant

Subscribed and sworn to before me on (month\day\year)
(signature)

Name and Title of Officer Authorized to Administer Oath
(v) Thefiling officer shall provide to a person who requests an affidavit of impecuniosity a

statement printed in substantially the following form, which may be included on the affidavit of
impecuniosity:

"Filing afalse statement isa criminal offense. In accordance with Section 20A-1-609, a
candidate who is found guilty of filing afalse statement, in addition to being subject to criminal
penalties, will be removed from the ballot.”

(vi) Thefiling officer may request that a person who makes a claim of impecuniosity under this
Subsection (8)(d) file afinancial statement on aform prepared by the election official.
(9) Anindividual who failsto file adeclaration of candidacy or certificate of nomination within the
time provided in this chapter isineligible for nomination to office.
(10) A declaration of candidacy filed under this section may not be amended or modified after the final
date established for filing a declaration of candidacy.
Section 11. Section 20A-9-203 is amended to read:
20A-9-203. Declar ations of candidacy -- Municipal general elections -- Nomination petition --
Removal of signature.
(1) Anindividual may become a candidate for any municipal officeif:

-30-



929
930

933

936

940

943

947

950

955
956

958
959

SB0054 compar ed with SB0054S01

(@) theindividual is aregistered voter; and

(b)

(i) theindividua has resided within the municipality in which the individual seeksto hold elective
office for the 12 consecutive months immediately before the date of the election; or

(ii) theterritory in which the individual resides was annexed into the municipality, the individual has
resided within the annexed territory or the municipality the 12 consecutive months immediately
before the date of the election.

)

(a) For purposes of determining whether an individual meets the residency requirement of Subsection
(D)(b)(i) in amunicipality that was incorporated less than 12 months before the election, the
municipality is considered to have been incorporated 12 months before the date of the election.

(b) Inaddition to the requirements of Subsection (1), each candidate for a municipal council position
shall, if elected from a district, be aresident of the council district from which the candidate is
elected.

(c) Inaccordance with Utah Constitution, Article IV, Section 6, a mentally incompetent individual, an
individual convicted of afelony, or an individual convicted of treason or a crime against the elective
franchise may not hold office in this state until the right to hold elective office is restored under
Section 20A-2-101.3 or 20A-2-101.5.

©)

(@ Anindividual seeking to become a candidate for amunicipal office shal, regardless of the
nomination method by which the individual is seeking to become a candidate:

(i) except as provided in Subsection (3)(b) or Chapter 4, Part 6, Municipal Alternate Voting
Methods Pilot Project, and subject to Subsection 20A-9-404(3)(e), file a declaration of
candidacy, in person with the city recorder or town clerk, during the office hours described in
Section 10-3-301 and not later than the close of those office hours, between June 1 and June 7
of any odd-numbered year; and

(ii) pay thefiling fee, if oneisrequired by municipal ordinance.

(b) Subject to Subsection (5)(b), an individual may designate an agent to file a declaration of candidacy
with the city recorder or town clerk if:

(i) theindividual islocated outside of the state during the entire filing period;

(ii) the designated agent appearsin person before the city recorder or town clerk;
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(iii) theindividual communicates with the city recorder or town clerk using an electronic device that
allowsthe individual and city recorder or town clerk to see and hear each other; and

(iv) theindividual provides the city recorder or town clerk with an email address to which the city
recorder or town clerk may send the individual the copies described in Subsection (4).

(c) Any resident of amunicipality may nominate a candidate for amunicipal office by:

(i) except as provided in Chapter 4, Part 6, Municipal Alternate VVoting Methods Pilot Project, filing a
nomination petition with the city recorder or town clerk during the office hours described in Section
10-3-301 and not later than the close of those office hours, between June 1 and June 7 of any odd-
numbered year that includes signatures in support of the nomination petition of the lesser of at least:

(A) 25registered voters who reside in the municipality; or

(B) 20% of the registered voters who reside in the municipality; and

(i) paying thefiling fee, if oneisrequired by municipal ordinance.

