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Enrolled Copy H.B. 512

Land Surveyors Licensing Amendments
2026 GENERAL SESSION
STATE OF UTAH
Chief Sponsor: Stephanie Gricius
Senate Sponsor: Evan J. Vickers

LONGTITLE
General Description:
This bill modifies provisions involving land surveyors.
Highlighted Provisions:
Thishill:
» updates statutory references,
» setsthe standard for future uses of a state plane coordinate system as maintained by the
National Geodetic Survey;
» provides for continued recognition of prior systems for historical documents;
» requires use of the units as defined by the National Geodetic Survey;
» creates additional paths for licensure as a professional land surveyor; and
» makes technical and conforming changes.
Money Appropriated in thisBill:
None
Other Special Clauses:
None
Utah Code Sections Affected:
AMENDS:
57-10-1, asrepealed and reenacted by Laws of Utah 1988, Chapter 60
57-10-2, as repealed and reenacted by Laws of Utah 1988, Chapter 60
57-10-3, as repealed and reenacted by Laws of Utah 1988, Chapter 60
57-10-4, as repealed and reenacted by Laws of Utah 1988, Chapter 60
57-10-5, asrepealed and reenacted by Laws of Utah 1988, Chapter 60
57-10-6, as last amended by Laws of Utah 2001, Chapter 62
57-10-7, as last amended by Laws of Utah 1990, Chapter 167
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57-10-8, as last amended by Laws of Utah 2001, Chapter 62

57-10-9, aslast amended by Laws of Utah 2001, Chapter 62

58-22-302, as last amended by Laws of Utah 2025, First Special Session, Chapter 9
REPEALS:

57-10-11, aslast amended by Laws of Utah 2019, Chapter 35

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the state of Utah:
Section 1. Section 57-10-1 is amended to read:
57-10-1 . Plane coordinate systems designated.

(1) Asused in this chapter:
(@) "FGCC" means the Federal Geodetic Control Committee of the United States
Department of Commerce.
(b) "NGS" means the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration's National
Geodetic Survey.
(2)(a) For purposes of defining and stating the geographic position or location of points

on the surface of the earth within the state, the state adopts the plane coordinate
systems that the NGS establishes.
(b) The systems described in (2)(a) are known as the "Utah Plane Coordinate System."
(3) The state adopts the 2022 State Plane Coordinate System for use within the state.
(4) Referencesin existing records to the Utah Coordinate System of 1927, or the Utah
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Coordinate System of 1983, remain valid.

Section 2. Section 57-10-2 is amended to read:

57-10-2 . Zones.

H.B. 512

(1) The Utah Plane Coordinate System is divided into zones that the NGS defines for the

state.

(2) All previously designated coordinate systems, including associated zones and

definitions, remain unchanged.

Section 3. Section 57-10-3 is amended to read:

57-10-3 . North-south and east-west coordinate values.
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96
97
98 (1) A person who uses plane coordinate values to express the geographic position or
99 location of a point within azone of the Utah Plane Coordinate System shall express the
100 values in the units established for the Utah Plane Coordinate System.
101 (2) The coordinate values described in Subsection (1) consist of:
102 (@) an"x-coordinate" or "E-coordinate" that expresses position in an east-west direction;
103 and
104 (b) a"y-coordinate" or "N-coordinate" that expresses position in a north-south direction.
105 (3) A person shall compute the coordinates so that the coordinates depend on and conform
106 to plane rectangular coordinate values computed for monumented points of the North
107 American Horizontal Geodetic Control Network that the NGS publishes.
108 (4) A person may use a control station described in Subsection (3) to establish a survey
109 connection to land descriptions prepared using the Utah Plane Coordinate System after
110 June 30, 2026, in accordance with the NGS's deprecation of former systems.
111 (5) A person may use units other than the units described in Subsection (1) if the person
112 clearly identifies the deviation in the survey record or land description.
113 Section 4. Section 57-10-4 is amended to read:
114
115
116
117
118
119
120
121
122
123
124
125
126
127 (1) A description of the location of a survey station or land boundary corner within the state
128 is complete, legal, and sufficient if the description uses the Utah Plane Coordinate
129 System.
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130 (2) A person may not describe real property for purposes of sale or title transfer solely by

131 reference to coordinate values from the Utah Plane Coordinate System or any other
132 coordinate system.

