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Nicholeen P. Peck proposes the following substitute bill:

Homeschool Amendments
2025 GENERAL SESSION
STATE OF UTAH
Chief Sponsor: Nicholeen P. Peck

1st Sub. (Buff) H.B. 209

LONG TITLE
General Description:
Thisbill amends provisions related to home school affidavits.
Highlighted Provisions:
Thishill:
» clarifieswhen aletter of intent to homeschool is required from parents;
» removes the requirement for parents to submit an affidavit for students who begin
homeschooling at the start of an academic year;
> removes the requirement for parents to attest to criminal background history;
» establishes procedures for local school boards to process letters of intent;
» removes liability from local school boards after student unenrollment; and
» makes technical changes.
Money Appropriated in thisBill:

None
Other Special Clauses:
None
Utah Code Sections Affected:
AMENDS:
53G-6-204, as last amended by Laws of Utah 2024, Chapters 113, 386
Be it enacted by the Legislature of the state of Utah:

Section 1. Section 53G-6-204 is amended to read:
53G-6-204 . School-age children exempt from school attendance.
(D)@ A local school board or charter school governing board may excuse a school-age
child from attendance for any of the following reasons:
(i) aschool-age child over 16 years old may receive a partial release from school to
enter employment, or attend a trade school, if the school-age child has completed
grade 8; or
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31 (if) onan annual basis, a school-age child may receive afull release from attending a
32 public, regularly established private, or part-time school or classif:

33 (A) the school-age child has already completed the work required for graduation
34 from high school;

35 (B) the school-age child isin aphysical or mental condition, certified by a

36 competent physician or physician assistant if required by the local school board
37 or charter school governing board, which renders attendance inexpedient and
38 impracticable;

39 (C) proper influences and adequate opportunities for education are provided in
40 connection with the school -age child's employment; or

41 (D) thedistrict superintendent or charter school governing board has determined
42 that a school-age child over 16 years old is unable to profit from attendance at
43 school because of inability or a continuing negative attitude toward school
44 regulations and discipline.

45 (b) A school-age child receiving a partial release from school under Subsection (1)(a)(i)
46 isrequired to attend:

47 (i) school part time as prescribed by the local school board or charter school

48 governing board; or

49 (i) ahome school part time.

50 (c) Ineach case, evidence of reasons for granting an exemption under Subsection (1)

51 must be sufficient to satisfy the local school board or charter school governing board.
52 (d) A local school board or charter school governing board that excuses a school-age

53 child from attendance as provided by this Subsection (1) shall issue a certificate that
54 the child is excused from attendance during the time specified on the certificate.
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133  (2) When aparent requests to withdraw an enrolled school-age child from school for the

134 purpose of home-schooling, the parent shall submit a letter of intent to home school to
135 the local school board of the school-age child's district of residence regardless of which
136 LEA the school-age child is enrolled with at the time.

137 (3) A local school board may not require aletter of intent for a school-age child that is not
138 enrolled in public education at the beginning of an academic school year, including a
139 school-age child who is dual enrolled as described in Section 53G-6-702.

140 (4) Upon receiving aletter of intent to home school, the local school board shall:

141 (a) maintain arecord of the |etter of intent; and

142 (b) acknowledge receipt of the letter to the parent within 30 days.

143 (5) Upon receipt of aletter of intent to home school and the school-age child's

144 unenrollment, the local school board and school of enrollment are not liable for the
145 education, services, or welfare of the school-age child.

146  [(4)] (6)(d) Nothing in this section may be construed to prohibit or discourage voluntary

147 cooperation, resource sharing, or testing opportunities between a school or school

148 district and a parent or legal guardian of a child attending a home school.

149 (b) The exemptionsin this section apply regardless of whether:

150 (i) aparent or legal guardian provides education instruction to the parent's or legal
151 guardian's child aone or in cooperation with other parents or legal guardians
152 similarly exempted under this section; or

153 (i) the parent or legal guardian makes payment for educational servicesthe parent's
154 or legal guardian's child receives.

155 Section 2. Effective Date.

156 Thishill takes effect on May 7, 2025.