(4)

(a) Beforethefiling officer may accept any declaration of candidacy or nomination petition, the filing
officer shall:

(i) read to the prospective candidate or individual filing the petition the constitutional and statutory
qualification requirements for the office that the candidate is seeking;

(ii) require the candidate or individual filing the petition to state whether the candidate meets the
requirements described in Subsection (4)(a)(i); and

(iii) inform the candidate or the individual filing the petition that an individual who holds a
municipal elected office may not, at the same time, hold a county el ected office.

(b) If the prospective candidate does not meet the qualification requirements for the office, the filing
officer may not accept the declaration of candidacy or nomination petition.

(c) If it appears that the prospective candidate meets the requirements of candidacy, the filing officer
shall:

(i) inform the candidate that, subject to Section 20A-6-109, the candidate's name will appear on the

ballot asit iswritten on the declaration of candidacy;

(if) provide the candidate with a copy of the current campaign financial disclosure laws for the
office the candidate is seeking and inform the candidate that failure to comply will result in
disqualification as a candidate and removal of the candidate's name from the ballot;

-32-



998

1000
1001

1005

1008
1009

1011
1012
1013
1014
1016
1017

1020

1021

SB0054 compar ed with SB0054S01

(iii) provide the candidate with a copy of Section 20A-7-801 regarding the Statewide Electronic Voter
Information Website Program and inform the candidate of the submission deadline under Subsection
20A-7-801(4)(a);

(iv) inform the candidate that the candidate must provide the filing officer with an email address that the
candidate actively monitors:

(A) to receive acommunication from afiling officer or an election officer; and

(B) if the candidate wishes to display a candidate profile on the Statewide Electronic Voter Information
Website, to submit to the website the biographical and other information described in Subsection
20A-7-801(4)(a)(ii);

(v) inform the candidate that the email address described in Subsection (4)(c)(iv) is not arecord under
Title 63G, Chapter 2, Government Records Access and Management Act;

(vi) obtain from the candidate the email address described in Subsection (4)(c)(iv);

(vii) provide the candidate with a copy of the pledge of fair campaign practices described under Section
20A-9-206 and inform the candidate that:

(A) signing the pledge is voluntary; and

(B) signed pledges shall be filed with the filing officer; and

(viii) accept the declaration of candidacy or nomination petition.

(d) If the candidate elects to sign the pledge of fair campaign practices, the filing officer shall:

(i) accept the candidate's pledge; and

(i) if the candidate hasfiled for a partisan office, provide a certified copy of the candidate's pledge to
the chair of the county or state political party of which the candidate is a member.

©)

(@) Thedeclaration of candidacy shall be in substantially the following form:

"I, (print name) ____, being first sworn and under penalty of perjury, say that | resideat
Street, Cityof _ , County of ___, state of Utah, Zip Code ____, Telephone Number (if any)
____;that | am aregistered voter; and that | am a candidate for the officeof _ (stating the term).
I will meet the legal qualifications required of candidates for this office. If filing via a designated
agent, | attest that | will be out of the state of Utah during the entire candidate filing period. | will
file all campaign financial disclosure reports as required by law and | understand that failure to
do so will result in my disqualification as a candidate for this office and removal of my name
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from the ballot. | request that my name be printed upon the applicable official ballots. (Signed)

Subscribed and sworn to (or affirmed) beforemeby _ on this (month\day\year).
(Signed) (Clerk or other officer qualified to administer oath)."
(b) An agent designated under Subsection (3)(b) to file adeclaration of candidacy may not sign the
form described in Subsection (5)(a).
(©)
(i) A nomination petition shall be in substantially the following form:
"NOMINATION PETITION
The undersigned residents of (name of municipality), being registered voters, nominate (name

of nominee) for the office of (name of office) for the (length of term of office).”

(if) The remainder of the petition shall contain lines and columns for the signatures of individuals
signing the petition and each individua's address and phone number.

(6) If the declaration of candidacy or nomination petition fails to state whether the nomination is for the
two-year or four-year term, the clerk shall consider the nomination to be for the four-year term.

(7)

@

(i) Theclerk shall verify with the county clerk that all candidates are registered voters.

(b) With the assistance of the county clerk, and using the procedures described in Section 20A-1-1002,
the municipal clerk shall determine whether the required number of signatures of registered voters
appears on a nomination petition.

