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Signatur e Gathering Amendments
2026 GENERAL SESSION
STATE OF UTAH
Chief Sponsor: Norman K Thurston
Senate Sponsor: Karen Kwan

H.B. 74

LONGTITLE
Committee Note:
The Rules Review and General Oversight Committee recommended this bill.
Legidlative Vote: 7 voting for 0 voting against 3 absent
General Description:

This bill amends provisions for initiative and referendum petitions.
Highlighted Provisions:

Thishill:

» modifies certain forms to provide that:

o for anindividua who signs an initiative or referendum petition, the individual had an
opportunity to read the entire statement included in the initiative or referendum
packet; and

« for anindividua who gathers signatures for an initiative or referendum petition, the
individual believes that the individual described above had an opportunity to read the
law that is the subject of the petition;

» gpecifiesthat a person may use a spiral binder to bind together the pages that make up an
initiative or referendum packet;

» provides that an individual who gathers signatures for an initiative or referendum petition
may remove a signature sheet from the initiative or referendum packet for the purpose of
gathering signatures; and

» makes technical and conforming changes.

Money Appropriated in thisBill:

None
Other Special Clauses:

None
Utah Code Sections Affected:

AMENDS:
20A-1-102, aslast amended by Laws of Utah 2025, First Special Session, Chapter 6
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20A-7-105, as last amended by Laws of Utah 2025, Chapter 448
20A-7-203, aslast amended by Laws of Utah 2024, Chapter 442
20A-7-204, aslast amended by Laws of Utah 2025, Chapter 448
20A-7-207, as last amended by Laws of Utah 2025, Chapter 448
20A-7-303, aslast amended by Laws of Utah 2024, Chapter 442
20A-7-304, aslast amended by Laws of Utah 2025, Chapter 448
20A-7-307, as last amended by Laws of Utah 2025, Chapter 448
20A-7-503, aslast amended by Laws of Utah 2024, Chapter 442
20A-7-504, aslast amended by Laws of Utah 2025, Chapter 448
20A-7-507, aslast amended by Laws of Utah 2025, Chapter 448
20A-7-603, as last amended by Laws of Utah 2024, Chapter 442
20A-7-604, aslast amended by Laws of Utah 2025, Chapter 448
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20A-7-607, aslast amended by Laws of Utah 2025, First Special Session, Chapter 16

20A-7-613, aslast amended by Laws of Utah 2025, Chapter 448

Be it enacted by the Legidature of the state of Utah:

Section 1. Section 20A-1-102 is amended to read:
20A-1-102 . Definitions.

Asused in thistitle:

by the county clerk.

counts votes recorded on ballots and tabul ates the results.

storage medium, that records an individual voter's vote.
(b) "Ballot" does not include arecord to tally multiple votes.

the ballot for their approval or rglection including:

(@) an opinion question specifically authorized by the Legidature;

(b) aconstitutional amendment;
(c) aninitiative;

(d) areferendum;

(e) abond proposition;

(f) ajudicia retention question;

(1) "Active voter" means aregistered voter who has not been classified as an inactive voter

(2) "Automatic tabulating equipment” means apparatus that automatically examines and

(3)(a "Ballot" means the storage medium, including a paper, mechanical, or electronic

(4) "Ballot proposition” means a question, issue, or proposal that is submitted to voters on
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(9) anincorporation of acity or town; or
(h) any other ballot question specifically authorized by the Legislature.

(5) "Bind," "binding," or "bound" means securing more than one piece of paper together
using staples, a spiral binder, or another meansin at least three places across the top of

the paper in the blank space reserved for securing the paper.

(6) "Board of canvassers' means the entities established by Sections 20A-4-301 and
20A-4-306 to canvass election returns.

(7) "Bond election" means an election held for the purpose of approving or rejecting the
proposed issuance of bonds by a government entity.

(8) "Businessday" meansaMonday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, or Friday that is not
a holiday.

(9) "Businessreply mail envelope” means an envelope that may be mailed free of charge by
the sender.

(10) "Caendar day" means any day, regardless of whether the day is a weekend, a holiday,
a business day, or any other type of day.

(11) "Canvass' means the review of election returns and the official declaration of election
results by the board of canvassers.

(12) "Canvassing judge’ means a poll worker designated to assist in counting ballots at the
canvass.

(13) "Contracting election officer" means an election officer who entersinto a contract or
interlocal agreement with a provider election officer.

(14) "Convention" means the political party convention at which party officers and
delegates are selected.

(15) "Counting center" means one or more locations selected by the election officer in
charge of the election for the automatic counting of ballots.

(16) "Counting judge" means a poll worker designated to count the ballots during election
day.

(17) "Counting room" means a suitable and convenient private place or room for use by the
poll workers and counting judges to count ballots.

(18) "County officers’ means those county officers that are required by law to be elected.

(19) "Date of the election™ or "election day" or "day of the election”:
(@) meansthe day that is specified in the calendar year as the day on which the election

occurs; and

(b) doesnot include:

H.B. 74
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(i) deadlines established for voting by mail, military-overseas voting, or emergency
voting; or

(if) any early voting or early voting period as provided under Chapter 3a, Part 6,
Early Voting.

(20) "Elected official" means:

(a) aperson elected to an office under Section 20A-1-303 or Chapter 4, Part 6,
Municipal Alternate Voting Methods Pilot Project;

(b) aperson who is considered to be elected to amunicipal office in accordance with
Subsection 20A-1-206(1)(c)(ii); or

(c) aperson who is considered to be elected to a special district office in accordance
with Subsection 20A-1-206(3)(b)(ii).

(21) "Election” means aregular general election, amunicipal general election, a statewide
special election, alocal special election, aregular primary election, amunicipal primary
election, and a specia district election.

(22) "Election Assistance Commission” means the commission established by the Help
America Vote Act of 2002, Pub. L. No. 107-252.

(23) "Election cycle" means the period beginning on the first day on which individuals are
eligibleto file declarations of candidacy and ending when the canvass is compl eted.

(24) "Election judge' means a poll worker that is assigned to:

(@) preside over other poll workers at a polling place;
(b) act asthe presiding election judge; or
(c) serveasacanvassing judge, counting judge, or receiving judge.
(25) "Election materia" includes:
(a) the verification documentation described in Subsection 20A-3a-401(9)(b)(iv);
(b) thelist of voters contacted to cure a ballot described in Subsection 20A-3a-401(10)(b);
(c) therecord of rejected and resolved ballots described in Subsection 20A-3a-401(11)(a);
(d) any chain of custody documentation described in Section 20A-3a-401.1, including:
() the count of ballots described in Subsection 20A-3a-401.1(3); and
(ii) the batch log described in Subsection 20A-3a-401.1(5);
(e) therecord of signature verification audits described in Subsection 20A-3a-402.5(4);
(f) the affidavit of compliance described in Subsection 20A-3a-404(2);
(g) the physical and electronic log of replicated ballots described in Subsection
20A-4-104(3);
(h) the physical or electronic log of adjudicated ballots described in Section 20A-5-802.5;
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(i) therecord of voter database access described in Subsection 20A-5-905(2);
() thereportson military and overseas voters described in Section 20A-16-202;
(k) scanned copies of return envelopes;
(I) acopy of the final election results database described in Section 20A-5-802.5; and
(m) the materials used in the programming of the automatic tabulating equipment.
(26) "Election officer" means:
(@) thelieutenant governor, for all statewide ballots and elections;
(b) the county clerk for:
(i) acounty ballot and election; and
(i) aballot and election as a provider election officer as provided in Section
20A-5-400.1 or 20A-5-400.5;
(c) the municipa clerk for:
(i) amunicipa ballot and election; and
(if) aballot and election as a provider election officer as provided in Section
20A-5-400.1 or 20A-5-400.5;
(d) the special district clerk or chief executive officer for:
(i) aspecial district ballot and election; and
(if) aballot and election as a provider election officer as provided in Section
20A-5-400.1 or 20A-5-400.5; or
(e) the business administrator or superintendent of a school district for:
(i) aschool district ballot and election; and
(if) aballot and election as a provider election officer as provided in Section
20A-5-400.1 or 20A-5-400.5.
(27) "Election officia” means any election officer, election judge, or poll worker.
(28) "Election results’ means:
(@) for an election other than abond election, the count of votes cast in the election and
the election returns requested by the board of canvassers; or
(b) for bond elections, the count of those votes cast for and against the bond proposition
plus any or all of the election returns that the board of canvassers may request.
(29) "Election results database” means the following information generated by voting
equipment:
(@) one or more electronic files that contains a digital interpretation of each ballot that is
counted in an election;
(b) aballot image; and
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(c) other information related to a ballot that is adjudicated under Section 20A-4-105.

(30) "Election returns' means:

(a) the pollbook;

(b) the military and overseas absentee voter registration and voting certificates;
(c) oneof thetally sheets;

(d) any unprocessed ballots;

(e) all counted ballots;

(f) al excesshalots;

(g) al unused ballots;

(h) all spoiled ballots;

(i) al ballot disposition forms, including any provisional ballot disposition forms;
() thefinal election results database described in Section 20A-5-802.5;

(k) al return envelopes,

(1) any provisional ballot envelopes; and

(m) thetotal votes cast form.

(31) "Electronic signature” means an electronic sound, symbol, or process attached to or
logically associated with a record and executed or adopted by a person with the intent to
sign the record.

(32) "Holiday" meansalega holiday described in Subsections 63G-1-301(1) and (2).

(33) "Inactive voter" means aregistered voter who is listed as inactive by a county clerk
under Subsection 20A-2-505(4)(c)(i) or (ii).

(34) "Judicial office” meansthe officefilled by any judicia officer.

(35) "Judicial officer" means any justice or judge of a court of record or any county court
judge.

(36) "Local election” means aregular county election, aregular municipal election, a
municipal primary election, alocal specia election, a specia district election, and a
bond election.

(37) "Local political subdivision" means a county, a municipality, aspecial district, or a
local school district.

(38) "Local special election” means a special election called by the governing body of a
local political subdivision in which al registered voters of the local political subdivision
may vote.

(39) "Manual ballot" means a paper document produced by an election officer on which an
individual records an individual's vote by directly placing a mark on the paper document
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201 using a pen or other marking instrument.

202 (40) "Mechanical ballot" means arecord, including a paper record, electronic record, or
203 mechanical record, that:

204 (a) iscreated viaelectronic or mechanical means; and

205 (b) recordsan individual voter's vote cast viaa method other than an individual directly
206 placing a mark, using a pen or other marking instrument, to record an individual
207 voter's vote.

208 (41) "Municipal executive' means:

209 (a) the mayor in the council-mayor form of government defined in Section 10-3b-102; or
210 (b) the mayor in the council-manager form of government defined in Subsection

211 10-3b-103(6).

212 (42) "Municipa general election” means the election held in municipalities and, as

213 applicable, special districts on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November of
214 each odd-numbered year for the purposes established in Section 20A-1-202.

215 (43) "Municipal legislative body" means the council of the city or town in any form of

216 municipal government.

217 (44) "Municipal office" means an elective officein amunicipality.

218 (45) "Municipal officers® means those municipal officersthat are required by law to be
219 elected.

220 (46) "Municipal primary election" means an election held to nominate candidates for
221 municipal office.

222 (47) "Municipality" meansacity or town.

