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01-12 08:23 H.B. 32
Signature Gathering and Verification Amendments
2026 GENERAL SESSION
STATEOF UTAH
Chief Sponsor: Paul A. Cutler
Senate Sponsor: Ronald M. Winterton
LONGTITLE
Committee Note:
The Government Operations Interim Committee recommended this bill.
Legidlative Vote: 11 voting for 0 voting against 6 absent
General Description:
This bill modifies requirements for petitions.
Highlighted Provisions:

Thishill:

» amends and standardizes the circulator verification sheet language;

» clarifies how an individual may be paid for collecting petition signatures,

» requires an election official who verifies signatures for a petition to send an email and
text message notice to the signer of the petition notifying the signer of the status of the
signer's signature;

> requires the lieutenant governor to develop and maintain an online training course to
educate individuals who collect signatures for a petition;

» requires an individual who collects signatures for a petition to complete the training
course described above before collecting any signatures for the petition;

> requires an election official to reject a petition packet if the individual who collects
signatures for the petition did not complete the online training course described above;

» modifies requirements related to initiative and referendum packets by:

 requiring a county clerk who verifies signatures for an initiative or areferendum to
certify certain statistical information to the lieutenant governor; and

« directing the county clerk to retain and preserve each initiative or referendum packet
for at least 22 months; and

» makes technical and conforming changes.

Money Appropriated in thisBill:

None

Other Special Clauses:
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Thisbill provides a special effective date.

Utah Code Sections Affected:

AMENDS:
20A-1-1001 (Effective 05/06/26), aslast amended by Laws of Utah 2025, First Special
Session, Chapter 16
20A-1-1002 (Effective 07/01/27), as enacted by Laws of Utah 2023, Chapter 116
20A-7-104 (Effective 05/06/26), as last amended by Laws of Utah 2024, Chapter 442
20A-7-105 (Effective 05/06/26), as last amended by Laws of Utah 2025, Chapter 448
20A-7-203 (Effective 05/06/26), as last amended by Laws of Utah 2024, Chapter 442
20A-7-303 (Effective 05/06/26), as last amended by Laws of Utah 2024, Chapter 442
20A-7-503 (Effective 05/06/26), as last amended by Laws of Utah 2024, Chapter 442
20A-7-603 (Effective 05/06/26), as last amended by Laws of Utah 2024, Chapter 442
20A-8-103 (Effective 05/06/26), as last amended by Laws of Utah 2025, Chapters 38, 448
20A-9-405 (Effective 05/06/26), as last amended by Laws of Utah 2025, Chapter 38
20A-9-502 (Effective 05/06/26), as last amended by Laws of Utah 2025, Chapter 448
20A-21-201 (Effective 05/06/26), as last amended by Laws of Utah 2025, Chapters 381,
448

ENACTS:
20A-1-1004 (Effective 05/06/26), Utah Code Annotated 1953
20A-1-1005 (Effective 05/06/26), Utah Code Annotated 1953

Be it enacted by the Legidature of the state of Utah:
Section 1. Section 20A-1-1001 is amended to read:
20A-1-1001 (Effective 05/06/26). Definitions.
Asused in this part:
(D@ "Clerk" means the lieutenant governor, a county clerk, municipal clerk, town
clerk, city recorder, or municipal recorder.
(b) "Clerk™ includes a board of trustees under Title 17B, Chapter 1, Provisions
Applicableto All Special Districts.
(2) "Local petition" means:
(&) amanual or electronic local initiative petition described in Chapter 7, Part 5, Local
Initiatives - Procedures; or
(b) amanual or electronic local referendum petition described in Chapter 7, Part 6, Local
Referenda - Procedures.
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(3) "Petition" means one of the following written requests, signed by registered voters,

appealing to an authority with respect to a particular cause:

(a) alocal petition;

(b) apetition to consolidate two or more municipalities under Section 10-2-601;

(c) apetition for disincorporation of a municipality under Section 10-2-701,

(d) apetition to incorporate a proposed municipality under Section 10-2a-208;

(e) apetition to consolidate adjoining counties under Section 17-61-201,;

(f) apetition to annex a portion of a county to an adjoining county under Section
17-61-301;

(g) apetition for the creation of a new county under Section 17-61-401,

(h) apetition for the removal of a county seat under Section 17-60-302;

(i) apetition for the adoption of an optional plan under Section 17-62-303;

() apetition for the repeal of an optional plan under Section 17-62-505;

(K) apetition to create a special district under Section 17B-1-203;

() apetition to withdraw an areafrom a special district under Section 17B-1-504;

(m) apetition to dissolve a special district under Section 17B-1-1303;

(n) apetition for issuance of local building authority bonds under Section 17D-2-502;

(o) apetition to become aregistered political party under Section 20A-8-103;

(p) anomination petition for municipal office under Section 20A-9-203;

(9) anomination petition for aregular primary election under Subsection
20A-9-403(3)(a) and Section 20A-9-405;

(r) apetition for apolitical party to qualify asamunicipal political party under Section
20A-9-404;

(s) apetition for the nomination of aqualified political party under Section 20A-9-408;

(t) anomination petition for a candidate not affiliated with a political party under
Section 20A-9-502;

(u) anomination petition to become a delegate to aratification convention under Section
20A-15-103;

(v) apetition to create a new school district under Section 53G-3-301,

(w) apetition to consolidate school districts under Section 53G-3-401,

(x) apetition to transfer a portion of a school district to another district under Section
53G-3-501;

(y) apetition to determine whether a privatization project agreement should be approved
under Section 73-10d-4; or

H.B. 32
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(z) astatewide petition.
(4) "Petition packet” means.
(a) acandidate signature packet, as defined in Section 20A-9-401.1;
(b) aninitiative packet, as defined in Section 20A-7-101;
(c) areferendum packet, as defined in Section 20A-7-101; or
(d) any other packet of signature sheets that:
(i) isbound together and circulated to gather signatures for a petition; and
(ii) includes a cover sheet at the front of the packet and a circulator verification sheet
at the end of the packet.
[(4)] (5) "Statewide petition" means:
(@) amanual or electronic statewide initiative petition described in Chapter 7, Part 2,

Statewide Initiatives; or
(b) amanual or electronic statewide referendum petition described in Chapter 7, Part 3,
Statewide Referenda.
[(5)] (6)(a) "Substantialy similar name" means:

(i) the given name, the surname, or both, provided by the individual with the
individual's petition signature, contain only minor spelling differences when
compared to the given name and surname shown on the official register;

(i) the surname provided by the individual with the individual's petition signature
exactly matches the surname shown on the official register, and the given names
differ only because one of the given names shown is a commonly used
abbreviation or variation of the other;

(iii) the surname provided by the individual with the individual's petition signature
exactly matches the surname shown on the official register, and the given names
differ only because one of the given names shown is accompanied by afirst or
middleinitial or amiddle name which is not shown on the other record; or

(iv) the surname provided by the individual with the individual's petition signature
exactly matches the surname shown on the official register, and the given names
differ only because one of the given names shown is an a phabetically
corresponding initial that has been provided in the place of a given name shown
on the other record.

(b) "Substantially similar name" does not include a name having an initial or amiddle
name provided by the individual with the individual's petition signature that does not
match adifferent initial or middle name shown on the official register.
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133 Section 2. Section 20A-1-1002 is amended to read:

134 20A-1-1002 (Effective 07/01/27). Verification of voter registration -- Electronic
135 noticeto petition signer.

136 (1) A clerk shall use the following procedures to determine whether a signer of a petitionis

137 aregistered voter and to determine the address where the voter is registered to vote:
138 (a) if asigner's name and address provided by the individual with the individual's

139 petition signature exactly match a name and address shown on the official register
140 and the signer's signature appears substantially similar to the signature on the

141 statewide voter registration database, the clerk shall declare the signature valid for the
142 district or jurisdiction in which the signer is registered to vote;

143 (b) if thereisno exact match of an address and a name, the clerk shall declare the

144 signature valid for the district or jurisdiction in which the signer is registered to vote,
145 if:

146 (i) the address provided by the individual with the individual's petition signature
147 matches the address of an individual on the official register with a substantially
148 similar name; and

149 (i) the signer's signature appears substantially similar to the signature on the

150 statewide voter registration database of the individual described in Subsection
151 (D D)();

152 (c) if thereis no match of an address and a substantially similar name, the clerk shall
153 declare the signature valid for the district or jurisdiction in which the signer is

154 registered to vote if:

155 (i) the birth date or age provided by the individual with the individual's petition
156 signature matches the birth date or age of an individual on the officia register
157 with asubstantially similar name; and

158 (ii) the signer's signature appears substantially similar to the signature on the

159 statewide voter registration database of the individual described in Subsection
160 D (c)().

161 (2) If asignatureisnot declared valid under Subsection (1)(a), (b), or (c¢), the clerk shall
162 declare the signature to be invalid.
163 (3) A clerk shall, within two business days after the day on which the clerk declaresa

164 signer's signature valid or invalid under this section, notify the signer of the status of the
165 signer's signature by:
166 (a) sending an email notice to the signer if the signer'sinformation in the voter
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167 registration database includes an email address; and

168 (b) sending atext message notice to the signer if:

169 (i) the signer'sinformation in the voter registration database includes a mobile
170 telephone number; and

171 (ii) on the signer's voter registration form, the signer consented to receive official
172 communications, by text, at the mobile phone number.

