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Child Support Requirements
2025 GENERAL SESSION
STATEOF UTAH
Chief Sponsor: Christine F. Watkins
Senate Sponsor:

LONGTITLE
General Description:

Thisbill amends provisions related to child support obligations for a child in state custody.
Highlighted Provisions:

Thisbill:

» providesthat a parent or other obligated individual is not responsible to pay the state child
support for a child who isin state custody, which includes custody of the Division of

Child and Family Services and the Division of Juvenile Justice and Y outh Services,

» prohibits the juvenile court system from ordering child support to be paid to the state
because a child isin state custody;

» requires the Office of Recovery Servicesto cease collection of past due amounts of child
support ordered in connection with a child being in state custody and to forgive any
outstanding balances owed for such child support obligations,

» modifies the duties of the Office of Recovery Servicesin relation to collection of child
support for a child who isin state custody;

» modifies the duties of the attorney general in relation to collection of child support for a
child who isin state custody;

» repeals provisions that permit and regulate child support while a child isin state custody;
and

» makes technical changes.

Money Appropriated in thisBill:

None
Other Special Clauses:

None
Utah Code Sections Affected:

AMENDS:
26B-9-206, as renumbered and amended by Laws of Utah 2023, Chapter 305
63G-4-402, as last amended by Laws of Utah 2021, Chapter 262
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78A-6-356, as last amended by Laws of Utah 2024, Chapter 366
80-2-301, as last amended by Laws of Utah 2024, Chapters 240, 307
80-2-303, as renumbered and amended by Laws of Utah 2022, Chapter 334
80-2-305, as renumbered and amended by Laws of Utah 2022, Chapter 334
80-3-405, as last amended by Laws of Utah 2023, Chapters 309, 320 and 330
80-6-207, as last amended by Laws of Utah 2022, Chapter 155
81-6-104, as renumbered and amended by Laws of Utah 2024, Chapter 366
81-6-205, as enacted by Laws of Utah 2024, Chapter 366

REPEALS:
80-6-803, as renumbered and amended by Laws of Utah 2021, Chapter 261

Be it enacted by the Legidature of the state of Utah:
Section 1. Section 26B-9-206 is amended to read:
26B-9-206 . I ssuance or modification of administrative order -- Compliance with
court order -- Authority of office -- Stipulated agreements-- Notification requirements.
(1) Through an adjudicative proceeding the office may issue or modify an administrative
order that:

(a) determines paternity;

(b) determines whether an obligor owes support;

(c) determinestemporary orders of child support upon clear and convincing evidence of
paternity in the form of genetic test results or other evidence;

(d) requiresan obligor to pay a specific or determinable amount of present and future
support;

(e) determinesthe amount of past-due support;

(f) orders an obligor who owes past-due support and is obligated to support a child
receiving public assistance to participate in appropriate work activitiesif the obligor
is unemployed and is not otherwise incapacitated;

(g) imposes a penalty authorized under this chapter;

(h) determines an issue that may be specifically contested under this chapter by a party
who timely files awritten request for an adjudicative proceeding with the office; and

(i) renews an administrative judgment.

(2)(d) An abstract of afinal administrative order issued under this section or a notice of
judgment-lien under Section 26B-9-214 may be filed with the clerk of any district

court.
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(b) Upon afiling under Subsection (2)(a), the clerk of the court shall:
(i) docket the abstract or notice in the judgment docket of the court and note the time
of receipt on the abstract or notice and in the judgment docket; and
(i) at the request of the office, place a copy of the abstract or notice in thefile of a
child support action involving the same parties.
(3) If ajudicial order has been issued, the office may not issue an order under Subsection (1)
that is not based on the judicia order, except|[:]

[(@) theoffice-mayestablish-anew-obliga

[(b)] _that the office may issue an order of current support in accordance with the child
support guidelinesif the conditions of Subsection 78B-14-207(2)(c) are met.

(4) The office may proceed under this section in the name of this state, another state under
Section 26B-9-209, any department of this state, the office, or the obligee.

(5) The office may accept voluntary acknowledgment of a support obligation and enter into
stipul ated agreements providing for the issuance of an administrative order under this
part.

(6) The office may act in the name of the obligee in endorsing and cashing any drafts,
checks, money orders, or other negotiable instruments received by the office for support.