223 (48) "Official ballot" means the ballots distributed by the election officer for votersto
224 record their votes.

225 (49) "Official endorsement” means the information on the ballot that identifies:

226 (@) theballot as an officia ballot;

227 (b) the date of the election; and

228 (c)(i) for aballot prepared by an election officer other than a county clerk, the
229 facsimile signature required by Subsection 20A-6-401(1)(a)(iii); or

230 (ii) for aballot prepared by a county clerk, the words required by Subsection
231 20A-6-301(1)(b)(iii).

232 (50) "Official register" means the official record furnished to election officials by the
233 election officer that contains the information required by Section 20A-5-401.

234 (51) "Political party" means an organization of registered voters that has qualified to
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participate in an election by meeting the requirements of Chapter 8, Political Party
Formation and Procedures.

(52)(a) "Poll worker" means a person assigned by an election official to assist with an
election, voting, or counting votes.

(b) "Poll worker" includes election judges.
(c) "Poll worker" does not include awatcher.

(53) "Pollbook" means arecord of the names of votersin the order that the voters appear to
cast votes.

(54) "Polling place" means a building where voting is conducted.

(55) "Position" means a square, circle, rectangle, or other geometric shape on aballot in
which the voter marks the voter's choice.

(56) "Presidential Primary Election" means the election established in Chapter 9, Part 8,
Presidential Primary Election.

(57) "Primary convention" means the political party conventions held during the year of the
regular general election.

(58) "Protective counter" means a separate counter, which cannot be reset, that:

(a) ishbuilt into avoting machine; and
(b) recordsthe total number of movements of the operating lever.

(59) "Provider election officer" means an election officer who entersinto a contract or
interlocal agreement with a contracting election officer to conduct an election for the
contracting election officer'slocal political subdivision in accordance with Section
20A-5-400.1.

(60) "Provisional ballot" means aballot voted provisionally by a person:

(&) whose nameisnot listed on the official register at the polling place;
(b) whose legal right to vote is challenged as provided in thistitle; or
(c) whose identity was not sufficiently established by a poll worker.

(61) "Provisiona ballot envelope’ means an envelope printed in the form required by
Section 20A-6-105 that is used to identify provisional ballots and to provide information
to verify aperson'slegal right to vote.

(62)(a) "Public figure" means an individual who, due to the individual being considered
for, holding, or having held a position of prominence in a public or private capacity,
or dueto the individual's celebrity status, has an increased risk to the individual's
safety.

(b) "Public figure" does not include an individual:
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269 (i) elected to public office; or

270 (if) appointed to fill avacancy in an elected public office.

271 (63) "Qualify" or "qualified" means to take the oath of office and begin performing the
272 duties of the position for which the individual was elected.

273 (64) "Receiving judge’ meansthe poll worker that checks the voter's name in the official
274 register at a polling place and provides the voter with a ballot.

275 (65) "Registration form" means aform by which an individual may register to vote under
276 thistitle.

277 (66) "Regular ballot" means aballot that is not a provisional ballot.

278 (67) "Regular general election” means the election held throughout the state on the first

279 Tuesday after the first Monday in November of each even-numbered year for the
280 purposes established in Section 20A-1-201.

281 (68) "Regular primary election" means the election, held on the date specified in Section
282 20A-1-201.5, to nominate candidates of political parties and candidates for nonpartisan
283 local school board positions to advance to the regular general election.

284 (69) "Resident" means a person who resides within a specific voting precinct in Utah.
285 (70) "Return envelope" means the envelope, described in Subsection 20A-3a-202(4),
286 provided to avoter with a manual ballot:

287 (a) intowhich the voter places the manual ballot after the voter has voted the manual
288 ballot in order to preserve the secrecy of the voter's vote; and

289 (b) that includes the voter affidavit and a place for the voter's signature.

290 (71) "Sample ballot" means amock ballot similar in form to the officia ballot, published as
291 provided in Section 20A-5-405.
292 (72) "Specia district” means aloca government entity under Title 17B, Limited Purpose

293 Local Government Entities - Special Districts, and includes a special service district
294 under Title 17D, Chapter 1, Special Service District Act.

295 (73) "Specia district officers’ means those special district board members who are required
296 by law to be elected.

297 (74) "Specia election” means an election held as authorized by Section 20A-1-203.
298 (75) "Spoiled ballot" means each ballot that:

299 (a) isspoiled by the voter;
300 (b) isunableto be voted because it was spoiled by the printer or a poll worker; or
301 (c) lacksthe official endorsement.

302 (76) "Statewide specia election” means a special election called by the governor or the
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Legidaturein which all registered votersin Utah may vote.

(77) "Tabulation system" means a device or system designed for the sole purpose of
tabulating votes cast by voters at an election.
(78) "Ticket" means alist of:

(a) political parties,

(b) candidates for an office; or

(c) ballot propositions.

(79) "Transfer case" means the sealed box used to transport voted ballots to the counting
center.
(80) "Vacancy" means.

(a) except as provided in Subsection (80)(b), the absence of an individual to servein a
position created by state constitution or state statute, whether that absence occurs
because of death, disability, disqualification, resignation, or other cause; or

(b) inrelation to a candidate for a position created by state constitution or state statute,
the removal of a candidate due to the candidate's death, resignation, or
disqualification.

(81) "Valid voter identification" means:

() aform of identification that bears the name and photograph of the voter which may

include:

(i) acurrently valid Utah driver licensg;

(if) acurrently valid identification card issued under Title 53, Chapter 3, Part 8,
Identification Card Act;

(iii) acurrently valid identification card that is issued by:
(A) the state; or
(B) abranch, department, or agency of the United States,

(iv) acurrently valid Utah permit to carry a concealed weapon;

(v) acurrently valid United States passport; or

(vi) acurrently valid United States military identification card;

(b) one of the following identification cards, regardless of whether the card includes a

photograph of the voter:
(i) avalidtribal identification card;
(it) aBureau of Indian Affairs card; or
(iii) atribal treaty card; or
(c) two forms of identification not listed under Subsection (81)(a) or (b) but that bear the
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337 name of the voter and provide evidence that the voter resides in the voting precinct,
338 which may include:

339 (i) before January 1, 2029, an original or copy of a current utility bill, dated no more
340 than 90 calendar days before the date of the election;

341 (ii) before January 1, 2029, an original or copy of a bank or other financial account
342 statement, dated no more than 90 calendar days before the date of the election;
343 (ii1) acertified birth certificate;

344 (iv) avalid social security card;

345 (v) anoriginal or copy of acheck issued by the state or the federal government, dated
346 no more than 90 calendar days before the date of the election;

347 (vi) anoriginal or copy of apaycheck from the voter's employer, dated no more than
348 90 calendar days before the date of the election;

349 (vii) acurrently valid Utah hunting or fishing license;

350 (viii) certified naturalization documentation;

351 (ix) acurrently valid license issued by an authorized agency of the United States;
352 (x) acertified copy of court records showing the voter's adoption or name change;
353 (xi) avalid Medicaid card, Medicare card, or Electronic Benefits Transfer [Card] card;
354 (xii) acurrently valid identification card issued by:

355 (A) aloca government within the state;

356 (B) an employer for an employee; or

357 (C) acaollege, university, technical school, or professional school located within
358 the state; or

359 (xiii) acurrent Utah vehicle registration.

360 (82) "Valid write-in candidate” means a candidate who has qualified as awrite-in candidate
361 by following the procedures and requirements of thistitle.
362 (83) "Vote by mail" meansto vote, using amanual ballot that is mailed to the voter, by:

363 (&) mailing the ballot to the location designated in the mailing; or

364 (b) depositing the ballot in aballot drop box designated by the election officer.
365 (84) "Voter" means an individua who:

366 () meetsthe requirementsfor voting in an election;

367 (b) meets the requirements of election registration;

368 (c) isregistered to vote; and

369 (d) islisted in the official register.

370 (85) "Voter registration deadline" means the registration deadline provided in Section
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371 20A-2-102.5.

372 (86) "Voting area’ means the area within six feet of the voting booths, voting machines,

373 and ballot box.

374 (87) "Voting booth" means:

375 (a) the space or compartment within a polling place that is provided for the preparation
376 of ballots, including the voting enclosure or curtain; or

377 (b) avoting devicethat is free standing.

378 (88) "Voting device" means any device provided by an election officer for avoter to vote a
379 mechanical ballot.

380 (89) "Voting precinct” means the smallest geographical voting unit, established under

381 Chapter 5, Part 3, Duties of the County and Municipal Legidative Bodies.

382 (90) "Watcher" means an individual who complies with the requirements described in

383 Section 20A-3a-801 to become a watcher for an election.

384 (91) "Write-in ballot" means a ballot containing any write-in votes.

385 (92) "Write-in vote" means a vote cast for an individual, whose name is not printed on the
386 ballot, in accordance with the procedures established in thistitle.

387 Section 2. Section 20A-7-105 is amended to read:

388 20A-7-105 . Manual petition processes -- Obtaining signatures-- Verification --
389 Submitting the petition -- Certification of signatures-- Transfer to lieutenant governor --
390 Removal of signature.

391 (1) Thissection applies only to the manual initiative process and the manual referendum
392 process.

393 (2) Asusedin thissection:

394 () "Local petition" means:

395 (i) amanual local initiative petition described in Part 5, Local Initiatives - Procedures;
396 or

397 (i) amanual local referendum petition described in Part 6, Local Referenda -

398 Procedures.

399 (b) "Packet" means an initiative packet or referendum packet.

400 (c) "Petition" means alocal petition or statewide petition.

401 (d) "Statewide petition” means:

402 (i) amanual statewide initiative petition described in Part 2, Statewide Initiatives; or
403 (i) amanual statewide referendum petition described in Part 3, Statewide Referenda.

404 (3)(a) A Utah voter may sign a statewide petition if the voter isalegal voter.
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405 (b) A Utah voter may sign alocal petition if the voter:

406 (i) isalegal voter; and

407 (i1) residesinthelocal jurisdiction.

408 (4)(@) The sponsors shall ensure that the individual in whose presence each signature

409 sheet was signed:

410 (i) isat least 18 yearsold;

411 (i) verifies each signature sheet by completing the verification printed on the last
412 page of each packet; and

413 (iii) isinformed that each signer isrequired to read and understand:

414 (A) for aninitiative petition, the law proposed by the initiative; or

415 (B) for areferendum petition, the law that the referendum seeks to overturn.
416 (b) Anindividual may not sign the verification printed on the last page of a packet if the
417 individual signed a signature sheet in the packet.

418 (5)(@ Anindividual who gathers signatures under this chapter may remove a signature

419 sheet from a packet for the purpose of gathering signatures.

420 (b) If anindividual removes a signature sheet under Subsection (5)(a), the individual
421 shall rebind the signature sheet to the packet from which the signature sheet was
422 removed immediately after the individual circulates the packet.