173 (4) Thenotice described in Subsection (3) shall:

174 (a) includethetitle "Notice of Signature Verification";

175 (b) identify the name or type of petition the signer signed; and

176 (¢) inform the signer that the signer's signature was declared valid or invalid by the clerk.
177 Section 3. Section 20A-1-1004 is enacted to read:

178 20A-1-1004 (Effective 05/06/26). Circulator verification sheet -- Rejection of

179 petition packet.
180 (1) Thefinal page of each petition packet shall contain a circulator verification sheet

181 featuring the following printed or typed statement to be completed by the individual who
182 gathers signatures for the petition:

183 VERIFICATION OF SIGNATURE-GATHERER

184 l, , hereby state, under penalty of perjury, that:

185 | am at least 18 years old;

186 All the names that appear in this petition packet were signed by individuals who

187 professed to be the individuals whose names appear in it, and each of the individuals
188 signed the individual's name on it in my presence or, in the case of an individual with a
189 qualifying disability, | have signed this petition packet on the individual's behalf, at the
190 direction of the individual and in the individual's presence, by entering the initials"AV"
191 astheindividual's signature;

192 | certify that, for each individual whose signature is represented in this petition

193 packet by theinitials"AV":

194 | obtained the individua's voluntary direction or consent to sign the petition

195 packet on the individual's behalf;

196 | do not believe, or have reason to believe, that the individual lacked the mental

197 capacity to give direction or consent;

198 | do not believe, or have reason to believe, that the individual did not understand
199 the purpose or nature of my signing the petition packet on the individual's behalf;

200 | did not intentionally or knowingly deceive the individual into directing me to, or
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201 consenting for me to, sign the petition packet on the individual's behalf; and

202 | did not intentionally or knowingly enter false information on the signature sheet;
203 | did not knowingly make a misrepresentation of fact related to this petition;

204 | believe that each individual's name and address is written correctly, that each signer
205 has read all the information contained in the petition, and that each signer is or will be
206 registered to vote in Utah at the time the petition packet is submitted for verification;
207 The correct date of signature appears next to each individual's name;

208 | have not paid or given anything of value to any individual who signed this petition
209 packet to encourage that individual to sign it;

210 | understand that if | have been or will be paid to gather signatures for this petition,

211 the payment rate must be based on an hourly rate or arate per valid signature; and

212 | completed the signature gatherer training available on the lieutenant governor's

213 website at www.vote.utah.gov before gathering signatures for this petition. Yes No
214 (Check one)

215

216 (Name) (Residence Address) (Date)

217 (2) A clerk shall reject a petition packet if:

218 (a) al or any portion of the circulator verification sheet described in this section is not
219 completed by the individual who gathered signatures for the petition; or

220 (b) theindividual who gathered signatures for the petition checked "No" in response to
221 the signature gatherer training statement.

222 Section 4. Section 20A-1-1005 is enacted to read:

223 20A-1-1005 (Effective 05/06/26). Onlinetraining for signature gatherers.

224 (1) Thelieutenant governor shall develop and maintain an online training course to educate
225 individuals who collect signatures for a petition.

226 (2) Thetraining course shall:

227 (a) inform signature gatherers of the requirements, restrictions, and procedures that
228 apply to the circulation of petitions and collection of signatures, including

229 information about:

230 (i) collecting asignature from an individual with a disability; and

231 (ii) electronic signature gathering;

232 (b) emphasize compliance with the requirements, restrictions, and procedures described
233 in Subsection (2)(a);

234 (c) highlight the potential for criminal penalties for knowingly or intentionally
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falsifying, misrepresenting, or otherwise violating applicable law in the circulation of

apetition and collection of signatures; and

(d) recommend best practices for individuals who gather signatures for a petition.

(3) The lieutenant governor shall make the training course described in Subsection (2)

available on the lieutenant governor's website.

(4) Anindividua may not gather signaturesfor a petition unless the individual has, before

collecting any signatures, completed the online training course described in this section.
Section 5. Section 20A-7-104 is amended to read:
20A-7-104 (Effective 05/06/26). Signature gatherers-- Payments-- Badges --
Infor mation -- Requirement to provideinitiative or referendum for reading.

(1) A person may not pay a person to gather signatures under this chapter [based-en-arate

ment is based on:

(a) anhourly rate; or

(b) arate per signature declared valid under Section 20A-1-1002.

[(3)] (2) A person may not accept payment made in violation of this section.

[(4)] (3) Anindividual who is paid to gather signatures for a petition described in this
chapter shall, while gathering signatures, wear a badge on the front of the individual's
torso that complies with the following, ensuring that the information on the badge is
clearly visible to the individual from whom a signature is sought:

(@) the badge shall be printed in black ink on white cardstock and laminated; and
(b) theinformation on the badge shall be in at least 24-point type and include the
following information:
(i) anidentification number that is unique to the individual gathering signatures,
assigned by:
(A) for astatewideinitiative or referendum, the lieutenant governor; or
(B) for alocal initiative or referendum, the local clerk;
(i) thetitle of the initiative or referendum;
(iii) thewords"Paid Signature Gatherer"; and
(iv) the name of the entity paying the signature gatherer.

[(5)] (4) Anindividual who gathers signatures under this chapter shall offer a paper

document to each individual who signs the petition that:
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269 (@) isprinted in black ink on white paper, white cardstock, or awhite sticker, in at least
270 12-point type; and

271 (b)(i) for aninitiative, includes the name of theinitiative and the following statement:
272 "Y ou may view theinitiative, itsfiscal impact, and information on removing your
273 signature from the petition at [list a uniform resource locator that links directly to the
274 information described in Section 20A-7-202.7 or 20A-7-502.6, as applicable]."; or
275 (i) for areferendum, includes the name of the referendum and the following statement:

276 "Y ou may view the referendum and information on removing your signature from the
277 petition at [list a uniform resource locator that links directly to the information described in
278 Section 20A-7-304.5 or 20A-7-604.5, as applicable]."

279  [(6)] (5) Anindividual who gathers signatures under this chapter shall, before collecting a
280 signature from an individual, present to the individual a printed or digital copy of the

281 initiative or referendum and wait for the individual to read the initiative or referendum.

282 [(H] (6) A person who violates this section is guilty of aclass B misdemeanor.

283 Section 6. Section 20A-7-105 is amended to read:

284 20A-7-105 (Effective 05/06/26). Manual petition processes -- Obtaining

285 signatures-- Verification -- Submitting the petition -- Certification of signatures --
286 Transfer to lieutenant governor -- Removal of signature.

287 (1) Thissection appliesonly to the manual initiative process and the manual referendum

288 process.

289 (2) Asusedin thissection:

290 (a) "Local petition" means:

291 (i) amanual local initiative petition described in Part 5, Local Initiatives - Procedures,
292 or

293 (i) amanual local referendum petition described in Part 6, Local Referenda -

294 Procedures.

295 (b) "Packet" means an initiative packet or referendum packet.

296 (c) "Petition" means alocal petition or statewide petition.

297 (d) "Statewide petition” means:

298 (i) amanual statewide initiative petition described in Part 2, Statewide Initiatives; or
299 (i) amanual statewide referendum petition described in Part 3, Statewide Referenda.
300 (3)(a) A Utahvoter may sign a statewide petition if the voter isalegal voter.

301 (b) A Utah voter may sign alocal petition if the voter:

302 () isalegal voter; and
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(if) residesinthelocal jurisdiction.

(4)(a The sponsors shall ensure that the individual in whose presence each signature

sheet was signed:
(i) isat least 18 yearsold;
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(i) verifies each signature sheet by completing the verification printed on the last

page of each packet; and

(i) isinformed that each signer is required to read and understand:
(A) for aninitiative petition, the law proposed by the initiative; or

(B) for areferendum petition, the law that the referendum seeks to overturn.

(b) Anindividual may not sign the verification printed on the last page of a packet if the

individual signed a signature sheet in the packet.
(5)(& The sponsors, or an agent of the sponsors, shall submit asigned and verified

packet to the county clerk of the county in which the packet was circulated before 5

p.m. no later than the earlier of:
(i) for astatewide initiative:

(A) thefirst business day that is at least 30 calendar days after the day on which

thefirst individual signstheinitiative packet;

(B) thelast business day that is no more than 316 calendar days after the day on

which the application for the initiative petition is filed; or
(C) the February 15 immediately before the next regular general election
immediately after the application isfiled under Section 20A-7-202;

(if) for astatewide referendum:

(A) thefirst business day that is at least 30 calendar days after the day on which

thefirst individual signs the referendum packet; or

(B) thefirst businessday that is at least 40 calendar days after the day on which

the legidative session at which the law passed ends;

(iii) for alocal initiative:

(A) thefirst business day that is at least 30 calendar days after the day on which

the first individual signsthe initiative packet;

(B) thelast business day that is no more than 316 calendar days after the day on

which the application isfiled;

(C) the April 15 immediately before the next regular general election immediately
after the application isfiled under Section 20A-7-502, if the local initiativeisa

county initiative; or

-10-
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337 (D) the April 15 immediately before the next municipal general election

338 immediately after the application isfiled under Section 20A-7-502, if the local
339 initiative isamunicipal initiative; or

340 (iv) for alocal referendum:

341 (A) thefirst business day that is at least 30 calendar days after the day on which
342 thefirst individual signs the referendum packet; or

343 (B) thefirst business day that is at least 45 calendar days after the day on which
344 the sponsors receive the items described in Subsection 20A-7-604(3) from the
345 local clerk.