(7) The obligor shall, after a notice of agency action has been served on the obligor in
accordance with Section 63G-4-201, keep the office informed of:

(a) the obligor's current address;
(b) the name and address of current payors of income;
(c) availability of or access to health insurance coverage; and
(d) applicable health insurance policy information.
Section 2. Section 63G-4-402 is amended to read:
63G-4-402 . Judicial review -- Informal adjudicative proceedings.

(1)(a) Thedistrict courts have jurisdiction to review by trial de novo al final agency
actions resulting from informal adjudicative proceedings, except that the juvenile
courts have jurisdiction over all final agency actions relating to:

(i) theremoval or placement of children in state custody; and

[(H) thesuppert-of-chitdren-under-Subsection 3
under-Section-78A-6-356;-and]

[(i1)] (ii) supported findings of abuse or neglect made by the Division of Child and

-3-
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Family Services.

(b) Venuefor judicia review of informal adjudicative proceedings shall be as provided
in the statute governing the agency or, in the absence of such avenue provision, in
the county where the petitioner resides or maintains the petitioner's principal place of
business.

(2)(a) The petition for judicial review of informal adjudicative proceedings shall be a
complaint governed by the Utah Rules of Civil Procedure and shall include:

(i) the name and mailing address of the party seeking judicial review;

(i1) the name and mailing address of the respondent agency;

(i) thetitle and date of the final agency action to be reviewed, together with a copy,
summary, or brief description of the agency action;

(iv) identification of the persons who were partiesin the informal adjudicative
proceedings that led to the agency action;

(v) acopy of the written agency order from the informal proceeding;

(vi) facts demonstrating that the party seeking judicial review is entitled to obtain
judicial review;

(vii) arequest for relief, specifying the type and extent of relief requested; and

(viii) astatement of the reasons why the petitioner is entitled to relief.

(b) All additional pleadings and proceedingsin the district court are governed by the
Utah Rules of Civil Procedure.

(3)(& The court, without ajury, shall determine all questions of fact and law and any
constitutional issue presented in the pleadings.

(b) The Utah Rules of Evidence apply in judicial proceedings under this section.

Section 3. Section 78A-6-356 is amended to read:

78A-6-356 . Child support obligation when child isin state custody -- Cessation
of collection.
(1) Asusedinthis section:

(a) "Office" means the Office of Recovery Services.

(b) "Secure care" means the same asthat term is defined in Section 80-1-102.

(c) "State custody" meansthat a child isin the custody of a state department, division, or
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201

202

203 [(31)] (2) [The] On or after May 7, 2025, the juvenile court may not order an individual to
204 pay child support [fer] to reimburse the state while a child is in state custody[-if:] .
205 [(@) theindividual's-enty-form-of- incomeisagovernment-issued-disability benefit;
206

207

208

209

210 [(32)] (3)[(a) Thechild's] On or after May 7, 2025, a parent or [another-obligated-] other
211 individual who is subject to a child support order to reimburse the state while a child

212 is or has been in state custody is not responsible [fer-child-suppert-for-theperiod-of
213 : ‘ e ' : oy .
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235 (4) OnMay 7, 2025, the office shall forgive and cease collection of any outstanding child

236 support obligation that is owed, or would otherwise accrue after that date, as aresult of a
237 child support order to reimburse the state while a child isin state custody.

238 Section 4. Section 80-2-301 is amended to read:

239 80-2-301 . Division responsibilities.

240 (1) Thedivisionisthe child, youth, and family services authority of the state.
241 (2) Thedivision shall:

242 () administer servicesto minors and families, including:

243 (i) child welfare services;

244 (if) domestic violence services; and

245 (iii) al other responsibilities that the Legidlature or the executive director of the

246 department may assign to the division;

247 (b) provide the following services:

248 (i) financial and other assistance to an individual adopting a child with special needs
249 under Sections 80-2-806 through 80-2-809, not to exceed the amount the division
250 would provide for the child as alegal ward of the state;

251 (if) non-custodial and in-home services in accordance with Section 80-2-306,

252 including:

253 (A) services designed to prevent family break-up; and

254 (B) family preservation services;

255 (iii) reunification servicesto families whose children are in substitute carein

256 accordance with this chapter, Chapter 2a, Removal and Protective Custody of a
257 Child, and Chapter 3, Abuse, Neglect, and Dependency Proceedings;