423 [(5)] (6)(a) The sponsors, or an agent of the sponsors, shall submit a signed and verified
424 packet to the county clerk of the county in which the packet was circulated before 5

425 p.m. no later than the earlier of:

426 (i) for astatewideinitiative:

427 (A) thefirst business day that is at least 30 calendar days after the day on which
428 thefirst individual signstheinitiative packet;

429 (B) thelast business day that is no more than 316 calendar days after the day on
430 which the application for the initiative petition isfiled; or

431 (C) the February 15 immediately before the next regular general election

432 immediately after the application isfiled under Section 20A-7-202;

433 (ii) for astatewide referendum:

434 (A) thefirst business day that is at least 30 calendar days after the day on which
435 thefirst individua signs the referendum packet; or

436 (B) thefirst business day that is at least 40 calendar days after the day on which
437 the legidative session at which the law passed ends;

438 (i) for alocal initiative:
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(A) thefirst business day that is at least 30 calendar days after the day on which
thefirst individual signstheinitiative packet;

(B) thelast business day that is no more than 316 calendar days after the day on
which the application isfiled;

(C) the April 15 immediately before the next regular general election immediately
after the application isfiled under Section 20A-7-502, if the local initiativeisa
county initiative; or

(D) the April 15 immediately before the next municipal general election
immediately after the application isfiled under Section 20A-7-502, if the local
Initiative isamunicipal initiative; or

(iv) for alocal referendum:

(A) thefirst business day that is at least 30 calendar days after the day on which
thefirst individual signs the referendum packet; or

(B) thefirst business day that is at least 45 calendar days after the day on which
the sponsors receive the items described in Subsection 20A-7-604(3) from the
local clerk.

(b) A person may not submit a packet after the applicable deadline described in
Subsection [(5)(a)] (6)(a).

(c) Beforedelivering an initiative packet to the county clerk under this Subsection [{5)]
(6), the sponsors shall send an email to each individual who provides alegible, valid
email address on the signature sheet that includes the following:

(i) the subject of the email shall include the following statement, "Notice Regarding

Y our Petition Signature”; and

(ii) the body of the email shall include the following statement in 12-point type:

"Y ou signed a petition for the following initiative:

[insert title of initiative]

To access acopy of the initiative petition, the initiative, the fiscal impact statement, and
information on the deadline for removing your signature from the petition, please visit the
following link: [insert a uniform resource locator that takes the individual directly to the page
on the lieutenant governor's or county clerk's website that includes the information referred to
in the email]."

(d) For astatewide initiative, the sponsors shall, no later than 5 p.m. on the day on which
the sponsors submit the last initiative packet to the county clerk, submit to the
lieutenant governor:
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473 (i) alist containing:

474 (A) the name and email address of each individual the sponsors sent, or caused to
475 be sent, the email described in Subsection [(5)(¢);] (6)(c); and

476 (B) the date the email was sent;

a77 (if) acopy of the email described in Subsection [(5)(€)] (6)(c); and

478 (i) thefollowing written verification, completed and signed by each of the sponsors:

479 "Verification of initiative sponsor State of Utah, County of [, ,
480 of , hereby state, under penalty of perjury, that:

481 | am a sponsor of the initiative petition entitled ; and

482 | sent, or caused to be sent, to each individual who provided alegible, valid emall

483 address on a signature sheet submitted to the county clerk in relation to the initiative petition,
484 the email described in Utah Code Subsection [26A-7-105(5)(€)] 20A-7-105(6)(c).

485 .

486 (Name) (Residence Address) (Date)."[]

487 (e) For alocd initiative, the sponsors shall, no later than 5 p.m. on the day on which the
488 sponsors submit the last initiative packet to the local clerk, submit to the local clerk
489 the items described in Subsection [(5)(d)] (6)(d).

490 (f) Signatures gathered for an initiative petition are not valid if the sponsors do not

491 comply with Subsection [(5)(€)] (6)(c), (d), or (e).

492 [(6)] (7)(a) Within 21 calendar days after the day on which the county clerk receives the

493 packet, the county clerk shall:

494 (i) usethe procedures described in Section 20A-1-1002, or 20A-7-106 if applicable,
495 to determine whether each signer isalegal voter and, as applicable, the

496 jurisdiction where the signer isregistered to vote;

497 (if) for astatewideinitiative or a statewide referendum:

498 (A) certify on the petition whether each nameisthat of alegal voter;

499 (B) post the name, voter identification number, and date of signature of each legal
500 voter certified under Subsection [{(6)(a)(i){A)] (7)(@)(ii)(A) on the lieutenant
501 governor's website, in a conspicuous location designated by the lieutenant
502 governor; and

503 (C) deliver the verified packet to the lieutenant governor;

504 (iii) for alocal initiative or alocal referendum:

505 (A) certify on the petition whether each name isthat of alegal voter who is

506 registered in the jurisdiction to which the initiative or referendum relates;
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(B) post the name, voter identification number, and date of signature of each legal
voter certified under Subsection [(6)(a)(ii){A)] (7)(a)(iii)(A) on the lieutenant
governor's website, in a conspicuous location designated by the lieutenant
governor; and

(C) deliver the verified packet to the local clerk.

(b) For alocal initiative or local referendum, the local clerk shall post alink ina
conspicuous location on the local government's website to the posting described in
Subsection [(6)}(@)(H)B)] (7)(A)(iii)(B):

(i) for alocal initiative, during the period of time described in Subsection 20A-7-507

()(a); or

(ii) for alocal referendum, during the period of time described in Subsection
20A-7-607(2)(a)(i).
[(7)] (8) The county clerk may not certify a signature under Subsection [(6)] (7):

() on apacket that isnot verified in accordance with Subsection (4); or

(b) that does not have a date of signature next to the signature.

[(8)] (9)(d) A voter who signs a statewide initiative petition may have the voter's

signature removed from the petition by, in accordance with Section 20A-1-1003,

submitting to the county clerk a statement requesting that the voter's signature be

removed no later than 5 p.m. the earlier of:

(i) for aninitiative packet received by the county clerk before December 1:

(A) thefirst business day that is at least 30 calendar days after the day on which
the voter signs the signature removal statement; or

(B) thefirst business day that is at least 90 calendar days after the day on which
the lieutenant governor posts the voter's name under Subsection 20A-7-207(2);
or

(if) for aninitiative packet received by the county clerk on or after December 1:

(A) thefirst business day that is at least 30 calendar days after the day on which
the voter signs the signature removal statement; or

(B) thefirst business day that is at least 45 calendar days after the day on which
the lieutenant governor posts the voter's name under Subsection 20A-7-207(2).

(b) A voter who signs a statewide referendum petition may have the voter's signature
removed from the petition by, in accordance with Section 20A-1-1003, submitting to
the county clerk a statement requesting that the voter's signature be removed no later
than 5 p.m. the earlier of:
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() thefirst business day that is at least 30 calendar days after the day on which the
voter signs the statement requesting removal; or

(i) thefirst business day that is at least 45 calendar days after the day on which the
lieutenant governor posts the voter's name under Subsection 20A-7-307(2).

(c) A voter who signsalocal initiative petition may have the voter's signature removed
from the petition by, in accordance with Section 20A-1-1003, submitting to the
county clerk a statement requesting that the voter's signature be removed no later than
5 p.m. the earlier of:

(i) thefirst business day that is at least 30 calendar days after the day on which the
voter signs the signature removal statement;
(i) thefirst business day that is at least 90 calendar days after the day on which the
local clerk posts the voter's name under Subsection 20A-7-507(2);
(iii) thelast business day that is no more than 316 calendar days after the day on
which the application isfiled; or
(iv)(A) for acounty initiative, April 15 immediately before the next regular
general election immediately after the application isfiled under Section
20A-7-502; or
(B) for amunicipa initiative, April 15 immediately before the next municipal
general election immediately after the application isfiled under Section
20A-7-502.

(d) A voter who signs alocal referendum petition may have the voter's signature
removed from the petition by, in accordance with Section 20A-1-1003, submitting to
the county clerk a statement requesting that the voter's signature be removed no later
than 5 p.m. the earlier of:

(i) thefirst business day that is at least 30 calendar days after the day on which the
voter signs the statement requesting removal; or

(i) thefirst business day that is at least 45 calendar days after the day on which the
local clerk posts the voter's name under Subsection 20A-7-607(2)(a).

(e) Inorder for the signature to be removed, the county clerk must receive the statement
described in this Subsection [(8)] (9) before 5 p.m. no later than the applicable
deadline described in this Subsection[(8)] (9).

(f) A county clerk shall analyze a signature, for purposes of removing a signature from a
petition, in accordance with Subsection 20A-1-1003(3).

[(9)] (20)(a) If the county clerk timely receives a statement requesting signature removal

-17 -



575
576
577
578
579
580
581
582
583
584
585
586
587
588
589
590
591
592
593
594
595
596
597
598
599
600
601
602
603
604
605
606
607
608

H.B. 74 12-23 10:40

under Subsection [(8)] (9) and determines that the signature should be removed from
the petition under Subsection 20A-1-1003(3), the county clerk shall:

(i) ensurethat the voter's name, voter identification number, and date of signature are

not included in the posting described in Subsection [{(6)(a{i)(B)] (7)(a)(ii)(B) or
(iii)(B); and

(if) remove the voter's signature from the signature packets and signature packet

totals.
(b) The county clerk shall comply with Subsection [(9)(a)] (10)(a) before the later of:

(i) the deadline described in Subsection [(6)(a)] (7)(a); or

(if) two business days after the day on which the county clerk receives a statement

requesting signature removal under Subsection [(8)] (9).
[(20)] (11) A person may not retrieve a packet from a county clerk, or make any alterations
or corrections to a packet, after the packet is submitted to the county clerk.

Section 3. Section 20A-7-203 is amended to read:

20A-7-203 . Manual initiative process -- Form of initiative petition and signature
sheets.
(1) Thissection applies only to the manual initiative process.
(2)(a) Each proposed initiative petition shall be printed in substantially the following form:

"INITIATIVE PETITION To the Honorable , Lieutenant Governor:

We, the undersigned citizens of Utah, respectfully demand that the following proposed
law be submitted to the legal voters/Legislature of Utah for their/its approval or rejection at the
regular general election/session to be held/ beginning on (month\day\year);

Each signer says:

| have personally signed thisinitiative petition or, if | am an individual with a qualifying
disability, | have signed thisinitiative petition by directing the signature gatherer to enter the
initials"AV" as my signature;

The date next to my signature correctly reflects the date that | actually signed the
initiative petition;

| [have]personally had an opportunity to read the entire statement included with this
packet;

| am registered to vote in Utah; and

My residence and post office address are written correctly after my name.

NOTICE TO SIGNERS:

Public hearings to discuss thisinitiative were held at: (list dates and locations of public
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609 hearings.)".

610 (b) If the initiative proposes atax increase, the following statement shall appear, in at least
611 14-point, bold type, immediately following the information described in Subsection (2)(a):
612 "This initiative seeks to increase the current (insert name of tax) rate by (insert the tax
613 percentage difference) percent, resulting in a(n) (insert the tax percentage increase) percent
614 increase in the current tax rate."[]

615 (c) The sponsors of an initiative or an agent of the sponsors shall attach a copy of the
616 proposed law to each initiative petition.