346 (b) A person may not submit a packet after the applicable deadline described in

347 Subsection (5)(a).

348 (c) Beforedelivering an initiative packet to the county clerk under this Subsection (5),
349 the sponsors shall send an email to each individual who provides alegible, valid

350 email address on the signature sheet that includes the following:

351 (i) the subject of the email shall include the following statement, "Notice Regarding
352 Y our Petition Signature”; and

353 (ii) the body of the email shall include the following statement in 12-point type:

354 "Y ou signed a petition for the following initiative:

355 [insert title of initiative]

356 To access acopy of the initiative petition, the initiative, the fiscal impact statement, and
357 information on the deadline for removing your signature from the petition, please visit the
358 following link: [insert a uniform resource locator that takes the individual directly to the page
359 on the lieutenant governor's or county clerk's website that includes the information referred to
360 in the email]."

361 (d) For astatewide initiative, the sponsors shall, no later than 5 p.m. on the day on which
362 the sponsors submit the last initiative packet to the county clerk, submit to the

363 lieutenant governor:

364 (i) alist containing:

365 (A) the name and email address of each individual the sponsors sent, or caused to
366 be sent, the email described in Subsection (5)(c); and

367 (B) the date the email was sent;

368 (if) acopy of the email described in Subsection (5)(c); and

369 (iii) thefollowing written verification, completed and signed by each of the sponsors:

370 "Verification of initiative sponsor State of Utah, County of l, ,
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371 of , hereby state, under penalty of perjury, that:

372 | am a sponsor of the initiative petition entitled ; and

373 | sent, or caused to be sent, to each individual who provided alegible, valid emall
374 address on a signature sheet submitted to the county clerk in relation to the initiative petition,
375 the email described in Utah Code Subsection 20A-7-105(5)(c).

376 .
377 (Name) (Residence Address) (Date)"[]

378 (e) For alocd initiative, the sponsors shall, no later than 5 p.m. on the day on which the
379 sponsors submit the last initiative packet to the local clerk, submit to the local clerk
380 the items described in Subsection (5)(d).

381 (f) Signatures gathered for an initiative petition are not valid if the sponsors do not

382 comply with Subsection (5)(c), (d), or (e).

383 (6)(a) Within 21 caendar days after the day on which the county clerk receives the
384 packet, the county clerk shall:

385 (i) usethe procedures described in Section 20A-1-1002, or 20A-7-106 if applicable,
386 to determine whether each signer isalegal voter and, as applicable, the

387 jurisdiction where the signer isregistered to vote;

388 (i1) for astatewideinitiative or a statewide referendum:

389 (A) certify on the petition whether each name is that of alegal voter; and

390 (B) post the name, voter identification number, and date of signature of each legal
391 voter certified under Subsection (6)(a)(ii)(A) on the lieutenant governor's

392 website, in a conspicuous location designated by the lieutenant governor; and
393 [({C) delivertheverified-packetto-thelieutenant-governor;]

394 (iii) for alocal initiative or alocal referendum:

395 (A) certify on the petition whether each name is that of alegal voter who is

396 registered in the jurisdiction to which the initiative or referendum rel ates;

397 (B) post the name, voter identification number, and date of signature of each legal
398 voter certified under Subsection (6)(a)(iii)(A) on the lieutenant governor's
399 website, in a conspicuous location designated by the lieutenant governor; and
400 (C) deliver the verified packet to the local clerk.

401 (b)(i) For astatewide initiative or statewide referendum, the county clerk shall, no

402 later than seven calendar days after the last day the county clerk makes the posting
403 described in Subsection (6)(a)(ii)(B), certify the following information to the

404 lieutenant governor:
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405 (A) thetotal number of verified packetsin the county clerk's possession;

406 (B) thetotal number of signatures verified by the county clerk;

407 (C) of the number described in Subsection (6)(b)(i)(B), the number of signatures
408 the county clerk declared valid and invalid under Section 20A-1-1002; and
409 (D) abreakdown of the number of invalid signatures, categorized by the reason
410 for invalidity;

411 (ii) After acounty clerk sends the certification described in Subsection (6)(b)(i) to the
412 lieutenant governor, the county clerk shall retain and preserve each verified packet
413 in the manner described in Subsection 20A-4-202(2).

414 (c) For alocal initiative or local referendum, the local clerk shall post alink ina

415 conspicuous location on the local government's website to the posting described in
416 Subsection (6)(a)(iii)(B):

417 (i) for alocal initiative, during the period of time described in Subsection 20A-7-507
418 (3)(a); or

419 (i) for alocal referendum, during the period of time described in Subsection

420 20A-7-607(2)(a)(i).

421  (7) The county clerk may not certify a signature under Subsection (6):

422 () on apacket that isnot verified in accordance with Subsection (4); or

423 (b) that does not have a date of signature next to the signature.

424  (8)(a) A voter who signs a statewide initiative petition may have the voter's signature

425 removed from the petition by, in accordance with Section 20A-1-1003, submitting to

426 the county clerk a statement requesting that the voter's signature be removed no later

427 than 5 p.m. the earlier of:

428 (i) for aninitiative packet received by the county clerk before December 1:

429 (A) thefirst business day that is at least 30 calendar days after the day on which
430 the voter signs the signature removal statement; or

431 (B) thefirst business day that is at least 90 calendar days after the day on which
432 the lieutenant governor posts the voter's name under Subsection 20A-7-207(2);
433 or

434 (if) for aninitiative packet received by the county clerk on or after December 1.

435 (A) thefirst business day that is at least 30 calendar days after the day on which
436 the voter signs the signature removal statement; or

437 (B) thefirst business day that is at least 45 calendar days after the day on which
438 the lieutenant governor posts the voter's name under Subsection 20A-7-207(2).
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A voter who signs a statewide referendum petition may have the voter's signature

removed from the petition by, in accordance with Section 20A-1-1003, submitting to

the county clerk a statement requesting that the voter's signature be removed no later

than 5 p.m. the earlier of:

(i) thefirst business day that is at least 30 calendar days after the day on which the
voter signs the statement requesting removal; or

(i) thefirst business day that is at least 45 calendar days after the day on which the
lieutenant governor posts the voter's name under Subsection 20A-7-307(2).

(c) A voter who signsalocal initiative petition may have the voter's signature removed

(d)

(€)

from the petition by, in accordance with Section 20A-1-1003, submitting to the

county clerk a statement requesting that the voter's signature be removed no later than

5 p.m. the earlier of:

() thefirst business day that is at least 30 calendar days after the day on which the
voter signs the signature removal statement;

(i) thefirst business day that is at least 90 calendar days after the day on which the
local clerk posts the voter's name under Subsection 20A-7-507(2);

(iii) thelast business day that is no more than 316 calendar days after the day on
which the application isfiled; or

(iv)(A) for acounty initiative, April 15 immediately before the next regular
general election immediately after the application is filed under Section
20A-7-502; or
(B) for amunicipal initiative, April 15 immediately before the next municipal

general election immediately after the application is filed under Section
20A-7-502.

A voter who signs alocal referendum petition may have the voter's signature

removed from the petition by, in accordance with Section 20A-1-1003, submitting to

the county clerk a statement requesting that the voter's signature be removed no later

than 5 p.m. the earlier of:

(i) thefirst business day that is at least 30 calendar days after the day on which the
voter signs the statement requesting removal; or

(i) thefirst business day that is at least 45 calendar days after the day on which the
local clerk posts the voter's name under Subsection 20A-7-607(2)(a).

In order for the signature to be removed, the county clerk must receive the statement

described in this Subsection (8) before 5 p.m. no later than the applicable deadline
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described in this Subsection (8).
(f) A county clerk shall analyze a signature, for purposes of removing a signature from a
petition, in accordance with Subsection 20A-1-1003(3).

(9)(@) If the county clerk timely receives a statement requesting signature removal under
Subsection (8) and determines that the signature should be removed from the petition
under Subsection 20A-1-1003(3), the county clerk shall:

(i) ensurethat the voter's name, voter identification number, and date of signature are
not included in the posting described in Subsection (6)(a)(ii)(B) or (iii)(B); and

(if) remove the voter's signature from the signature packets and signature packet
totals.

(b) The county clerk shall comply with Subsection (9)(a) before the later of:

(i) the deadline described in Subsection (6)(a); or

(i) two business days after the day on which the county clerk receives a statement
requesting signature removal under Subsection (8).

(10) A person may not retrieve a packet from a county clerk, or make any alterations or

corrections to a packet, after the packet is submitted to the county clerk.
Section 7. Section 20A-7-203 is amended to read:
20A-7-203 (Effective 05/06/26). Manual initiative process-- Form of initiative
petition and signatur e sheets.
(1) Thissection applies only to the manual initiative process.
(2)(a) Each proposed initiative petition shall be printed in substantially the following form:
"INITIATIVE PETITION To the Honorable , Lieutenant Governor:
We, the undersigned citizens of Utah, respectfully demand that the following proposed

law be submitted to the legal voters/Legislature of Utah for their/its approval or rejection at the
regular general election/session to be held/ beginning on (month\day\year);
Each signer says.

| have personally signed thisinitiative petition or, if | am an individual with a qualifying
disability, | have signed thisinitiative petition by directing the signature gatherer to enter the
initials"AV" as my signature;

The date next to my signature correctly reflects the date that | actually signed the
initiative petition;

| have personally read the entire statement included with this packet;

| am registered to vote in Utah; and

My residence and post office address are written correctly after my name.
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507 NOTICE TO SIGNERS:

508 Public hearings to discuss this initiative were held at: (list dates and locations of public
509 hearingd[-])."[-]

510 (b) If theinitiative proposes atax increase, the following statement shall appear, in at least
511 14-point, bold type, immediately following the information described in Subsection (2)(a):
512 "Thisinitiative seeks to increase the current (insert name of tax) rate by (insert the tax
513 percentage difference) percent, resulting in a(n) (insert the tax percentage increase) percent
514 increase in the current tax rate."[<]

515 (c) The sponsors of an initiative or an agent of the sponsors shall attach a copy of the
516 proposed law to each initiative petition.