258 (iv) protective supervision of afamily, upon court order, in an effort to eliminate
259 abuse or neglect of achild in that family;

260 (v) shelter carein accordance with this chapter, Chapter 2a, Removal and Protective
261 Custody of a Child, and Chapter 3, Abuse, Neglect, and Dependency Proceedings;
262 (vi) domestic violence services, in accordance with the requirements of federal law;
263 (vii) protective servicesto victims of domestic violence and the victims' children, in
264 accordance with this chapter, Chapter 2a, Removal and Protective Custody of a
265 Child, and Chapter 3, Abuse, Neglect, and Dependency Proceedings,

266 (viii) substitute care for dependent, abused, and neglected children;

267 (ix) servicesfor minors who are victims of human trafficking or human smuggling,
268 as described in Sections 76-5-308 through 76-5-310.1, or who have engaged in

-8-
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269 prostitution or sexual solicitation, as defined in Sections 76-10-1302 and

270 76-10-1313; and

271 (x) training for staff and providersinvolved in the administration and delivery of
272 services offered by the division in accordance with this chapter and Chapter 2a,
273 Removal and Protective Custody of a Child,;

274 (c) establish standardsfor all:

275 (i) contract providers of out-of-home care for minors and families;

276 (i) facilitiesthat provide substitute care for dependent, abused, or neglected children
277 placed in the custody of the division; and

278 (i) direct or contract providers of domestic violence services described in

279 Subsection (2)(b)(vi);

280 (d) have authority to:

281 (i) contract with a private, nonprofit organization to recruit and train foster care

282 families and child welfare volunteers in accordance with Section 80-2-405;

283 (i1) approve facilities that meet the standards established under Subsection (2)(c) to
284 provide substitute care for dependent, abused, or neglected children placed in the
285 custody of the division; and

286 (iii) approve an individual to provide short-term relief care to afoster parent if the
287 individual:

288 (A) providesthe relief care for less than six consecutive nights,

289 (B) providesthe relief carein the short-term relief care provider's home;

290 (C) isdirect access qualified, as that term is defined in Section 26B-2-120; and
291 (D) isanimmediate family member or relative, as those terms are defined in
292 Section 80-3-102, of the foster parent;

293 (e) cooperate with the federal government in the administration of child welfare and

294 domestic violence programs and other human service activities assigned by the

295 department;

296 (f) in accordance with Subsection (5)(a), promote and enforce state and federal laws
297 enacted for the protection of abused, neglected, or dependent children, in accordance
298 with this chapter and Chapter 2a, Removal and Protective Custody of a Child, unless
299 administration is expressly vested in another division or department of the state;

300 (g) cooperate with the Workforce Development Division within the Department of

301 Workforce Services in meeting the social and economic needs of an individual who is
302 eligible for public assistance;
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303 (h) compile relevant information, statistics, and reports on child and family service
304 mattersin the state;

305 (i) prepare and submit to the department, the governor, and the Legidlature reports of the
306 operation and administration of the division in accordance with the requirements of
307 Sections 80-2-1102 and 80-2-1103;

308 (j) within appropriations from the Legislature, provide or contract for avariety of

309 domestic violence services and treatment methods,

310 (K) enter into contracts for programs designed to reduce the occurrence or recurrence of
311 abuse and neglect in accordance with Section 80-2-503;

312 [(H seekreimbursement-of fundsthe division-expendson

313

314

315

316 [¢m)] (I) ensure regular, periodic publication, including electronic publication, regarding
317 the number of children in the custody of the division who:

318 (i) have apermanency goa of adoption; or

319 (i1) haveafina plan of termination of parenta rights, under Section 80-3-409, and
320 promote adoption of the children;

321 [{r)] (m) subject to Subsections (5) and (7), refer an individual receiving services from
322 the division to the local substance abuse authority or other private or public resource
323 for a court-ordered drug screening test;

324 [{6)] (n) report before November 30, 2020, and every third year thereafter, to the Social
325 Services Appropriations Subcommittee regarding:

326 (i) thedaily reimbursement rate that is provided to licensed foster parents based on
327 level of care;

328 (if) the amount of money spent on daily reimbursements for licensed foster parents
329 during the previous fiscal year; and

330 (iif) any recommended changes to the division's budget to support the daily

331 reimbursement rates described in Subsection [(2){e)}(H)] (2)(n)(1);

332 [{p)] (0) when adivision child welfare caseworker identifies a safety concern with the
333 foster home, cooperate with the Office of Licensing and make a recommendation to
334 the Office of Licensing concerning whether the foster home's license should be

335 placed on conditions, suspended, or revoked; and

336 [{e)] (p) perform other duties and functions required by law.