617 (3) Eachinitiative signature sheet shall:

618 (a) be printed on sheets of paper 8-1/2 inches long and 11 inches wide;

619 (b) be ruled with ahorizontal line [three-fourths] .75 inch from the top, with the space
620 above that line blank for the purpose of binding;

621 (c) includethetitle of theinitiative printed below the horizontal line, in at least 14-point,
622 bold type;

623 (d) include atable immediately below the title of the initiative, and beginning .5 inch
624 from the left side of the paper, as follows:

625 (i) thefirst column shall be .5 inch wide and include three rows,

626 (i) thefirst row of thefirst column shall be .85 inch tall and contain the words "For
627 Office Use Only" in 10-point type;

628 (iii) the second row of the first column shall be .35 inch tall;

629 (iv) thethird row of the first column shall be .5 inch tall;

630 (v) the second column shall be 2.75 inches wide;

631 (vi) thefirst row of the second column shall be .35 inch tall and contain the words
632 "Registered Voter's Printed Name (must be legible to be counted)” in 10-point
633 type;

634 (vii) the second row of the second column shall be .5 inch tall;

635 (viii) thethird row of the second column shall be .35 inch tall and contain the words
636 "Street Address, City, Zip Code" in 10-point type;

637 (ix) thefourth row of the second column shall be .5 inch tall;

638 (x) thethird column shall be 2.75 inches wide;

639 (xi) thefirst row of the third column shall be .35 inch tall and contain the words
640 "Signature of Registered Voter" in 10-point type;

641 (xii) the second row of the third column shall be .5 inch tall;

642 (xiii) thethird row of the third column shall be .35 inch tall and contain the words
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"Email Address (optional, to receive additiona information)” in 10-point type;
(xiv) thefourth row of the third column shall be .5 inch tall;
(xv) thefourth column shall be one inch wide;
(xvi) thefirst row of the fourth column shall be .35 inch tall and contain the words
"Date Signed" in 10-point type;
(xvii) the second row of the fourth column shall be .5 inch tall;
(xviii) thethird row of the fourth column shall be .35 inch tall and contain the words
"Birth Date or Age (optional)" in 10-point type;
(xix) the fourth row of the third column shall be .5 inch tall; and
(xx) thefifth row of the entire table shall be the width of the entire table, .4 inch tall,
and contain the following statement, "By signing this initiative petition, you are
stating that you [have] had an opportunity to read and understand the law proposed
by thisinitiative petition." in 12-point type;
(e) thetable described in Subsection (3)(d) shall be repeated, |eaving sufficient room at
the bottom of the sheet for the information described in Subsection (3)(f); and
(f) at the bottom of the sheet, include in the following order:
(i) thewords"Fiscal Impact of" followed by thetitle of the initiative, in at least
12-point, bold type;

(i) except as provided in Subsection (5), theinitial fiscal impact statement issued by
the Office of the Legidative Fiscal Analyst in accordance with Subsection
20A-7-202.5(2)(a), including any update in accordance with Subsection
20A-7-204.1(5), in not less than 12-point type;

(iii) if theinitiative proposes atax increase, the following statement in 12-point, bold type:

"Thisinitiative seeks to increase the current (insert name of tax) rate by (insert the tax
percentage difference) percent, resulting in a(n) (insert the tax percentage increase) percent
increase in the current tax rate."; and

(iv) theword "Warning," in 12-point, bold type, followed by the following statement in not
less than eight-point type:

"Itisaclass A misdemeanor for an individual to sign an initiative petition with a name
other than the individual's own name, or to knowingly sign the individual's name more than
once for the same initiative petition, or to sign an initiative petition when the individual knows
that the individual is not aregistered voter.

Birth date or age information is not required, but it may be used to verify your identity
with voter registration records. If you choose not to provideit, your signature may not be
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(4)

verified asavalid signature if you change your address before petition signatures are verified
or if the information you provide does not match your voter registration records.”
The final page of each initiative packet shall contain the following printed or typed
statement:

"Verification of signature collector

State of Utah, County of

[ , of , hereby state, under penalty of perjury, that:

| am at least 18 years old;

All the names that appear in thisinitiative packet were signed by individuals who

professed to be the individuals whose names appear in it, and each of the individuals signed
the individual's name on it in my presence or, in the case of an individual with a qualifying
disability, | have signed this initiative petition on the individual's behalf, at the direction of the
individual and in the individual's presence, by entering theinitials"AV" asthe individual's
signature;
| certify that, for each individual whose signature is represented in thisinitiative

packet by theinitials"AV":

| obtained the individual's voluntary direction or consent to sign the initiative
petition on the individual's behalf;

| do not believe, or have reason to believe, that the individual lacked the mental
capacity to give direction or consent;

| do not believe, or have reason to believe, that the individual did not
understand the purpose or nature of my signing the initiative petition on the individual's behalf;

| did not intentionally or knowingly deceive the individual into directing meto,
or consenting for me to, sign the initiative petition on the individual's behalf; and

| did not intentionally or knowingly enter false information on the signature
shest;

| did not knowingly make a misrepresentation of fact concerning the law proposed by
theinitiative,
| believe that each individual's name, post office address, and residence is written

correctly, that each signer [has] had an opportunity to read the law proposed by the initiative,
and that each signer isregistered to vote in Utah;

The correct date of signature appears next to each individual's name; and

| have not paid or given anything of value to any individual who signed thisinitiative
packet to encourage that individual to sign it.
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(Name) (Residence Address) (Date).”

(5) If theinitial fiscal impact statement described in Subsection (3)(f)(ii), as updated in
accordance with Subsection 20A-7-204.1(5), exceeds 200 words, the Office of the
Legidative Fiscal Analyst shall prepare a shorter summary statement, for the purpose of
inclusion on an initiative signature sheet, that does not exceed 200 words.

(6) If the forms described in this section are substantially followed, the initiative petitions
are sufficient, notwithstanding clerical and merely technical errors.

Section 4. Section 20A-7-204 is amended to read:
20A-7-204 . Manual initiative process -- Circulation requirements -- Lieutenant
governor to provide sponsorswith materials.

(1) This section applies only to the manual initiative process.

(2) Inorder to obtain the necessary number of signatures required by this part, the sponsors
or an agent of the sponsors shall, after the sponsors receive the documents described in
Subsection (3), circulate initiative packets that meet the form requirements of this part.

(3) The lieutenant governor shall provide the sponsors with a copy of the initiative petition
and a signature sheet no later than the first business day that is at |east three calendar
days after the day on which the following conditions are fulfilled:

(a) the sponsors hold the final hearing required under Section 20A-7-204.1,

(b) the sponsors provide to the Office of the Lieutenant Governor the video tape, audio
tape, or comprehensive minutes described in Subsection 20A-7-204.1(4) for each
public hearing described in Section 20A-7-204.1;

(c)(i) the sponsors give written notice to the Office of the Lieutenant Governor that
the sponsors waive the opportunity to change the text of the proposed law under
Subsection 20A-7-204.1(5);

(ii) the deadline, described in Subsection 20A-7-204.1(5)(a), for changing the text of
the proposed law passes without the sponsors filing an application addendum in
accordance with Subsection 20A-7-204.1(5); or

(iii) if the sponsors file an application addendum in accordance with Subsection
20A-7-204.1(5), the Office of the Legidative Fiscal Analyst providesto the Office
of the Lieutenant Governor:

(A) anupdated initial fiscal impact statement, in accordance with Subsection
20A-7-204.1(5)(b); or
(B) awritten notice indicating that no changes to the initial fiscal impact statement
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745 are necessary,

746 (d)(i) the sponsors give written notice to the Office of the Lieutenant Governor that

747 the sponsors waive the opportunity to:

748 (A) chalengetheinitial fiscal impact statement in court; and

749 (B) if applicable, challenge the updated initial fiscal impact statement in court;
750 (i) the deadline, described in Subsection 20A-7-202.5(4)(a)(i), for:

751 (A) challenging theinitial fiscal impact statement in court passes without the
752 sponsors filing a petition to challenge; and

753 (B) if applicable, challenging the updated initial fiscal impact statement in court
754 passes without the sponsors filing a petition to challenge; or

755 (iii) if the sponsorstimely file a petition challenging the initial fiscal impact

756 statement in court or, if applicable, the updated initial fiscal impact statement in
757 court, and the court's decision becomes final; and

758 (e) the sponsors sign an agreement, under Subsection (6)(a), with the Office of the

759 Lieutenant Governor specifying the range of numbers that the sponsors will useto
760 number the initiative packets.

761 (4) The sponsors of theinitiative shall:

762 (a) arrange and pay for the printing of all documents that are part of the initiative

763 packets; and

764 (b) ensure that the initiative packets and the documents described in Subsection (4)(a)
765 meet the requirements of this part.

766 (5)(& The sponsors or an agent of the sponsors may prepare the initiative packets for

767 circulation by creating multiple initiative packets.

768 (b) [Fhe] Subject to Subsection 20A-7-105(5), the sponsors or an agent of the sponsors
769 shall create the initiative packets by binding a copy of the initiative petition with the
770 text of the proposed law, including any modification made under Subsection

771 20A-7-204.1(5) and no more than 50 signature sheets together at the top in a manner
772 that the initiative packets may be conveniently opened for signing.

773 (c) Aninitiative packet is not required to have a uniform number of signature sheets.
774 (6)(& The sponsors or an agent of the sponsors shall, before gathering signatures:

775 (i) contact the lieutenant governor's office to receive arange of numbers that the
776 Sponsors may use to number initiative packets,

777 (if) sign an agreement with the Office of the Lieutenant Governor, specifying the
778 range of numbers that the sponsors will use to number the initiative packets; and
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(i) number each initiative packet, sequentially, within the range of numbers
provided by the lieutenant governor's office, starting with the lowest number in
the range.

(b) The sponsors or an agent of the sponsors may not:

(i) number an initiative packet in amanner not directed by the lieutenant governor's
office; or

(if) circulate or submit an initiative packet that is not numbered in the manner
directed by the lieutenant governor's office.

Section 5. Section 20A-7-207 is amended to read:
20A-7-207 . Evaluation by the lieutenant governor.

(1) Inrelation to the manual initiative process, when the lieutenant governor receives an
initiative packet from a county clerk, the lieutenant governor shall record the number of
the initiative packet received.

(2) The county clerk shall:

(a) inrelation to the manual initiative process:

(i) post the names, voter identification numbers, and dates of signatures described in
Subsection [20A-7-105(6)}{a)(ii}] 20A-7-105(7)(a)(iii) on the lieutenant governor's
website, in a conspicuous location designated by the lieutenant governor:

(A) for aninitiative packet received by the county clerk before December 1, for at
least 90 calendar days; or

(B) for aninitiative packet received by the county clerk on or after December 1,
for at least 45 calendar days; and

(if) update on the lieutenant governor's website the number of signatures certified as
of the date of the update; or

(b) in relation to the electronic initiative process:

(i) post the names, voter identification numbers, and dates of signatures described in
Subsection 20A-7-217(4) on the lieutenant governor's website, in a conspicuous
location designated by the lieutenant governor:

(A) for asignature received by the county clerk before December 1, for at least 90
calendar days; or

(B) for asignature received by the county clerk on or after December 1, for at
least 45 calendar days; and

(if) update on the lieutenant governor's website the number of signatures certified as
of the date of the update.
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(3) The lieutenant governor:

(a) shall, except as provided in Subsection (3)(b), declare the initiative petition to be
sufficient or insufficient on April 30 before the regular general election described in
Subsection 20A-7-201(2)(b); or

(b) may declare the initiative petition to be insufficient before the day described in
Subsection (3)(a) if:

(i) inrelation to the manual initiative process, the total of all valid signatures on
timely and lawfully submitted initiative packets that have been certified by the
county clerks, plus the number of signatures on timely and lawfully submitted
initiative packets that have not yet been evaluated for certification, isless than the
number of names required under Section 20A-7-201;

(if) inrelation to the electronic initiative process, the total of all timely and lawfully
submitted valid signatures that have been certified by the county clerks, plus the
number of timely and lawfully submitted valid signatures received under
Subsection 20A-21-201(6)(b) that have not yet been evaluated for certification, is
less than the number of names required under Section 20A-7-201; or

(iif) arequirement of this part has not been met.