517 (3) Eachinitiative signature sheet shall:

518 (a) be printed on sheets of paper 8-1/2 inches long and 11 inches wide;

519 (b) beruled with a horizontal line three-fourths inch from the top, with the space above
520 that line blank for the purpose of binding;

521 (c) include thetitle of the initiative printed below the horizontal line, in at least 14-point,
522 bold type;

523 (d) include atable immediately below the title of the initiative, and beginning .5 inch
524 from the left side of the paper, asfollows:

525 (i) thefirst column shall be .5 inch wide and include three rows,

526 (ii) thefirst row of the first column shall be .85 inch tall and contain the words " For
527 Office Use Only" in 10-point type;

528 (iii) the second row of the first column shall be .35 inch tall;

529 (iv) thethird row of the first column shall be .5 inch tall;

530 (v) the second column shall be 2.75 inches wide;

531 (vi) thefirst row of the second column shall be .35 inch tall and contain the words
532 "Registered Voter's Printed Name (must be legible to be counted)” in 10-point
533 type;

534 (vii) the second row of the second column shall be .5 inch tall;

535 (viii) thethird row of the second column shall be .35 inch tall and contain the words
536 "Street Address, City, Zip Code" in 10-point type;

537 (ix) thefourth row of the second column shall be .5 inch tall;

538 (x) thethird column shall be 2.75 inches wide;

539 (xi) thefirst row of the third column shall be .35 inch tall and contain the words
540 "Signature of Registered Voter" in 10-point type;
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541 (xii) the second row of the third column shall be .5 inch tall;

542 (xiii) thethird row of the third column shall be .35 inch tall and contain the words
543 "Email Address (optional, to receive additional information)™ in 10-point type;
544 (xiv) thefourth row of the third column shall be .5 inch tall;

545 (xv) thefourth column shall be one inch wide;

546 (xvi) thefirst row of the fourth column shall be .35 inch tall and contain the words
547 "Date Signed" in 10-point type;

548 (xvii) the second row of the fourth column shall be .5 inch tall;

549 (xviii) thethird row of the fourth column shall be .35 inch tall and contain the words
550 "Birth Date or Age (optional)" in 10-point type;

551 (xix) thefourth row of the third column shall be .5 inch tall; and

552 (xx) thefifth row of the entire table shall be the width of the entire table, .4 inch tall,
553 and contain the following statement, "By signing thisinitiative petition, you are
554 stating that you have read and understand the law proposed by this initiative

555 petition.” in 12-point type;

556 (e) thetable described in Subsection (3)(d) shall be repeated, |eaving sufficient room at
557 the bottom of the sheet for the information described in Subsection (3)(f); and

558 (f) at the bottom of the sheet, include in the following order:

559 (i) thewords"Fiscal Impact of" followed by thetitle of the initiative, in at least

560 12-point, bold type;

561 (if) except as provided in Subsection (5), the initial fiscal impact statement issued by
562 the Office of the Legidlative Fiscal Analyst in accordance with Subsection

563 20A-7-202.5(2)(a), including any update in accordance with Subsection

564 20A-7-204.1(5), in not less than 12-point type;

565  (iii) if theinitiative proposes atax increase, the following statement in 12-point, bold type:
566 "This initiative seeks to increase the current (insert name of tax) rate by (insert the tax
567 percentage difference) percent, resulting in a(n) (insert the tax percentage increase) percent
568 increase in the current tax rate."; and

569 (iv) theword "Warning," in 12-point, bold type, followed by the following statement in not

570 less than eight-point type:

571 "Itisaclass A misdemeanor for an individual to sign an initiative petition with aname
572 other than the individual's own name, or to knowingly sign the individual's name more than
573 once for the same initiative petition, or to sign an initiative petition when the individual knows
574 that the individual is not aregistered voter.
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575 Birth date or age information is not required, but it may be used to verify your identity
576 with voter registration records. If you choose not to provideit, your signature may not be
577 verified asavalid signature if you change your address before petition signatures are verified
578 or if the information you provide does not match your voter registration records.”
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609

610

611

612

613 [(5)] (4) Thefinal page of each initiative packet shall contain the circulator verification
614 sheet described in Subsection 20A-1-1004(1).

615 (5) If theinitial fiscal impact statement described in Subsection (3)(f)(ii), as updated in
616 accordance with Subsection 20A-7-204.1(5), exceeds 200 words, the Office of the
617 Legidative Fiscal Analyst shall prepare a shorter summary statement, for the purpose of
618 inclusion on an initiative signature sheet, that does not exceed 200 words.

619 (6) If the formsdescribed in this section are substantially followed, the initiative petitions
620 are sufficient, notwithstanding clerical and merely technical errors.

621 Section 8. Section 20A-7-303 is amended to read:

622 20A-7-303 (Effective 05/06/26). Manual referendum process -- Form of

623 referendum petition and signatur e sheets.
624 (1) Thissection appliesonly to the manual referendum process.
625 (2)(a) Each proposed referendum petition shall be printed in substantially the following form:

626 "REFERENDUM PETITION To the Honorable _, Lieutenant Governor:

627 We, the undersigned citizens of Utah, respectfully order that Senate (or House) Bill No.
628 ____,entitled (title of act, and, if the petition is against less than the whole act, set forth here
629 the part or parts on which the referendum is sought), passed by the Legislature of the state of
630 Utah duringthe __ Session, be referred to the people of Utah for their approval or rejection
631 at aregular general election or a statewide special election;

632 Each signer says:

633 | have personally signed this referendum petition or, if | am an individual with a

634 qualifying disability, | have signed this referendum petition by directing the signature gatherer
635 to enter theinitials"AV" as my signature;

636 The date next to my signature correctly reflects the date that | actually signed the

637 referendum petition;

638 | have personally read the entire statement included with this referendum packet;

639 | am registered to vote in Utah; and

640 My residence and post office address are written correctly after my name."[]

641 (b) The sponsors of areferendum or an agent of the sponsors shall attach a copy of the

642 law that is the subject of the referendum to each referendum petition.
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(3) Each referendum signature sheet shall:

(a) be printed on sheets of paper 8-1/2 inches long and 11 inches wide;

(b) beruled with a horizontal line three-fourths inch from the top, with the space above
that line blank for the purpose of binding;

(c) include the title of the referendum printed below the horizontal line, in at |east
14-point, bold type;

(d) include atable immediately below the title of the referendum, and beginning .5 inch
from the left side of the paper, asfollows:

(i) thefirst column shall be .5 inch wide and include three rows,

(i) thefirst row of the first column shall be .85 inch tall and contain the words "For
Office Use Only" in 10-point type;

(iii) the second row of the first column shall be .35 inch tall;

(iv) thethird row of the first column shall be .5 inch tall;

(v) the second column shall be 2.75 inches wide;

(vi) thefirst row of the second column shall be .35 inch tall and contain the words
"Registered Voter's Printed Name (must be legible to be counted)” in 10-point
type;

(vii) the second row of the second column shall be .5 inch tall;

(viii) thethird row of the second column shall be .35 inch tall and contain the words
"Street Address, City, Zip Code" in 10-point type;

(ix) thefourth row of the second column shall be .5 inch tall;

(x) thethird column shall be 2.75 inches wide;

(xi) thefirst row of the third column shall be .35 inch tall and contain the words
"Signature of Registered Voter" in 10-point type;

(xii) the second row of the third column shall be .5 inch tall;

(xiii) thethird row of the third column shall be .35 inch tall and contain the words
"Email Address (optional, to receive additional information)™ in 10-point type;

(xiv) thefourth row of the third column shall be .5 inch tall;

(xv) thefourth column shall be one inch wide;

(xvi) thefirst row of the fourth column shall be .35 inch tall and contain the words
"Date Signed” in 10-point type;

(xvii) the second row of the fourth column shall be .5 inch tall;

(xviii) thethird row of the fourth column shall be .35 inch tall and contain the words
"Birth Date or Age (optional)" in 10-point type;
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677 (xix) thefourth row of the third column shall be .5 inch tall; and

678 (xx) thefifth row of the entire table shall be the width of the entire table, .4 inch tall,
679 and contain the following words "By signing this referendum petition, you are
680 stating that you have read and understand the law that this referendum petition
681 seeks to overturn.” in 12-point type;

682 (e) thetable described in Subsection (3)(d) shall be repeated, |eaving sufficient room at
683 the bottom of the sheet for the information described in Subsection (3)(f); and

684 (f) at the bottom of the sheet, include the word "Warning," in 12-point, bold type, followed by
685 the following statement in not less than eight-point type:

686 "Itisaclass A misdemeanor for an individual to sign areferendum petition with a name
687 other than the individual's own name, or to knowingly sign the individual's name more than
688 once for the same referendum petition, or to sign areferendum petition when the individual
689 knows that the individual is not a registered voter.

