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02-06 09:52 S.B. 236

State Parks Amendments
2025 GENERAL SESSION
STATE OF UTAH
Chief Sponsor: Kathleen A. Riebe
House Sponsor:

LONGTITLE
General Description:
This bill addresses the creation of the Big Cottonwood Canyon State Park and Little
Cottonwood Canyon State Park.
Highlighted Provisions:
Thishill:
» authorizes the Division of State Parksto:
 receive donations of land or facilitiesin Big Cottonwood Canyon and Little
Cottonwood Canyon;
« engage in transfers, exchanges, or purchases of land in Big Cottonwood Canyon and
Little Cottonwood Canyon; and
o enter into agreements with the United States Forest Service to manage and use land
within Big Cottonwood Canyon and L.ittle Cottonwood Canyon as a state park; and
» provides that Big Cottonwood Canyon State Park and Little Cottonwood Canyon State
Park are part of the state park system.
Money Appropriated in thisBill:
None
Other Special Clauses:
None
Utah Code Sections Affected:
ENACTS:
79-4-609, Utah Code Annotated 1953
79-4-610, Utah Code Annotated 1953

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the state of Utah:
Section 1. Section 79-4-609 is enacted to read:
79-4-609 . Big Cottonwood Canyon State Park.
(1) Asused in thissection, "Big Cottonwood Canyon" means the land:
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(a) located in the area within the Wasatch Mountains known as Big Cottonwood

Canyon; and
(b) fully described by the map and legal description on file with the division.

(2) Thedivision may enter into an agreement with the United States Forest Service to:

(a) manage land within Big Cottonwood Canyon; and

(b) operate Big Cottonwood Canyon as a state park.

(3) If thedivision enters into an agreement as described in Subsection (2), Big Cottonwood
Canyonis.
(a) designated as Big Cottonwood Canyon State Park; and
(b) included within the state park system.
(4) Thedivision may:
(a) receive donations of land or facilities in Big Cottonwood Canyon for the creation of,

and inclusion within, Big Cottonwood Canyon State Park;

(b) engagein land transfers and exchanges for land in Big Cottonwood Canyon for

inclusion in Big Cottonwood Canyon State Park; and

(¢) purchaseland or facilities in Big Cottonwood Canyon for inclusion in Big
Cottonwood Canyon State Park.
(5) Thedivision shall make land acquisitions and capital investments under this section that

allow Big Cottonwood Canyon State Park to remain financially self-sustaining.
Section 2. Section 79-4-610 is enacted to read:
79-4-610 . Little Cottonwood Canyon State Park.
(1) Asused in this section, "Little Cottonwood Canyon" means the land:

() located in the area within the Wasatch M ountains known as L ittle Cottonwood

Canyon; and
(b) fully described by the map and legal description on file with the division.

(2) Thedivison may enter into an agreement with the United States Forest Service to:

(a) manage land within Little Cottonwood Canyon; and

(b) operate Little Cottonwood Canyon as a state park.

(3) If thedivision entersinto an agreement as described in Subsection (2), Little

Cottonwood Canyon is:
(a) designated as Little Cottonwood Canyon State Park; and
(b) included within the state park system.
(4) Thedivision may:
(a) receive donations of land or facilitiesin Little Cottonwood Canyon for the creation
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of, and inclusion within, Little Cottonwood Canyon State Park;

(b) engagein land transfers and exchanges for land in Little Cottonwood Canyon for

inclusion in Little Cottonwood Canyon State Park; and

(c) purchase land or facilitiesin Little Cottonwood Canyon for inclusion in Little

Cottonwood Canyon State Park.
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(5) Thedivision shall make land acquisitions and capital investments under this section that

alow Little Cottonwood Canyon State Park to remain financially self-sustaining.

Section 3. Effective Date.
This bill takes effect on May 7, 2025.