133 (3) If aperson uses coordinates from the Utah Plane Coordinate System in aland

134 description, the coordinates supplement the underlying description that relates to

135 recognized monuments and land lines of record.

136 (4) If aconflict exists between a description that references a subdivision, line, or corner of
137 the United States public land surveys and a description that uses coordinates, the

138 description that references the subdivision, line, or corner of the United States public
139 land surveys prevail.

140 Section 5. Section 57-10-5 is amended to read:

141 57-10-5. Descriptions of tracts extending over more than one zone.

142

143

144

145

146 (1) If asingle land description defines atract of land that extends from one coordinate zone
147 into another coordinate zone, a person may refer the positions of boundary points to
148 either zone.

149 (2) When using a coordinate, a person shall identify in the land description which

150 coordinate zone the person uses.

151 Section 6. Section 57-10-6 is amended to read:

152 57-10-6 . Reference materials defining coor dinate systems.
153 . - .
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163 the-scale shall-be-exact]
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208

For purposes of defining the coordinate systems referenced in this chapter, the state adopts the
reference materials that NGS publishes and maintains for the Utah Plane Coordinate System and
the associated datums, projections, zones, units, and control standards.

209 Section 7. Section 57-10-7 is amended to read:

210
211
212
213
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215
216
217
218
219
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221
222
223
224
225 (1) A person who uses coordinates from the Utah Plane Coordinate System to define the
226 position of a point on aland boundary shall base the coordinates on a monumented

227 horizontal control station that conforms to the standards and specifications that the
228 FGCC publishes.
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(2)(a) The FGCC standards and specifications that are in effect on the date of the survey
apply.
(b) The NGS publication of an existing control station, or the NGS acceptance of a
newly established control station with intent to publish, constitutes evidence that the
station conforms to the FGCC standards and specifications.

(3) A person may also use a control station established by the state or a political subdivision
of the state if the control station conforms to Section 57-10-6.

Section 8. Section 57-10-8 is amended to read:

57-10-8 . Use of terms on maps and documents.

(1) A document that identifies or uses a coordinate system shall clearly and completely

identify the coordinate system used in accordance with Section 57-10-9.

(2) A person who uses the term "Utah Coordinate System" on a map, report of survey, or

other document shall use the term to reference the coordinate system, the coordinates,

and the unit of measure.

(3) A person who uses a coordinate system that is similar to the Utah Plane Coordinate

System, including a system that uses a modified el evation datum, shall include the word

"modified" in thetitle of the coordinate system.
(4) A survey or map that is based on a modified coordinate system shall:
(a) display thefull title of the modified coordinate system, including the word

-8-



Enrolled Copy H.B. 512

263 "modified"; and

264 (b) display the appropriate combined adjustment factor that relates the modified system
265 to the Utah Plane Coordinate System.

266 Section 9. Section 57-10-9 is amended to read:

267 57-10-9 . Use of coordinate system.

268 [The use of the Utah-coerdinate system

269

270 (1) A person who uses the Utah Plane Coordinate System for horizontal or vertical

271 coordinate values shall reference the values to the most current National Spatial

272 Reference System that the NGS maintains.

273 (2) A person shall include metadata that describes the coordinate system used and the basis
274 of bearings with the coordinate-based |and description or survey record.

275 (3) Nothing in this chapter prohibits a person from using another datum, reference network,
276 or coordinate system in a survey, map, or legal description that does not use the Utah
277 Plane Coordinate System if the person clearly identifies and documents the datum,

278 reference network, or coordinate system used, including the basis of bearings, historical
279 rotation, or existing monumentation.

280 Section 10. Section 58-22-302 is amended to read:

281 58-22-302 . Qualificationsfor licensure.

282 (1) Each applicant for licensure as a professional engineer shall:

283 () submit an application in aform [prescribed-by-the-division] the division approves;
284 (b) pay afee [determined-by-|the department [under] determinesin accordance with
285 Section 63J-1-504;

286 (c)(i) have graduated and received a [bachelorsormasters] bachelor's or master's

287 degree from an engineering program meeting criteria [established-byrule by-the
288 divisen-in-collaboration-with-the-board] the division makes by rulein

289 collaboration with the board; or

290 (if) have completed the Transportation Engineering Technology and Fundamental
291 Engineering College Program before July 1, 1998, under the direction of the Utah
292 Department of Transportation and as certified by the Utah Department of

293 Transportation;

294 (d) have [sueeessfully-]completed a program of qualifying experience [established-by
295 rule by-the division-in-collaberation-with-the beard] the division makes by rulein
296 collaboration with the board;
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297 (e) have [sueeessfulhy-]passed examinations [established-by-rule by-the divisionin

298 collaboration-with-the-board] the division makes by rulein collaboration with the
299 board; and

300 (f) meet with the board or representative of the division upon request for the purpose of
301 evaluating the applicant's qualification for licensure.