(8) Immediately after expiration of the period for filing a declaration of candidacy, the clerk shall:

() publicize alist of the names of the candidates as they will appear on the ballot by publishing the list
for the municipality, as a class A notice under Section 63G-30-102, for seven days; and

(b) notify the lieutenant governor of the names of the candidates as they will appear on the ballot.

(9) Except as provided in Subsection (10)(c), an individual may not amend a declaration of candidacy
or nomination petition filed under this section after the candidate filing period ends.

(10)

(d) A declaration of candidacy or nomination petition that an individual files under this section isvalid
unless a person files awritten objection with the clerk before 5 p.m. within 10 days after the last day
for filing.
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(b) If aperson files an objection, the clerk shall:

(i) mail or personaly deliver notice of the objection to the affected candidate immediately; and

(if) decide any objection within 48 hours after the objection isfiled.

(c) If the clerk sustains the objection, the candidate may, before 5 p.m. within three days after the day
on which the clerk sustains the objection, correct the problem for which the objection is sustained
by amending the candidate's declaration of candidacy or nomination petition, or by filing a new
declaration of candidacy.

(d)

(i) The clerk's decision upon objectionsto formisfinal.

(if) The clerk's decision upon substantive mattersis reviewable by adistrict court if prompt application
is made to the district court.

(iif) The decision of the district court isfinal unless the Supreme Court, in the exercise of its discretion,
agrees to review the lower court decision.

(11) A candidate who qualifies for the ballot under this section may withdraw as a candidate by filing a
written affidavit with the municipal clerk.

(12)

(& A voter who signs a nomination petition under this section may have the voter's signature removed
from the petition by, no later than three business days after the day on which the petition isfiled
with the city recorder or municipal clerk, submitting to the municipal clerk a statement requesting
that the voter's signature be removed.

(b) A statement described in Subsection (12)(a) shall comply with the requirements described in
Subsection 20A-1-1003(2).

(c) With the assistance of the county clerk and using the procedures described in Subsection
20A-1-1003(3), the municipal clerk shall determine whether to remove an individual's signature
from a petition after receiving atimely, valid statement requesting removal of the signature.

Section 12. Section 20A-9-403 is amended to read:
20A-9-403. Regular primary elections.

(1)

(@) Candidatesfor elective office that are to be filled at the next regular general election shall be
nominated in aregular primary election by direct vote of the people in the manner prescribed in this
section. Theregular primary election is held on the date specified in Section 20A-1-201.5. Nothing
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in this section shall affect a candidate's ability to qualify for aregular general election's ballot as an

unaffiliated candidate under Section 20A-9-501 or to participate in aregular general election asa

write-in candidate under Section 20A-9-601.

(b) Each registered political party that chooses to have the names of the registered political party's
candidates for elective office featured with party affiliation on the ballot at a regular general election
shall comply with the requirements of this section and shall nominate the registered political party's
candidates for elective office in the manner described in this section.

(c) A filing officer may not permit an official ballot at aregular general election to be produced or used
if the ballot denotes affiliation between aregistered political party or any other political group and
acandidate for elective office who is not nominated in the manner prescribed in this section or in
Subsection 20A-9-202(4).

(d) Unless noted otherwise, the dates in this section refer to those that occur in each even-numbered
year in which aregular general election will be held.

)

() Eachregistered political party, in a statement filed with the lieutenant governor, shall:

(i) ether declare the registered political party'sintent to participate in the next regular primary
election or declare that the registered political party chooses not to have the names of the
registered political party's candidates for elective office featured on the ballot at the next regular
general election; and

(i) if theregistered political party participates in the upcoming regular primary election, identify
one or more registered political parties whose members may vote for the registered political
party's candidates and whether individuals identified as unaffiliated with a political party may
vote for the registered political party's candidates.

(b)

(i) A registered political party that is a continuing political party shall file the statement described in
Subsection (2)(a) with the lieutenant governor no later than 5 p.m. on November 30 of each odd-
numbered year.

(i) An organization that is seeking to become aregistered political party under Section 20A-8-103 shall
file the statement described in Subsection (2)(a) at the time that the registered political party filesthe
petition described in Section 20A-8-103.

