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Public Education Scholar ship Program Use Amendments
2025 GENERAL SESSION
STATE OF UTAH
Chief Sponsor: Jennifer Dailey-Provost

H.B. 192

LONG TITLE
General Description:
Thisbill prohibits certain expenses from being scholarship expenses.
Highlighted Provisions:
Thishill:
» prohibits certain expenses from being scholarship expenses; and
» makes technical changes.
Money Appropriated in thisBill:
None
Other Special Clauses:
Thisbill provides a special effective date.
Utah Code Sections Affected:
AMENDS:
53F-6-401 (Effective 07/01/25), as last amended by Laws of Utah 2024, Chapter 26

Be it enacted by the Legidature of the state of Utah:
Section 1. Section 53F-6-401 is amended to read:
53F-6-401 (Effective 07/01/25). Definitions.
Asused in this part:
(1) "Eligible student”" means a student:
(@) whoiseéligibleto participate in public school, in kindergarten, or grades 1 through 12;
(b) whoisaresident of the state, including a child of amilitary service member, as that
term is defined in Section 53B-8-102;
(c) who, during the school year for which the student is applying for a scholarship
account:
(i) does not receive a scholarship under:
(A) the Carson Smith Scholarship Program established in Section 53F-4-302; or
(B) the Carson Smith Opportunity Scholarship Program established in Section
53E-7-402; and
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(i) isnot enrolled in, upon receiving the scholarship:
(A) anLEA; or
(B) the Statewide Online Education Program to participate in a course with
funding provided under Title 53F, Chapter 4, Part 5, Statewide Online
Education Program, which does not include participation in a course by an
entity as described in Subsection 53F-6-409(7);
(d) whose dligibility is not suspended or disqualified under Section 53F-6-401; and
(e) who completes, to maintain eligibility, the portfolio requirement described in
Subsection 53F-6-402(3)(d).

(2) "Federal poverty level" meansthe United States poverty level as defined by the most
recently revised poverty income guidelines published by the United States Department
of Health and Human Services in the Federal Register.

(3)(a "Home-based scholarship student” means a student who:

(i) iseligibleto participate in public school, in kindergarten or grades 1 through 12;
(i) isexcused from enrollment in an LEA in accordance with Section 53G-6-204 to
attend a home school; and
(iii) receives a benefit of scholarship funds.
(b) "Home-based scholarship student” does not mean a home school student who does
not receive a scholarship under the program.

(4) "Parent" means:

(a) the same asthat term is defined in Section 53E-1-102; and

(b) afoster parent who has initiated a process to adopt the foster child.

(5 "Program manager" means an organization that:

(a) isqualified astax exempt under Section 501(c)(3), Internal Revenue Code;

(b) isnot affiliated with any international organization;

(c) doesnot harvest data for the purpose of reproducing or distributing the data to other
entities,

(d) has no involvement in guiding or directing any curriculum or curriculum standards;

(e) does not manage or otherwise administer a scholarship under:
(i) the Carson Smith Scholarship Program established in Section 53F-4-302; or
(i) the Carson Smith Opportunity Scholarship Program established in Section

53E-7-402; and

(f) an agreement with the state board recognizes as a program manager, in accordance

with this part.
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(6)(d) "Program manager employee" means an individual working for the program
manager in a position in which the individual's salary, wages, pay, or compensation,
including as a contractor, is paid from scholarship funds.

(b) "Program manager employee" does not include:
(i) anindividual who volunteers for the program manager or for a qualifying provider;
(i) anindividual who works for a qualifying provider; or
(ii1) aqualifying provider.
(7) "Program manager officer" means:
(&) amember of the board of a program manager; or
(b) the chief administrative officer of a program manager.

(8)(@ "Qualifying provider" means one of the following entities:

(i) an eligible school that the program manager approves in accordance with Section
53F-6-408; or

(if) an €eligible service provider that the program manager approves in accordance
with Section 53F-6-409.