302 (2) Each applicant for licensure as a professional structural engineer shall:

303 (a) submit an application in aform [prescribed-by-the-division] the division approves,
304 (b) pay afee [determinedby-|the department [under] determines in accordance with
305 Section 63J-1-504;

306 (c) have graduated and received an earned [bachelorsor-masters| bachelor's or master's
307 degree from an engineering program meeting criteria [established-byrule-by-the
308 divisionin-coltaboration-with-the-board] the division makes by rulein collaboration
309 with the board;

310

311

312

313

314

315 the board;

316 (e) have [sueeessfulhy-]passed examinations [established-by-rule by-the-divisionin

317 oHaberation-with-the board,-exeept-thatpri , y [

318

319

320 division makes by rule in collaboration with the board; and

321 (f) meet with the board or representative of the division upon request for the purpose of
322 evaluating the applicant's qualification for licensure.

323 (3) Each applicant for licensure as a professional land surveyor shall:

324 (a) submit an application in aform [approved-by-the-division] the division approves;
325 (b) pay afee [determined-by-the department-under] the department determinesin

326 accordance with Section 63J-1-504;

327 (o)[{))] meet one of the following education and experience requirements.

328 (i) hold, at aminimum, an [assoeiates| associate degree from aland surveying program|
329 —or-an-egutvalenttand-surveying-program;-such-as-aprogram-of fered-by-a

330
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331 divisionin-collaboration-with-the board] _the division makes by rulein

332 collaboration with the board, and have [suceessfully-completed-a-program-of
333 e . . -y . , ' i

334 collaboration-with-the-board] completed at |east six years of qualifying experience
335 in land surveying, as the division determines by rule made in collaboration with
336 the board;[-or]

337

338

339

340 (i) hold a bachelor's degree from a land surveying program, or an equivalent land
341 surveying program that the division approves by rule in collaboration with the
342 board, and have completed at least four years of qualifying experiencein land
343 surveying, as the division determines by rule in collaboration with the board;
344 (iii) hold a high school diploma, or the equivalent of a recognized high school

345 diploma, and have completed at least 10 years of qualifying experiencein land
346 surveying, as the division determines by rule in collaboration with the board; or
347 (iv) hold aprofessional land surveying license, or equivalent license in the United
348 States, and practice as a professional land surveyor in the United States for at least
349 one year;

350 (d) have [suecessfully-]passed examinations [established-by-rule by-the divisionin

351 cotlaberation-with-the-board] the division approves by rule in collaboration with the
352 board; and

353 (e) meet with the board or representative of the division upon request for the purpose of
354 evaluating the applicant's qualification for licensure.

355 (4) Each applicant for licensure by endorsement shall:

356 (@) submit an application in aform [approved-by-the-division] the division approves,
357 (b) pay afee [determined-by-|the department [under] determinesin accordance with
358 Section 63J-1-504;

359 (c) submit satisfactory evidence of:

360 (i) current licensure in good standing in ajurisdiction [recognized-by-rule-by-the
361 divisionn-coltaboration-with-the-board] the division recognizes by rulein

362 collaboration with the board,;

363 (i) having [sueeessfully-]passed an examination [established-by-rule by the division
364 n-coltaboration-with-the-board] the division approves by rule in collaboration with
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the board; and
(iii) full-time employment as a principal for at least five of the last seven years
immediately [preceding] before the date of the application as a:
(A) licensed professional engineer for licensure as a professional engineer;
(B) licensed professional structural engineer for licensure as a structural engineer;
or
(C) licensed professional land surveyor for licensure as a professional land
surveyor; and
(d) meet with the board or representative of the division upon request for the purpose of
evaluating the applicant's qualifications for license.
(5) Therules made to implement this section shall be in accordance with Title 63G, Chapter
3, Utah Administrative Rulemaking Act.
Section 11. Repealer.
This bill repeals:
Section 57-10-11, Requirement to conform to the Utah Coordinate System.
Section 12. Effective Date.
Thisbill takes effect on May 6, 2026.
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