3)
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(@) Except as provided in Subsection (3)(e), an individual who submits a declaration of candidacy under
Section 20A-9-202 shall appear as a candidate for elective office on the regular primary ballot of the
registered political party listed on the declaration of candidacy only if the individual is certified by
the appropriate filing officer as having submitted a nomination petition that was:

(i) circulated and completed in accordance with Section 20A-9-405; and
(if) signed by at least 2% of the registered political party's members who reside in the political
division of the office that the individual seeks.

(b)

(i) A candidate for elective office shall submit signatures for a nomination petition to the appropriate
filing officer for verification and certification no later than 5 p.m. on the final day in March.

(ii) A candidate may supplement the candidate's submissions at any time on or before the filing
deadline.

(©

(i) The lieutenant governor shall determine for each elective office the total number of signatures that
must be submitted under Subsection (3)(a)(ii) or 20A-9-408(8) by counting the aggregate number
of individuals residing in each elective office's political division who have designated a particular
registered political party on the individuals voter registration forms on or before November 15 of
each odd-numbered year.

(if) The lieutenant governor shall publish the determination for each elective office no later than
November 30 of each odd-numbered year.

(d) Thefiling officer shall:

() except as otherwise provided in Section 20A-21-201, verify signatures on nomination petitionsin a
transparent and orderly manner, no later than 14 days after the day on which a candidate submits the
signatures to the filing officer;

(i) for al qualifying candidates for elective office who submit nomination petitions to the filing officer,
issue certifications referenced in Subsection (3)(a) no later than the deadline described in Subsection
20A-9-202(1)(b);

(iii) consider active and inactive voters eligible to sign nomination petitions,

(iv) consider an individual who signs a nomination petition a member of aregistered political party for
purposes of Subsection (3)(a)(ii) if the individual has designated that registered political party asthe
individual's party membership on the individual's voter registration form; and
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(v) except as otherwise provided in Section 20A-21-201 and with the assistance of the county clerk
as applicable, use the procedures described in Section 20A-1-1002 to verify submitted nomination
petition signatures, or use statistical sampling procedures to verify submitted nomination petition
signatures in accordance with rules made under Subsection (3)(f).

(e) Notwithstanding any other provision in this Subsection (3), a candidate for lieutenant governor
may appear on the regular primary ballot of aregistered political party without submitting
nomination petitions if the candidate files a declaration of candidacy and complies with Subsection
20A-9-202(3).

(f) Inaccordance with Title 63G, Chapter 3, Utah Administrative Rulemaking Act, the director of
elections, within the Office of the Lieutenant Governor, may make rules that:

(i) provide for the use of statistical sampling procedures that:

(A) filing officersare required to use to verify signatures under Subsection (3)(d); and

(B) reflect abonafide effort to determine the validity of a candidate's entire submission, using widely
recognized statistical sampling techniques; and

(if) provide for the transparent, orderly, and timely submission, verification, and certification of
nomination petition signatures.

(g) The county clerk shall:

(i) review the declarations of candidacy filed by candidates for local boards of education to determine if
more than two candidates have filed for the same seat;

(ii) placethe names of all candidates who have filed a declaration of candidacy for alocal board of
education seat on the nonpartisan section of the ballot if more than two candidates have filed for the
same seat; and

(iii) [determinethe-order-of] place the local board of education candidates names on the ballot in
accordance with [ Section-20A-6-305] Sections 20A-6-109 and 20A-6-110.

(4)

(2) Before the deadline described in Subsection 20A-9-409(4)(c), the lieutenant governor shall provide
to the county clerks:

(i) alist of the names of al candidates for federal, constitutional, multi-county, single county, and
county offices who have received certifications under Subsection (3), along with instructions
on how those names shall appear on the primary election ballot in accordance with [Seetion
20A-6-305] Sections 20A-6-109 and 20A-6-110; and
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(it) alist of unopposed candidates for e ective office who have been nominated by aregistered
political party under Subsection (5)(c) and instruct the county clerks to exclude the unopposed
candidates from the primary election ballot.

(b) A candidate for lieutenant governor and a candidate for governor campaigning as joint-ticket
running mates shall appear jointly on the primary election ballot.

(c) After the county clerk receivesthe certified list from the lieutenant governor under Subsection (4)
(@), the county clerk shall post or publish aprimary election notice in substantially the following
form:

"Notice is given that a primary election will be held Tuesday, June , (year), to

nominate party candidates for the parties and candidates for nonpartisan local school board positions

listed on the primary ballot. The polling place for voting precinct __is__ . The pollswill open

at 7 am. and continue open until 8 p.m. of the same day. Attest: county clerk."