-10-
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337 (3)(a) Thedivison may provide, directly or through contract, services that include the

338 following:

339 (i) adoptions,

340 (ii) day-care services;

341 (iii) out-of-home placements for minors;

342 (iv) health-related services,

343 (v) homemaking services,

344 (vi) home management services;

345 (vii) protective servicesfor minors,

346 (viii) transportation services; or

347 (ix) domestic violence services.

348 (b) Thedivision shall monitor services provided directly by the division or through
349 contract to ensure compliance with applicable law and rules made in accordance with
350 Title 63G, Chapter 3, Utah Administrative Rulemaking Act.

351 (c)(i) Except as provided in Subsection (3)(c)(ii), if the division provides a service

352 through a private contract, the division shall post the name of the service provider
353 on the division's website.

354 (if) Subsection (3)(c)(i) does not apply to afoster parent placement.

355 (4)(a) Thedivison may:

356 (i) receive gifts, grants, devises, and donations,

357 (if) encourage merchants and service providers to:

358 (A) donate goods or services; or

359 (B) provide goods or services at anominal price or below cost;

360 (iii) distribute goods to applicants or consumers of division servicesfree or for a
361 nominal charge and tax free; and

362 (iv) appeal to the public for funds to meet needs of applicants or consumers of

363 division services that are not otherwise provided by law, including Sub-for-Santa
364 programs, recreational programs for minors, and requests for household

365 appliances and home repairs.

366 (b) If requested by the donor and subject to state and federal law, the division shall usea
367 gift, grant, devise, donation, or proceeds from the gift, grant, devise, or donation for
368 the purpose requested by the donor.

369 (5)(a) Incarrying out the requirements of Subsection (2)(f), the division shall:
370 (i) cooperate with the juvenile courts, the Division of Juvenile Justice and Y outh

-11-
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Services, and with al public and private licensed child welfare agencies and
ingtitutions to develop and administer a broad range of services and support;

(i) taketheinitiativein all mattersinvolving the protection of abused or neglected
children, if adequate provisions have not been made or are not likely to be made;
and

(iif) make expenditures necessary for the care and protection of the children described
in Subsection (5)(a)(ii), within the division's budget.

(b) If anindividual isreferred to alocal substance abuse authority or other private or
public resource for court-ordered drug screening under Subsection [(2){n)] (2)(m), the
court shall order the individual to pay all costs of the tests unless:

(i) the cost of the drug screening is specifically funded or provided for by other
federal or state programs,

(i) theindividua isa participant in adrug court; or

(iii) the court finds that the individual is an indigent individual.

(6) Except to the extent provided by rules made in accordance with Title 63G, Chapter 3,

Utah Administrative Rulemaking Act, the division is not required to investigate

domestic violence in the presence of a child, as described in Section 76-5-114.

(7)(8) Except as provided in Subsection (7)(b), the division may not:

(i) require a parent who has a child in the custody of the division to pay for some or
al of the cost of any drug testing the parent is required to undergo; or

(i) refer anindividua who isreceiving services from the division for drug testing by
means of a hair, fingernail, or salivatest that is administered to detect the presence
of drugs.

(b) Notwithstanding Subsection (7)(a)(ii), the division may refer an individual who is
receiving services from the division for drug testing by means of a salivatest if:

(i) theindividual consentsto drug testing by means of a salivatest; or

(i) the court, based on afinding that a salivatest is necessary in the circumstances,
ordersthe individual to complete drug testing by means of a salivatest.

Section 5. Section 80-2-303 is amended to read:
80-2-303 . Division enforcement authority -- Attorney general responsibilities.
(1) Thedivision shall take legal action that is necessary to enforce this chapter and Chapter
2a, Removal and Protective Custody of a Child.
(2)(a) Subject to Section 67-5-17 and the attorney general's prosecutorial discretion in
civil enforcement actions, the attorney general shall enforce this chapter, Chapter 2a,

-12 -
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405 Removal and Protective Custody of a Child, Chapter 3, Abuse, Neglect, and

406 Dependency Proceedings, and Chapter 4, Termination and Restoration of Parental

407 Rights, relating to protection or custody of an abused, neglected, or dependent minor

408 and the termination of parental rights.