(4)(a) If thetotal number of names certified under Subsection (3) equals or exceeds the
number of names required under Section 20A-7-201, and the requirements of this
part are met, the lieutenant governor shall mark upon the front of theinitiative
petition the word "sufficient.”

(b) If the total number of names certified under Subsection (3) does not equal or exceed
the number of names required under Section 20A-7-201 or a requirement of this part
is not met, the lieutenant governor shall mark upon the front of the initiative petition
the word "insufficient.”

(c) Thelieutenant governor shall immediately notify any one of the sponsors of the
lieutenant governor's finding.

(5) After aninitiative petition is declared insufficient, a person may not submit additional
signatures to qualify the initiative for the ballot.

(6)(a) If the lieutenant governor refuses to declare an initiative petition sufficient that a
voter believesislegally sufficient, the voter may, no later than May 15, apply to the
appropriate court for an order finding the initiative petition legally sufficient.

(b) If the court determines that the initiative petition is legally sufficient, the lieutenant
governor shall mark the petition "sufficient” and consider the declaration of
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sufficiency effective as of the date on which the initiative petition should have been

declared sufficient by the lieutenant governor's office.

(c) If the court determines that the initiative petition is not legally sufficient, the court
may enjoin the lieutenant governor and all other officers from certifying or printing
the ballot title and numbers of that measure on the officia ballot.

(7) Aninitiative petition determined to be sufficient in accordance with this section is
qualified for the ballot.
Section 6. Section 20A-7-303 is amended to read:
20A-7-303 . Manual referendum process -- Form of referendum petition and
signatur e sheets.
(1) Thissection applies only to the manual referendum process.
(2)(a) Each proposed referendum petition shall be printed in substantially the following form:

"REFERENDUM PETITION To the Honorable , Lieutenant Governor:

We, the undersigned citizens of Utah, respectfully order that Senate (or House) Bill No.
_____,entitled (title of act, and, if the petition is against less than the whole act, set forth here
the part or parts on which the referendum is sought), passed by the Legislature of the state of
Utahduringthe  Session, be referred to the people of Utah for their approval or rejection
at aregular general election or a statewide specia election;

Each signer says:

| have personally signed this referendum petition or, if | am an individua with a
qualifying disability, | have signed this referendum petition by directing the signature gatherer
to enter the initials"AV" as my signature;

The date next to my signature correctly reflects the date that | actually signed the
referendum petition;

| [have|personally had an opportunity to read the entire statement included with this
referendum packet;

| am registered to vote in Utah; and
My residence and post office address are written correctly after my name."[-]

(b) The sponsors of areferendum or an agent of the sponsors shall attach a copy of the
law that is the subject of the referendum to each referendum petition.

(3) Each referendum signature sheet shall:

(@) be printed on sheets of paper 8-1/2 incheslong and 11 inches wide;

(b) be ruled with ahorizontal line [three-fourths] .75 inch from the top, with the space
above that line blank for the purpose of binding;
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881 (c) include thetitle of the referendum printed below the horizonta line, in at least

882 14-point, bold type;

883 (d) include atable immediately below the title of the referendum, and beginning .5 inch
884 from the left side of the paper, as follows:

885 (i) thefirst column shall be .5 inch wide and include three rows,

886 (i) thefirst row of thefirst column shall be .85 inch tall and contain the words "For
887 Office Use Only" in 10-point type;

888 (iii) the second row of the first column shall be .35 inch tall;

889 (iv) thethird row of the first column shall be .5 inch tall;

890 (v) the second column shall be 2.75 inches wide;

891 (vi) thefirst row of the second column shall be .35 inch tall and contain the words
892 "Registered Voter's Printed Name (must be legible to be counted)” in 10-point
893 type;

894 (vii) the second row of the second column shall be .5 inch tall;

895 (viii) thethird row of the second column shall be .35 inch tall and contain the words
896 "Street Address, City, Zip Code" in 10-point type;

897 (ix) thefourth row of the second column shall be .5 inch tall;

898 (x) thethird column shall be 2.75 inches wide;

899 (xi) thefirst row of the third column shall be .35 inch tall and contain the words
900 "Signature of Registered Voter" in 10-point type;

901 (xii) the second row of the third column shall be .5 inch tall;

902 (xiii) thethird row of the third column shall be .35 inch tall and contain the words
903 "Email Address (optional, to receive additiona information)" in 10-point type;
904 (xiv) thefourth row of the third column shall be .5 inch tall;

905 (xv) thefourth column shall be oneinch wide;

906 (xvi) thefirst row of the fourth column shall be .35 inch tall and contain the words
907 "Date Signed” in 10-point type;

908 (xvii) the second row of the fourth column shall be .5 inch tall;

909 (xviii) thethird row of the fourth column shall be .35 inch tall and contain the words
910 "Birth Date or Age (optional)" in 10-point type;

911 (xix) thefourth row of the third column shall be .5 inch tall; and

912 (xx) thefifth row of the entire table shall be the width of the entire table, .4 inch tall,
913 and contain the following words "By signing this referendum petition, you are
914 stating that you [have] had an opportunity to read and understand the law that this
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referendum petition seeks to overturn.” in 12-point type;
(e) thetable described in Subsection (3)(d) shall be repeated, |eaving sufficient room at
the bottom of the sheet for the information described in Subsection (3)(f); and

(f) at the bottom of the sheet, include the word "Warning," in 12-point, bold type, followed by

(4)

the following statement in not |ess than eight-point type:

"Itisaclass A misdemeanor for an individual to sign areferendum petition with a name
other than the individual's own name, or to knowingly sign the individual's name more than
once for the same referendum petition, or to sign areferendum petition when the individual
knows that the individual is not aregistered voter.

Birth date or age information is not required, but it may be used to verify your identity
with voter registration records. If you choose not to provide it, your signature may not be
verified asavalid signature if you change your address before petition signatures are verified
or if the information you provide does not match your voter registration records.”

The final page of each referendum packet shall contain the following printed or typed
statement:

"Verification of signature collector

State of Utah, County of

[, , Of , hereby state, under penalty of perjury, that:

| am at least 18 years old;

All the names that appear in this referendum packet were signed by individuals who

professed to be the individuals whose names appear in it, and each of the individuals signed
theindividual's name on it in my presence or, in the case of an individual with aqualifying
disability, | have signed this referendum petition on the individual's behalf, at the direction of
the individual and in the individual's presence, by entering the initials "AV" asthe individual's
signature;
| certify that, for each individual whose signature is represented in this referendum

packet by theinitials"AV":

| obtained the individual's voluntary direction or consent to sign the referendum
petition on the individual's behalf;

| do not believe, or have reason to believe, that the individual lacked the mental
capacity to give direction or consent;

| do not believe, or have reason to believe, that the individual did not
understand the purpose or nature of my signing the referendum petition on the individual's
behalf;
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949 | did not intentionally or knowingly deceive the individua into directing me to,
950 or consenting for me to, sign the referendum petition on the individual's behalf; and

951 | did not intentionally or knowingly enter false information on the signature
952 Shest;

953 | did not knowingly make a misrepresentation of fact concerning the law this petition
954 seeks to overturn;

955 | believe that each individual's name, post office address, and residence is written
956 correctly, that each signer [has] had an opportunity to read the law that the referendum seeks to
957 overturn, and that each signer is registered to vote in Utah;

958 The correct date of signature appears next to each individual's name; and

959 | have not paid or given anything of value to any individual who signed this referendum
960 packet to encourage that individual to signit.

961

962 (Name) (Residence Address) (Date)."[+]

963 (5) If the forms described in this section are substantially followed, the referendum

964 petitions are sufficient, notwithstanding clerical and merely technical errors.

965 Section 7. Section 20A-7-304 is amended to read:

966 20A-7-304 . Manual referendum process -- Circulation requirements --

967 Lieutenant governor to provide sponsorswith materials.

968 (1) Thissection applies only to the manual referendum process.

969 (2) Inorder to obtain the necessary number of signatures required by this part, the sponsors
970 or an agent of the sponsors shall, after the sponsors receive the documents described in
971 Subsection (3), circulate referendum packets that meet the form requirements of this part.
972 (3) The lieutenant governor shall provide the sponsors with a copy of the referendum

973 petition and a signature sheet no later than the first business day that is at least five

974 calendar days after the day on which the sponsors sign an agreement, under Subsection
975 (6)(a), with the Office of the Lieutenant Governor specifying the range of numbers that
976 the sponsors will use to number the referendum packets.

977 (4) The sponsors of the referendum petition shall:

978 (a) arrange and pay for the printing of all documents that are part of the referendum

979 packets; and

980 (b) ensure that the referendum packets and the documents described in Subsection (4)(a)
981 meet the form requirements of this section.

982 (5)(& The sponsors or an agent of the sponsors may prepare the referendum packets for
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circulation by creating multiple referendum packets.
(b) [The] Subject to Subsection 20A-7-105(5), the sponsors or an agent of the sponsors
shall create referendum packets by binding a copy of the referendum petition with the

text of the law that is the subject of the referendum and no more than 50 signature

sheets together at the top in a manner that the referendum packets may be

conveniently opened for signing.
(c) A referendum packet is not required to have a uniform number of signature sheets.

(6)(& The sponsors or an agent of the sponsors shall, before gathering signatures:

(i) contact the lieutenant governor's office to receive arange of numbers that the
sponsors may use to number referendum packets;

(if) sign an agreement with the Office of the Lieutenant Governor, specifying the
range of numbers that the sponsor will use to number the referendum packets; and

(iif) number each referendum packet, sequentially, within the range of numbers
provided by the lieutenant governor's office, starting with the lowest number in
the range.

(b) The sponsors or an agent of the sponsors may not:

(i) number areferendum packet in a manner not directed by the lieutenant governor's
office; or

(i) circulate or submit areferendum packet that is not numbered in the manner
directed by the lieutenant governor's office.

Section 8. Section 20A-7-307 is amended to read:
20A-7-307 . Evaluation by the lieutenant governor.

(1) Inrelation to the manual referendum process, when the lieutenant governor receives a
referendum packet from a county clerk, the lieutenant governor shall record the number
of the referendum packet received.

(2) The county clerk shall:

(@) inrelation to the manual referendum process:

(i) post the names, voter identification numbers, and dates of signatures described in
Subsection [20A-7-105(6)(a)(i)] 20A-7-105(7)(a)(iii) on the lieutenant governor's
website, in a conspicuous location designated by the lieutenant governor, for at
least 45 calendar days; and

(if) update on the lieutenant governor's website the number of signatures certified as
of the date of the update; or

(b) in relation to the electronic referendum process:
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(i) post the names, voter identification numbers, and dates of signatures described in
Subsection 20A-7-315(4) on the lieutenant governor's website, in a conspicuous
location designated by the lieutenant governor, for at least 45 calendar days; and

(if) update on the lieutenant governor's website the number of signatures certified as
of the date of the update.