)

(& A candidate who, at the regular primary election, receives the highest number of votes cast for the
office sought by the candidateis:

(i) nominated for that office by the candidate's registered political party; or

(ii) for anonpartisan local school board position, nominated for that office.

(b) If two or more candidates are to be elected to the office at the regular general election, those party
candidates equal in number to positions to be filled who receive the highest number of votes at the
regular primary election are the nominees of the candidates party for those positions.

(©

(i) Asused in this Subsection (5)(c), acandidate is "unopposed” if:

(A) noindividual other than the candidate receives a certification under Subsection (3) for the
regular primary election ballot of the candidate's registered political party for a particular
elective office; or

(B) for an office where more than one individual is to be elected or nominated, the number of
candidates who receive certification under Subsection (3) for the regular primary election of
the candidate's registered political party does not exceed the total number of candidates to be
elected or nominated for that office.
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(i1) A candidate who is unopposed for an elective office in the regular primary election of aregistered

(6)

(7)

D
2)

political party is nominated by the party for that office without appearing on the primary election
ballot.
The expense of providing all ballots, blanks, or other suppliesto be used at any primary election
provided for by this section, and all expenses necessarily incurred in the preparation for or the
conduct of that primary election shall be paid out of the treasury of the county or state, in the same
manner as for the regular general elections.
Anindividual may not file a declaration of candidacy for aregistered political party of which the
individual is not a member, except to the extent that the registered political party permits otherwise
under the registered political party's bylaws.

Section 13. Section 20A-9-409 is amended to read:

20A-9-409. Primary election provisionsrelating to qualified political party.
The regular primary election is held on the date specified in Section 20A-1-201.5.

(& A qualified political party that nominates one or more candidates for an elective office under Section

(b)

20A-9-407 and does not have a candidate qualify as a candidate for that office under Section
20A-9-408, may, but is not required to, participate in the primary election for that office.

A qualified political party that has only one candidate qualify as a candidate for an elective
office under Section 20A-9-408 and does not nominate a candidate for that office under Section
20A-9-407, may, but is not required to, participate in the primary election for that office.

(c) A qualified political party that nominates one or more candidates for an el ective office under Section

(d)

3

20A-9-407 and has one or more candidates qualify as a candidate for that office under Section
20A-9-408 shall participate in the primary election for that office.

A qualified political party that has two or more candidates qualify as candidates for an elective
office under Section 20A-9-408 and does not nominate a candidate for that office under Section
20A-9-407 shall participate in the primary election for that office.

Notwithstanding Subsection (2), in an opt-in county, as defined in Section 17-52a-201 or
17-52a-202, aqualified political party shall participate in the primary election for a county
commission officeif:

(@) thereismore than one:
(i) open position as defined in Section 17-52a-201; or
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(if) midterm vacancy as defined in Section 17-52a-201; and

(b) the number of candidates nominated under Section 20A-9-407 or qualified under Section 20A-9-408
for the respective open positions or midterm vacancies exceeds the number of respective open
positions or midterm vacancies.

(4)

(8 Asused in this Subsection (4), acandidate is "unopposed"” if:

(i) noindividual other than the candidate receives a certification, from the appropriate filing officer,
for the regular primary election ballot of the candidate's registered political party for a particular
elective office; or

(it) for an office where more than one individual isto be elected or nominated, the number of
candidates who receive certification, from the appropriate filing officer, for the regular primary
election of the candidate's registered political party does not exceed the total number of
candidates to be elected or nominated for that office.

(b) Before the deadline described in Subsection (4)(c), the lieutenant governor shall:

(i) provideto the county clerks:

(A) alist of the names of all candidates for federal, constitutional, multi-county, single county, and
county offices who have received certifications from the appropriate filing officer, along with
instructions on how those names shall appear on the primary election ballot in accordance with
[Section-20A-6-305] Sections 20A-6-109 and 20A-6-110; and

(B) alist of unopposed candidates for elective office who have been nominated by aregistered political

party; and
(i) instruct the county clerks to exclude unopposed candidates from the primary election ballot.
(c) The deadline described in Subsection (4)(b) is5 p.m. on the first Wednesday after the fourth
Saturday in April.
Section 14. Section 20A-12-201 is amended to read:
20A-12-201. Judicial appointees-- Retention elections.
1)
() Eachjudicial appointee to acourt is subject to an unopposed retention election at the first general
election held more than three years after the judge or justice was appointed.
(b) After thefirst retention election:
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(i) each Supreme Court justice shall be on the regular general election ballot for an unopposed retention
election every tenth year; and

(i) each judge of other courts shall be on the regular general election ballot for an unopposed retention
election every sixth year.