690 Birth date or age information is not required, but it may be used to verify your identity
691 with voter registration records. If you choose not to provide it, your signature may not be
692 verified asavalid signature if you change your address before petition signatures are verified
693 or if the information you provide does not match your voter registration records.”
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711
712
713
714
715
716
717
718
719
720
721
722
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725
726
727
728
729 (Name) —————(ResidenceAddressy——(Date)]

730 [(5)] (4) Thefinal page of each referendum packet shall contain the circulator verification
731 sheet described in Subsection 20A-1-1004(1).

732 (5) If theforms described in this section are substantially followed, the referendum

733 petitions are sufficient, notwithstanding clerical and merely technical errors.

734 Section 9. Section 20A-7-503 is amended to read:

735 20A-7-503 (Effective 05/06/26). Manual initiative process-- Form of initiative
736  petition and signatur e sheet.

737 (1) Thissection appliesonly to the manual initiative process.

738 (2)(a) Each proposed initiative petition shall be printed in substantially the following form:

739 "INITIATIVE PETITION To the Honorable _, County Clerk/City Recorder/Town
740 Clerk:

741 We, the undersigned citizens of Utah, respectfully demand that the following proposed
742 law be submitted to: the legislative body for its approval or rejection at its next meeting; and
743 the legal voters of the county/city/town, if the legidative body rejects the proposed law or
744 takes no action on it.
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745 Each signer says:

746 | have personally signed thisinitiative petition or, if | am an individual with a qualifying
747 disability, | have signed thisinitiative petition by directing the signature gatherer to enter the
748 initials"AV" as my signature,

749 The date next to my signature correctly reflects the date that | actually signed the

750 petition;

751 | have personally read the entire statement included with this packet;

752 | am registered to vote in Utah; and

753 My residence and post office address are written correctly after my name.”

754  (b) If theinitiative proposes atax increase, the following statement shall appear, in at least

755 14-point, bold type, immediately following the information described in Subsection (2)(a):
756 "Thisinitiative seeks to increase the current (insert name of tax) rate by (insert the tax
757 percentage difference) percent, resulting in a(n) (insert the tax percentage increase) percent
758 increase in the current tax rate."

759 (c) The sponsors of an initiative or an agent of the sponsors shall attach a copy of the
760 proposed law to each initiative petition.

761 (3) Eachinitiative signature sheet shall:

762 (a) be printed on sheets of paper 8-1/2 inches long and 11 inches wide;

763 (b) beruled with a horizontal line three-fourths inch from the top, with the space above
764 that line blank for the purpose of binding;

765 (c) include thetitle of the initiative printed below the horizontal line, in at least 14-point,
766 bold type;

767 (d) include atable immediately below the title of the initiative, and beginning .5 inch
768 from the left side of the paper, asfollows:

769 (i) thefirst column shall be .5 inch wide and include three rows,

770 (ii) thefirst row of the first column shall be .85 inch tall and contain the words " For
771 Office Use Only" in 10-point type;

772 (iii) the second row of the first column shall be .35 inch tall;

773 (iv) thethird row of the first column shall be .5inch tall;

774 (v) the second column shall be 2.75 inches wide;

775 (vi) thefirst row of the second column shall be .35 inch tall and contain the words
776 "Registered Voter's Printed Name (must be legible to be counted)” in 10-point
77 type;

778 (vii) the second row of the second column shall be .5 inch tall;
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(viii) thethird row of the second column shall be .35 inch tall and contain the words
"Street Address, City, Zip Code" in 10-point type;

(ix) thefourth row of the second column shall be .5 inch tall;

(x) thethird column shall be 2.75 inches wide;

(xi) thefirst row of the third column shall be .35 inch tall and contain the words
"Signature of Registered Voter" in 10-point type;

(xii) the second row of the third column shall be .5 inch tall;

(xiii) thethird row of the third column shall be .35 inch tall and contain the words
"Email Address (optional, to receive additional information)” in 10-point type;

(xiv) thefourth row of the third column shall be .5 inch tall;

(xv) thefourth column shall be one inch wide;

(xvi) thefirst row of the fourth column shall be .35 inch tall and contain the words
"Date Signed" in 10-point type;

(xvii) the second row of the fourth column shall be .5 inch tall;

(xviii) thethird row of the fourth column shall be .35 inch tall and contain the words
"Birth Date or Age (optional)" in 10-point type;

(xix) thefourth row of the third column shall be .5 inch tall; and

(xx) thefifth row of the entire table shall be the width of the entire table, .4 inch tall,
and contain the following words "By signing this initiative petition, you are
stating that you have read and understand the law proposed by thisinitiative
petition.” in 12-point type;

(e) thetable described in Subsection (3)(d) shall be repeated, |eaving sufficient room at

(f)

the bottom of the sheet for the information described in Subsection (3)(f); and

at the bottom of the sheet, include in the following order:

(i) thewords"Fiscal and legal impact of" followed by thetitle of theinitiative, in at
least 12-point, bold type;

(i1) the summary statement in theinitial fiscal impact and legal statement issued by
the budget officer in accordance with Subsection 20A-7-502.5(2)(b) and the cost
estimate for printing and distributing information related to the initiative petition
in accordance with Subsection 20A-7-502.5(3), in not less than 12-point, bold

type;

(iii) if theinitiative proposes atax increase, the following statement in 12-point, bold type:

"Thisinitiative seeks to increase the current (insert name of tax) rate by (insert the tax

percentage difference) percent, resulting in a(n) (insert the tax percentage increase) percent
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813 increase in the current tax rate."; and

814 (iv) theword "Warning," in 12-point, bold type, followed by the following statement in not

815 less than eight-point type:

816 "It isaclass A misdemeanor for an individual to sign an initiative petition with aname
817 other than the individual's own name, or to knowingly sign the individual's name more than
818 once for the same initiative petition, or to sign an initiative petition when the individual knows
819 that the individual is not aregistered voter.

820 Birth date or age information is not required, but it may be used to verify your identity

821 with voter registration records. If you choose not to provideit, your signature may not be

822 verified asavalid signature if you change your address before petition signatures are verified
823 or if the information you provide does not match your voter registration records.”

824 o . .
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847

849
850
851
852
853
854
855
856
857
858
859 (Name) (Residence Aderess) (Date)™]

860 [(5)] (4) Thefina page of each initiative packet shall contain the circulator verification
861 sheet described in Subsection 20A-1-1004(1).

862 (5) If theforms described in this section are substantially followed, the initiative petitions
863 are sufficient, notwithstanding clerical and merely technical errors.

864 Section 10. Section 20A-7-603 is amended to read:

865 20A-7-603 (Effective 05/06/26). Manual referendum process -- Form of

866 referendum petition and signatur e sheet.

867 (1) Thissection applies only to the manual referendum process.
868 (2)(a) Each proposed referendum petition shall be printed in substantially the following form:

869 "REFERENDUM PETITION To the Honorable _, County Clerk/City

870 Recorder/Town Clerk:

871 We, the undersigned citizens of Utah, respectfully order that (description of local law or
872 portion of local law being challenged), passed by the  bereferred to the voters for their
873 approval or rejection at the regular/municipal general election to be held on

874 (month\day\year);

875 Each signer says.

876 | have personally signed this referendum petition or, if | am an individual with a

877 qualifying disability, | have signed this referendum petition by directing the signature gatherer
878 to enter theinitials"AV" as my signature;

879 The date next to my signature correctly reflects the date that | actually signed the

880 petition;

-26-



881
882
883
884
885
886
887
888
889
890
891
892
893
894
895
896
897
898
899
900
901
902
903
904
905
906
907
908
909
910
911
912
913
914

01-12 08:23 H.B. 32

| have personally read the entire statement included with this packet;

| am registered to vote in Utah; and

My residence and post office address are written correctly after my name.”

(b) The sponsors of areferendum or an agent of the sponsors shall attach a copy of the
law that is the subject of the referendum to each referendum petition.