409 (b) The attorney general may contract with the local county attorney to enforce this

410 chapter, Chapter 2a, Removal and Protective Custody of a Child, Chapter 3, Abuse,
411 Neglect, and Dependency Proceedings, and Chapter 4, Termination and Restoration
412 of Parental Rights.

413 (c) Itistheresponsibility of the attorney general’s office to:

414 (i) advisethe division regarding decisions to remove a minor from the minor's home;
415 (i) represent the division in all court and administrative proceedings related to abuse,
416 neglect, or dependency including, but not limited to, shelter hearings, dispositional
417 hearings, dispositional review hearings, periodic review hearings, and petitions for
418 termination of parental rights; and

419 (iii) be available to and advise child welfare caseworkers on an ongoing basis.

420 (d)(i) The attorney genera shall designate no less than 16 full-time attorneysto

421 advise and represent the division in abuse, neglect, and dependency proceedings,

422 including petitions for termination of parental rights.

423 (if) The attorneys described in Subsection (2)(d)(i) shall devote full time and

424 attention to the representation described in Subsection (2)(d)(i) and, insofar asitis
425 practicable, be housed in or near various offices of the division statewide.

426 (3)(a) The attorney general's office shall represent the division in an action[:]

427 [@] _involving aminor who has not been adjudicated as abused or neglected, but who is
428 placed in the custody of the division by the juvenile court primarily on the basis of
429 delinquent behavior or a status offense[;-of]

430 [fb) O ermbursemento HAo OMaParen

431 80-2-301(2)(].

432 [{€)] (b) This section does not affect the responsibility of the county attorney or district

433 attorney to represent the state in the matters described in Subsection (3)(a).

434 Section 6. Section 80-2-305 is amended to read:

435 80-2-305 . Fraudulently obtained services -- Division recovery -- Agreement with

436  Office of Recovery Services.
437 [(3)] If itisdiscovered that aperson is fraudulently obtaining, or has fraudulently obtained,
438 services offered by the division in accordance with this chapter or Chapter 2a, Removal

-13-
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and Protective Custody of a Child, the division shall take all necessary steps, including
legal action through the attorney general, to recover all money or the value of services
fraudulently obtained.

Section 7. Section 80-3-405 is amended to read:
80-3-405 . Dispositions after adjudication.
(1) Upon adjudication under Subsection 80-3-402(1), the juvenile court may make the
dispositions described in Subsection (2) at the dispositional hearing.

(2)(&(i) Thejuvenile court may vest custody of an abused, neglected, or dependent
minor in the division or any other appropriate person, with or without
court-specified child welfare services, in accordance with the requirements and
procedures of this chapter.

(i) When placing a minor in the custody of the division or any other appropriate
person, the juvenile court:

(A) shall give primary consideration to the welfare of the minor;
(B) shall give due consideration to the rights of the parent or parents concerning
the minor; and
(C) when practicable, may take into consideration the religious preferences of the
minor and of the minor's parents or guardian.
(b)(I) The juvenile court may appoint aguardian for the minor if it appears necessary

in the interest of the minor.

(if) A guardian appointed under Subsection (2)(b)(i) may be a public or private
ingtitution or agency, but not a nonsecure residential placement provider, in which
legal custody of the minor is vested.

(iit) When placing a minor under the guardianship of an individual or of aprivate
agency or institution, the juvenile court:

(A) shall give primary consideration to the welfare of the minor; and
(B) when practicable, may take into consideration the religious preferences of the
minor and of the minor's parents or guardian.
(c) Thejuvenile court may order:

(i) protective supervision;

(ii) family preservation;

(iii) sibling visitation; or

-14 -
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473 (iv) other services.

474 (d)(i) If aminor has been placed with an individual or relative as aresult of an

475 adjudication under this chapter, the juvenile court may enter an order of

476 permanent legal custody and guardianship with the individual or relative of the

477 minor.