)

() Each justice or judge of acourt of record who wishesto retain office shall, in the year the justice or
judge is subject to aretention election:

(i) fileadeclaration of candidacy with the lieutenant governor, or with the county clerk in the
candidate's county of residence, within the period beginning on July 1 and ending at 5 p.m. on
July 15 in the year of aregular general election; and

(i) pay afiling fee of $50.

(b)

(i) Each justice court judge who wishes to retain office shall, in the year the justice court judge is
subject to aretention election:

(A) fileadeclaration of candidacy with the lieutenant governor, or with the county clerk in the
candidate's county of residence, within the period beginning on July 1 and ending at 5 p.m. on
July 15 in the year of aregular general election; and

(B) pay afiling fee of $25 for each judicial office.

(i) 1f ajustice court judge is appointed or elected to more than one judicial office, the declaration of
candidacy shall identify all of the courts included in the same general election.

(iii) If ajustice court judge is appointed or elected to more than one judicial office, filing a declaration
of candidacy in one county in which one of those courtsislocated isvalid for the courtsin any other
county.

3

(&) Thelieutenant governor shall, no later than August 31 of each regular general election year:

(i) transmit a certified list containing the names of the justices of the Supreme Court, judges of the
Court of Appeals, and judges of the Business and Chancery Court declaring their candidacy to
the county clerk of each county; and

(it) transmit a certified list containing the names of judges of other courts declaring their candidacy
to the county clerk of each county in the geographic division in which the judge filing the
declaration holds office.
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(b) Each county clerk shall place the names of justices and judges standing for retention election:
(i) inthe nonpartisan section of the ballot[-] ; and

(ii) in accordance with Section 20A-6-1009.

(4)

() Atthe general election, the ballots shall contain:

(i) at the beginning of the judicia retention section of the ballot, the following statement:

"Vidit judges.utah.gov to learn about the Judicial Performance Evaluation Commission's
recommendations for each judge”; and
(if) asto each justice or judge of any court to be voted on in the county, the following question:
"Shall (name of justice or judge) be retained in the office

of ? (name of office, such as "Justice of the Supreme Court of
Utah"; "Judge of the Court of Appeals of Utah"; "Judge of the Business and Chancery Court of
Utah"; "Judge of the District Court of the Third Judicial District"; "Judge of the Juvenile Court of
the Fourth Juvenile Court District"; "Justice Court Judge of (name of county) County or (name of

municipality)")
Yes()
No ()."

(b) If ajustice court exists by means of an interlocal agreement under Section 78A-7-102, the ballot
guestion for the judge shall include the name of that court.

)

(a) If thejustice or judge receives more yes votes than no votes, the justice or judge is retained for the
term of office provided by law.

(b) If the justice or judge does not receive more yes votes than no votes, the justice or judge is not
retained, and a vacancy exists in the office on the first Monday in January after the regular general
election.

(6) A justiceor judge not retained isineligible for appointment to the office for which the justice or
judge was defeated until after the expiration of that term of office.

(7)

(a) If ajustice court judge is standing for retention for one or more judicia officesin a county in which
the judge is a county justice court judge or amunicipal justice court judge in atown or municipality
of the fourth or fifth class, as described in Section 10-2-301, or any combination thereof, the
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election officer shall place the judge's name on the county ballot only once for all judicial offices for
which the judge seeks to be retained.

1351 (b) If ajustice court judge is standing for retention for one or more judicial officesin amunicipality of
the first, second, or third class, as described in Section 10-2-301, the election officer shall place the
judge's name only on the municipal ballot for the voters of the municipality that the judge serves.

1363 Section 15. Effective date.

This bill takes effect on May 7, 2025.
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