(3) Each referendum signature sheet shall:

() be printed on sheets of paper 8-1/2 inches long and 11 inches wide;

(b) be ruled with ahorizontal line three-fourths inch from the top, with the space above
that line blank for the purpose of binding;

(c) include the title of the referendum printed below the horizontal line, in at |east
14-point type;

(d) include atable immediately below the title of the referendum, and beginning .5 inch
from the left side of the paper, as follows:

(i) thefirst column shall be .5 inch wide and include three rows,

(i) thefirst row of the first column shall be .85 inch tall and contain the words " For
Office Use Only" in 10-point type;

(iii) the second row of the first column shall be .35 inch tall;

(iv) thethird row of the first column shall be .5 inch tall;

(v) the second column shall be 2.75 inches wide;

(vi) thefirst row of the second column shall be .35 inch tall and contain the words
"Registered Voter's Printed Name (must be legible to be counted)” in 10-point
type;

(vii) the second row of the second column shall be .5 inch tall;

(viii) thethird row of the second column shall be .35 inch tall and contain the words
"Street Address, City, Zip Code" in 10-point type;

(ix) thefourth row of the second column shall be .5 inch tall;

(x) thethird column shall be 2.75 inches wide;

(xi) thefirst row of the third column shall be .35 inch tall and contain the words
"Signature of Registered Voter" in 10-point type;

(xii) the second row of the third column shall be .5 inch tall;

(xiii) thethird row of the third column shall be .35 inch tall and contain the words
"Email Address (optional, to receive additiona information)” in 10-point type;

(xiv) thefourth row of the third column shall be .5 inch tall;

(xv) thefourth column shall be one inch wide;
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915 (xvi) thefirst row of the fourth column shall be .35 inch tall and contain the words
916 "Date Signed" in 10-point type;

917 (xvii) the second row of the fourth column shall be .5 inch tall;

918 (xviii) thethird row of the fourth column shall be .35 inch tall and contain the words
919 "Birth Date or Age (optional)" in 10-point type;

920 (xix) the fourth row of the third column shall be .5 inch tall; and

921 (xx) thefifth row of the entire table shall be the width of the entire table, .4 inch tall,
922 and contain the following words, "By signing this referendum petition, you are
923 stating that you have read and understand the law that this referendum petition
924 seeksto overturn." in 12-point type;

925 (e) thetable described in Subsection (3)(d) shall be repeated, |eaving sufficient room at
926 the bottom of the sheet or the information described in Subsection (3)(f); and

927  (f) at the bottom of the sheet, include the word "Warning," in 12-point, bold type, followed by
928 the following statement in not |ess than eight-point type:

929 "Itisaclass A misdemeanor for an individual to sign areferendum petition with a name
930 other than the individual's own name, or to knowingly sign the individual's name more than
931 once for the same referendum petition, or to sign areferendum petition when the individual
932 knows that the individual is not aregistered voter.

933 Birth date or age information is not required, but it may be used to verify your identity
934 with voter registration records. If you choose not to provideit, your signature may not be
935 verified asavalid signature if you change your address before petition signatures are verified
936 or if the information you provide does not match your voter registration records.”
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949
950
951
952
953
954
955
956
957
958
959
960
961
962
963
964
965
966
967
968
969
970
971
972
973
974 (Name) (Residence-Address) (Date)-]

975 [(5)] (4) Thefina page of each referendum packet shall contain the circulator verification
976 sheet described in Subsection 20A-1-1004(1).

977 (5) If theforms described in this section are substantially followed, the referendum

978 petitions are sufficient, notwithstanding clerical and merely technical errors.

979 Section 11. Section 20A-8-103 is amended to read:

980 20A-8-103 (Effective 05/06/26). Petition procedures-- Criminal penalty --

981 Removal of signature.

982 (1) Asusedinthis section, the proposed name or emblem of aregistered political party is
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"distinguishable" if areasonable person of average intelligence will be able to perceive a

difference between the proposed name or emblem and any name or emblem currently

being used by another registered political party.

To become aregistered political party, an organization of registered votersthat is not a

continuing political party shall:

(a) circulate a petition seeking registered political party status beginning no earlier than
the date of the statewide canvass held after the last regular general election and

ending before 5 p.m. no later than November 30 of the year before the year in which

the next regular general election will be held;

(b) file apetition with the lieutenant governor that is signed, with a holographic

signature, by at least 2,000 registered voters before 5 p.m. no later than November 30

of the year in which aregular general election will be held; and
(c) file, with the petition described in Subsection (2)(b), a document certifying:

(i) theidentity of one or more registered political parties whose members may vote

for the organization's candidates;

(i1) whether unaffiliated voters may vote for the organization's candidates; and

(iii) whether, for the next election, the organization intends to nominate the

organization's candidates in accordance with the provisions of Section 20A-9-406.
The petition shall:
(@) be on sheets of paper 8-1/2 inches long and 11 inches wide;
(b) be ruled with ahorizontal line 3/4 inch from the top, with the space above that line
blank for the purpose of binding;
(c) contain the name of the political party and the words "Political Party Registration
Petition” printed directly below the horizontal line;
(d) contain the word "Warning" printed directly under the words described in Subsection

(3)(0);
contain, to the right of the word "Warning," the following statement printed in not less than
eight-point, single leaded type:

"Itisaclass A misdemeanor for anyone to knowingly sign apolitical party registration
petition signature sheet with any name other than the individual's own name or more than once
for the same party or if the individual is not registered to vote in this state and does not intend
to become registered to vote in this state before the petition is submitted to the lieutenant
governor.";

(f) contain the following statement directly under the statement described in Subsection (3)(e):
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"POLITICAL PARTY REGISTRATION PETITION To theHonorable
Lieutenant Governor:

We, the undersigned citizens of Utah, seek registered political party statusfor
(name);

Each signer says:

| have personally signed this petition with a holographic signature;

| am registered to vote in Utah or will register to vote in Utah before the petition is

submitted to the lieutenant governor;

| am or desire to become a member of the political party; and

My street address is written correctly after my name.";

(g) bevertically divided into columns as follows:

(i) thefirst column shall appear at the extreme left of the sheet, be 5/8 inch wide, be
headed with "For Office Use Only," and be subdivided with alight vertical line
down the middle;

(i) the next column shall be 2-1/2 inches wide, headed "Registered Voter's Printed
Name (must be legible to be counted)”;

(iii) the next column shall be 2-1/2 inches wide, headed "Holographic Signature of
Registered Voter";

(iv) the next column shall be one inch wide, headed "Birth Date or Age (Optional)";

(v) thefinal column shall be 4-3/8 inches wide, headed " Street Address, City, Zip
Code"; and

(vi) at the bottom of the sheet, contain the following statement: "Birth date or age
information is not required, but it may be used to verify your identity with voter
registration records. If you choose not to provideit, your signature may not be
certified asavalid signature if you change your address before petition signatures
are certified or if the information you provide does not match your voter

registration records.”;




1051
1052
1053
1054
1055
1056
1057
1058
1059
1060
1061
1062
1063
1064
1065
1066
1067
1068
1069
1070
1071
1072
1073
1074
1075
1076
1077
1078
1079
1080
1081
1082
1083
1084

H.B. 32 01-12 08:23

(Signatuire)- (Residence-Address) (Batey-and)

[(D] (h) have afinal page bound to one or more signature sheets that contains the
circulator verification sheet described in Subsection 20A-1-1004(1); and

(i) be bound to acover sheet that:
(i) identifiesthe political party's name, which may not exceed four words, and the

emblem of the party;
(i) statesthe process that the organization will follow to organize and adopt a
constitution and bylaws; and
(i) issigned by afiling officer, who agrees to receive communications on behalf of
the organization.
(4) Thefiling officer described in Subsection (3)(i)(iii) shall ensure that the individual in
whose presence each signature sheet is signed:
(a) isatleast 18 yearsold; and
(b) verifies each signature sheet by completing the verification bound to one or more
signature sheets that are bound together.
(5) Anindividual may not sign the verification if the individual signed a signature sheet
bound to the verification.
(6) The lieutenant governor shall:
(a) usethe procedures described in Section 20A-1-1002 to determine whether asigner is
aregistered voter;
(b) review the proposed name and emblem to determine if they are "distinguishable"
from the names and emblems of other registered political parties; and
(c) certify the lieutenant governor's findings to the filing officer described in Subsection
(3)(i)(iii) within 30 calendar days after the day on which the organization files the
petition described in Subsection (2)(b).
(7)(@ If the lieutenant governor determines that the petition meets the requirements of
this section, and that the proposed name and emblem are distinguishable, the
lieutenant governor shall authorize the filing officer described in Subsection (3)(i)(iii)
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1085 to organize the prospective political party.

1086 (b) If the lieutenant governor finds that the name, emblem, or both are not

1087 distinguishable from the names and emblems of other registered political parties, the
1088 lieutenant governor shall notify the filing officer that the filing officer has seven
1089 calendar days to electronically submit a new name or emblem to the lieutenant

1090 governor.

1091 (8) A registered political party may not change its name or emblem during the regular

1092 general election cycle.

1093 (9)(a) Itisunlawful for anindividua to:

1094 (i) knowingly sign apolitical party registration petition:

1095 (A) with any name other than the individual's own name;

1096 (B) more than once for the same political party; or

1097 (C) if theindividual is not registered to vote in this state and does not intend to
1098 become registered to vote in this state before the petition is submitted to the
1099 lieutenant governor; or

1100 (if) signthe verification of apolitical party registration petition signature sheet if the
1101 individual:

1102 (A) has not witnessed the signing by those individuals whose names appear on the
1103 political party registration petition signature sheet; or

1104 (B) knowsthat an individual whose signature appears on the political party
1105 registration petition signature sheet is not registered to vote in this state and
1106 does not intend to become registered to vote in this state.

1107 (b) Anindividual who violates this Subsection (9) is guilty of aclass A misdemeanor.
1108 (10)(a) A voter who signs a petition under this section may have the voter's signature

1109 removed from the petition by, no later than three business days after the day on

1110 which the petition is filed with the lieutenant governor, submitting to the lieutenant

1111 governor a statement requesting that the voter's signature be removed.

1112 (b) A statement described in Subsection (10)(a) shall comply with the requirements
1113 described in Subsection 20A-1-1003(2).

1114 (c) Thelieutenant governor shall use the procedures described in Subsection

1115 20A-1-1003(3) to determine whether to remove an individual's signature from a
1116 petition after receiving atimely, valid statement requesting removal of the signature.
1117 Section 12. Section 20A-9-405 is amended to read:

1118 20A-9-405 (Effective 05/06/26). Nomination petitionsfor regular primary
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elections.