478

479

480

481

482 [(i1)] (ii) Anorder under this Subsection (2)(d):

483 (A) shall remainin effect until the minor is 18 years old;

484 (B) isnot subject to review under Section 78A-6-358; and

485 (C) may be modified by petition or motion as provided in Section 78A-6-357.
486 (e) Thejuvenile court may order a child be committed to the physical custody, as

487 defined in Section 26B-5-401, of alocal mental health authority, in accordance with
488 the procedures and requirements of Title 26B, Chapter 5, Part 4, Commitment of
489 Persons Under Age 18.

490 (F)(i) If the child has an intellectual disability, the juvenile court may make an order
491 committing a minor to the Utah State Developmental Center in accordance with
492 Title 26B, Chapter 6, Part 6, Admission to an Intermediate Care Facility for

493 People with an Intellectual Disability.

494 (if) Thejuvenile court shall follow the procedure applicable in the district court with
495 respect to judicial commitments to the Utah State Developmental Center when
496 ordering a commitment under Subsection (2)(f)(i).

497 (9)(i) Subject to Subsection 80-1-102(58)(b) and Section 80-3-304, the juvenile court
498 may order that a minor:

499 (A) be examined or treated by a mental health therapist, as described in Section
500 80-3-109; or

501 (B) receive other specia care.

502 (if) For purposes of receiving the examination, treatment, or care described in

503 Subsection (2)(g)(i), the juvenile court may place the minor in a hospital or other
504 suitable facility that is not secure care or secure detention.

505 (iii) In determining whether to order the examination, treatment, or care described in
506 Subsection (2)(g)(i), the juvenile court shall consider:

-15-
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(A) the desires of the minor;
(B) thedesires of the parent or guardian of the minor if the minor is younger than
18 yearsold; and
(C) whether the potential benefits of the examination, treatment, or care outweigh
the potential risks and side-effects, including behavioral disturbances, suicidal
ideation, brain function impairment, or emotional or physical harm resulting
from the compulsory nature of the examination, treatment, or care.
(h) The juvenile court may make other reasonable orders for the best interest of the
minor.
(3)(a) Atthedispositiona hearing described in Subsection 80-3-402(3), if achild
remains in an out-of-home placement, the juvenile court shall:

(i) make specific findings regarding the conditions of parent-time that are in the
child's best interest; and

(i) if parent-timeisdenied, state the facts that justify the denial.

(b) Parent-time shall be under the least restrictive conditions necessary to:

(i) protect the physical safety of the child; or

(if) prevent the child from being traumatized by contact with the parent due to the
child's fear of the parent in light of the nature of the alleged abuse or neglect.

(c)(i) Thedivision or the person designated by the division or a court to supervise a
parent-time session may deny parent-time for the session if the division or the
supervising person determines that, based on the parent's condition, it is necessary

to deny parent-time to:

(A) protect the physical safety of the child;

(B) protect thelife of the child; or

(C) consistent with Subsection (3)(c)(ii), prevent the child from being traumatized
by contact with the parent.

(if) In determining whether the condition of the parent described in Subsection
(3)(c)(i) will traumatize a child, the division or the person supervising the
parent-time session shall consider the impact that the parent's condition will have
on the child in light of:

(A) thechild'sfear of the parent; and
(B) the nature of the alleged abuse or neglect.
(4) Upon an adjudication under this chapter, the juvenile court may not:
(&) commit aminor solely on the ground of abuse, neglect, or dependency to the

-16-
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541 Division of Juvenile Justice and Y outh Services,

542 (b) assume the function of developing foster home services; or

543 (c) vest legal custody of an abused, neglected, or dependent minor in the division to
544 primarily address the minor's ungovernable or other behavior, mental health, or
545 disability, unless the division:

546 (i) engages other relevant divisions within the department that are conducting an
547 assessment of the minor and the minor's family's needs;

548 (i1) based on the assessment described in Subsection (4)(c)(i), determines that vesting
549 custody of the minor in the division is the least restrictive intervention for the
550 minor that meets the minor's needs; and

551 (iii) consentsto legal custody of the minor being vested in the division.