(3) The lieutenant governor:

(@) shall, except as provided in Subsection (3)(b), declare the referendum petition to be
sufficient or insufficient 106 calendar days after the end of the legidative session at
which the law passed; or

(b) may declare the referendum petition to be insufficient before the day described in
Subsection (3)(a) if:

(i) inrelation to the manual referendum process, the total of all valid signatures on
timely and lawfully submitted referendum packets that have been certified by the
county clerks, plus the number of signatures on timely and lawfully submitted
referendum packets that have not yet been evaluated for certification, isless than
the number of names required under Section 20A-7-301;

(ii) inrelation to the electronic referendum process, the total of all timely and
lawfully submitted valid signatures that have been certified by the county clerks,
plus the number of timely and lawfully submitted valid signatures received under
Subsection 20A-21-201(6)(b) that have not yet been evaluated for certification, is
less than the number of names required under Section 20A-7-301; or

(iif) arequirement of this part has not been met.

(4)(@) If the total number of names certified under Subsection (3) equals or exceeds the
number of names required under Section 20A-7-301, and the requirements of this

part are met, the lieutenant governor shall mark upon the front of the referendum

petition the word "sufficient.”

(b) If the total number of names certified under Subsection (3) does not equal or exceed
the number of names required under Section 20A-7-301 or arequirement of this part
is not met, the lieutenant governor shall mark upon the front of the referendum
petition the word "insufficient.”

(c) Thelieutenant governor shall immediately notify any one of the sponsors of the
lieutenant governor's finding.

(d) After areferendum petition is declared insufficient, a person may not submit
additional signatures to qualify the referendum for the ballot.
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(5)(@) If the lieutenant governor refuses to declare a referendum petition sufficient that a
voter believesislegally sufficient, the voter may, no later than 10 days after the day

on which the lieutenant governor declares the petition insufficient, apply to the

appropriate court for an order finding the referendum petition legally sufficient.

(b) If the court determines that the referendum petition islegally sufficient, the
lieutenant governor shall mark the referendum petition "sufficient” and consider the
declaration of sufficiency effective as of the date on which the referendum petition
should have been declared sufficient by the lieutenant governor's office.

(c) If the court determines that a referendum petition filed is not legally sufficient, the
court may enjoin the lieutenant governor and all other officers from certifying or
printing the ballot title and numbers of that measure on the official ballot.

(6) A referendum petition determined to be sufficient in accordance with this sectionis
qualified for the ballot.
Section 9. Section 20A-7-503 is amended to read:
20A-7-503 . Manual initiative process -- Form of initiative petition and signature
sheet.
(1) Thissection applies only to the manual initiative process.
(2)(a) Each proposed initiative petition shall be printed in substantially the following form:

"INITIATIVE PETITION To the Honorable ____, County Clerk/City Recorder/Town
Clerk:

We, the undersigned citizens of Utah, respectfully demand that the following proposed
law be submitted to: the legislative body for its approval or rejection at its next meeting; and
the legal voters of the county/city/town, if the legislative body rejects the proposed law or
takes no action on it.

Each signer says:

| have personally signed thisinitiative petition or, if | am an individual with aqualifying
disability, | have signed thisinitiative petition by directing the signature gatherer to enter the
initials"AV" as my signature,

The date next to my signature correctly reflects the date that | actually signed the
petition;

| [have|personally had an opportunity to read the entire statement included with this
packet;

| am registered to vote in Utah; and
My residence and post office address are written correctly after my name.”
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1085 (b) If the initiative proposes atax increase, the following statement shall appear, in at least

1086 14-point, bold type, immediately following the information described in Subsection (2)(a):
1087 "Thisinitiative seeks to increase the current (insert name of tax) rate by (insert the tax
1088 percentage difference) percent, resulting in a(n) (insert the tax percentage increase) percent
1089 increase in the current tax rate.”

1090 (c) The sponsors of an initiative or an agent of the sponsors shall attach a copy of the
1091 proposed law to each initiative petition.

1092 (3) Eachinitiative signature sheet shall:

1093 (a) be printed on sheets of paper 8-1/2 inches long and 11 inches wide;

1094 (b) beruled with ahorizontal line [three-fourths] .75 inch from the top, with the space
1095 above that line blank for the purpose of binding;

1096 (c) include thetitle of the initiative printed below the horizontal line, in at least 14-point,
1097 bold type;

1098 (d) include atable immediately below the title of the initiative, and beginning .5 inch
1099 from the left side of the paper, asfollows:

1100 (i) thefirst column shall be .5 inch wide and include three rows,

1101 (i) thefirst row of thefirst column shall be .85 inch tall and contain the words "For
1102 Office Use Only" in 10-point type;

1103 (iii) the second row of the first column shall be .35 inch tall;

1104 (iv) thethird row of the first column shall be .5 inch tall;

1105 (v) the second column shall be 2.75 inches wide;

1106 (vi) thefirst row of the second column shall be .35 inch tall and contain the words
1107 "Registered Voter's Printed Name (must be legible to be counted)” in 10-point
1108 type;

1109 (vii) the second row of the second column shall be .5 inch tall;

1110 (viii) thethird row of the second column shall be .35 inch tall and contain the words
1111 "Street Address, City, Zip Code" in 10-point type;

1112 (ix) thefourth row of the second column shall be .5 inch tall;

1113 (x) thethird column shall be 2.75 inches wide;

1114 (xi) thefirst row of the third column shall be .35 inch tall and contain the words
1115 "Signature of Registered Voter" in 10-point type;

1116 (xii) the second row of the third column shall be .5 inch tall;

1117 (xiii) thethird row of the third column shall be .35 inch tall and contain the words
1118 "Email Address (optional, to receive additional information)™ in 10-point type;
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(xiv) thefourth row of the third column shall be .5 inch tall;

(xv) thefourth column shall be one inch wide;

(xvi) thefirst row of the fourth column shall be .35 inch tall and contain the words
"Date Signed" in 10-point type;

(xvii) the second row of the fourth column shall be .5 inch tall;

(xviii) thethird row of the fourth column shall be .35 inch tall and contain the words
"Birth Date or Age (optional)" in 10-point type;

(xix) thefourth row of the third column shall be .5 inch tall; and

(xx) thefifth row of the entire table shall be the width of the entire table, .4 inch tall,
and contain the following words "By signing this initiative petition, you are
stating that you [have] had an opportunity to read and understand the law proposed
by thisinitiative petition.” in 12-point type;

(e) thetable described in Subsection (3)(d) shall be repeated, |eaving sufficient room at
the bottom of the sheet for the information described in Subsection (3)(f); and
(f) at the bottom of the sheet, include in the following order:

(i) thewords"Fiscal and legal impact of" followed by thetitle of theinitiative, in at
least 12-point, bold type;

(i) the summary statement in theinitial fiscal impact and legal statement issued by
the budget officer in accordance with Subsection 20A-7-502.5(2)(b) and the cost
estimate for printing and distributing information related to the initiative petition
in accordance with Subsection 20A-7-502.5(3), in not less than 12-point, bold
type;

(iii) if theinitiative proposes atax increase, the following statement in 12-point, bold type:

"Thisinitiative seeks to increase the current (insert name of tax) rate by (insert the tax
percentage difference) percent, resulting in a(n) (insert the tax percentage increase) percent
increase in the current tax rate."; and

(iv) theword "Warning," in 12-point, bold type, followed by the following statement in not
less than eight-point type:

"Itisaclass A misdemeanor for an individual to sign an initiative petition with a name
other than the individual's own name, or to knowingly sign the individual's name more than
once for the same initiative petition, or to sign an initiative petition when the individual knows
that the individual is not aregistered voter.

Birth date or age information is not required, but it may be used to verify your identity
with voter registration records. If you choose not to provideit, your signature may not be
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(4)

verified asavalid signature if you change your address before petition signatures are verified
or if the information you provide does not match your voter registration records.”
The final page of each initiative packet shall contain the following printed or typed
statement:

"Verification of signature collector

State of Utah, County of

[ , of , hereby state, under penalty of perjury, that:

| am at least 18 years old;

All the names that appear in this packet were signed by individuals who professed to be

the individuals whose names appear in it, and each of the individuals signed the individual's
name on it in my presence or, in the case of an individual with a qualifying disability, | have
signed thisinitiative petition on the individual's behalf, at the direction of the individual and in
the individual's presence, by entering the initials"AV" asthe individual's signature;
| certify that, for each individual whose signature is represented in thisinitiative

packet by theinitials"AV":

| obtained the individual's voluntary direction or consent to sign the initiative
petition on the individual's behalf;

| do not believe, or have reason to believe, that the individual lacked the mental
capacity to give direction or consent;

| do not believe, or have reason to believe, that the individual did not
understand the purpose or nature of my signing the initiative petition on the individual's behalf;

| did not intentionally or knowingly deceive theindividual into directing me to,
or consenting for me to, sign the initiative petition on the individual's behalf; and

| did not intentionally or knowingly enter false information on the signature
Shest;

| did not knowingly make a misrepresentation of fact concerning the law proposed by
theinitiative; and
| believe that each individual's name, post office address, and residence is written

correctly, that each signer [has| had an opportunity to read the law proposed by theinitiative,

and that each signer isregistered to vote in Utah.

(Name) (Residence Address) (Date)
The correct date of signature appears next to each individual's name.
| have not paid or given anything of value to any individual who signed this petition to
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encourage that individual to signiit.

(Name) (Residence Address) (Date)."[+]
(5) If the forms described in this section are substantially followed, the initiative petitions
are sufficient, notwithstanding clerical and merely technical errors.
Section 10. Section 20A-7-504 is amended to read:
20A-7-504 . Manual initiative process -- Circulation requirements -- Local clerk
to provide sponsorswith materials.

(1) This section applies only to the manual initiative process.

(2) Inorder to obtain the necessary number of signatures required by this part, the sponsors
or an agent of the sponsors shall, after the sponsors receive the documents described in
Subsections (3) and 20A-7-401.5(4)(b), circulate initiative packets that meet the form
requirements of this part.

(3) Within five calendar days after the day on which a county, city, town, or court
determines, in accordance with Section 20A-7-502.7, that alaw proposed in an initiative
petition islegally referable to voters, the local clerk shall provide to the sponsors:

() acopy of theinitiative petition;

(b) asignature sheet; and

(c) acopy of the proposition information pamphlet provided to the sponsors under
Subsection 20A-7-401.5(4)(b).

(4) The sponsors of theinitiative shall:

(a) arrange and pay for the printing of all documents that are part of the initiative
packets; and

(b) ensure that the initiative packets and the documents described in Subsection (4)(a)
meet the requirements of this part.

(5)(@) The sponsors or an agent of the sponsors may prepare the initiative packets for
circulation by creating multiple initiative packets.

(b) The sponsors or an agent of the sponsors shall create initiative packets by binding a
copy of theinitiative petition with the text of the proposed law and no more than 50
signature sheets together at the top in amanner that the initiative packets may be
conveniently opened for signing.

(c) Aninitiative packet is not required to have a uniform number of signature sheets.