(1) Thissection appliesto the form and circulation of nomination petitions for regular
primary elections described in Subsection 20A-9-403(3)(a).

(2) A candidate for elective office, and the agents of the candidate, may not circulate
nomination petitions until the candidate has submitted a declaration of candidacy in
accordance with Subsection 20A-9-202(1).

(3) For the manual candidate qualification process, the nomination petitions shall bein
substantially the following form:

(a) the petition shall be printed on paper 8-1/2 inches long and 11 inches wide;

(b) the petition shall be ruled with a horizontal line 3/4 inch from the top, with the space
above that line blank for purposes of binding;

(c) the petition shall be headed by a caption stating the purpose of the petition and the
name of the proposed candidate;

(d) the petition shall feature the word "Warning" followed by the following statement in
no less than eight-point, single leaded type: "It isaclass A misdemeanor for anyone
to knowingly sign a nomination petition with any name other than the person's own
name, or more than once for the same candidate, or if the person is not registered to
votein this state.";

(e) the petition shall feature 10 lines spaced one-half inch apart and consecutively
numbered one through 10;

(f) the signature portion of the petition shall be divided into columns headed by the
following titles:

(i) Registered Voter's Printed Name;

(if) Signature of Registered Voter;

(iii) Party Affiliation of Registered Voter;
(iv) Birth Date or Age (Optiona);

(v) Street Address, City, Zip Code; and
(vi) Date of Signature; and

(9) aphotograph of the candidate may appear on the nomination petition.

(4) For the electronic candidate qualification process, the lieutenant governor shall design
an electronic form, using progressive screens, that includes:

() thefollowing warning:

"Warning: It isaclass A misdemeanor for anyone to knowingly sign a nomination
petition with any name other than the person's own name, or more than once for the same
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1153 candidate, or if the person is not registered to vote in this state."; and

1154 (b) thefollowing information for each individual who signs the petition:

1155 (i) name;

1156 (i) party affiliation;

1157 (iii) date of birth or age, (optional);

1158 (iv) street address, city, zip code;

1159 (v) date of signature;

1160 (vi) other information required under Section 20A-21-201; and

1161 (vii) other information required by the lieutenant governor.

1162 . e .

1163

1164

1165

1166

1167

1168

1169

1170

1171

1172

1173

1174

1175 [(6)] (5) For the manua candidate qualification process, if one or more nomination petitions
1176 are bound together, afinal page shall be bound to the nomination petition(s) that
1177 contains the circulator verification sheet described in Subsection 20A-1-1004(1).

1178 (6) The lieutenant governor shall prepare and make public model nomination petition forms
1179 and associated instructions.
1180 (7) A nomination petition circulator:

1181 (@) must be at least 18 years old; and

1182 (b) may affiliate with any political party.

1183 (8) Itisunlawful for any person to:

1184 (@) knowingly sign the nomination petition described in this section or Section
1185 20A-9-408:

1186 (i) with any name other than the person’'s own name;
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(i) more than once for the same candidate; or
(iii) if the person is not registered to vote in this state;
(b) signthe verification of a signature for a nomination petition if the person:
(1) has not witnessed the signing by those persons whose names appear on the
nomination petition; or
(if) knows that a person whose signature appears on the nomination petition is not
registered to vote in this state;
(c) pay compensation to any person to sign a nomination petition; or
(d) pay compensation to any person to circulate a nomination petition[;if-the

unless the compensation is based on:

(i) anhourly rate; or
(ii) arate per signature declared valid under Section 20A-1-1002.
(9) Any person violating Subsection (8) is guilty of aclass A misdemeanor.

(20)(& A voter who signs a nomination petition may have the voter's signature removed
from the petition by, no later than three business days after the day on which the
candidate files the petition with the appropriate filing officer, submitting to the filing
officer a statement requesting that the voter's signature be removed.

(b) A statement described in Subsection (10)(a) shall comply with the requirements
described in Subsection 20A-1-1003(2).

(c) Thefiling officer shall use the procedures described in Subsection 20A-1-1003(3) to
determine whether to remove an individual's signature from a nomination petition
after receiving atimely, valid statement requesting removal of the signature.

Section 13. Section 20A-9-502 is amended to read:
20A-9-502 (Effective 05/06/26). Certificate of nomination -- Contents --

Circulation -- Verification -- Criminal penalty -- Removal of petition signature.

(1) The candidate shall:

(@) prepare a certificate of nomination in substantially the following form:

"State of Utah, County of
I, , declare my intention of becoming an unaffiliated candidate for the

political group designated as for the office of . | do solemnly swear that | can
qualify to hold that office both legally and constitutionally if selected, and that | reside at
Street, in the city of , county of , State of , Zip code , phone , and
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that | am providing, or have provided, the required number of holographic signatures of
registered voters required by law; that as a candidate at the next election | will not knowingly
violate any election or campaign law; that, if filing via a designated agent for an office other
than president of the United States, | will be out of the state of Utah during the entire candidate
filing period; | will file al campaign financial disclosure reports as required by law; and |
understand that failure to do so will result in my disqualification as a candidate for this office
and removal of my name from the ballot.

Subscribed and sworn to before me this (month\day\year).

Notary Public (or other officer

qualified to administer oaths)";
(b) for each signature packet, bind signature sheets to a copy of the certificate of
nomination and the circulator verification, that:
(i) are printed on sheets of paper 8-1/2 incheslong and 11 inches wide;
(if) areruled with ahorizontal line 3/4 inch from the top, with the space above that
line blank for the purpose of binding;
(iii) contain the name of the proposed candidate and the words "Unaffiliated
Candidate Certificate of Nomination Petition" printed directly below the
horizontal line;
(iv) containthe word "Warning" printed directly under the words described in
Subsection (1)(b)(iii);
(v) contain, to the right of the word "Warning," the following statement printed in not less than
eight-point, single leaded type:

"Itisaclass A misdemeanor for anyone to knowingly sign a certificate of nomination
signature sheet with any name other than the person's own name or more than once for the
same candidate or if the person is not registered to vote in this state and does not intend to
become registered to vote in this state before the county clerk certifies the signatures.”;

(vi) contain the following statement directly under the statement described in Subsection
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1250 Q) (b)(v):

1251 "Each signer says:

1252 | have personally signed this petition with a holographic signature;

1253 | am registered to vote in Utah or intend to become registered to vote in Utah before the
1254 county clerk certifies my signature; and

1255 My street address is written correctly after my name."”;

1256 (vii) contain horizontally ruled lines, 3/8 inch apart under the statement described in
1257 Subsection (1)(b)(vi); and

1258 (viii) bevertically divided into columns as follows:

1259 (A) thefirst column shall appear at the extreme left of the sheet, be 5/8 inch wide,
1260 be headed with "For Office Use Only," and be subdivided with alight vertical
1261 line down the middle;

1262 (B) the next column shall be 2-1/2 inches wide, headed "Registered Voter's

1263 Printed Name (must be legible to be counted)";

1264 (C) the next column shall be 2-1/2 inches wide, headed "Holographic Signature of
1265 Registered Voter";

1266 (D) the next column shall be one inch wide, headed "Birth Date or Age

1267 (Optional)";

1268 (E) thefinal column shall be 4-3/8 inches wide, headed "Street Address, City, Zip
1269 Code"; and

1270 (F) at the bottom of the sheet, contain the following statement: "Birth date or age
1271 information is not required, but it may be used to verify your identity with
1272 voter registration records. If you choose not to provide it, your signature may
1273 not be certified as avalid signature if you change your address before petition
1274 signatures are certified or if the information you provide does not match your
1275 voter registration records."; and

1276 (c) bind afinal page to one or more signature sheets that contains the circulator

1277 verification sheet described in Subsection 20A-1-1004(1).

1278 [{e} ind-atinal-page to-one-or-more-signature-shee Adtalre1Pou

1279

1280

1281

1282

1283
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1284

1285

1286

1287

1288

1289

1290

1291 (Signature)-  (Residence-Address) (Pate)~]

1292  (2) Anagent designated to file a certificate of nomination under Subsection 20A-9-503
1293 (2)(b) or (4)(b) may not sign the form described in Subsection (1)(a).

1294  (3)(a) The candidate shall circulate the nomination petition and ensure that the person in
1295 whose presence each signature sheet is signed:

1296 (i) isat least 18 yearsold; and

1297 (i) verifies each signature sheet by completing the verification bound to one or more
1298 signature sheets that are bound together.

1299 (b) A person may not sign the circulator verification if the person signed a signature
1300 sheet bound to the verification.

1301 (4)(a) Itisunlawful for any person to:

1302 (i) knowingly sign acertificate of nomination signature sheet:

1303 (A) with any name other than the person's own name;

1304 (B) more than once for the same candidate; or

1305 (C) if the person is not registered to vote in this state and does not intend to
1306 become registered to vote in this state before the county clerk certifies the
1307 signatures; or

1308 (if) signthe verification of a certificate of nomination signature sheet if the person:
1309 (A) has not witnessed the signing by those persons whose names appear on the
1310 certificate of nomination signature sheet; or

1311 (B) knows that a person whose signature appears on the certificate of nomination
1312 signature sheet is not registered to vote in this state and does not intend to
1313 become registered to vote in this state.

1314 (b) Any person violating this Subsection (4) is guilty of aclass A misdemeanor.