(b) "Qualifying provider" does not include:

(i) aparent of ahome-based scholarship student or a home school student solely in
relation to the parent's child; or

(if) any other individua that does not meet the requirements described in Subsection
(8)(a).

(9) "Relative" means afather, mother, husband, wife, son, daughter, sister, brother, uncle,
aunt, nephew, niece, first cousin, mother-in-law, father-in-law, brother-in-law,
sister-in-law, son-in-law, or daughter-in-law.

(10) "Scholarship account” means the account to which a program manager allocates funds
for the payment of approved scholarship expenses in accordance with this part.

(11)(a) "Scholarship expense" means an expense described in Section 53F-6-402 that a
parent or scholarship student incursin the education of the scholarship student for a
service or goods that a qualifying provider provides, including:

[(@)] (i) tuition and fees of aqualifying provider;

[(b)] (ii) feesand instructional materials at atechnical college;

[{e)] (iii) tutoring services,

[(d)] (iv) feesfor after-school or summer education programs;

[(e)] (v) textbooks, curricula, or other instructional materials, including any
supplemental materials or associated online instruction that a curriculum or a
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100 qualifying provider recommends,

101 [€H)] (vi) educational software and applications;

102 [{g)] (vii) suppliesor other equipment related to a scholarship student's educational
103 needs,

104 [¢R)] (viii) computer hardware or other technological devices that are intended

105 primarily for a scholarship student's educational needs,

106 [(D] (ix) feesfor the following examinations, or for a preparation course for the

107 following examinations, that the program manager approves.

108 [(D] (A) anational norm-referenced or standardized assessment described in

109 Section 53F-6-410, an advanced placement examination, or another similar
110 assessment;

111 [(iH)] (B) astate-recognized industry certification examination; and

112 [(iH)] (C) an examination related to college or university admission;

113 [{P] (X) educational servicesfor students with disabilities from alicensed or

114 accredited practitioner or provider, including occupational, behavioral, physical,
115 audiology, or speech-language therapies;

116 [(k)] (xi) contracted services that the program manager approves and that an LEA
117 provides, including individual classes, after-school tutoring services,

118 transportation, or fees or costs associated with participation in extracurricular

119 activities, excluding fees or costs described in Subsection (11)(b);

120 [(D] (xii) ridefees or faresfor afee-for-service transportation provider to transport the
121 scholarship student to and from a qualifying provider, not to exceed $750in a
122 given school year;

123 [(m)] (xiii) expensesrelated to extracurricular activities, field trips, educational

124 supplements, and other educational experiences, excluding fees or costs described
125 in Subsection (11)(b); or

126 [(r)] (xiv) any other expense for agood or service that:

127 [()] (A) aparent or scholarship student incurs in the education of the scholarship
128 student; and

129 [(iD)] (B) the program manager approves;-accordance with-Subsection-(5)(d)] .
130 (b) "Scholarship expense" does not include:

131 (i) costsrelated to participation in sports, recreational activities, or athletic programs,
132 including:

133 (A) team fees, uniforms, equipment, or supplies; and
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(B) ski passes, lift tickets, or access to recreational facilities; and

(ii) any other expense for activities or programs that are already available to the

scholarship student through an LEA or other public program regardless of the

student's status as a scholarship student.
(12) "Scholarship funds" means:
() fundsthat the Legislature appropriates for the program; and

(b) interest that scholarship funds accrue.
(13)(a) "Scholarship student" means an eligible student, including a home-based
scholarship student, for whom the program manager establishes and maintains a
scholarship account in accordance with this part.
(b) "Scholarship student” does not include a home school student who does not receive a
scholarship award under the program.
(14) "Utah Fits All Scholarship Program” or "program™ means the scholarship program
established in Section 53F-6-402.
Section 2. Effective Date.
Thisbill takes effect on July 1, 2025.