(d) The sponsors or an agent of the sponsors shall include, with each initiative packet, a
copy of the proposition information pamphlet provided to the sponsors under
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1221 Subsection 20A-7-401.5(4)(b).

1222 (6)(a) [Fhe] Subject to Subsection 20A-7-105(5), the sponsors or an agent of the

1223 sponsors shall, before gathering signatures:

1224 (i) contact the county clerk to receive arange of numbers that the sponsors may use
1225 to number initiative packets; and

1226 (i) number each initiative packet, sequentially, within the range of numbers provided
1227 by the county clerk, starting with the lowest number in the range.

1228 (b) The sponsors or an agent of the sponsors may not:

1229 (i) number an initiative packet in a manner not directed by the county clerk; or

1230 (if) circulate or submit an initiative packet that is not numbered in the manner

1231 directed by the county clerk.

1232 (c) The county clerk shall keep arecord of the number range provided under Subsection
1233 (6)(a).

1234 Section 11. Section 20A-7-507 is amended to read:

1235 20A-7-507 . Evaluation by the local clerk.

1236 (1) Inrelation to the manual initiative process, when alocal clerk receives an initiative

1237 packet from a county clerk, the local clerk shall record the number of theinitiative

1238 packet received.

1239 (2) The county clerk shall:

1240 (@) inrelation to the manual initiative process.

1241 (i) post the names, voter identification numbers, and dates of signatures described in
1242 Subsection [20A-7-105(6)(a)(t)] 20A-7-105(7)(a)(iii) on the lieutenant governor's
1243 website, in a conspicuous location designated by the lieutenant governor, for at
1244 least 90 calendar days; and

1245 (i) update on the local government's website the number of signatures certified as of
1246 the date of the update; or

1247 (b) inrelation to the electronic initiative process:

1248 (i) post the names, voter identification numbers, and dates of signatures described in
1249 Subsection 20A-7-516(4) on the lieutenant governor's website, in a conspicuous
1250 location designated by the lieutenant governor, for at least 90 calendar days; and
1251 (i) update on the local government's website the number of signatures certified as of
1252 the date of the update.

1253 (3) Theloca clerk:

1254 (a) shall, except as provided in Subsection (3)(b), declare the initiative petition to be
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sufficient or insufficient:

(i) inrelation to the manual initiative process, no later than 21 calendar days after the
day of the applicable deadline described in Subsection [20A-7-105(5)(a)(iit)]
20A-7-105(6)(a)(iii); or

(i) inrelation to the electronic initiative process, no later than 21 calendar days after
the day of the applicable deadline described in Subsection 20A-7-516(2); or

(b) may declare theinitiative petition to be insufficient before the day described in

Subsection (3)(a) if:

(i) inrelation to the manual initiative process, the total of all valid signatures on

timely and lawfully submitted initiative packets that have been certified by the
county clerks, plus the number of signatures on timely and lawfully submitted
initiative packets that have not yet been evaluated for certification, islessthan the
number of names required under Section 20A-7-501,

(i) inrelation to the electronic initiative process, the total of all timely and lawfully
submitted valid signatures that have been certified by the county clerks, plus the
number of timely and lawfully submitted valid signatures received under
Subsection 20A-21-201(6)(b) that have not yet been evaluated for certification, is
less than the number of names required under Section 20A-7-501; or

(iif) arequirement of this part has not been met.

(4)(@) If the total number of names certified under Subsection (3) equals or exceeds the
number of names required by Section 20A-7-501 and the requirements of this part are
met, the local clerk shall mark upon the front of the initiative petition the word
"sufficient.”

(b) If the total number of names certified under Subsection (3) does not equal or exceed
the number of names required by Section 20A-7-501 or a requirement of thispart is
not met, the local clerk shall mark upon the front of the initiative petition the word
"insufficient.”

(c) Thelocal clerk shall immediately notify any one of the sponsors of the local clerk’s
finding.

(d) After aninitiative petition is declared insufficient, a person may not submit
additional signaturesto qualify the initiative for the ballot.

(5) If thelocal clerk finds the total number of certified signatures for the initiative petition
to be insufficient, any sponsor may file awritten demand with the local clerk for a
recount of the signatures collected for the initiative petition in the presence of any
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sponsor.
(6) Aninitiative petition determined to be sufficient in accordance with this sectionis
qualified for the ballot.
Section 12. Section 20A-7-603 is amended to read:
20A-7-603 . Manual referendum process -- Form of referendum petition and
signatur e sheet.
(1) Thissection applies only to the manual referendum process.
(2)(a) Each proposed referendum petition shall be printed in substantially the following form:

"REFERENDUM PETITION To the Honorable __, County Clerk/City
Recorder/Town Clerk:

We, the undersigned citizens of Utah, respectfully order that (description of local law or
portion of local law being challenged), passed by the _ bereferred to the voters for their
approval or rejection at the regular/municipal general election to be held on

(month\day\year);

Each signer says:

| have personally signed this referendum petition or, if | am an individual with a
qualifying disability, | have signed this referendum petition by directing the signature gatherer
to enter the initials"AV" as my signature;

The date next to my signature correctly reflects the date that | actually signed the
petition;

| [have]personally had an opportunity to read the entire statement included with this
packet;

| am registered to vote in Utah; and
My residence and post office address are written correctly after my name.”

(b) The sponsors of areferendum or an agent of the sponsors shall attach a copy of the
law that is the subject of the referendum to each referendum petition.

(3) Each referendum signature sheet shall:

(a) be printed on sheets of paper 8-1/2 inches long and 11 inches wide;

(b) beruled with ahorizonta line [three-foeurths] .75 inch from the top, with the space
above that line blank for the purpose of binding;

(c) include thetitle of the referendum printed below the horizontal line, in at least
14-point type;

(d) include atable immediately below the title of the referendum, and beginning .5 inch
from the left side of the paper, asfollows:
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(i) thefirst column shall be .5 inch wide and include three rows,

(i) thefirst row of thefirst column shall be .85 inch tall and contain the words "For
Office Use Only" in 10-point type;

(iii) the second row of the first column shall be .35 inch tall;

(iv) thethird row of the first column shall be .5 inch tall;

(v) the second column shall be 2.75 inches wide;

(vi) thefirst row of the second column shall be .35 inch tall and contain the words
"Registered Voter's Printed Name (must be legible to be counted)” in 10-point
type;

(vii) the second row of the second column shall be .5 inch tall;

(viii) thethird row of the second column shall be .35 inch tall and contain the words
"Street Address, City, Zip Code" in 10-point type;

(ix) thefourth row of the second column shall be .5 inch tall;

(x) thethird column shall be 2.75 inches wide;

(xi) thefirst row of the third column shall be .35 inch tall and contain the words
"Signature of Registered Voter" in 10-point type;

(xii) the second row of the third column shall be .5 inch tall;

(xiii) thethird row of the third column shall be .35 inch tall and contain the words
"Email Address (optional, to receive additional information)™ in 10-point type;

(xiv) thefourth row of the third column shall be .5 inch tal;

(xv) thefourth column shall be one inch wide;

(xvi) thefirst row of the fourth column shall be .35 inch tall and contain the words
"Date Signed" in 10-point type;

(xvii) the second row of the fourth column shall be .5 inch tall;

(xviii) thethird row of the fourth column shall be .35 inch tall and contain the words
"Birth Date or Age (optional)" in 10-point type;

(xix) thefourth row of the third column shall be .5 inch tall; and

(xx) thefifth row of the entire table shall be the width of the entire table, .4 inch tall,
and contain the following words, "By signing this referendum petition, you are
stating that you [have] had an opportunity to read and understand the law that this
referendum petition seeks to overturn.” in 12-point type;

(e) the table described in Subsection (3)(d) shall be repeated, leaving sufficient room at

the bottom of the sheet or the information described in Subsection (3)(f); and

(f) at the bottom of the sheet, include the word "Warning," in 12-point, bold type, followed by
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(4)

the following statement in not less than eight-point type:

"It isaclass A misdemeanor for an individual to sign a referendum petition with a name
other than the individual's own name, or to knowingly sign the individual's name more than
once for the same referendum petition, or to sign areferendum petition when the individual
knows that the individual is not aregistered voter.

Birth date or age information is not required, but it may be used to verify your identity
with voter registration records. If you choose not to provide it, your signature may not be
verified asavalid signature if you change your address before petition signatures are verified
or if the information you provide does not match your voter registration records.”

The final page of each referendum packet shall contain the following printed or typed
Statement:

"Verification of signature collector

State of Utah, County of

[, , of , hereby state, under penalty of perjury, that:

| am at least 18 years old;

All the names that appear in this packet were signed by individuals who professed to be

the individuals whose names appear in it, and each of the individuals signed the individual's
name on it in my presence or, in the case of an individual with a qualifying disability, | have
signed this referendum petition on the individual's behalf, at the direction of the individual and
in the individual's presence, by entering theinitials"AV" as the individual's signature;
| certify that, for each individual whose signature is represented in this referendum
packet by theinitials"AV":
| obtained the individual's voluntary direction or consent to sign the referendum
petition on the individual's behalf;
| do not believe, or have reason to believe, that the individual lacked the mental
capacity to give direction or consent;
| do not believe, or have reason to believe, that the individual did not
understand the purpose or nature of my signing the referendum petition on the individual's
behalf;
| did not intentionally or knowingly deceive the individual into directing me to,
or consenting for me to, sign the referendum petition on the individual's behalf; and
| did not intentionally or knowingly enter false information on the signature
shest;
| did not knowingly make a misrepresentation of fact concerning the law this petition
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seeks to overturn; and
| believe that each individual's name, post office address, and residence is written
correctly, that each signer [has] had an opportunity to read the law that the referendum seeksto

overturn, and that each signer is registered to vote in Utah.

(Name) (Residence Address) (Date)

The correct date of signature appears next to each individual's name.

| have not paid or given anything of value to any individual who signed this referendum
packet to encourage that individual to signit.

(Name) (Residence Address) (Date)".
(5) If the forms described in this section are substantially followed, the referendum
petitions are sufficient, notwithstanding clerical and merely technical errors.
Section 13. Section 20A-7-604 is amended to read:
20A-7-604 . Manual referendum process -- Circulation requirements -- L ocal
clerk to provide sponsorswith materials.

(1) Thissection applies only to the manual referendum process.

(2) Inorder to obtain the necessary number of signatures required by this part, the sponsors
or an agent of the sponsors shall, after the sponsors receive the documents described in
Subsections (3) and 20A-7-401.5(4)(b), circulate referendum packets that meet the form
requirements of this part.

(3) Within five calendar days after the day on which a county, city, town, or court
determines, in accordance with Section 20A-7-602.7, that a proposed referendum is
legally referable to voters, the local clerk shall provide the sponsors with:

(a) acopy of the referendum petition;

(b) asignature sheet; and

(c) acopy of the proposition information pamphlet provided to the sponsors under
Subsection 20A-7-401.5(4)(b).

(4) The sponsors of the referendum petition shall:

(a) arrange and pay for the printing of all documents that are part of the referendum
packets; and

(b) ensure that the referendum packets and the documents described in Subsection (4)(a)
meet the form requirements of this section.

(5)(& The sponsors or an agent of the sponsors may prepare the referendum packets for
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1425 circulation by creating multiple referendum packets.