552  (5) Thejuvenile court may combine the dispositions listed in Subsection (2) if combining
553 the dispositions is permissible and the dispositions are compatible.
554 (6)(a) If, for arelative placement, an interstate placement requested under the Interstate

555 Compact on the Placement of Children has been initiated by the division or is ordered
556 by or pending before the juvenile court, the court may not finalize a non-relative

557 placement unless the court gives due weight to:

558 (i) the preferential consideration granted to arelative in Section 80-3-302;

559 (i) the rebuttable presumption in Section 80-3-302; and

560 (iii) thedivision's placement authority under Subsections 80-1-102(50) and

561 80-3-303(1).

562 (b) Nothing in this section affects the ability of afoster parent to petition the juvenile
563 court under Subsection 80-3-502(3).

564 Section 8. Section 80-6-207 is amended to read:

565 80-6-207 . Detention hearings -- Period of detention -- Bail.

566 (1)[(a)] After admission of achild to adetention facility under Section 80-6-205 and

567 immediate investigation by a juvenile probation officer, the juvenile court or the

568 juvenile probation officer shall order the release of the child to the child's parent,

569 guardian, or custodian if the juvenile court or the juvenile probation officer finds that
570 the child can be safely returned to the parent's, the guardian's, or the custodian’s care,
571 upon written promise to bring the child to the juvenile court at atime set or without
572 restriction.

573
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575

576

577

578

579

580 (2)(a&) When achild isadmitted to a detention facility, the child's parent, guardian, or

581 custodian shall be informed by the individual in charge of the detention facility that
582 the parent's, the guardian's, or the custodian's child has the right to a prompt hearing
583 in ajuvenile court to determine whether the child isto be further detained or released.
584 (b) If aminor isadmitted to a detention facility, the minor shall be informed by the
585 person in charge of the facility that the minor has the right to a prompt hearing in a
586 juvenile court to determine whether the minor is to be further detained or released.
587 (3)[{a)] Thejuvenile court may, at any time, order the release of the minor, from

588 detention, regardless of whether a detention hearing is held or not.

589 [(b) H-achildisreleased,-andtheehild-remainsi i

500 . . . .

591

592

593 (4)(a) Asusedinthis Subsection (4), "arrest" means being apprehended, detained, taken
594 into temporary custody under Section 80-6-201 or 80-6-202, held for investigation, or
595 restrained by a peace officer or other person due to an accusation or suspicion that the
596 minor committed an offense.

597 (b) A minor may not be held in a detention facility longer than 24 hours, unless a
598 juvenile court determines that there is probable cause for the minor's arrest.

599 (5)(a) A detention hearing under this section shall be held by ajuvenile court judge or

600 commissioner.

601 (b) A juvenile court shall hold a detention hearing within 48 hours of the minor's
602 admission to a detention facility, excluding weekends and holidays, to determine
603 whether the minor should:

604 (i) remain in detention in accordance with Subsection (8);

605 (if) bereleased to a parent or guardian; or

606 (iii) be placed in any other party's custody as authorized by statute.

607 (6) The probable cause determination under Subsection (4) and the detention hearing under
608 Subsection (5) may occur at the same time if the probable cause determination and the
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609 detention hearing occur within the time frame under Subsection (4).

610 (7)(a) A detention hearing may not be waived.

611 (b) Staff at the detention facility shall provide the juvenile court with all information
612 received from the individual who brought the minor to the detention facility.

613 (8)(a) Thejuvenile court may only order aminor to be held in the detention facility or be
614 placed in another appropriate facility, subject to further order of the court, if the court
615 finds at a detention hearing that:

616 (i) releasing the minor to the minor's parent, guardian, or custodian presents an
617 unreasonable risk to public safety;

618 (i) lessrestrictive nonresidential alternatives to detention have been considered and,
619 where appropriate, attempted; and

620 (iif) theminor is eligible for detention under the detention guidelines and Section
621 80-6-205.

622 (b) Thejuvenile court may not vest custody of a minor admitted to detention in the
623 Division of Child and Family Services, except as provided in Chapter 3, Abuse,
624 Neglect, and Dependency Proceedings.

625 (9)(a) After adetention hearing has been held, only the juvenile court may release a

626 minor from detention.

627 (b) If aminor remainsin adetention facility, periodic reviews shall be held in

628 accordance with the Utah Rules of Juvenile Procedure to ensure that continued
629 detention of the minor is necessary.

630 (10) This section does not apply to a minor who is brought to a correctional facility in

631 accordance with Section 80-6-502, 80-6-504, or 80-6-505.