1315 (5)(a) Toqualify for placement on the general election ballot, the candidate shall, no

1316 earlier than the start of the declaration of candidacy period described in Section

1317 20A-9-201.5 and no later than 5 p.m. on June 15 of the year in which the election
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will be held:
(i) comply with Subsection 20A-9-503(1); and
(if) submit each signature packet to the county clerk where the majority of the
signatures in the packet were collected, with signatures totaling:
(A) atleast 1,000 registered voters residing within the state when the nomination
isfor an office to be filled by the voters of the entire state; or
(B) at least 300 registered voters residing within a political division or at least 5%
of the registered voters residing within a political division, whichever isless,
when the nomination is for an office to be filled by the voters of any political
division smaller than the state.

(b) A candidate has not complied with Subsection (5)(a)(ii), unless the county clerks
verify that each required signature is avalid signature of aregistered voter who is
eligible to sign the signature packet and has not signed a signature packet to nominate
another candidate for the same office.

(c) Inreviewing the signature packets, the county clerk shall count and certify only those
persons who signed with a holographic signature, who:

(i) areregistered voters within the political division that the candidate seeksto
represent; and
(if) did not sign any other certificate of nomination for that office.

(d) The county clerk shall count and certify the number of registered voters who validly
signed a signature packet, no later than 30 calendar days after the day on which the
candidate submits the signature packet.

(e) The candidate may supplement the signatures or amend the certificate of nomination
or declaration of candidacy at any time on or before 5 p.m. on June 15 of the year in
which the election will be held.

(f) The county clerk shall use the procedures described in Section 20A-1-1002 to
determine whether a signer is aregistered voter who is qualified to sign the signature
packet.

(6)(d) A voter who signs a signature packet under this section may have the voter's

signature removed from the signature packet by, no later than 5 p.m. three business

days after the day on which the candidate submits the signature packet to the county

clerk, submitting to the county clerk a statement requesting that the voter's signature

be removed.

(b) A statement described in Subsection (6)(a) shall comply with the requirements
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described in Subsection 20A-1-1003(2).

(c) The county clerk shall use the procedures described in Subsection 20A-1-1003(3) to
determine whether to remove an individual's signature from a signature packet after
receiving atimely, valid statement requesting removal of the signature.

Section 14. Section 20A-21-201 is amended to read:
20A-21-201 (Effective 05/06/26). Electronic signature gathering for an initiative,
areferendum, or candidate qualification.

(1) After filing a petition for a statewide initiative or a statewide referendum, and before
gathering signatures, the sponsors shall, after consulting with the Office of the
Lieutenant Governor, sign aform provided by the Office of the Lieutenant Governor
indicating whether the sponsors will gather signatures manually, electronically, or both.

(2) After filing apetition for alocal initiative or alocal referendum, and before gathering
signatures, the sponsors shall, after consulting with the local clerk's office, sign aform
provided by the local clerk's office indicating whether the sponsors will gather
signatures manually, electronically, or both.

(3) After acandidate files anotice of intent to gather signaturesto qualify for a ballot, and
before gathering signatures, the candidate shall, after consulting with the election
officer, sign aform provided by the election officer indicating whether the candidate
will gather signatures manually, electronically, or both.

(4) To gather asignature electronically, a signature-gatherer shall:

(a) useadevice provided by the signature-gatherer or a sponsor of the petition that:

(i) isapproved by the lieutenant governor;

(ii) except as provided in Subsection (4)(a)(iii), does not store a signature or any
other information relating to an individual signing the petition in any location
other than the location used by the website to store the information;

(iii) doesnot, on the device, store a signature or any other information relating to an
individual signing the petition except for the minimum time necessary to upload
information to the website;

(iv) does not contain any applications, software, or data other than those approved by
the lieutenant governor; and

(v) complieswith cyber-security and other security protocols required by the
lieutenant governor;

(b) use the approved device to securely access awebsite designated by the lieutenant
governor, directly, or via an application designated by the lieutenant governor; and
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(c) while connected to the website, present the approved device to an individual
considering signing the petition and, while the signature-gatherer isin the physical
presence of the individual:

(i) wait for theindividual to reach each screen presented to the individual on the
approved device; and

(if) wait for theindividual to advance to each subsequent screen by clicking on the
acknowledgement at the bottom of the screen.

(5) Each screen shown on an approved device as part of the signature-gathering process
shall appear as a continuous electronic document that, if the entire document does not
appear on the screen at once, requires the individual viewing the screen to, before
advancing to the next screen, scroll through the document until the individual reaches
the end of the document.

(6) After advancing through each screen required for the petition, the signature process
shall proceed as follows:

(a) except as provided in Subsection (6)(b):

(i) theindividua desiring to sign the petition shall present the individual's driver
license or state identification card to the signature-gatherer;

(i) the signature-gatherer shall verify that the individual pictured on the driver
license or state identification card is the individual signing the petition;

(iii) the signature-gatherer shall scan or enter the driver license number or state
identification card number through the approved device; and

(iv) immediately after the signature-gatherer complies with Subsection (6)(a)(iii), the
website shall determine whether the individual desiring to sign the petition is
eligible to sign the petition;

(b) if theindividual desiring to sign the petition is unable to provide adriver license or
state identification card to the signature gatherer:

(i) theindividual may present other valid voter identification;

(i) if the valid voter identification contains a picture of the individual, the
signature-gatherer shall verify that the individual pictured isthe individual signing
the petition;

(iii) if the valid voter identification does not contain a picture of the individual, the
signature-gatherer shall, to the extent reasonably practicable, use the individual's
address or other available means to determine whether the identification relates to
the individual presenting the identification;
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1420 (iv) the signature-gatherer shall scan an image of the valid voter identification and
1421 immediately upload the image to the website; and

1422 (v) theindividual:

1423 (A) shall enter the individual's address; and

1424 (B) may, at the discretion of the individual, enter the individual's date of birth or
1425 age after the individual clicks on the screen acknowledging that they have read
1426 and understand the following statement, "Birth date or age information is not
1427 required, but may be used to verify your identity with voter registration

1428 records. If you choose not to provide it, your signature may not be verified asa
1429 valid signature if you change your address before your signature is verified or
1430 if the information you provide does not match your voter registration records.”;
1431 and

1432 (c) after completing the process described in Subsection (6)(a) or (b), the screen shall:
1433 (i) except for a petition to qualify a candidate for the ballot, give the individual

1434 signing the petition the opportunity to enter the individual's email address after the
1435 individual reads the following statement, "If you provide your email address, you
1436 may receive an email with additional information relating to the petition you are
1437 signing.”; and

1438 (i)(A) if the website determines, under Subsection (6)(a)(iv), that the individual is
1439 eligible to sign the petition, permit the individual to enter the individual's name
1440 asthe individual's electronic signature and, immediately after the

1441 signature-gather timely complies with Subsection (10), certify the signature; or
1442 (B) if theindividual providesvalid voter identification under Subsection (6)(b),
1443 permit the individual to enter the individual's name as the individual's

1444 electronic signature.

1445  (7) If anindividua provides valid voter identification under Subsection (6)(b), the county
1446 clerk shall, within seven calendar days after the day on which the individual submits the
1447 valid voter identification, certify the signature if:

1448 (@) theindividual iseligible to sign the petition;

1449 (b) theidentification provided matches the information on file; and

1450 (c) the signature-gatherer timely complies with Subsection (10).

1451 (8) For each signature submitted under this section, the website shall record:

1452 (a) theinformation identifying the individual who signs;

1453 (b) the date the signature was collected; and
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(c) the name of the signature-gatherer.
(9) Anindividual who is a signature-gatherer may not sign a petition unless another
individual acts as the signature-gatherer when the individual signs the petition.

[(10) Exceptfor-apetitionfor-acandidateto-seek-the-nomination-of-aregiste

[(21)] (10) Except for a petition for a candidate to seek the nomination of a registered

political party, each individual who gathers a signature under this section shall, within

one business day after the day on which the individual gathers a signature, electronically
sign and submit the circulator verification sheet described in Subsection 20A-1-1004(1)
to the website.

(11) Except for a petition for a candidate to seek the nomination of aregistered political
party:
(a) the county clerk may not certify a signature that is not timely verified in accordance

with Subsection (10); and

(b) if asignature certified by a county clerk under Subsection (6)(c)(ii)(A) is not timely

verified in accordance with Subsection (10), the county clerk shall:
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(i) revokethe certification;

(if) remove the signature from the posting described in Subsection 20A-7-217(4),
20A-7-315(4), 20A-7-516(4), or 20A-7-616(4); and

(iii) update the totals described in Subsections 20A-7-217(5)(a)(ii), 20A-7-315
(5)(a)(ii), 20A-7-516(5)(a)(ii), and 20A-7-616(5)(a)(ii).

H.B. 32

(12) For apetition for a candidate to seek the nomination of aregistered political party,

each individual who gathers a signature under this section shall, within one business day

after the day on which the individual gathers a signature, electronically sign and submit

the circulator verification sheet described in Subsection 20A-1-1004(1) to the lieutenant

governor in the manner specified by the lieutenant governor.

(13) For apetition for a candidate to seek the nomination of aregistered political party, the

election officer may not certify a signature that is not timely verified in accordance with

Subsection (12).
Section 15. Effective Date.

(1) Except as provided in Subsection (2), this bill takes effect May 6, 2026.

(2) The actions affecting Section 20A-1-1002 (Effective 07/01/27) take effect on July 1,

2027.
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