1426 (b) [The] Subject to Subsection 20A-7-105(5), the sponsors or an agent of the sponsors
1427 shall create referendum packets by binding a copy of the referendum petition with the
1428 text of the law that is the subject of the referendum and no more than 50 signature
1429 sheets together at the top in a manner that the referendum packets may be

1430 conveniently opened for signing.

1431 (c) A referendum packet is not required to have a uniform number of signature sheets.
1432 (d) The sponsors or an agent of the sponsors shall include, with each packet, a copy of
1433 the proposition information pamphlet provided to the sponsors under Subsection
1434 20A-7-401.5(4)(b).

1435 (6)(a The sponsors or an agent of the sponsors shall, before gathering signatures:

1436 (i) contact the county clerk to receive arange of numbers that the sponsors may use
1437 to number referendum packets;

1438 (if) sign an agreement with the local clerk, specifying the range of numbers that the
1439 sponsor will use to number the referendum packets; and

1440 (ii1) number each referendum packet, sequentialy, within the range of numbers
1441 provided by the county clerk, starting with the lowest number in the range.

1442 (b) The sponsors or an agent of the sponsors may not:

1443 (i) number areferendum packet in a manner not directed by the county clerk; or
1444 (ii) circulate or submit a referendum packet that is not numbered in the manner
1445 directed by the county clerk.

1446 Section 14. Section 20A-7-607 is amended to read:

1447 20A-7-607 . Evaluation by thelocal clerk -- Deter mination of election for vote on
1448 referendum.

1449 (1) Inrelation to the manual referendum process, when the local clerk receives a

1450 referendum packet from a county clerk, the local clerk shall record the number of the
1451 referendum packet received.

1452 (2) The county clerk shall:

1453 (@) inrelation to the manual referendum process:

1454 (i) post the names, voter identification numbers, and dates of signatures described in
1455 Subsection [20A-7-105(6)(a)(i)] 20A-7-105(7)(a)(iii) on the lieutenant governor's
1456 website, in a conspicuous location designated by the lieutenant governor, for at
1457 least 45 calendar days; and

1458 (i) update on thelocal clerk's website the number of signatures certified as of the
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date of the update; or
(b) in relation to the electronic referendum process:

(i) post the names, voter identification numbers, and dates of signatures described in
Subsection 20A-7-616(3) on the lieutenant governor's website, in a conspicuous
location designated by the lieutenant governor, for at least 45 calendar days; and

(i) update on the lieutenant governor's website the number of signatures certified as
of the date of the update.

(3) Theloca clerk:
(a) shall, except as provided in Subsection (3)(b), declare the referendum petition to be
sufficient or insufficient:

(i) inrelation to the manual referendum process, no later than 111 calendar days after
the day of the deadline, described in Subsection [20A-7-105(5)(a)(iv)]
20A-7-105(6)(a)(iv), to submit a referendum packet to the county clerk; or

(i) inrelation to the electronic referendum process, no later than 111 calendar days
after the day of the deadline, described in Subsection 20A-7-616(2), to collect a
signature; or

(b) may declare the referendum petition to be insufficient before the day described in

Subsection (3)(a) if:

(i) inrelation to the manual referendum process, the total of all valid signatures on
timely and lawfully submitted referendum packets that have been certified by the
county clerk, plus the number of signatures on timely and lawfully submitted
referendum packets that have not yet been evaluated for certification, isless than
the number of names required under Section 20A-7-601,;

(if) inrelation to the electronic referendum process, the total of all timely and
lawfully submitted valid signatures that have been certified by the county clerks,
plus the number of timely and lawfully submitted valid signatures received under
Subsection 20A-21-201(6)(b) that have not yet been evaluated for certification, is
less than the number of names required under Section 20A-7-601; or

(iif) arequirement of this part has not been met.

(4)(a) If thetotal number of names certified under Subsection (3) equals or exceeds the
number of names required under Section 20A-7-601, and the requirements of this
part are met, the local clerk shall mark upon the front of the referendum petition the
word "sufficient.”
(b) If the total number of names certified under Subsection (3) does not equal or exceed
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the number of names required under Section 20A-7-601 or a requirement of this part
isnot met, the local clerk shall mark upon the front of the referendum petition the
word "insufficient.”

(c) Thelocal clerk shall immediately notify any one of the sponsors of the local clerk's
finding.

(d) After areferendum petition is declared insufficient, a person may not submit
additional signaturesto qualify the referendum for the ballot.

(5)(a) If thelocal clerk refuses to declare areferendum petition sufficient, any voter

may, no later than 10 days after the day on which the local clerk declares the

referendum petition insufficient, apply to the appropriate court for an order finding

the referendum petition legally sufficient.

(b) If the court determines that the referendum petition islegally sufficient, the local
clerk shall mark the referendum petition "sufficient” and consider the declaration of
sufficiency effective as of the date on which the referendum petition should have
been declared sufficient by the local clerk's office.

(c) If the court determines that a referendum petition filed is not legally sufficient, the
court may enjoin the local clerk and al other officers from:

(i) certifying or printing the ballot title and numbers of that referendum on the official
ballot for the next election; or
(ii) asitrelatesto alocal tax law that is conducted entirely by mail, certifying,
printing, or mailing the ballot title and numbers of that referendum under Section
20A-7-609.5.
(6) A referendum petition determined to be sufficient in accordance with this section is
qualified for the ballot.
(7)(a) Except as provided in Subsection (7)(b) or (c), if areferendum relates to

legidative action taken after April 15, the election officer may not place the

referendum on an election ballot until a primary election, agenera election, or a

special election the following year.

(b) The election officer may place a referendum described in Subsection (7)(a) on the
ballot for a special, primary, or general election held during the year that the
legidlative action was taken if the following agree, in writing, on atimeline to place
the referendum on that ballot:

(i) thelocal clerk;
(i) the county clerk; and
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1527 (iii) the attorney for the county or municipality that took the legislative action.
1528 (c) For areferendum on aland use law, if, before August 30, the local clerk or a court
1529 determines that the total number of certified names equals or exceeds the number of
1530 signatures required in Section 20A-7-601, the election officer shall place the

1531 referendum on the election ballot for:

1532 (i) the next general election; or

1533 (if) another election, if the following agree, in writing, on atimeline to place the
1534 referendum on that ballot:

1535 (A) the affected owners, as defined in Section 10-20-102 or 17-79-102, as
1536 applicable;

1537 (B) thelocal clerk;

1538 (C) the county clerk; and

1539 (D) the attorney for the county or municipality that took the legislative action.
1540 Section 15. Section 20A-7-613 is amended to read:

1541 20A-7-613 . Property tax referendum petition.

1542 (1) Asusedinthissection, "certified tax rate" means the same as that term isdefined in
1543 Section 59-2-924.
1544 (2) Except as provided in this section, the requirements of this part apply to areferendum

1545 petition challenging a taxing entity's legislative body's vote to impose a tax rate that
1546 exceeds the certified tax rate.

1547 (3)(@) Notwithstanding Subsection [26A-7-105(5)(a)(iv)] 20A-7-105(6)(a)(iv), and

1548 subject to Subsection (3)(b), the sponsors or an agent of the sponsors shall deliver a
1549 signed and verified referendum packet to the county clerk of the county in which the
1550 packet was circulated before 5 p.m. no later than the earlier of:

1551 (i) thefirst business day that is at least 30 calendar days after the day on which the
1552 first individual signs the packet; or

1553 (i) thefirst business day that is at least 40 calendar days after the day on which the
1554 local clerk complies with Subsection 20A-7-604(3).

1555 (b) For acounty where the county clerk's office is closed on a business day, if the
1556 deadline described in Subsection (3)(a) is on that business day, the deadlineis
1557 extended until 5 p.m. the next day that the officeis open.

1558 (4) Notwithstanding Subsections [20A-7-105(6)(a)-and{9)] 20A-7-105(7)(a) and (10), the
1559 county clerk shall take the actions required in Subsections [20A-7-105(6)(a)-and(9)]
1560 20A-7-105(7)(a) and (10) within 10 business days after the day on which the county
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clerk receives the signed and verified referendum packet as described in Subsection (3).

(5) Thelocal clerk shall take the actions required by Section 20A-7-607 within two
business days after:

(a) inrelation to the manual referendum process, the day on which the local clerk
receives the referendum packets from the county clerk; or

(b) in relation to the electronic referendum process, the deadline described in Subsection
20A-7-616(2).

(6) Notwithstanding Subsection 20A-7-608(2), the local attorney shall prepare the ballot
title within two business days after the day on which the referendum petition is declared
sufficient for submission to avote of the people.

(7) Notwithstanding Subsection 20A-7-609(2)(c), areferendum that qualifies for the ballot
under this section shall appear on the ballot for the earlier of the next regular general
election or the next municipal general election unless a special election is called.

(8) The election officer shall mail manual ballots on areferendum under this section the
later of:

(a) thetime provided in Section 20A-3a-202 or 20A-16-403; or

(b) thetime that ballots are prepared for mailing under this section.

(9) Section 20A-7-402 does not apply to areferendum described in this section.

(10)(a&) If amajority of voters does not vote against imposing the tax at arate calculated
to generate the increased revenue budgeted, adopted, and approved by the taxing
entity's legidative body:

() the certified tax rate for the fiscal year during which the referendum petition is
filed isits most recent certified tax rate; and

(if) the proposed increased revenues for purposes of establishing the certified tax rate
for the fiscal year after the fiscal year described in Subsection (10)(a)(i) are the
proposed increased revenues budgeted, adopted, and approved by the taxing
entity's legidative body before the filing of the referendum petition.

(b) If amajority of voters votes against imposing atax at the rate established by the vote
of the taxing entity's legislative body, the certified tax rate for the taxing entity isthe
taxing entity's most recent certified tax rate.

(c) If thetax rateis set in accordance with Subsection (10)(a)(ii), ataxing entity is not
required to comply with the notice and public hearing reguirements of Section
59-2-919 if the taxing entity complies with those notice and public hearing
requirements before the referendum petition isfiled.
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(11) Thebalot title shall, at a minimum, include in substantially this form the following:
"Shall the [name of the taxing entity] be authorized to levy atax rate in the amount
sufficient to generate an increased property tax revenue of [amount] for fiscal year [year]
as budgeted, adopted, and approved by the [name of the taxing entity]."[-]

(12) A taxing entity shall pay the county the costs incurred by the county that are directly
related to meeting the requirements of this section and that the county would not have
incurred but for compliance with this section.

(13)(d) An €lection officer shall include on aballot areferendum that has not yet
qualified for placement on the ballot, if:

(i) sponsorsfile an application for areferendum described in this section;

(i) the ballot will be used for the election for which the sponsors are attempting to
qualify the referendum; and

(i) the deadline for qualifying the referendum for placement on the ballot occurs
after the day on which the ballot will be printed.

(b) If an election officer includes on a ballot a referendum described in Subsection
(13)(a), the ballot title shall comply with Subsection (11).

(c) If an election officer includes on a ballot a referendum described in Subsection
(13)(a) that does not qualify for placement on the ballot, the election officer shall
inform the voters by any practicable method that the referendum has not qualified for
the ballot and that votes cast in relation to the referendum will not be counted.

Section 16. Effective Date.

This bill takes effect on May 6, 2026.
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