632 (11) Title 77, Chapter 20, Bail, does not apply to a minor, except for:

633 (&) aminor charged in accordance with Section 80-6-502;

634 (b) aminor bound over to the district court in accordance with Section 80-6-504; or
635 (c) aminor who need not be detained and lives outside this state.

636 Section 9. Section 81-6-104 is amended to read:

637 81-6-104 . Duty of parentsto provide support for a child -- Support followsthe
638 child.

639 (1)(a) Every childis presumed to bein need of the support of the child's parents.

640 (b) Every parent shall support their child.

641 (c) Nothing in this chapter relieves a parent of the primary obligation of support for the
642 parent's child.
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(2) Except aslimited in acourt order under Section 81-6-208:
(a) the expensesincurred on behalf of aminor child for reasonable and necessary
medical and dental expenses and other necessities are chargeabl e upon the property
of both parents, regardless of the marital status of the parents; and

(b) acreditor may sue a parent for the expenses described in Subsection (2)(a) incurred
on behalf of aminor child.

[(b)] (3)(Q) Any statethat provides support for a child shall have the right to
reimbursement.
[(e)] (b) A third party has aright to recover support from a parent.
(4) Anobligation ordered for child support and medical expenses:
(a) arefor the use and benefit of the child; and
(b) shall follow the child in acasein which a parent, or another person, is awarded sole
physical custody of the child as described in Subsection 81-6-205(8).
(5) Therights created in this chapter are in addition to and not in substitution to any other
rights.
Section 10. Section 81-6-205 is amended to read:
81-6-205 . Sole physical custody -- Obligation calculations -- Changein physical
custody.
(1) Thissection appliesto acase in which a parent, or another person, is awarded sole
physical custody of the children.
(2) Except as provided in Subsections (3) and (4), the court or administrative agency shall
determine the base child support award for each parent by:
(a) dividing each parent's monthly adjusted gross income by the combined monthly
adjusted gross income to determine each parent's percentage; and
(b) multiplying each parent's percentage by the base combined child support obligation
that is calculated as described in Subsection 81-6-204(1).
(3)(a) If the base combined child support obligation is $0, the court or administrative
agency shall establish the base child support award for each parent by:
(i) determining the individual monthly adjusted gross income for the parent;
(i) locating the amount of the base child support award in the low income table by
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677 finding:

678 (A) the monthly adjusted gross income for the parent in the low income table; and
679 (B) the number of children in common with the parents.

680 (b) The corresponding amount in the low income table is the base child support award
681 for that parent.

682 (4)(a) If aparent'sindividual monthly adjusted grossincome is less than the highest

683 amount of monthly adjusted gross income shown in the low income table, the court

684 or administrative agency shall determine that the base child support award is the

685 lesser of:

686 (i) the amount calculated using the base combined child support obligation table as
687 described in Subsection (2); and

688 (if) the amount calculated using the low income table as described in Subsection (3).
689 (b) If the monthly adjusted gross income of a parent isfound in an area of the low

690 income table in which no amount is shown, the court or administrative agency shall
691 determine the base child support award by using the amount listed in the base

692 combined child support obligation table and calculated as described in Subsection (2).

693 (5) A base child support award in a sole physical custody case may not be less than $30.
694 (6) Theamounts calculated under this section are rebuttable as described in Section

695 81-6-202.

696 (7) A parent without sole physical custody of the children isan obligor and is required to

697 pay the amount of child support calculated under this section.

698 (8)(a) When physical custody of a child changes after the original child support order,

699 the parent without physical custody of the child is required to pay the amount of child
700 support calculated under this section, without the need to modify the order, to:

701 (i) the parent who has physical custody of the child;_or

702 (ii) arelativeto whom physical custody of the child has been voluntarily given[;-or] .
703 [{Hﬁ he state whenthe childis residing-outside of the-homein-the protective

204 . .

705 least-30-days!]

706 (b) When physical custody of a child changes from the physical custody that is assumed
707 in the original child support order calculated under this section, the modification of
708 the child support order is not necessary even if only one parent is specifically ordered
709 to pay in the child support order.

710 Section 11. Repealer.
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Thisbill repedls:

Section 80-6-803, Cost of support and maintenance of a juvenile offender --

Responsibility.
Section 12. Effective Date.
This bill takes effect on May 7, 2025.
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